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"  partment  of  State,  twelve  thousand  dtdlsrs." 
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Refers  ta  former   conmunications  relative  to  coat- 
merce.     The'M,  dela  Fayette  appointed  member 
of  a  Committee  for  con^dering  the  means  of  pro- 
moting the  general  commerce  with  America.     Val- 
uable aerriees  of  the  Marqins.     Letter  written  to  ' 
the  CommitWe.     Tlieir  reply  a  proof  of  the  good 
diipeaition  of  th«  Khg:  and  his  IbHSters.     Con^- 


with  Fr«K«,  IntMilimi  of  ri»tin^  the  » 
towiu,  with,  a  view  to  obtain  commercral  knowledge. 
Journey  postponed  to  the  Spring.  Brings  to  Uic 
notice  oi  Coi^ress  die  active  and  efficacious  as- 
■istanoe  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  ¥*wa  Thoa. 
JeiRraott  to  ^H.  dela  Fayette.  Parii,  July  17th, 
17B6,  (154.)  On  commerci^  atflan.  BMimate  of 
exports  of  the  United' States,  (157-) 
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From  llioinas-  J^erscRi  lo  Jolm  Jay.-     Paris,  Oct. 
fl7th,  1786 169 

BncloKatheoti^linalletterof  H,  Caloime  on  the  tub- 
ject  of  Amencan  commerce.  From  M- IJeCalonne 
to  Thsmaa  JefTcnon.  Footunebleau,  October  23d, 
17S6,  (160.)  Arret  of  the  King's  Coundl  of  Slate. 
September  lOth,  1786,  (1 64.)  Arret  of  the  Bny-i 
CouBca  oT  State  of  Hay  27th,  1786,  (165.)  Anet 
of  the  Kitiff'B  Council  of  State.  November  11th, 
1785,  (167.) 
From  Thomas  Jefierson  to  John  Jav.  Pans,  Nov. 
im,  1786. 175 


Eiir 
Prom  Thorn 

Paris,  Dec.  aotli,  1796. 186 

Encloses  aresolutlonof  Congress  recalling  Hr.  Lamb. 

Notes  on  Virginia.    Amencan  aflairs.    Tumultuoua 
meetings  in  some  of  the  States,     nistory  of  their 
^evances. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Dec. 
31st,  1786. 189 

Bewluljon  respectinf  Mr.  Larob  received,  vbo  pleads 
ill  health  for  an  excuse  for  disobe£ence.  Pcara 
Bunc  misapplication  of  Qie  public  money.  If  the 
•ppoinUnent  of  Hr.  Lamb  is  censurable,  acquits 
Hr.  Adams.  His  letter  to  Mr,  Adams  on  that  sub- 
ject. Hotives  for  the  apptdntment  Hr.  Barclay's 
niaskni  Attended  with  complete  success.  Colonel 
Franks  the  bearer  of  the  ordinal  treaty  with  ito- 
rooco.  Letter  fivm  Captain  O'Brycn  at  Algiers. 
Fn^riety  of  a  direct  mission  to  Algiers  and  Con- 
Mantitiople.  BBn^ean  afiidra.  Ei^ose*  a  tetter 
Icom  John  Lamb  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Alicant, 
OcMber  lOA,  1796,  (1^.)  Extract  from  T^omaa 
J^ci*on  to  Jalm  Adams.  Fan*,  September  24th, 
17ftS,  (193.)  On  the  spfiiHrtment  uf  Hr.  Lamb. 
From  J.  P.J«Mt  to  Thomas  itStnon.  Paris,  Au- 
siBtl6A,178C;(l%.)  Behtive  to  the  muster  roU 
(rf*  the  And. 
FrtHn  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.  Paris,  Jan. 
9lh,  1787. 197 

Information  of  the  si^iung  of  the  Morocco  treaihr  iMt 
derived  from  turn.  Snppoees  the  causes  of  delay  in 
Ute  Portuguese  trea^  has  been  communicated  by 
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Ptge- 
Hr.  AdaiDL    Fcmi  the  tmiehievmu  efiecti  of  tte 
publicatipn  of  an  eztnct  irma  hii  letter.    InibriBB 
of  a  SwiiB  who  hu  made  hnpTorementi  in  emstge. 
Tnnimits  a  aample  of  the  coin,   TheComularcon- 
ventian,  will  it  not  be  expedient  for  Congren  to 
grant  powetB,  in  wliich  no  reference  may  be  made 
to  the  former  scheme  }    Affairs  c^  France  i  call  of 
theaaaemblfoftheNotablea.  Advantwci of makiiw 
Honfleur  a  free  port     Completirai  of  a  portirai  of 
-  the  works  of  Cherbourg.     Heport  of  Secretary  J*f 
on  that  portion  of  lb.  JefTerMn'i  letter  relatuw  to 
the  Consular  conTCntion,      May  10th,  1787,  (2tB.) 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Adam3.      Paris, 
January  nth,  1787.         -      ,-        -        -        -  *07 
Inquiries  relative  to  the  treaty  with  Portuf^ ,  De- 
scribes the  institution  of  the  Hathurina,  an  order  cJ 
priests  for  the  redemption  of  captives>      Conver- 
.    aation  with  thrar  saperior.      Sugig^e^  employin|f 
them  to  redeem  American  ci{)tive«.    Bequests  an 
opinion. 
From  Thomaa  Jefierson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Feb- 
1st,  1787. 208 

Will  attetkd  to  instnictiona  relative  to  the  South  Caro- 
lina Frigfate.  EipLuni  why  the  coins  of  Drost  were 
not  forwarded.  Supposes  Congress  mis^ht  engage 
him  if  worthy  their  attention.  Had  written  to  IS. 
Dumas  on  the  sulnect  of  bomnring  money  in  Hol- 
land to  pay  the  debt  due  to  France.  Bncloses  a 
copy  of  hiB  reply-  The  Chev.  de  h  Luxeme  ^•- 
appointed  in  promotion,  will  return  in  the  Spring, 
ODleM  ■omethmg'  unexpected  turns  np,  in  th^  case 
the  CoontDeMoustier  will  succeed  him.  Concerted 
regulatitMubetween  France  and  England  relative  to 
the  West  Indies.  Serious  indisposilion  of  the  Count 
dJt  Yergennes.  Ccanplvnfs  of  the  fardga  officers 
on  account  of  the  nonpayment  i^  their  interest. 
Redranption  of  cwtivea  at  Algiers.  BecommeDds 
the  empioymeat  of  the  Uathurins.  Their  readiness 
to  undertake  the  task  and  tender  of  their  services- 
Treaty  of  commerce  between  fiance  and  Snsu. 
Letter  from  U.  Dros^  (313.)  From  Chev.  De 
Sigond  to  Thos.  Jefferson.  Badaser,  January  17th, 
1787,  (314.)  On  the  debt  due  to  foreign  offlcera. 
From  H.  Dumaa  to  Thomas  Jefienon.  The  Hague, 
January  23d,  1787,-  (216.)  Relative  to  a  loan  in 
Rolbuid.  Certified  tranahtion  of  an  explanatory 
article  to  the  HoTDcco  treaty,  (230.)  FrocnThoa. 
Barchy  to  Messri.  Adama  uid  Jetfenon,  Ahcant, 
January  6th,  1767,  (231. )  On  A&ican  affair*, 
From  Thomas  Jefierson  to  John  Jay.  Paris,  Feb. 
8th,  1787 883 
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.    P»fe. 

Dugemu  nioMs  oTdie  Count  De  Tofennet.  Poit- 
ponement  of  the  JmooMk  dm  SatiMa.  Httk.  De 
CrevecoeuF  itad  the  Dake  d'Hucourt  tlic  prindpal 
inKruntenta  in  the  cn&MiduKineQt  of  Hoofleur. 

From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  JeffersOa.     New  York, 
April  24th,  1787. »iM 

Letters  acknowledged  to  the  8th  FebruuT,  and  eom- 
nuhicated  to  Coi^reM.  No  iiutnictiont  ordered. 
Regrets  communicatibna  to  Oongresa  >re  not  kept 
more  private.  laments  flie  death  of  tte  Count  De 
Vergennea.  Convehtioa  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  in 
Ma.}'.  Insturecdoa  in  Hasswbnsetts  Buppressed. 
EocloBea  retidatioDs  relaUve  to  iiifr«ctioni  of  the 
treaty  of  peace.  ConuDeree  mtb  India.  SetUe- 
mcata  in  the  Weit 
Fn»n  Thomas  JeSeison  to  M.  Dumas.  Paris,  Feb. 
9th,  1787. 227 

Letten  acknowledged  to  the  23d  January.  Death  of 
the  King'  of  Pnuaa.  Insurrection  in  MasaachuietlB. 
ObservatioQa  on  the  tnnafer  of  the  debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted StatcB  to  indiiiduals  in  Holland.  Powera  and 
resources  of  the  American  governments  to  redeem 
thdl  debts.  Thinka  the  fiiuJ  reimbuTMmeut  nirer 
Own  that  of  any  other  st>Ternment  in  the  worid. 
Intended  vint  to  the  souLh  of  France. 

FrcHii  Thomas  Jefierson  to  John  Jay.    Paiis,  Feb. 
i4th,  1787. -  229 

Dead)  of  tlie  Count  de  Ternnnea.     Count  De  Mont> 

morin  his  luccesaor.  Aaka  instraetiob*  relaliTe  to 
the  medala  and  Bworda  authorized  to  be  executed 
during  the  office  of  Hr.  Horrii. 

From  the  same  to  tho  same.      Paris,  Feb.  14tb, 
1787.    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -  830 

Havii^  written  via.  London  the  death  of  the  Count 
De  Vergennes,  tnnsnuts  the  same  intelligence  by 
thewayraT  Havre.  Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  tbe 
letter  of  Hr.  Jefferson  of  the  14th  February.  Of- 
fice of  Fordgn  Affairs,  July  11th,  1787,  (230J 
Frcan  Thomas  Jefibrson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Feb. 

23d,  1787. 432 

Meeting  of  the  JMemUM  iet  Ifofabki.    The  object 
of  the  aasembly. 
From  John  Jay  to  lliomas  Jefierson.     July  34tb, 

1787. 234 

Letlera  received  to  the  23d  Febniary.  Ttansmita  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the  Eroperar  of  Ma. 
rocco.  Copy  of  the  tnAty  and  letter  to  that  9d- 
Terdgn.  Nine  State!  addtun  represented.  Con- 
vention Bitting.     Indian  Affain  create  great  oneaa- 
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Pige. 
ineMk    Kr.  BiKd^a  eoaduet  uppranA  bv  Con- 
l^reas.     The  HbiBten  tt  London  uid  VemiHes  dc- 
■red  to  cmrefpond  with  tttc  Agents  at  Hotocco. 
BzlraetftontheJovnHl(«fCoiKK«.    JulylSth, 

irar,  (saej 
Fmm  Thomas  Jefiersoo  to  John  Jay.    Hanellles, 
May  4th,  1787. 237 

Oebr  of  the  aaiwer  of  CongreM  to  the  Kini^i  letter 
e^lidned.  Change  ui  t^  BnMcinI  deputnient  it 
Puis,  md  n^Mtitutint  of  H.  de  Fourqueux  to  the 
pl*oe  of  H.  de  Calonne.  A]?erines  crnunng  on 
the  ceaM  of  Genoa.  Inqubies  rebtire  to  the 
AeuMBBg  of  rice.  Lombardy  the  tnie  country 
whwe  rice  is  grown.  Visit  to  the  fields  of  the 
Vercellese  md  Hilanese.  The  machHieiy  the  nine 
'with  that  used  in  .America.  Letter  Tecenedfrom 
>  Britziliu)  on  the  emandp&tion  of  his  aniBlrj. 
Extract  from  ihe  letter.  Convenation  on  the  aui- 
ject.  Interview  vith  a,  Mexican.  Converastion 
relative  to  Mexico  recapitulated.  An  ami  relative 
to  stock  lish. 
Thomas  Jefferson  to  William  Caraaichael.     Paris, 

June  14th,  1787. -  347 

Betums  to  Paris.    Fundsof  the  United  States  at  Pont 
exhausted.    American  affairs. 
From  Tbemas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  June 
21sl>1787.     -        -        -        -        -        -        -249 

C«anDeTce  with  the  fi^e  ports  of  Fnmee.  State  of 
the  United  States'  nnhtaty  atiffes  at  Nantes.  Pro- 
ceecBnga  of  the  Mteahkt  da  Nolabk*.  Spebulft- 
Oaaa  upon  European  atFaira.  Hr.  Eden  unbaasadOT 
from  England  to  Madrid,  thinks  hint  unfriend^  to 
the  United  SUtes.  Arrcat  of  Mr.  Barclay  &r  deb^ 
andliberatioTtbythePariianKDtofBaurdeaux.  Con- 
versation  with  the  Minister  on  the  subject.  Letter 
froin  Baron  D'ogny  on  a  convention  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  poetofiices.  Encloses  a  letter  fnaa 
J(dui  Lamb  to  Thomaa  Jeflersoo.  Altcaut  Bay, 
May20a^l7■8r,  (237.) 
From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  JeSerson.     New  Tock, 

September  Sth,  1787. 259 

Lettert  acknowled^  to  the  Slst  June.    Bepott  <^ 
Secretary  Jay  on  the  preceding  letter,  Oct   tS, 
■    1787,  (2600 
Fhim  Thomas  Jeffeison  to  John  Adams.     Paris. 
July  Ist,  1787.      -       -        -       -        -        -  262 

Betuni  toPari*.  Tuit  to  the  sea-port  tvwng.  Com- 
mer^nl  afiWs.  The  oaa-fKfmtJiXt  of  the  debt  to 
tlie  Kins  draws  on  ua  a  great  deal  of  censure.  Be- 
marks  m  the  assembly  on  that  subject.  Warlike 
prepatatknu  b  Europe. 
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CORTEHTI.  ZVU 

From  Tbomas  JeSenm  to  Thomas  Barclay.  Pans, 

August  3d,  1787. 966 

HeMve  to  certun  Uv  nuti  in  Holknd,  L'Otient,  wd 
at  Nantc*.  Favmnble  opiuon  of  tlie  genenl  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Barclay. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Aug. 

6th,  1787 267 

Note  from  (he  Swedbh  unbuMdor.  HemoriU  re- 
apecting  the  tnde  of  Giudaloupe.  Aireit  of  Mr. 
Barchty.  HU  conunistdon  cloied.  General  ^>pro- 
bation  of  his  conduct.  UncuincaB  reqiectiiig  the 
Consular  convention.  No  Consul  in  Fnmce.  The 
Cher.  Luzerne  will  not  be  sent  back.  Thinks  Count 
De  Houstier  will  supply  lua  pUce.  Is  now  prepa> 
in^  amjigementB  to  succeed  the  expiration  of  the 
oi3er  of  Bemia.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  a  val- 
uable auxiliary.  Affairs  of  Germany  and  Holland. 
Intentions  of  the  King  at  England.  Haatf  meaaurei 
of  the  King  of  Pruaaa  inducSl  by  a  letter  from  hii 
sister.  Aftairs  of  France.  Hard  things  said  in  re- 
lation to  the  debt  of  the  United  States.  PoBcy  of 
quieting'  fbrdgn  officers.  Interview  with  Beaumar- 
chsis.  Encloses  a,  letter  fttwn  Baron  Stael  de  Hol- 
steintoThomasJefferran.  Paris,  Aueusl  3d,  1787, 
(276.)  A  memorial  to  the  Mareschal  de  Castries, 
(278.)  From  Tbomas  Barclay  to  Messrs.  Adam* 
and  Jefferson.      L'Orient,  July  13th,  1787,  (281.) 

From  Thomas  JeffersoD  to  Gen.  WasbiugtoD.  Paris, 

August  14th,  1787. 884 

Letter  recdved  from  General  Washington  ^proving 
of  a  modem  dress  for  his  statue.  Inquiries  into  the 
pncticability  of  connecting  the  waters  (^  Lake  Erie 
and  the  Ohio  river.  French  affairs.  Effect  of  an 
European  war  upon  the  United  States. 

From  Thomas  Jefiersoo  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Aug. 
15th,  1787. 387 

Proceedings  of  the  French  Parliament.     Th^  exile 
to  Treves.     Sailing  of  an  En^sb  squadron  ft  step 
towards  war. 
From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     New  York, 
October  24th,  1787. 288 

Letters  received  to  the  15th  August.     lYansnuts  a 

tified  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  not  to  prtHnote 
any  negotiation,  to  transfer  any  part  of  the  debt  due 
to  Fiwice  from  the  Uiuted  States.  Other  acts  par- 
ticularly referred  to  and  transnutted.  The  number 
of  States  represented  in  Congress  daily  ^minishea. 
Mr.  Adams  permitted  to  return. 

Vol.  ui.— C 
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XViii  CONTEIfT^. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     October  94th,  1787.  291 

Eiplwns  the  CHUMS  of  the  delay  of  the  ktl  de^atches. 

BuiDourt  of  war  between  Fnnce  uid  En^^and. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Adams.     Paris, 

August  30th,  1787. 292 

Affairs  of  France.  Separation  of  the  Notables.  Prin- 
cipal facta  from  their  adjournment  to  the  present 
dt.te.  Speculations  upon  European  ilfaiTB.  News 
Irom  America  to  the  I9th  July,  Regrets  the  pre- 
cedent set  by  the  Convention,  o/  lecrtt  staion. 
Their  measures  will  be  wise  and  good.  An  assem- 
bly of  demigods. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.  Paiia,  Sept. 
19th,  1787. 296 

Correq)ondence  opened  with  the  Afiican  agenta.  Rat- 
ificatian  of  the  Moroccan  trea^  trananutted  to  them. 
Captives  at  Algiers.  Claim  for  the  South  Carolina 
Fngate  referrM  to  M.  Gardoqui.  Proceedings  at 
Pans.  European  aiTairs.  Piobsbilily  of  a  general 
war.  The  Count  De  Moustier  is  nonunated  Hiiuster 
Plenipotentiary  to  America.  The  Archbishop  of 
Thoidouse  Miniilen  Ftindpalt.  Other  chan™  in 
the  Ministry.  De  La  Luzerne  Mvemor  in  the  West 
Indiea.  Appears  well  disposed  to  favor  American 
trade  in  flie  colonies. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.   Paris,  September  22d, 

1787. 302 

A  pionuse  on  the  part  of  the  French  govenunent  of  a 
reduction  of  duties.    Revolution  in  public  opinion 
as  to  the  powers  of  the  monarch. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.   Paris,  September  22d, 

1787.    -        -        -    * 303 

Inrsmon  of  Htdland  by  the  Cng  of  Pnina.     Success 
of  the  Stadtholder.     March  of  the  Busnan  army 
towards  the  frontier  of  Turkey. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.   Paris,  September  24tb, 

1787. 304 

Erery  day  something  new  and  impmtanL  Informa- 
tion given  to  Count  de  Hontmtnin,  by  Mr.  E^n, 
that  Ei^land  con^ders  her  contention  with  France 
relative  to  naval  armaments  at  an  end,  and  that  they 
are  arming  generally. 
From  Thomas  JeSerson  to  John  Adams.  Paris, 
September  28th,  1787. 305 

A  copy  of  Mr.  Adams'  book  recaved.  Comments 
t)iu4on.  AfiUrs  of  Holland  a  warning  to  ua.  Rule 
«f  conduct  adopted  by  Ei^;land. 
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COMTCMTI.  UX 

From  rniomas  J^erson  to  M.  Dumas.    Pam,  Oct.    ' 

24th,  1787. 308 

Has  written  to  the  Dutch  Minister  to  «ecure  protection 
to  the  person,  &mily  uid  effects  of  M.  Dumas,  to 
which  a  &vorabIe  answer  has  been  recelFed. 
From  Thomas  JeSerson  to  Johii  Jay.     Pans,  Oct. 
8th,  1787. 309 

European  AfTairs.  In  case  of  a  ^neral  war  our  neu- 
trality will  be  attended,  with  advantages ;  but  thinks 
the  goTemment  of  England  will  not  permit  it,  that 
we  shall  be  driven  from  our  neutral  ground,  and 
therefive  adrises  wariike  preparations.  Case  of  H. 
Dumas. 
From  Thomas  Jefierson  to  John  Jay.  Paris,  Oct. 
8th,  1787. 313 

The  Count  De  Housder  will  delirer  this.  PaTorable 
sentiments  expressed  of  the  Count.  Diviaion  inthe 
Councils  of  France,  on  the  question  of  peace  or 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  M.  Le  Comte  de  Mous- 
tier.     Paris,  October-9tli,  1787.         -        -        -315 

On  bis  appinntment  as  Minister  to  the  ITiuted  States. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  M.  Dumas.     Paris,  Oct. 
14th,  1787. 316 

Relative  to  treating  with  the  £mper<»  of  Germanf. 
No  lotu;«r  possessed  of  power  to  treat    Sympattij 
for  HoUsnd. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  iheCount  De  Montmorin. 
Paris,  October  23d,  1787.         -         .        -        -  317 
Belative  to  the  tartt,  prohibiting  the  imputation  of 
whale  tnls  and  spermaceti  of  foreign  fisheries.  Asks 
informatiou  concerning  the  extent  of  the   arr«(. 
Great  importance  of  the  subject  to  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Nov. 
3d,  1787.       -        -         -        -        -        -        -  320 

Detail  of  European  aifairs.  Solution  of  the  British 
armaments.  The  conqnest  of  America.  Thinks 
nevettiieleaa  the  re.eat^lishment  of  the  Stadtholder 


referred  to  in  the  preening  letter,  (337.)    Counter 


From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Nov. 

3d,n87. 

Details  of  the  Court  and  Cabinet  of  Versulles.     Infi- 
delity of  the  French  port  office. 
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From  ntomas  Jeflbrsdn  to  the  Count  de  Montmotin. 


PSris,  Not.  6lh,  1787. 


340 


CMC  of  ui  Americut  hosti^  conflncd  in  the  priiimt 
of  Dnnkirk.  SoHcita  hia  liberation.  Dutlea  imposed 
upon  whale  oil  in  Eng'Und-  Poailion  of  the  Nan- 
tucket fishennen.  Their  expectations  from  France. 
Reasons  for  a.  reduction  of  du^  by  France.  The 
eipiration  of  the  order  of  Berni,  will  produce  em- 
bsmajmcnts  to  Ihe  meFchants  in  the  tobacco  tntde. 
Solicitous  to  obtiin  the  ultimate  decision  of  lua  Ma- 
jesty's Council. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Adama.     Paris, 

Nov.  13th,  1787.    - 3 

Mr.  Rutledee  the  bearer.     Letters  of  various  dates 
acknowledged.     Eui«pean  afliirs,     Distress  of  the 
Count  de  Uontmorin  on  signing'  the  counter  declar- 
ation.    Opinion  of  the  new  CDnstltution.. 
From  Thomas  JeSerson  to  Col.  Smith.   Pans,  Nov. 

13th,  1787. 3 

Endeavors  to  show  dvilities  to  Americans  in  Palis. 
Bemarks  on  the  new  constitutim. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to   William  Carraichael. 

Paris,  Dec.  lltb,  1787. 

Regret  at  Ifr.  Ctrmichael's  insbili^  to  decypher  a 
lormer  letter.  PartlculaTly  questioned  by  Mr.  Eden 
as  to  the  effect  of  our  trea^  with  France,  in  the 
event  of  awar.  His  peculiar  bitterness  towards  us. 
Our  new  constitution  attacked  in  the  American 
papers.  Objections.  Probable  course  of  the  States 
m  regard  to  it  Sale  of  the  western  lands  success- 
fill.  Survey  of  Hhe  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Would 
be  pleased  tn  possess  detuts  of  mrvey,  &e. 
From  ThOTTias  Jeffirson  to  John  Adams.  Paris, 
Dec.  I2th,  1787. 345 

Relative  to  Fizeaux'a  loan.   His  letter  to  them.    Tlteir 

letter  transmitted  to  Congress.     No  reply.     Credit 

should  be  siiatfflned  in  Holland.     Hefera  the  matter 

to  the  connderstion  of  Hr.  Adsins. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  James  Madison.    Paris, 

Dec.  20ih,  1787.    ------  347 

Remarks  and  opinions  upon  the  new  c<»istitution. 
From  Hiomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Dec. 

31st,  1787. 354 

Anxious  to  obtaki  in  airel  upon  the  subMance  of  M. 
De  Calonne's  letter.  Deferred  by  frequent  changes 
of  the  ConptroUer  General.  At  length  obtwned. 
Aid  of  the  Harqius  De  la  Fayette  invaluable.  Re- 
marks upon  the  articles  of  the  ami.     European 
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From  Thomas  Je&rsoD  to  M.  Le  Comte  de  Beni- 
storff,  Minister  of  Foreign  A^rs,  Copenhagen. 
Paris,  January  Qlst,  1788.       -        -        -        -  360 
CUinu  indemnilication  for  the  value  of  diree  prizes 
nude  by  ConunodOTe  Pull  Joim  duriiw  tbc  late 
war,  which  put  into  Beinn  in  diabcn  and  were  de- 
livered up  to  the  Engilan  by  orders  frran  the  Court 
of  Denmark.     Commodore  Jonea  deputed  spedal 
ageitt. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Feb. 

5th,  1788. 362 

Letters  delivered  in  the  cue  of  the  Brif^  Absoloma. 

European  afiaira.     Violent  opposition  raised  to  the 

arret  for  the  encouragement  of  American  commerce. 

Intelligence  from  A^ers. 

FnMn  the  same  to  the  same.     Amsterdam,  March 

13th,  1788. -365 

Vuits  Amsterdam  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  amui^- 
ments  with  the  bankers. 
Frcnn  the  same  to  the  same.     Amsterdam,  March 

16th,  1788. 366 

PaitJculardetwlaofUie  journey  to  Amsterdam,  lib. 
Adsms  met  at  the  Hsgtje.  Arrangements  made 
with  the  bankerB  of  Amaterdsm.  Provision  made 
fbr  the  years  '89  and  *90,  Buropean  aAairs.  Sns- 
]»(Jona  entertained  of  the  SpAnisn  amament.  Ex- 
tnt^frnn  the  Count  de  Vergennes'  despatch  to  the 
MMQudeVerac,  (3n.) 
From  John  Jay  to  TbomM  Jefierson.     November 

3d,  1787. 372 

Transmits  an  act  of  Congress  containing  instmctiona 
relative  to  the  Demands  of  the  United  Stateasgainst 
the  Court  of  Denmark.  Georgia  distressed  by  the 
Indiana.     Extract  &om  the  Secret  Journal,  October 

a5th  irar,  C3r3.) 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  April 

24th,  1788. 375 

I^etters  acknowledged  to  the  5th  Febniaiy-  No  ordera 
reapectfaig  them.     The  commerdal  arrangements 
of  France  bear  marks  of  wisdom  and  tiberah^. 
Thinks  France  should  give  Americana  the  privileges 
of  Frenchmen,  recdvin;  inretamtheprtvil^eaof 
Americans. 
From  the  unie  to  the  same.     May  16tb,  1788.     -  376 
Aeeeonon  of  Maryland  to  the  number  of  the  Slates 
which  hsve  adopted  the  oonititutioo. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury.     Paris,  Febmary  7th,  1788.         -  377 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


ZXU  CORTKNTI. 

ConiiiKi4oreJone«Ii«adepBrtedfaTCop«nha{^n.  Let- 
ter from  the  buikers  Vteaaxa.  IVUlinks  and  Stap- 
hontB.  Bztncttlierefrom.  Financud  siFurs,  Criti- 
cbI  ntu»tioQ  of  American  credit.  Ofiera  to  proceed 
toHolLud. 
From  TbomEts  Jefferson  to  John  Adams.     Paria, 

March  2d,  X788. 379 

Determines  to  meet  Hr.  Adsms  at  the  Hague,  with  a 


From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     June  9th, 
1788. 380 

Letters  acknowledged  to  the  16th  Hsrch.  liopies  of 
■evera]  acts  transmitted  and  papers  in  the  case  of 
Francis  Cazeau.     On  the  adoption  of  the  conslitu- 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  M.  Dumas.     Amster- 
dam, March  29th,  1788.  -        -        -        -  382 

Relative  to  his  talat;.  Remtirks  on  the  American  con- 
stitutioii. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury.     Amsterdam,  March  29th,  1788.  383 
On  the  transfer  of  the  domestic  debt  to  foreigners. 
Its  injurious  consequences.     Mode  of  prevention. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  May 

4th,  1788. 385 

Fn^reas  of  the  loan  in  Holknd.  Call  of  France  for 
the  interest  of  the  debt  due  to  her.  Redemption  of 
prisoners  at  Algiers.  Hr.  Jeftersoh's  conduct  mis- 
understood on  that  subject.  Letter  &om  our  agent 
atHo^ore.  Threats  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco 
against  the  Netherlands.  Spanish  armament.  Com- 
modMe  Paul  Jones  has  accepted  the  offer  of  the 
Empress  of  Rusma  to  enter  her  service  as  Rear  Ad- 
miral. Correspondence  betveen  Commodore  Jones 
and  Count  de  BemstorfF  enclosed.  Debt  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  (389.)  From  J.  Paul 
Jones  to  Count  de  Bemstoff.  Copenhsgen,  March 
24th,  iraS,  (391.)  From  the  same  to  the  same. 
Copenhagen,  MarchSOth,  1788,  (392.)  From  the 
same  to  ue  same.  Copenhagen,  April  Sth,  178S, 
(393.)  From  the  Count  de  Benurtorif  to  John  Paul 
Jones,  (394.) 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  May 
23d,  1788. 396 

Froceedinga  at  Paris.  Arrest  of  men^ets  of  Parlia- 
ment Pn^ress  of  the  revdution.  European  >f- 
fiura.  Armmg  of  the  Nivthem  Powers.  Gradual 
and  general  arming  in  Europe  will  be  productive  of 
war.    Complaints  of  the  isTtt  of  December  39tli, 
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by  the  French  mettJutnti.    An  orrd  jMised  liindg- 
mg  the  entrepol  of  codGih.  Advicet  mm  the  Bmuc- 
en  of  the  stite  of  the  finMicei. 
Fnnn  'Hioinas  Jeficrson  lo  John  Jay.     Paris,  May 

27th,  1788. 404 

Dekj  in  the  settlement  of  tccount  how  occadoDed. 

B^tJTe  to  outiit.     IiwifficicDoy  of  nluy  ilone  to 

nipport  a  fbragn  minister.     Mr.  Jiy  reqaested  to 

confer  with  Hr.  HadiMm  upon  the  n^ect 

From   Thomas  Je^rson  to   William   Camiichael. 

Paris,  May  27th,  1788. 408 

Relative  to  a  nirvej  of  the  IithmuB  of  PMMm»,  (fit,- 
1.)  American  affain.  Kentucky  a  aepuate  go- 
'  '■'  ■'         ■  ■  "-*nch  nunister. 


Dispute  with  the  ni 
Conduct  of  Hamuhusetta  in  accepting  the  n 
constitntiott.     ffiot  in  New  York,     llie  Doctora* 
mob.     An  account  thereof. 
From  Thomas  Je^rson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  May 
30th,  1783.  -        -        -        -        -        -  412 

Delaj  of  Ht.  Worville  aJTcatb  an  opportunity  of  con- 
veying; fiulher  intell^ence  of  the  proceeding*  at 
Paria. 
From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  JeSerson.     Septemher 

23d,  1788. 412 

Lettenreceiredt^tbeSOtbHa^.     Encloses  an  act  of 
Conneaa  authorizing  the  aubaigtence  of  the  captives 
at  Algiers.     Postponea  detaila  in  reply  to  subject  of 
salsry  and  outfit  for  a  private  letter. 
From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Comte  De  Bemstoff. 
Paris,  June  19th,  1788.  -        -        -        -  414 

Bffera  to  a  former  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  prizes 
taken  by  Admiral  Paul  Jones  and  sent  into  Norway. 
That  officer  wu  delegated  to  amtiige  the  aftair. 
Hr.  Jefferson  is  in  poasewoa  of  fiill  powers  on  that 
subject ;  but  the  comnussion  for  (brming  treaties  of 
unity  and  commerce  haa  expired.  Fr^ies  a  final 
settlement  of  the  claiin  upon  Denmark. 

From  Thomas  Jeffei^on  to  Count  De  Montmorin. 
Paris,  Juna  20th,  1768.  -        -        -        -  416 

Gives  a  general  ides  of  the  changes  which  should  be 
made  m  the  Consular  Convention   Beasona  Bsaigned 
at  large  for  the  proposed  alterations. 
From  Thomas  Je&rson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  July 
29th,  1788.    -        -        -        -        -        -        -  424 

Endosea  a  letter  from  Julien  Laurent,  claiming  wages. 
Etc. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  Aug. 
3d,  1788.      -        -        -  ■     -        -        -        -  424 
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XXIT  CONTENTS. 

Ptge. 

Proceeding!  of  the  Noblewe  of  Bretagne.  Airival  of 
Ambassidoni  trorn  Tippoo  Salb.  Hostilities  com' 
menced  by  Sweden  against  Rus^  Fro|;rea>  of 
the  TurkiM  war.  Dispute  between  the  Papal  See 
and  the  SJng  of  Naples.  Two  volumes  of  Silaa 
Deane'a  letters  offered  for  a^e  to  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Extract  from  the  account  book.  On  the  purchtse 
of  the  liquidated  domestic  debt  by  fbrei^ers.  Re- 
ply of  the  King  to  tiie  Deputies  and  Comn^snoners 
of  the  States  of  Brittany,  [430.)  Eltttact  from 
Silas  Deanc's  account  book,  (432. ) 
From  Thomas  Jefierscui  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  Aug.    ■ 

10th,  1789. 437 

European  affiurB.     Battle  between  the  Swedes  and 
Hussianfl.     Swedish  manifesto.     Dealh  of  the  Hare- 
Bcba]  de  Richlieu. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.      Paris,  Aug.  11th, 
1788.    -        -        -        -  _       -        -        -        -  438 
An  arret  for  the  assembling  of  the  States  General. 
Intelligence  from  Algiers.     ExcesMve  demand  for 
the  redemption  of  prisoners.     Dispute  between  Al- 
giers and  Prance. 
From  John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jeffeison.     Not.  25tb, 

1788.  441 

I.etters  acknowledged  to  the  11th  August     Adrises 

the  purchase  of  Sibs  Deane's  books.     Transnuta  a 

letter  from  Robert  Montgomery  of  Alicant,  on  Bar. 

bary  affairs.     Mr.  Nesbit  the  bearer. 

From  Thomas  JeSerson  to  W.  Carmichael.     Paris, 

Aug.  12th,  1788. 443 

American  aDain.  The  constitution  accepted  by  eleven 
States.  Coi^resB  has  acceded  to  the  prayer  of 
Kentucky  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  Pro- 
motion of  Paul  Jones.  Approbation  of  the  pro- 
ceeiUngs  of  the  French  Ministry. 
From  Thomas  Jeffirson  to  John  Jay,  Paris,  Aug. 
26th,  1788. 445 


Frtwn  the  same  to  the  same.     Sept.  8d,  1788.        -  447 
Continuation  of  French  affaim.     Disorders  in  Paris. 
Appmntment  of  Hr.  Necker.     Prom  the  same  to  the 
same.   Paris,  Sept  6, 1788.   Relative  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  loan  of  a  million  of  guilders. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  Sept.  24th, 
1788.  -        -        -        :        -        -        -  451 

The  Russians  had  overrated  their  victory  on  the  Black 
Sea.    Believes  the  C^tun  Pacha  still  master  (^ 
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that  Ma.    Affun  of  Europe.    The  Deputlei  of 
Brittanf  BM  nleaKd. 
From  Thomas   Jefferson  to  the   Commissioneis  of 
the  Treasury.     Paris,  Sept.  6th,  1778.     -        -  453 
Trsimnita  certain  p^ers  by  Mr.  Vsnnet,  to  be  deli- 
vered at  New  York.     TheralificstiDnof  thekNmof 
*88  recced. 
Fiotn  Thomas  JefiersoD  to  Jphn  Jay.     Paris,  Nov. 
14th,  1788 -  455 

Caiue  of  tlra  delaj  of  entering  upon  the  Coiuubr 

Convention,  at  length  completeiC  and  the  onginal 
transniitted  for  the  mlificatioo  c^  Congress.  A 
brief  enumeration  of  the  changes  effected.  Eo- 
closes  the  sevend  Bchemee  succesuvel;  proposed. 
ObserradooB  upon  Consular  appointments.  Pre- 
ference to  be  given  to  native  citizens  over  aliens- 
Adds  IoceJ  observations  on  the  ports  of  France. 
State  of  the  iKspute  with  Schweighauser  &  Dobree. 
Urst  form  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  United' 
States  (464)  First  counter  proportion  on  the  put 
of  France  (473)  Second  form  proposed  on  the 
part  of  the  Dnited  States  (488).  Consular  Con- 
vention M  eniUjmgned,  (497.) 
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THB 

CORRESPONDENCE 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

ONE    OF    THE    COHHISSIONESS    fOa    THE    FOBHATION    OF 

TREATIES  OT  AHITI  AND  COUMERCE,  AND  HIN- 

18TEB  PLENIFOTENTIABT  TO  TRANCE. 

THE  ANSWERS  OF  JOHN  JAY, 

SECRETARY  TOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 


FROM   TH01U5   lEFFEBSON   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

fang.  BfiKh  5,  irS6.    ' 
Sir, 

The  several  commissions  to  vhidi  Congress  were  ^ 
pleased  to  appoint  Colonel  Humphreys,  Secretary  of  Le- 
gation, being  shortly  to  expire,  and  a  French  packet  offer- 
ing him  a  convenient  passage  in  the  month  of  April,  he 
proposes  to  av^  himself  of  that  occasion  of  returning  to 
his  own  country,  and  of  there  presen^g  his  respects  and 
thanks  (o  Congress. 

As  a  member  of  the  several  commissions  with  which 
bis  i^ce  was  connected,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  his  ready,  able  and  feithful  discharge  of  all  its 
duties;  and  I  beg  leave,  through  you  to  Congress,  to  as- 
sure them,  that  his  talents  and  dispositions  are  such,  as 
they  may  repose  themselves  on  with  security,  should  they 
think  proper  to  avul  our  country  of  them,  on  any  future 
occasion.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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4  THOMAS  JEFFERSON— JOHN  JAY. 

FROH    THOMAS   JEFrKBSON  TO   JOHN  J&T. 

London,  March  13,  17S6. 
Sir, 
The  date  of  a  letter  from  London  will  doubtless  be  as 
unexpected  to  joa,  as  it  was  unforesean  by  myself  k  few 
days  ago.  On  the  37th  of  the  last  month,  Col.  Smith 
arrived  in  Paris  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  inibrmbg 
me,  that  then  was  at  this  place  a  Minister  from  Tripoli, 
having  general  powers  to  enter  into  treaties  on  behalf  of 
bis  State,  and  with  whom  it  was  possible  we  might  do 
something  in  our  commissions  to  that  power ;  and  that  he 
gave  reason  to  believe  he  could  also  take  arrangements 
with  us  for  Tunis. 

He  further  added  that  the  M&iister  of  Foctugal  here 

had  received  ultimate  instructions  from  his  Court,  and 

that  probably  that  treaty  might  be  concluded  in  the  space 

'    of  three  weeks,  were  we  all  on  the  ^>ot  together. 

He  tberelbre  pressed  nte  to  caae  over  immediately. 

The  first  of  these  objects  had  some  weight  on  my 

mind,  because  ta  we  hsd  sent  do  p»soo  to  Tripoli  or 

TVinia,  I  thought  if  we  coald  meet  a  Minister  from  then 

<u  tiua  ground,  otu  anrangements  would  be  settled  ouich 

sooner  and  at  less  expense.     But  what  principally  da- 

caded  wttit  me  was  the  dessire  ef  IniDgmg  matters  to  a 

conclusion  with  Portugal,  before  the  term  of  our  eommisi- 

lion  should  expire,  or  any  new  turn  is  the  negotiaitions  of 

France  tnd  England,  should  itbate  their  willingness  to  &ti 

a  conimioo  with  us. 

A  tttird  motiTe  had  also  its  we^t.  I  hoped  that  my 
attendajKse  hete,  uul  the  neeeauty  of  shortenug  it,iB^^ 
be  made  use  of  to>  ibiv*  »  dAcislve  UMwes  from  tlua 
Conrt. 
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I  thflrefbrs  concluded  to  comply  with  Mr.  Adams*  re- 
queaU 

I  went  imniediately  to  Versailles  and  apprised  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  that  ciicumstances  of  public  duty 
called  me  hither  for  three  or  four  weeks,  arranged  whb 
him  soma  matters,  and  set  out  wHb  Col.  Smith  for  this 
place,  whore  we  arrived  last  night ;  which  was  as  early 
as  the  excesBire  rigor  of  the  weather  admitted. 

1  saw  Mr.  Adams  immediately  and  again  to-day. 

He  informs  me,  that  the  Minister  of  Portugal  was  ta- 
ken ill  dve  or  six  days  ago,  has  been  very  much  so,  but 
is  now  somewhat  better. 

It  would  be  very  mortifying,  indeed,  should  thb  acei- 
dent,  with  the  shortnesB'  of  the  term  to  which  I  limit  my 
stay  here,  defeat  what  was  the  principal  object  of  my 
journey,  and  that  without  which  1  should  hardly  have 
underlaken  it.  With  respect  to  this  country,  I  had  bo 
doubt  but  that  every  consideration  had  been  urged  by 
Mr.  Adams,  which  was  proper  to  be  urged. 

Nothing  remains  midone  in  this  way.  But  we  sliall 
avail  oureelves  of  toy  journey  here,  as  if  made  on  pur- 
pose, just  before  the  expiration  of  our  oommissiion;  to 
fbnn  our  repwt  to  Congress  on  the  exocutioa  of  that 
eommissioa,  which  report  they  may  be  given  to  know 
oonnot  be  formed,  without  decisive  infonnation  of  the 
ultimate  determination  of  their  Court. 

There  is  no  doubt  what  that  determioatJoD  will  be ;  but 
it  wUl  be  usefid  to  have  it,  as  it  may  put  an  end  to  all 
fiirthn  expectations  on  our  «de  the  water,  and  shew  that 
the  time  is  come  for  dwng  whatever  is  to  be  done  by  us, 
for  counteracting  the  unjust  and  greedy  designs  of  this 
country. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


6  THOMAS  JEFFERSON— JOHN  JAY. 

We  shall  have  the  honor,  before  1  leave^his  place,  to 
inform  you  of  the  result  of  the  several  matters  which 
have  brought  me  to  it. 

A  day  or  two  before  my  departure  from  Paris,  1  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  January ;  the  c|uestion  therein 

proposed  :  "  How  far'France  considers  herself  as  bound 
to  insist  on  the  delivery  of  the  posts?"  would,  ialalliblyr 
produce  another:  How  far  we  consider  oureelves  as  guar- 
antees of  their  American  possessions,  and  bound  to  enter 
into  any  future  war,  in  which  these  may  be  attacked? 

The  words  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  seem  to  be  with- 
out ambiguity  on  either  head.  Yet  I  should  be  afraid  to 
commit  Congress,  by  answering  without  authority. 

I  will  endeavor,  on  my  return,  to  sound  the  opinion  of 
the  Minister^  if  possible,  without  exposing  myself  to  the 
other  question.  Should  any  thing  forcible  be  meditated 
aa  those  posts,  it  would  possibly  be  thought  prudent, 
previously  to  ask  the  good  offices  of  France,  to  obtain 
their  delivery. 

In  this  case,  they  would  probably  say  we  must  first  ex- 
ecute the  treaty  on  our  part,  by  repealing  all  acts  which 
have  contravened  it. 

Now,  this  measure,  if  there  be  any  candor  in  the  Court 
of  Lfondon,  would  suffice  to  obtain  a  delivery  of  the 
posts  frcMn  them,  without  the  mediation  of  any  third 
power. 

However,  if  this  mediation  should  be  finally  needed, 
I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  our  obtaining  it,  and  still  less  to 
question  its  omnipotent  influence  on  the  British  Court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8zc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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rSOM  JOHN   JAT  TO    THOUAS    JEFFEEBON. 

New  York,  June  16,  17a£. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  of  the  14th  ult.  I  have  been 
honwed  with  youis  of  the  Sod  Januaiy  and  5th  and  12th 
of  March  laat.  I  have  also,  received  a  joint  letter  from 
you  and  Mr.  Adams,  of  28th  March.  All  of  them  have 
been  laid  before  Congress,  who,  as  yet,  have  not  given 
me  any  orders  respecting  the  contents  of  ntboF. 

The  first  of  these  tetters,  viz:  that  of  3nd  January, 
strikes  me  as  very  inteiesUi^.  I  always  wished^  and 
that  very  sincerely,  that  on  the  return  of  peace,  France 
might  derive  essential  advantages  fn»n  our  commerce. 
I  regret  that  this  has  not  been  the  case,  and  that  the 
causes  which  occasioned  the  disappointment,  have  not' 
sooner  been  iovestigated  and  removed.  lu  my  opinion, 
you  have  done  it  candidly  and  ably ;  and  it  would  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  bear  that  France  has  so  regulated 
her  commerce,  as  that  the  people  of  this  country  may 
indulge  their  desire,  of  giving  the  productions  <^  this 
country,  in  exchange  for  those  of  that.  There  is  certain- 
ly  much  wisdom  and  knowledge  in  France,  but  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce  do  not  appear  to  be  as  well  understood 
in  that  country  as  in  England.  However  the  system  of 
'  forming  and  monopoly  may  comport  with  , the  news  of 
Government  in  some  points,  the  experience  of  ages  bears 
testimony  to  the  injuries  they  have  done  to  commerce. 
Governments,  however,  like  individuals,  sometimes  be- 
come too  strongly  attached,  by  long  continued  habit, 
even  to  what  daily  does  them  harm.  So  that  we  may 
apply  to  efmrs  in  poUtics,  what  was  wisely  remaiked  of 
errors  in  morals :  it  is  hard  for  those  who  are  accustomed 
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to  do  evil  to  learn  to  do  well.  When  I  was  in  France,  1 
heard  diat  system  censured  by  almost  eveiy  gentleman 
whom  I  hesnl  speak  of  it,  and  yet  it  seems  so  6rnily  fix- 
ed, perhaps  by  golden  rivets,  even  on  soTeieignty  itself, 
ss  that  the  speedy  destniction  of  it,  seems  ralber  to  be 
wished  for  than  expected. 

I  beiewitb  send  copies  of  several  letters  respecting 
Mr.  Gallatin,  which  will  eoable  you  to  assure  his  iiisnds 
of  bis  being  alive,  and  probably  doing  well. 

I  am  impatient  to  recdve  the  oadera  of  Ccmgross,  on  the 
subject  of  your  negotiations  with  the  Barbary  powers. 
As  yet  that  bumess  remains  under  con»d»ation.  As  to 
further  loaaa,  I  have  lot^  tfaougbt  that  tiny  should  be  pre- 
ceded by  proper  ammgements  for  the  payment  of  interest 
sod  principal,  90  that  the  public  faith  may  be  punctually 
kept.  Naticsial  character  depends  upon  it,  and  1,  for  my 
put,  think  national  chantcter  is  of  more  imporl^ice,  than 
even  peace  with  those  pirates. 

Yonr  reasoos  for  going  to  f^and  appear  to  me  as 
they  did  to  you,  cogent  uid  conolusive,  and  ]  make  no 
doubt  but  that  good  will  resnlt  irom  it,  although,  peili^, 
not  all  that  might  have  been  expected.  The  a%ir  vi 
our  posts  is  a  serious  business,  end  the  more  so,  as  in  my 
opinion  Britaia  has  too  much  retson  on  her  side.  They 
wlw  ask  equi^,  eiiould  do  it. 

You  wUl  also  receive  with  tfas  letter,  some  of  our  late 
papen,  and  I  shall  take  the  fim  good  opportunity  that 
may  tySar,  to  write  to  you  more  particulariy  and  explicitly 
on  seveml  subjects. 

With  great  and  aacere  esteem  and  respect,  1  bam  the 
honor  to  be,  be. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROBI   THOMAS   JETrEBSON  TO   JOBK   JAT. 

London,  AprU  23,  1746. 
Sir, 
In  another  letter  of  this  day,  I  stated  to  you  what  had 
passed    with  public  characters,   since  my  arrival  here: 
CoDversatioDs  with  private  mdividuals,  I  thought  it  best 
not  to  mingle  with  the  contents  of  that  letter. 

Yet,  as  some  have  taken  place,  which  relate  to  mat- 
ters within  our  instructions,  and  with  persons,  whose 
opinions  deserve  to  have  some  weight,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  stating  them.  In  a  conversation  with  an  an- 
cient and  respectable  merchant  of  this  place,  such  a 
view  of  the  true  state  of  the  commercial  connexion  of 
America  and  Great  Briteun,  was  presented  to  him,  as 
induced  him  to  acknowledge  they  bad  been  mistaken 
in  tbeir  opinions,  and  to  ask  that  Mr.  Adams  and  myself 
would  permit  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Ameri- 
can merchants  to  call  on  us. 

He  observed,  that  the  same  person  happened  to  be, 
also,  chairman  of  the  ccanmittee  of  the  whole  body  of 
British  merchants,  and  that  such  was  the  respect  paid  to 
his  person  and  office,  that  we  might  consider  what  came 
from  him,  as  coming  from  the  committees  themselves. 
He  called  on  us,  at  an  appointed  hour.  It  was  a  Mr. 
Duncan  Campbell,  formerly,  much  concerned  in  the 
American  trade.  We  entered  on  the  sutjeot  of  the  non- 
execution  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  alleged  on  both 
sides.  We  observed,  that  the  refusal  to  deliver  the 
western  posts,  and  the  withdrawing  American  property, 
contrary  to  express  stipulation,  having  preceded  what  we 
considered  as  breaches  on  our  pert,  were  to  be  con»der- 
VoL.  III. — 2 
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ed  as  the  causes  of  our  proceediDgs.  The  obstructions 
thrown  by  our  legidatures  in  the  way  of  the  recovery  of 
their  debts,  was  insisted  on  by  him.  We  observed  to 
him,  that  the  great  amount  of  the  debt  from  America  to 
Great  Kritain,  and  the  little  circulating  coin  in  the  former 
country,  rendered  an  immediate  payment  impaauble. 
That  time  waa  necessary.  That  we  had  been  authorized 
to  enter  into  explanatory  arnrngBments  oa  t\ik  sut^ect, 
that  we  had  made  overtures  for  the  purpoae,  which  bad 
not  been  attended  to,  and  that  the  States  had  therefore 
been  obliged  to  modify  the  article  fiir'themselvea.  He 
acknowledged  the  impossibility  of  immediate  payment, 
the  propriety  of  an  explanatory  convention,  and  thai 
tbey  were  dispoaed  to  allow  a  reaaonaUe  tune.  Wa 
mentioned  the  term  of  five  years,  including  the  presatt, 
but  that  judgments  might  be  alh>wed  immediately,  only 
dividing  the  execution  into  equal  and  wnual  puis,  ao 
that  tke  last  should  be  levied  by  the  close  of  the  year 
1790.  This  seemed  to  be  quite  agree^le  lo  him,  aod 
to  be  as  sboft  a  teem  as  would  be  insisted  oo  by  them. 
Proceeding  to  the  sum  to  be  demanded,  we  agreed  that 
the  piinoipal,  with  the  interest  incurnng  belire  aad  afiiet 
the  wtr  should  be  paid,  but  ai  to  that  incurring  duiiog 
the  war,  ffc  difieied  from  him.  He  urged  its  juttiee 
with  respect  to  th«nselves,  who  bad  Ivd  out  of  tbe  use 
of  thehr  m<Hiey  during  that  period.  Tins  was  his  only 
topic.  We  opposed  to  it  all  those,  vriiich  circumstances, 
both  (Hiblic  and  private,  gave  rise  to.  He  appeared  to 
fef^  tbeir  weight,  but  said  the  lenuooiation  of  this  iatei* 
est  was  a  bitter  pill,  and  such  a  one  as  the  memluutts 
here  could  not  swaUow.  He  wished  ^t  no  declaration 
^uld  be  made  as  to  this  article,  but  we  observed,  that 
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if  we  entered  into  explanftti»7  dedarati6nS  of  the  pofatts 
unlitTwable  to  us,  we  should  expect,  as  a  coBnderatioii 
for  this,  corresponding  decluatioas  on  the  parts  in  oi» 
hvor.  In  (act,  we  supposed  bis  view  to  IM,  to  leave  this 
part  of  the  intetest  to  stand  on  the  ^neral  expresrioD9c^ 
the  treaty,  that  they  might  avail  themselves  id  iatUvidaid 
cases,  of  the  favorable  dispositiong  of  debtors  or  of  juries. 

We  proceeded  to  the  necessity  of  arrangements  of  our 
future  commerce,  were  it  only  as  a  means  of  enaMing 
our  country  to  pay  its  debts.  That  th*y  had  been  con- 
tracted while  certain  modes  of  remittance  had  existed 
here,  and  had  been  an  iuduoement  to  ue  to  contract 
these  debtd.  He  said  be  was  not  antborized  to  speafc 
on  tbe  subject  erf  the  fiiture  commerce. 

He  appeared  really  and  feelingly  anxious  t)»t  arraoge- 
mentS  should  be  stipulated  as  to  the  payment  of  tbe  old 
debts,  said  be  would  proceed  at  that  moment  to  Lord 
Carmarthen's  Euid  discuss  tbe  sutjeet  with  him,  and  ^ai 
We  migbtr expect  to'beaf  from  him.  He  tocJc  leave  and 
we  never  since  have  heard  from  him,  or  any  other  per- 
son on  the  subject. 

Congress  will  judge  how  for  these  conversations  should 
fafluence  their  future  proCeeifings,  or  those  of  the  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fcc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


fBOH  TH0HA5  JKI-PCRSOH  TO  JOHN  JiT. 

London,  April  23,  ir86. 
Sir, 
In  my  tetter  of  March  13th,  I  had  the  honor  of  ex- 
pluning  to  you  the  motives,  wbtcb  bad  brought  me  to 
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this  placa.  A,  joint  letter  liom  Mr.  Adams  and  myself 
sent  by  the  ta^t  packet,  informed  you  of  the  result  of 
oui  conferences  with  the  Tripoline  Minister. 

The  confeiences  with  the  Minister  of  Portugal  have 
been  drawn  to  a  greater  length  than  I  expected,  bowevet 
every  tluDg  is  now  agreed,  and  the  treaty  will  be  ready 
for  signature  the  day  after  to-morrow.  I  shall  set  out 
for  Patis  the  same  day.  With  this  country  aothiog  is 
done,  and  that  nothing  b  intended  to  be  done  on  theii 
part,  admits  not  the  smallest  doubt.  The  nation  is  against 
any  change  of  measures.  The  Ministers  are  against  it, 
some  from  princ^lcj  others  from  subserviency,  and  the 
King  more  than  all  men  is  against  it.  If  we  take  a  re- 
trospect to  the  beginning  of  the  present  reign,  we  ob- 
serve that  amidst  all  the  changes  of  Ministry,  no  change 
of  measures  with  respect  to  America  ever  took  place  ; 
excepting  only  at  the  moment  of  the  peace,  and  the 
Minister  of  that  moment  was  immediately  removed. 

Judging  of  the  future  by  the  past,  I  do  not  expect  a 
change  of  disposition,  during  the  present  reign,  which 
bids  fair  to  he  a  long  one,  as  the  King  is  healthy  and 
temperate,  that  he  is  persevering  we  know.  If  he  ever 
changes  his  plan,  it  will  be  in  consequence  of  events, 
which  neither  himself  nor  his  Ministers  at  present  place 
among  those  which  are  probable.  Even  the  opposition 
.  dare  not  open  their  lips  in  favor  of  a  connexion  with  us, 
so  unpopular  would  be  the  topic. 

It  is  not  that  they  think  our  commerce  unimportant  to 
them.  I  find  that  the  merchants  have  set  sufficient  value 
on  it ;  but  that  they  are  sure  of  keeping  it  on  tbeir  own 
tenps.  No  better  proof  can  be  shewn  of  the  security  in 
which  the  Minister!  think  themselves  oo  this  bead,  than 
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that  they  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  give  us  a 
conference  on  the  subject,  though  on  my  amral,  we  ex- 
hibited to  them  our  commission,  observed  to  them  that  it 
would  expire  on  the  12th  of  the  next  mcHith,  and  that  I 
had  come  over  on  purpose  to  see  if  any  arrangementa 
could  be  made  before  that  time.  Of  two  months  which 
then  remained,  six  weeks  have  elapsed  without  one  scrap 
of  a  pen  or  one  word  from  a  Minister,  except  a  vague 
proposition  at  an  accidental  meeting.  We  availed  our- 
selves even  of  that,  to  make  another  essay  to  extort  some 
sort  of  declaration  from  the  Court,  hut  their  silence  is 
in^cible.  But  of  all  this  as  well  as  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  negotiation  with  Portugal,  information  will  be 
given  you  by  a  joint  lettter  from  Mr.  Adams  and  myself. 

The  moment  is  certainly  arrived,  when  the  plan  (rf 
this  Court  bebg  out  of  all  doubt.  Congress  and  the 
States  may  decide  what  their  own  measures  should  be. 

The  Marqub  of  Lansdowne  spoke  of  you  in  very 
friendly  terms,  and  desired  roe  to  present  his  respects  to 
you,  in  the  first  letter  I  should  write. 

He  is  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  folly  of  the  present 
measures  of  this  country,  as  are  a  few  other  characters 
about  him.  Dr.  Price  is  among  these,  and  is  particular- 
ly disturbed  at  the  present  prospects.  He  acknowledges 
however  that  all  change  is  desperate ;  which  weighs  the 
more  as  he  is  intimate  with  Mr.  Pitt. 

This  smalt  band  of  friends,  lavorable  as  it  is,  does  not 
pretend  to  say  one  word  in  public  on  our  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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PBOH  JOHN    JAI   TO   THOXAB  JErVEBSON. 

New  York,  July  14,  itr86. 
Dear  Sir, 

Siuce  my  last  to  you,  of  the  !6th  uh.  I  have  been 
hoDofed  widi  your  letter  of  8%^,  and  a  jomt  one  fiom 
you  and  Mr.  Adams,  of  25th  April. 

Conndering  the  imporUnce  of  our  commerce  with 
Portugal,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn,  that  a  treaty  vitb 
that  kingdom  W89  nearly  concluded.  Until  our  a^rs 
shall  be  more  perfectly  arranged,  we  shall  treat  under 
disadvantages,  and,  therefore,  I  am  not  surprised  that  our 
negotiations  mth  Britain  and  Barbary  are  unpromisbg. 
To  be  respectable  abroad,  it  is  necessary  to  be  so  at 
bome,  and  that  will  not  be  the  case,  until  our  public  &ith 
acquires  more  ccmfidence,  and  our  Government  naorc 
strength. 

When,  or  how,  these  great  objects  will  be  attained, 
can  scarcely  be  conjectured.  An  uneasiness  preraib 
through  the  country,  and  may  produce,  eventually  the  de- 
sired reformati(»i,  and  it  may  also  produce  untoward 
events.  Time,  alone,  can  decide  this  and  many  other 
doubts.  For  nations,  like  m^viduals,  are  more  frequent- 
ly  guided  by  cinsumstances,  than  circumstances  by  them. 

I  am  not  charged  to  communicate  to  you  any  instrac- 
liow,  though  I  have  reason  to  think  that  some  will  be 
ready,  by  the  time  the  next  packet  will  stul.  Nor  have 
I  any  very  interesting  intslfigence  to  transmit.  The 
British  Government  at  New  Bruuswick,  have  lately  given 
uneasiness  to  Massachnsetu,  by  extending  their  jurisdic- 
tion farther  than  the  treaty  will  warrant.  And  from  the 
present  state  of  our  Indian  afiaiis,  there  is  reason  to  ap- 
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prebend  trouble  with  them.  They  appear  diantisfied 
with  their  late  cessions  to  us,  and  it  is  not  improbsble 
that  they  will  give  interruption  to  our  surveyors.  How 
&r  these  people  may  be  instigated  by  our  neighbore  is 
not  decided;  but  the  asperity  observable  in  the  Biitisb 
oauon  towards  us,  creates  suspicions  that  tbey  wish  to  see 
our  difficulties,  of  every  ^d,  increase  and  accumulate. 
Indeed,  I  fear  that  other  European  nations  do  not  regard  ' 
us  entirely  without  jealousy.  There  are  some  little  cii- 
cumstances,  which  look  as  if  the  Dutch  regret  our  having 
(bund  the  way  to  China;  and  that  will,  doubtless,  be 
more  or  less  the  case  with  every  nation,  with  whose  com- 
meidal  views  we  may  interfere.  I  am  happy  in  reflect- 
ing that  there  can  be  but  little  clashing  of  interests,  be- 
tweeamond  France,  and,  therefore,  Uiat  she  will  proba- 
Idy  continue  disposed  to  wish  us  well  and  do  ua  good, 
especially  if  we  honestly  fulfil  our  pecuniary  engage- 
ments with  her.  These  engagements,  however,  give  me 
much  ctmcern.  Every  principle  and  considersdon  of 
honor,  justice  and  interest,  call  upon  us  (ot  good  foth  and 
punctuality,  and  yet  we  are,  unhappily,  so  circumstanced 
that  the  inoDeyv  necsnaiy  fm-  the  puipoee  are  not  pio- 
vided,  nor  in  snob  a  way  (^  being  provided  as  they  ought 
to  be.  This  is  owing,  not  to  any  thing  wrong  in  Con- 
gress, but  to  their  not  posses^ng  Uiat  power  of  coercion, 
wiUiout  whiob,  no  Government  can  possibly  attain  the 
moet  salutary  and  constitutional  objects.  Excuses  and 
palliatioDS,  and  applicationi  for  more  time,  make  bad  re- 
mittances, and  will  aSbrd  no  inducements  to  our  allies  ot 
others,  to  aSotd  us  similar  aids  on  fiiture  occasions. 

I  send  herewith  a  padcet  tar  you  fiom  Mr.  Hopkinson, 
and  the  public  papers.     The  letter  w31  inform  you  of  the 
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detth  of  Genetal  GreeoQ ;  this  is  a  serious  loss  to  tbi> 
oouDtiy,  as  well  as  his  btnil;,  and  is  universally  and  jost- 
]y  lamented. 

Wiiii  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  be. 

JOHN  JAY. 


moM  THOH^s  jxrrxasoN  to  william  cabhichael. 
Puii.  lUj  5,  1786. 

Sir. 
A  insit  of  two  months  to  England,  has  been  the  cause 
of  your  not  hearing  from  me  during  that  period.  Your 
letters  of  February  the  3rd,  to  Mr.  Adams  and  myself, 
and  of  February  the  4th,  to  me,  had  come  to  hand  be- 
fore  my  departure.  While  I  was  in  London,  Mr.  Adams 
received  the  letters,  giving  mformation  of  Mr.  Lamb's 
BUival  at  Algiers.  In  London  we  had  conferences  with 
a  Tripoline  Ambassador,  now  at  that  Court,  named 
Abdcahaman.  He  asked  us  thirty  thousand  guineas  for 
a  peace  with  his  Court,  and  as  much  for  Tunis,  for  which 
he  said  he  could  answer.  What  we  were  authorized  to 
offer,  being  to  this,  but  as  a  drop  to  a  bucket,  our  con- 
ferences were  repeated,  only  for  the  purpose  of  obtaiuing 
information.  If  the  demands  of  Algiers  and  Morocco 
should  be  proportioned  to  this,  according  to  their  superior 
power,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  the  United  Swtes  will 
not  buy  a  peace  with  money.  What  principally  led  me 
to  England,  was,  the  information  that  the  Chevalier  del 
Pinto,  Portuguese  Minister  at  that  Court,  had  received 
full  powers  to  treat  with  us.    I  accordingly  went  there, 
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aod,  in  the  course  of  six  weeks,  we  Brranged  a  comtner- 
taal  treaty  between  our  two  countries.  His  powers  were 
only  to  negotiate,  not  to  sign.  And,  as  I  could  not  wait, 
Mr.  Adams  and  myself  signed^  and  the  Chevalier  del 
Pmto  expected  daily,  the  airival  of  powers  to  do  the 
same.  The  footing  (Hi  which  each  has  phiced  the  other, 
is  that  of  the  most  favored  naticHi.  We  wished  moch  to 
have  bad  8<»ne  privileges  in  their  American  possesntms ; 
but  this  was  not  to  be  effected.  The^rigbt  to  import 
flour  into  Portugal,  though  not  conceded  by  the  treaty, 
we  are  not  widuHJt  hopes  of  obtainii^. 

My  journey  fiimisbed  us  with  occasion,  to  renew  our 
overtures  to  the  Court  of  London ;  which  it  was  the 
mne  important  to  do,  as  our  powers  to  that  Court  were 
to  expire  on  the  12th  of  this  month.  These  overtures 
were  not  attended  to,  and  our  commission  expiring,  we 
made  our  final  report  to  Congress;  and  I  suppose  this  the 
last  offer  of  fiiendsfaipi  which  will  ever  be  made  on  our 
part.  The  treaty  of  peace  being  unexecuted  on  either 
part,  m  important  points,  each  will  now  take  their  own 
measures  for  obtaining  execution.  I  think  the  Kmg, 
Ministers,  and  nation,  are  more  bitteriy  hostile  to  us  at 
present,  than  at  any  period  of  the  late  war.  A  like  dis- 
ponuon  on  our  part,  has  been  rising  for  some  time.  In 
what  events  these  things  will  end,  we  cannot  foresee. 
Our  countrymen  are  eager  in  their  passions  and  enteN 
prises,  and  not  disposed  to  calculate  their  interests  against 
these.  Our  enemies,  (for  such  they  are,  m  fact)  have, 
for  twelve  years  past,  followed  but  one  uniform  rule,  that 
of  doing  exactly  the  ccmtrary  of  what  reason  points  out. 
Having  early,  during  our.  contest,  observed  this  in  the 
British  ccmduct,  I  governed  myself  by  it,  in  all  prognos- 
VoL.  Ill — 3 
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ticalk»i»  of  tfa«ir  metaurea ;  and  I  can  m^,  vidi  truth, 
it  never  fitiled  me,  but  id  the  cirewnstaiiGe  of  their  rniking 
peace  with  uB.  I  hare  do  letters  fnm  America  of  later 
date  than  the  new  year.  Mr.  Adaots  bad,  to  the  begia- 
niDg  of  February.  I  am  id  hopes  our  lettos  will  pra  a 
new  spur  to  the  propoeitioD,  for  investing  Congress  intb 
the  regulation  of  our  commerce. 

This  will  be  banded  you  by  a  BaroD  WaltenuvflT,  a 
Danbh  gentleman,  whom,  if  you  did  not  ab-eady  know, 
I  ^uld  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you.  You 
were  so  kind  as  to  write  me,  that  you  would  forward  me 
a  particular  map,  which  has  oot  come  to  band.  I  beg 
you  to  be  assured  of  the  respect  and  esteem,  irith  vhtck 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


fBOK   THOMAS   JllFf£RBOH  TO   H.   DUIU9. 

Farii,    Ibr  6,  I78C 

Sir, 
Having  been  abBcnt,  in  England,  for  some  time  past, 
your  favors  of  Februaiy  the  37th,  March  the  SSth,  and 
April  tbe  11th,  have  not  been  acknowledged  so  soon  as 
thoy  should  have  been.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  assisting 
to  make  me  known  to  tbe  Rhingmre  de  Salm,  and  tbe 
Mar^is  de  la  Coste,  whose  reputations  render  ui  ao- 
quaintame  with  them  desirable.  I  have  not  yetseen  either, 
but  expect  that  honor  from  the  Rhingrave  very  soon. 
Your  letters  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Van  Becckel,  received 
in  my  ahsenoe,  will  be  forwarded  by  a  geQtleman  who 
iMvei  this  place  for  New  York,  within  a  few  days.  I 
seat  tbe  treaty  with  IVmsia,  by  a  gen^eman  who  saited 
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from  Havre  the  11th  of  November.  The  arrival  of  that 
Teasel  id  America,  is  not  yet  known  here.  Though  the 
time  is  not  long  enough  to  produce  despair,  it  is  suffi- 
ciently so  to  give  in  quietude, lest  it  should  be  lost.  This 
would  be  a  cause  of  much  concern  to  me.  I  beg  the 
ftvor  of  you  to  menUon  this  circumstance  to  the  Baron 
de  Thulemeier,  as  an  apolc^y  for  his  not  hearing  from  us. 
The  last  advices  from  America  bring  us  nothing  interest- 
bg.  A  principle  object  of  my  journey  to  London,  was 
to  enter  into  commercial  arrangements  with  Portugal. 
ITiis  has  been  done  almost  in  the  precise  terras  of  those 
of  Russia.  The  English  are  stiD  our  enemies.  Tbe 
spiiTt  existing  there,  and  rising  in  America,  has  a  very 
towering  apect.  To  what  events  it  may  give  birth,  I 
cannot  foresee.  We  are  young,  andean  survive  them; 
but  their  rotten  machine  must  crush  under  the  trial.  Tbe 
afiimosities  of  Sovereigns  are  temporary,  and  may  be 
allayed ;  but  those  which  seize  the  whole  body  of  a  peo- 
ple— and  of  a  people  too,  who  dictate  their  own  mea- 
sures— produce  calamities  of  long  duration.  I  shall  not 
wonder  to  see  tbe  scenes  of  ancient  Rome  and  Carthage, 
renewed  in  our  day ;  and  if  i>ot  pursued  to  the  same  issue, 
it  may  be  because  tbe  republic  of  modem  powers  will  not 
permit  the  extinction  of  any  one  of  its  members.  Peace 
and  friendship  with  all  mankind  is  our  wisest  policy ;  and 
I  wish  we  may  be  permitted  to  pursue  it.  But  the  tem- 
per and  folly  of  our  enemies,  may  not  leave  this  in  our 
cluuce.  I  am  happy  in  our  prospect  of  friendship  with 
the  most  estimable  powers  of  Europe,  and  particularly 
with  those  of  the  confederacy,  of  which  yours  is.  That 
your  present  crisis  may  have  a  happy  issue,  is  the  prayer 
and  wish  of  him,  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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rnOH   THOMAS    JEPrERSOH    TO   JOHN    /^DAHS. 

Pirii,  May  II,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosiDg  to  jou,  lenen 
which  came  to  hand  last  night,  from  Mr.  Lamb,  Mr.  C^r- 
michael  and  Mr.  Barclay.  By  these,  you  will  perceive 
that  our  peace  is  not  to  be  purchased  at  Alters,  but  at  a 
price  far  beyond  our  powers.  What  that  would  be,  in- 
deed, Mr.  lamb  does  not  say,  nor  probably  does  he 
know.  But  as  he  knew  our  ultimatum,  we  are  to  sup- 
pose, iiom  his  letter,  that  it  would  be  a  price  infinitely 
beyond  that.  A  reference  to  Congress  hereon,  seems  to 
be  necessary.  Till  that  can  be  obtained,  Mr.  Lamb  must 
be  idle  at  Algiers,  Carthagena,  or  elsewhere.  Would  he 
not  be  better  employed  in  going  to  Congress?  They 
would  be  able  to  draw  from  him  and  Mr.  Randall,  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  determme  what  they  will  do.  And 
if  they  determine  to  negotiate,  they  can  re-appoint  the 
same,  or  appoint  a  new  negotiator,  according  to  the  opin- 
ion they  fonn  on  their  examinatiou.  I  suggest  this  to 
you  as  my  first  thoughts;  an  ultimate  opinion  should  not 
be  formed  till  we  see  Mr.  Randall,  who  may  be  shortly 
expected.  Id  the  meanUme,  should  an  opportunity  occur, 
favor  me  with  your  ideas  hereon,  that  we  may  be  matui^ 
iDg  our  opinions.  I  shall  send  copies  of  these  three  let- 
ters  to  Mr.  Jay,  by  the  packet  which  stub  from  L'Orient, 
the  first  of  next  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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ritOH  THOMAS  ICFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAX.    . 

Plris,  Kmj  12.  ir86. 
Sir, 

The  last  letters  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you 
irom  this  place,  were  of  the  Sod  and  27th  of  January, 
those  ftom  London  were  of  the  12th  of  March,  and  23rd 
of  April. 

In  the  month  of  February  the  Baron  de  BJome,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  at  this  Court  irom  Denmark,  iuformed 
me  that  he  was  instructed  by  his  Court  to  ^ve  notice  to 
the  Ministers  from  the  United  States,  appointed  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  commerce  with  them,  that  the  Baron  de 
Walterstorff,  formerly  commis^oned  by  them  for  the 
same  purpose,  bad  received  another  desunation,  wMch 
called  him  to  the  West  Indies,  that  they  were  sensible 
of  the  advantages,  which  would  arise  to  the  two  coun- 
tries from  a  commercial  intercourse,  that  their  ports 
were  accordingly  placed  on  a  very  firm  footing,  as  they 
supposed  ours'  to  be  also,  that  they  supposed  the  com- 
merce on  each  part  might  be  well  conducted  under  the 
actual  arrangements,  but  that  whenever  any  circumstan- 
ces should  arise,  which  would  render  particular  stipula- 
tions more  eligible,  they  would  be  ready  to  concur  with 
the  United  States  in  establishing  them,  bemg  desirous  of 
C(xitinuing  on  the  terms  of  the  strictest  harmony  and 
fiiendship  with  them. 

In  my  letter  of  January  27, 1  informed  you  of  what 
had  passed  between  the  Imperial  Ambassador  and  Se- 
cretary of  Embassy,  and  myself,  on  the  subject  of  the 
treaty  mth  their  sovereign. 

The  Ambassador  was  in  hourly  expectations  of  re- 
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ceiviDg  bis  full  poweis,  when  I  was  called  to  LoDtjon. 
Though  I  had  received  Mr.  Adams*  opinion  in  fovor  of 
our  proceedmg  in  the  treaty,  yet  it  was  neither  his  nor 
my  opinion,  that  this  object  should  overweigh  those 
which  called  me  to  London. 

A  treaty  with  Portugal  was  more  important,  exclustre 
of  what  was  to  be  done  with  England  and  the  States  t)( 
Barbary. 

On  my  return  to  Paris  the  Secretary  of  Embassy 
called  on  me  to  inform  me,  the  Ambassador  had  received 
his  (iill  powers  very  soon  after  my  departure,  and  was 
now  ready  to  begin  on  our  arrangements :  that  he  was 
sensible  however  that  these  could  not  be  settled  before 
om"  commission  would  expire,  but  as  he  supposed  Con- 
gress would  be  willing  to  renew  it,  we  might  proceed  to 
confer  together,  leaving  the  effect  of  our  conferences  to 
rest  on  the  event  of  a  renewal  of  the  commission.  Ha 
asked  also  a  draught  of  our  propositions  as  a  ground 
work  to  proceed  on.  I  met  with  the  Ambassador  a  few 
days  after,  he  said  the  same  things  in  substance  and  con- 
cluded by  aslung  our  propositions. 

I  gave  him  a  draught,  which  was  a  copy  of  what  we 
had  originally  proposed  to  Denmark,  with  such  altera- 
tions as  had  occurred  and  been  approved  in  our  nego- 
tiations with  Prussia,  Tuscany  and  Portugal, 

The  enclosed  letters  of  December  9,  and  January  IB, 
frwn  O'Bryen;  of  February  24,  March  13,  20,  23, 27, 31, 
April  5,  and  10,  from  Mr.  Barclay;  of  March  29,  from  Hr. 
Lamb  ;  and  February  3,  and  April  13,  from  Mr.  Cannt- 
chael,  will  put  you  in  possession  of  my  latest  intelligence 
on  the  affiiiis  of  Morocco  and  Alters.  Ton  will  per- 
ceive by  them  that  Mr.  Randall  may  he  dwly  expected 
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iwre.  If  the  proposUioiis  to  Algieis  appear  from  liis  ac- 
count  to  be  as  unhope&il,  as  Mr.  Lamb  seems  to  otnsider 
them,  it  is  not  improbable  tfaat  Mi.  Adams  and  my  self 
may  think  that  instead  or  remaining  at  Carthagena,  at 
Mr.  Lamb  proposes,  it  will  be  better  f<v  him  to  proceed 
to  Congress,  nithout  occasioning  any  loss  of  time,  tliis 
will  offer  the  two  advantages,  of  giving  tbem  all  the  infbr- 
matioD  he  may  be  possessed  of,  and  of  putting  it  in  their 
power  to  appoint  any  negotiator  they  may  think  proper, 
should  they  find  negoUation  still  eligible.  However,  Mr. 
Adams  and  myself  shall  have  better  grounds  to  decide 
<Hi,  when  we  shall  receive  tlie  information  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dall. 

Col.  Humphreys  carried  you  the  Leyden  Gazette  to 
the  be^miing  of  April,  I  now  enclose  it  bom  that  to  the 
present  date,  together  with  the  Gazette  of  France  from 
February  3  to  May  12. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  ke. 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 


rnOM  THOMAS  BARCLAT  TO  THOHAS  JCrrERSOM. 

Bayonae,  Fehniarr  34,  1736. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  note  addressed  to 
me  at  Bordeaux,  and  delivered  your  enclosure  agreeable 
to  your  directions.  To-morrow  we  shall  set  forward, 
and  1  expect  in  about  twelve  days  to  get  to  Madrid, 
Irom  whence  I  shall  write  to  you,  as  at  present  there  is 
nothing  better  to  oder  than  a  detui  of  bad  roads  and  in- 
terruptions. 
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I  received  a' letter  yesterday  from  Mr.  Carmichael  who 
wishes  to  see  us,  a  pleasure  I  bare  by  thisdey's  post  ^ven 
him  leason  to  expect  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  BoaiUeld 
bought  two  hogsheads  of  Haut  Brieime  wine  Sot  you,  and 
fined  ^t  before  I  reached  Bordeaux,  so  he  has  robbed  me 
of  any  share  in  the  merit  of  that  purchase. 

I  hope  there  is  not  any  occasion  for  me  to  assure  you 
of  the  respect,  and  esteem,  wherewith 

I  am,  dear  sir,  8ec. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


TBOM   TUOUAS   BAKCLAY  TO   TBOUAS   JETFEBSON. 

Htdrid,  Hu^  13, 17S$. 
Sir, 
I  have  litde  of  consequence  to  communicate  in  this 
letter,  but  I  shall  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  more  particu- 
lar one,  before  I  leave  this  place,  and  then  make  my 
apology  for  the  shortness  of  this.     At  present,  I  shall 
tmly  say,  that,  by  appointment,  I  am  to  see  the  Count ' 
de  Florida  Blanca  this  day  week,  and  that  I  have  every 
reason  to  expect  all  the  protection  and  influence  from 
hence,  that  can  be  mshed.     I  do  not  incline  to  let  this 
post  depart,  without  the  assurance  of  my  being 
With  great  respect  and  esteem,  &;c. 

THOS:  BARCLAY. 
Please  forward  the  enclosures  to  Mrs.  Barclay. 
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rnOH  TBONAS    BUCLAT  TO  TOOHAB   JErtkXSOM. 

Hkdrid,  liixtck  20,  irH. 
Sir, 
I  wrote  you  a  few  lines,  infbrmii^  you  of  my  airlral, 
and  expectation  of  seeing  the  Count  of  Florida  ^anca, 
this  day,  agreeably  to  hs  appointment,  in  consequence 
of  which,  Mr.  Cannichael  accompanied  roe  to  the  Pardo, 
wb&te  the  Count  tendes  at  present,  and  wheto,  we  were 
mfonned,  that  the  Minister  could  not  rscave  us  before 
Wedmsday  next,  as  he  has  had,  withm  a  few  days,  the 
account  of  the  death  of  his  father.  There  is  notbto; 
impCHtant  in  this,  except  the  delay ;  however,  I  have 
thought  proper  lo  mention  it  to  you,  and  as  soon  a»  I 
can  be  more  particular,  1  will  write  to  you  and  Mr. 
Adams.     In  the  meanlime, 

I  remain,  &c. 

THOS:  BARCLAY. 


ritOH   THOMAS    BABOLAT  TO  T^OIIAB    JBVTBBSOir. 
IfadiJd,  HmrchSS,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  addressmg  you  twice,  siiMe  my 
arrival  here,  and  though  I  had  nothing  worth  tb«  ttien- 
tion  of  you  or  Mr.  Aitemt  to  commuotcatet  I  thoi^t 
you  would  wish  to  know  how  I  om  employed,  and  to  be 
able  to  say  to  him,  dkat  I  have  nade  some  progtess  im 
iby  joufney. 

Yesterday  I  Was  introduced  to  the  Count  <^  Fkmda 
]^noa,  At  the  Paido,  be  l«orived,  and  tr«at«d  me  like  R 
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man  of  business,  extremely  well  disposed  to  serve  our 
countiy ;  his  manner  was  frank  and  easy.  He  said,  the 
Epperor  of  Morocco  proposed  making  the  King  nego- 
tiates of  the  peace;  but  that  he  would  inform  the  Empe- 
ror, it  would  be  better  the  business  should  be  dona  in 
Morocco ;  and  he  called  in  his  Secretary,  and  gave  him 
directions  to  prepare  the  letters  for  me,  agEunst  Saturday 
next. 

He  added,  that  he  would  propose  to  the  King,  to  write 
to  the  Emperor  himself;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but  I 
shall  have  the  honor  of  carrying  this  powerful  recom- 
mendation. 

We  are  apin  to  wait  on  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca, 
(HI  Sunday,  and  probably  I  may  have  it  in  my  power,  to 
write  you  more  particularly  by  Monday's  post. 
I  am,  &c. 

THOS :  BARCLAY. 

Mr.  Lamb  sailed  on  the  1 1th  for  Barcelona. 


raOH   THOHia    BASCLAT  TO  JOHN    ASAHS. 
*  Madrid,  March  37.  1766. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  arrived  here  the  lOtb,  and  expect  to  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed to  Cadiz  in  a  few  days.  The  copies  of  three  short 
letters  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jefieison,  will  place  before 
you  our  progress  until  this  day,  when  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving,  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Carmichael,  the 
King's  letter  to  the  Emperor,  mforming  him  that  it  would 
be  better,  the  peace  should  be  made  in  Morocco  than  in 
Spun,  and  recommending  the  object  of  the  mission  to  his 
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Majesty's  atleDdon.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  has 
also  seut  me  letters  to  GeDeial  O'Reiley  at  Cadiz,  to  the 
Consul  General  of  Spain  at  Morocco,  and  to  one  of  tbe 
Spanish  Fathers,  placed  at  Mequinez  for  the  redemption 
of  captives.  In  short,  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  be 
pleased,  with  the  part  this  Court  has  taken  in  the  affiiir, 
which  I  think  reflects  much  honor,  on  Mr.  Carmichael's 
influence  and  attention. 

To  show  you  at  once  the  state  in  which  I  find  tbe  busi- 
ness with  Morocco  situated  on  my  arrival  here,  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  the  Count  de  F.  Blanca 
to  Mr.  CarmicbaeT,  offering  the  intervention  of  his  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  on  the  idea  of  the  business  being  done  here, 
with  Mr.  Cannichaers  reply ;  and  I  have  now  to  add, 
that  I  shall  set  forward  with  the  most  flattering  prospect 
of  success,  hoping  soon  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  satis&c- 
tory  account  of  the  business  bding  finished.  It  will  not, 
perhaps,  be  in  my  power  to  write  you  very  oilen.  There 
are  at  this  place  and  at  Victoria,  persons  appointed  to 
translate  or  decypher  every  suspicious  paper,  and  from 
them  little  can  escape.  Nothing  new  of  consequence, 
will  probably  arise  until  I  reach  Morocco.  If  I  am  able 
to  close  the  treaty  to  my  satisfaction,  I  shall  send  it  to  you 
by  land,  and  remain  in  Africa  or  Spain,' until  you  return 
it  with  the  ratification.  And  I  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  offering  my  services,  if  you  want  them,  at  Tunis  and 
Tripoli,  where  I  am  certain  this  Court  will,  on  applica- 
tion, give  its  weight  to  tbe  person  employed  at  those 
places.  If  you  should  tbink  my  going  further  than  Mo- 
rocco necessary,  let  me  know,  as  soon  as  possible  your 
intentions,  that  I  may  arrange  matters  accordingly,  and 
avail  myself  of  the  disposition  which-this  Court  shews  to 
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serve  us.  Pleue  to  jnot  your  let^rs  u^der  cover  to  Mr. 
CiVnipbael,  tjqseqled,  th?t  ti^  may  be  at  once  mastet  oC 
the  subject.  Situated  as  we  are,  we  caanot  leave  this 
without  being  pcesepted,  which  wiU  ha  done,  I  es.pect, 
in  a  few  days,  by  the  French  Ambassador,  after  which 
we  will  continue  our  journey.  But  the  roads  to  Cadis 
aie  in  such  shoeUug  orcler,  that  the  gentlenHUi  by  whom 
I  now  write,  has  been  twenty-four  days  coming  boot 
thence.  Mi.  Lamb  puiohased  a  vessel  of  aboat  ^y 
tfins,  at  Barcelona,  and  sailed  for  Algiers  the  lltb,  with  a 
wind  capable  of  placing  him  in  port  the  next  day.  He 
went  voder  Spanish  colors,  which  I  hope  may  protect  him, 
though  there  iai  no  peace  hUherto  signed,  between  the  two 
cQtiatriea.  A  persoQ  is  expected  every  hour  firom  Al- 
ters, who  will  be  able  to  give  a  particular  account  of  Mr. 
Lai&bt  If  I  am  so  lucky  as  to  see  him,  I  will  transmit 
you  what  I  cai^  learn,  and  Mr.  Carmicbqel  will  pve  you 
aU  the  mformajipn  he  can  collect. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ho. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


KKDH   THOKIS    KtMDI^J    TO   THOBUS   JEFrEBSON. 

.  Madrid,  MiKhSl,  178«. 
Pear  Sir, 
I  bare  not  any  thing  of  oogsequence  to  trouble  you 
with)  that  is  not  contained  in  the  eucloeed  copy  of  what 
I  vaote  Mr.  Adams  the  27th,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  t»- 
l«l  you.  We  have  not  yet  heard  from  Lamb  sbce  be 
sailed,  but  I  think  a  iaw  days  vHll  bring  Mr.  Canoiohael 
seme  Wttofg  frofB  bin).     His  buBinflSR  hue  was  very  pi^ 
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liot  Bed  ours  is  ae  secret ;  Doo  Gatniel  spoke  of  it  y«s- 
\m4»y  before  sevetal  person*.  He  remarked  th«t  there 
was  not  a  great  deal  to  b«  learned,  by  maluig  sucb  a  voy- 
age, aod  failed  we  should  succeed  in  our  expectations. 
Tbe  only  political  subjects  wbicb  ^gage  tibe  attentioa 
of  ^e  petals  her?,  are  the  coolness  that  subsbts  betwees 
this  Court  and  that  of  Naples,  and  the  accession  of  Spain 
to  the  treaty  with  France  and  Holland.  It  seems  more 
than  probable  that  this  accession  nill  take  [dace,  notwith- 
atandiag  the  Tigorous  efibrts  to  |H-event  it,  and  the  pro- 
Ue  coBsequences  win  be  a  treaty  between  Russia,  Den- 
mark and  England,  at  least  there  are  some  appearances, 
that  sucb  events  are  not  irapos^ble.  Yon  will  excuse 
ma  ibr  saying  any  thing  on  matters  concent ing  which, 
you  have  probably  much  better  informadon  than  I  can 
^re  you,  and  believe  me  sincerely 

Pear  Sir,  your  meet  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


.TJUtU  THOHAK  BAftCUV  T9  THOHAS  JEFFEBBON. 

ibdrid,  jiftAs,  ires. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  |rfet3ure  of  wnting  to  you  the  3lst  of  last 
month,  by  a  gentleman  goii^  to  Paris,  and  of  sending 
ycHi  a  C(^y  oif  what  I  wiote  Mr.  Aduns,  the  2Tth.  I 
now,  by  the  Spanish  couriw,  send  you  ct^ies  of  both 
those  letttrs.  Thiaday,  the  Spanish  deepatcheti  amved 
from  Algiers,  by  which  Mr.  Carmichael,  who  writes  you 
by  thJA  op[K>rtunity,  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lamb, 
with  another  iiom  Mr.  Randall,  the  latter  dated  the  S^Ui 
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oT  March.  Mr.  Randall  writes,  that  they  did  not  arrive 
at  Algiers  until  the  25th,  when  the  Dey  refused  them 
permission  to  land,  but,  on  the  representation  of  the 
Count  d'Espilly,  the  Minister  employed  hy  this  Court  to 
negotiate  with  Algiers,  (who  is  an  intimate  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  to  whom  Mr.  Lamb  and  Mr. 
Randall  had  letters  of  introduction)  they  were  permitted 
to  land,  and  were  received  by  the  French  Consul  with 
greal  attention.  The  Count  d'Espilly  has  mentioned 
hb  fears  of  Mr.  Lamb's  success ;  "  as  the  United  States 
have  no-treaty  with  the  Porte,  and  that  the  most  that 
can  be  expected  will  be  a  truce,  until  Congress  can  send 
a  Minister  to  Constandnople." 

The  Dey's  fleet  is  not  ready  for  sea,  nor  has  any  steps 
been  taken  towards  fitdng  it  out.  Our  people,  who 
were  carried  into  Algiers,  have  behaved  with  the  utmost 
decorum,  and  were  made  extremely  happy  by  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Lamb.  To  the  above  I  have  but  little  to  add, 
but  that  the  truce  between  Spain  and  Algiers  expired 
with  the  last  month,  and  that,  as  there  are  no  prepara- 
tions making  by  the  Dey,  to  send  out  the  cruisers,  though 
the  season  is  advancing  fast,  the  probable  consequence  is, 
that  the  peace  will  be  made  with  Spun.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  Count  d'Espilly  has  demanded  a  truce  of 
another  month.  The  Ministers  from  Portugal  and  Na- 
ples to  Algiers,  are  waiting  at  Carthagena,  to  see  the 
event  of  the  Spanish  negotiations,  if  they  are  terminated 
to  the  wishes  of  this  Court,  they  vrill  proceed  to  Alters, 
under  the  sanction  of  Spain,  and  in  that  case,  I  am  cer- 
tain Mr.  Lamb,  may  be  provided  with  the  same  recom- 
mendations to  the  Dey,  that  were  so  kindly  given  me  to 
the  Emperor. 
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I  shall  set  out  for  Cadiz  in  a  few  days,  the  roads  are 
veiy  near  being  impassable. 

I  am,  witb  great  respect,  &c. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


raOH    TBOHAS    BARCLAY    TO    THOMAS    JXTFEBSOM    AND 
JOHN  ADAH9. 

Madrid,  April  10,  irB6. 
GentlemeD, 

The  day  before  yesterday  Mr.  Carmicbael  received 
letters  from  Algiers  from  Mr.  Lamb  dated  the  39th  of 
last  month,  and  from  Mr.  Randall  the  26th,  which  I 
think  a  very  wrong  date,  with  a  postcript,  from  on  board 
a  vessel  in  the  bay  of  Alicant  of  the  1st  iostant,  after  a 
passage  of  26  hours. 

He  cannot  come  on  shore  without  a  permission  from 
Court  to  shorten  his  quarantine,  which  Mr.  Carmichael 
has  applied  for,  and  probably  Mr.  Randall  will  soon  be 
at  Palis,  l^ough  Mr.  Carmichael  will  write  to  you  oo 
this  subject,  and  though  I  have  no  information  from  Afri- 
ca, but  what  I  derive  from  him,  I  tlnnk  it  a  part  of  roy 
duty  to  give  you  the  outlines  of  what  intelligence  I  can 
collect,  though  it  should  prove  a  work  of  supererogatiou. 

Mr.  Lambs'  letter  is  short  and  obscure,  nor  do  I  un- 
dentand  the  whole  of  it.  However  he  says  "  no  peace 
can  be  made  until  Congress  grant  a  laiger  sum  to  pay 
for  it,  and  he  will  return  to  Spain  to  wait  for  orders.  " 
Mr.  Randall  says  the  Dey  of  Algiers  has  refiised  to  treat 
with  Mr.  Lamb  without  assigning  any  reason  for  Jt.  It 
does  not  appear  by  either  letter,  that  Mr.  t<amb  has  had 
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my-  ludience  of  the  Hej  of  A^en;  but  I  shall  ihmk  it 
very  strange,  if  he  returns  to  Europe  nithout  koDwing 
on  what  tenas  a  treaty  may  be  made.  And  if  I  find 
that  to  be  the  case,  unless  1  have  your  directions  to  the 
contrary,  I  shall  bold  myself  justifiable  at  the  expense 
of  some  time  and  money  to  attain  that  knowledge. 

I^e  removal  of  the  Court,  the  compliance  with  ne- 
cessary Ibrma  and  the  intervention  of  the  holy  week, 
(during  some  days  of  which,  I  need  not  pretend  to  set 
ibrward,)  has  detained  me  some  time  longer  than  I  ex- 
pected; but  the  delay  can  be  of  no  consetjuence,  as  the 
Count  de  Fk»ida  Blaaca  was  so  condescending,  as  to  ap- 
fHiae  the  Spani:^  Consul  at  Morocco,  of  my  being  thus 
hi  on  my  way.  Indeed  the  attention  shewn  here  to  the 
business  in  which  I  am  engaged,  &r  surpassed  my  wann'* 
est  expecutions.  It  nill  give  me  great  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive a  letter  from  you.  If  an  opportunity  to  Cadia 
tbould  odar,  please  to  put  it  under  contr  to  Mestiems 
Ljnon  Si  Bellew  e(  that  place,  who  will  take  ear&  of  iu 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  &C. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

1  wish  what.  I  have  put  in  cypher  may  be  tolwably 
eortent  not  having  time  to  examine  it. 


TBoa  ivan  i^mb  to  teoius  JBrrrasoH. 

Alf^en,  Ibreh  39,  17i6. 

Sir, 
This  ie  by  Mr.  Randall,  who  will  tell  your  Exoeflaooy 
my  ^tuatioB  at  pnseat.    I  ant  suro,  by  th«  beat  infiumft-' 
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tioo,  the  sum.will  by  no  meonsanswer  our  object,  if  the 
amount  is  not  greatly  augmented. ,  It  is  my  duty  to  ad- 
vise  to  abandon  the  undemdiiDg,  as  it  will  be  entirely  in 
vain  to  persevere.  It  is  lost  money,  the  expenses  that 
arise  on  the.attempt.  The  last  amount  that  i  can  give, 
please  to  let  me  know.  I  shall  nait  at  CarUiageoa  for 
an  aoswer.  The  people  will  cost,  for  their  deliverance,  at 
least  twelve  hundred  hard  dollars  per  head.  The  num* 
her  is  twenty-(Hie.  Your  Excellency  sees  how  feeble  we 
are.  I  have  good  reason  to  think  that  peace  may  be 
made  with  these  people,  biit  it  will  cost  a  tour  to  Con- 
staotinople.  Much  may  he  done  in  France,  if  they  please 
to  forward  our  peace  here.  If  we  fight  those  people,  five 
tbirty-six  gun .  fiigates  will  be  the  least  force,  and  two 
large  tenders. 

Your  Excellency  has  some  account  of  the  place  by 
Mr.  Randall,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  procure  as  much  as 
I  can.  '  I  shall  leave  a  saiety  here  for  a  fiiture  coming  to 
this  place.  Have  desired  Mr.  Randall  to  make'all  possi- 
ble despatch. 

With  due  i^pect,  Sec. 

JOHN  LAMB. 


ntOH   WILLIAM     CABHICBAEL   TO     HESSRS.-   tOBtl    ADAMS 
AHD    THOMAS   JEVrERSON. 

Ukdrid,  februur  3,  1786. 
Gqntlemen, 
On  the  4th  December  last,  Mr.  Lamb  ddivwed  me 
the  letter  wluch  your .  ExceUency  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  pM,  dated  frcHn  London  the  1st,  and  from  Paris 
Vol.  III. — 5 
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the  lHh,  of  October.  Attheisame  time,  that  gentleman 
communicated  to  me  his  insthictioDs,  and  I  all  the  intelli- 
gence I  bad  been  able  to  procure  relative  to  the  n^otia~ 
tion,  between  this  country  and  the  Regency  of  A^iers. 
The  Count  d'Elspilly,  whose  fiiendship  1  culurated,  hud 
retunied  to  Algiers  long  before  Mr.  Lamb's  arrira),  and  i. 
Secretary,  whom  be  had  despatohed  from  that  placeafter 
his  return,  with  letters  for  the  Minister,  had  also  set 
f)S  for  Alicant.  From  these  gentlemen  I  bad  obtained 
an  account  of  the  state  of  the  negotiation.  The  princi> 
pal  articles  proposed  by  Spain  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
Dey  and  bis  Ministers ;  but  as  the  former  wished  -to  in* 
elude  the  Courts  of  Naples  and  Portugal  in  the  ratificati(»i, 
the  Count  de  Flcnida  Blanca  had  instructed  the  Count 
d'Espilly  to  prevail  on  the  kttor  to  admit  and  recave 
Ministers  from  these  Courts,  and  was  aoually  waiting  the 
answer  from  Alfpers,  at  the  period  when  Mr.  Lamb  came 
hither.  It  was  evident  to  me,  that  should  tliii  propoadoa 
be  accepted,  of  wtuch  I  had  no  doubt  with  inspect  to  the 
first  mentioned  Court,  the  nomination  and  voyage  of  these 
Ministois,  would  occauon  delay,  and  until  the  treaty  be- 
tween Spah)  aad  the  Regency  should  he  coocluded,  1  had 
reason  totlunk,  that  this  Court  would  not  interfere  direct- 
ly in  our  favor. 

The  manner  m  which  his  Excellency  the  Count  de 
Florida  Btaoca,  had  explained  his  sentimeiHs  to  me  on 
this  subject,  induced  me  to  ibnn  this  opinion.  For  as 
soon  «s  I  knew  the  probable  success  of  d'Espilly's  nego- 
tiation, 1  iosinuated  to  the  Minister,  how  aooeplable ,  the 
|ood  offices  of  his  Majesty,  to  accommodate  the  Sntes 
to  rile  BaHtaty  powers,  would  be  to  the,  people  at  Urge 
m  Amutica ; .  aad  his  ExceU«icy  then  asnued  me,  that  as 
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soasi  as  .th^ir  ovra  affiiirs  were  arranged  with  At^en,  tui 
Catholic  Majesty  would  employ  all  his  influence,  to  ac- 
celerate q  peafie  foi  Uie  United  States  with  that  and  th« 
other  Baibary  Sutes,  and  anthoiixed  me  to  inform  Con- 
gress of  the  Kmg's  intenUiMs. 

Having  received  these  assurances,  I  engaged  the  Count 
d'E^pilly  to  prepare,  l:^  every  favorable  insinuaWHi,  th« 
Dey's  Ministers  and  &Torite&  to  support  any-  overture 
which  might  be  made  by  the  States,  which  he  promised 
me  to  do;  and  the  proo&  of  oCHofldence  be  gave  me,  in- 
duce me  to  rely  pa  his  promises. 

'  He  alao  engaged  to  give  me  tfae  earliest  inlbnoKtion, 
with  respect  to  the  intentioaB  of  those  people';  and  ranee 
bffi  letiirn,  has  proved,  by  his  behavior  to  our  captivest 
and  bis  correspondeiwe  with  me,  that  be  wttl  avail  turn- 
self  of  all  the  'means  tcbicb  he  can  employ  with  pro- 
pfiety,  to  liiMl  his  promises. 

When  Mr.  Lamb  arrived,  the  Royal  &mily  bad  just 
Uome  to  this  ca[»tal,  from  the  Eecurial,  and  dunng.dieir 
FflsideDce  here,  it  is  eictremely  dfficult  to  have  acc^s 
to  the  Minister. 

The  King  in  a  few  days  after  went  to  Aranjuez  <m  a 
buntmg  party,  and  the  Count  de  Florida  Blaoca  accom- 
paiued  him,  and  none  but  the  family  ambassadors  K^ow 
the  Court  on  tbisoccasion. 

.  However,  as  I  was  desirous  to  have  a  G<»ference  witJi 
the  Minister  as  soon  as  possSile  on  the  subject  of  yovr 
Excelleocy's  letter,  I  wrote  to  the  under  Secretary  in 
the  Department  of  Fweign  Affiurs,  chaj^ed  widi  the 
ccNFcespraideDCe  to  the  United  States,  to  fcoow  whether 
if  I  came  to  Aiaojuez,  1. should  have  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  with  his  f^cellency,  to  whom  1  wished  to  maite 
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a  communication  in  person,  of9omea<fvice  I  had  received 
lately.  No.  1  is  a  copy  of  the  answer  I  received  from 
that  gentleman.  On  the  return  of  his  Majesty  to  t)us 
capital,  I  procured  an  audience  from  the  Minister,  to 
whom  I  communicated  Mr.  Lamb's  arrival  and  the  ob- 
ject of  bis  mission,  making  use  of  such  arguments  and 
insinuations  as  I  thought  most  likely  to  induce  his  Excel- 
lency to  contribute  to  its  success. 

I  received  from  him  the  strongest  assurances  to  the 
same  purport  as  those  beftffementioned,  at  the  same  time, 
however  he  added,  that  until  he  should  receive  (iirther 
advice  from  Algiers,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  take 
an  op«i  part  in  the  negouation,  and  advised  me  to  de- 
tain my  countrynlan  until  the  Count  went  to  the  Pardo, 
wben  be  hoped  to  have  it  in  his  power- to  give  me  a  more 
explicit  answer.  During  this  audience,  I  took  an  occa- 
sion of  mentioning  without  affectation,  your  EzceJlen- 
cy's  sentiments  with  respect  to  his  generous  interference 
in  the  athk  of  Morocco,  mth  which  he  appeared  much 
pleased,  and  told  me  it  should  not  be  his  fault,  nor  did  he 
think  it  would  be  mine,  if  Spain  and  the  United  States 
were  not  as  good  friends,  as  they  were  near  neighbors  in 
America. 

In  thesame  conversation  he  promised  me  ample  satis- 
faction on  a  subject  in  which  I  had  been  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  him  and  1  have  since  received  it,  his  Majesty 
having  been  pleased  to  fine  and  render  incapable  of  serv- 
ing in  the  revenue,  the  Governor  'of  Laredo  on  a  com- 
plaint made  to  me  by  an  American  captain,  of  the  unjust 
and  arbitrary  proceeding  of  the  latter.  All  the  officeis 
employed  in  this  afiair  by  the  Governor  have  been 
punished. 
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I  communicated  to  Messrs.  Lamb  aad  Randall,  what 
passed  on  this  occasitm,  and  these  gentlemen  consented 
to  nait,  without  reluctance  here,  until  the  period  men- 
tioned by  the  Minister. 

Four  days  afier  the  Court  had  been  fixed  at  the  Par- 
do,  1  again  waited  on  the  Minister,  wbo  received  me 
very  well,  but,  on  explaining  the  motive  of  my  visit,  his 
Excellency  declared  to  me,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  be  more  explicit,  as  he  had  not  yet  received  the  let- 
ters hfl  expected  from  Algiers,  that,  until  he  received  the 
intelligence  he  expected,  he  could  not  order  the  Count 
d'Espilly  to  employ  the  King's  interference  in  our  a^irs, 
repeating  his  former  assurances,  and  hinbng  the  obstacles 
we  most  expect  to  encounter  in  this  negotiation ;  at  the  same 
time  be  observed  to  me,  th^t  we  must  not  be  discouraged. 
He  told  me,  that  the  first  objection  made  by  the  Alge- 
rines  would  arise  from  our  not  having  a  treaty  with  the 
Grand  Seignior,  as  this '  circumstance  occasioned  great 
difficulties  to  Portugal  in  the  actual  negotiation.  I  en- 
treated his  Excellency  to  pardon  my  importunity  and 
aAxiety  on  thb  subject,  as  they  proceeded  as  much  from 
my  wish  to  cement  an  amicable  intercourse  by  reciprocal 
good  offices,  between  the  two  countries  of  Spdn  and 
America,  as  finm  my  apprehensim,  that  unless  Mr. 
Lamb  should  arrive  at  Algiers  before  their  cruisers  were 
sent  to  sea,  fiirther  hostilities,  on  their  part,  might  render 
an  accommodation  still  more  difficult.  I  also  ui^ed  the 
nature  of  Mr.  Lamb's  instructions,  and  the  necessity  of 
Congress  being  early  informed  of  the  disposition  of  the 
Regency,  expressing  a  hope,  that  by  the  time  Mr.  Lamb 
could  arrive  at  a  sea  port,  and  prepare  for  his  departure 
fixKU  thence,  it  might  be  in  bis  Excellency's  power  to 
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afibcd  tim  all  the  assistance  nscessary  to  msure  [he  suc- 
cess of  his  missi(»i. 

To  these  reflections  I  added  the  loss  that  would  ac- 
crue to  Spain,  i^m  the  difficulties  to  which  we  should 
be  exposed  in  our  intercourse  with  a  country,  vhoae  pro- 
duce found  a  ready  sale  in  Amenca,  and  from  which 
country,  Spain  could  be  supplied  with  so  manj  articke, 
that  it  now  takes  from  the  ncfftherD  natiwis  of  Eoroper, 
whose  Ccmsub,  hb  Excellency  knew,  did  every  thi^  itt 
ibeii  power  to  obstruct  the  peace,  which  he  was  eitdea- 
Tonng  to  make  for  the  commercial  and  political  interests 
of  4  country,  the  councils  of  which  he  directed. 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  replied,  that  he  acqui- 
esced in  my  reasons  &3t  the  departure  of  Mr.  Lamb,  and 
repeated  to  me,  and  authorized  me  to  write  your  Excelr 
lescies,  that,  "  the  day  aftffr  their  own  i^ffairt  thmUd  ht 
arriMgtd  with  Algiert,  his  Catholic  Me^eity  wenUd  en- 
jrioy  aU  his  infiuence  to  faciUtaie  our  aceonmodatiena," 
to  which  he  added  many  assurances  <tf  his  de^«  to  g^ve  a 
preference  to  die.  ccuBEoerce  of  the  United  States,  to 
that  vriuch  Spain  at  present  carried  on  with  the  onthesB 
pan  of  Europe,  peitioularly  with  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
The  freedom  with  which  this  Mmittei  has  spcditfn  to  me  ' 
oQ  several  occauoos,  his  sentim^ts  with  respect  to  the 
nonbern  powos,  has  not  less  surprised  than  convinced 
Boe  <^  his  wish  to  diminish,  their  commerce  and  influence 
ID  the  Meditermnean.  In  the  course  of  this  otniversa^ 
lion,  he  appealed  to  my  own  experience  (»i  the  reUanee 
that  might  be  placed  oo  his  wtod,  to  wIucIkI  made  the 
proper  answer  and  acknowledgments,,  and  concluded,  by 
asking  possporls  and  letters  for  Messrs.  Lamb  imd  Ran- 
dall,, wluch  his  Exceileocy  pronwed  to  send  me. 
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On  my  return  to  this  city  from  the  Pardo,  I  recwved  let- 
t«fs  from  Algiers,  of  vrfiichNos.Suid  3  are  et^ies.  "Diey 
were  thought  by  a  comier  exuwwdioary,  and  the  uriviil 
f^  that  courier  induced  me  tO'  hope  ^t  the  Mmister 
might  bare  repeived  such  mfivms^o  as  might  enable 
btm  to  act  openly  in  our  favor,  although  in  fact  this  hope 
uose  more  from  my  wishes  that  suoh  might  be  the  esse, 
than  from  the  reasons  which  ought  to  induce  a  contmry 
Mntiment,  in  consequence  at  the  iafomiBdon  I  had  re- 
ceived with  respect  to  their  negotiauon  previously. 

Your  Excellencies  will  easily  conceive  that  die  first 
efiwu  of  this  Court  must  be  ^nployed  to  procure  a  pence 
for  those  nations  to  which  they  are  allied  by  the  des  of 
fiunily  connexioBS,  engagementB  to  winch  these  oonnex- 
ions  have  ^ven  rise,  and  the  mutual  luds  which  they 
have  received  from  these  nations,  dnring  thnr  late  opera- 
tiras  against  Algiers.     - 

However,  aotnillHtattding  these  ooosideraticms,  I  toidc 
the  liberty,  on  reminding  his  Excellency  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca,  of  the  pastpora  nnd  letters  he  had  pro- 
oused  me,  to  isnnuate  my  sKpectadmu  c£  being  able  t» 
obtain  all  that  nugbt  be  neoNeaty  f«  Mr.  Lunb  on  his 
anival  at  AJgien. 

To  this  aj^lioati(M,  i  tcoeived  a  reply  of  whieh  No.  5 
is  a  oepj,  as  also  a  letter  to  the  Count  de  Cessalto,  Csp- 
tain  General  of  Catalonia,  of  which  I  also  annex  a  copjr 
No.  fi,  as  I  do  of  the  several  letters  which  I  have  re- 
CMved  from  Algiers  since  the  arrir^  of  Messrs.  Latn^ 
«id  Randall  in  Madrid. 

'  The  latter  set  off  for  Barceltma  the  96(h  utt.  ia  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Harrison,  a  native  of  Viiginia,  who  wilf 
have  the  honor  lo  deliver  your  Excellencies'  letters  from 


■D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


40  THOMAS  JSFFKRSON-rJOHN  JAY. 

me.  Mr.  Lamb  did  not  leave  tlus  until-  the  1st  instant, 
but  as  he  travek  post,  he  will  arrive  at  Barcelwa  before 
the  gentleman  abovementioned.  I  refer  your  I^ceUeu- 
cies  to  the  account  these  gentlemen  may  render  you  of 
my  conduct  in  this  business. 

I  have  procured  bilb  for  Mr.  Lamb  at  Barcelona,  for 
the  amount  of  which  he  has  drawn,  a^veaMy  to  bis  m- 
structions. 

I  have  established  a^redit  for  whatever  he  may  choose 
to  draw. 

I  have  ^ven  him  letters  to  the  Count  D'Espilly,  and 
have  given  him  all  the  advice,  that  I  thought  might  be 
useful  to  him. 

On  his  arrival  at  Algiers  he  will  find  letters  of  intro- 
duction to  most  of  the  Consuls  employed  by  foreign  na- 
tions there,  from  their  Ministers  at  this  Court. 

I  did  not  to  choose  to  espose  his  mission  to  those  gen- 
tlemen, until  his  departure,  from  Barcelona  renders  it 
pubUc 

Having  rendered  to  your  Excellencies  aa  account  of 
my  proceedings. in  consequence  of  the  letter,  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  by  Mr.  Lamb,  it  may  bei 
necessary  to  add  for  your  informadon  and  that  of  Ccm- 
gress,  to  which  body  1  take  the  liberty  of  requesting 
you  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  letter,  that  the  peace .  ne- 
gotiating at  present  between  this  country  and  the  regency 
of  Algiers,  will  coat  this  country  near  one  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  and  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  my.infonua- 
tton  is  so  cucumstantial  and  derived  from  such  a  scAirce, 
as  leaves  me  not  the  smallest  reason  to  doubt  its  authen- 
ticity. 

The  J>ey  of  Algieis  is  now  more  than  eighty  years 
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old,  aod  his  Ministers  all  press  a  conclusion  of  the  treaty, 
in  Older  that  while  they  are  in  power,  they  may  partici- 
pate the  presents  made  on  this  occasion. 

The  durability  of  this  peace  is  uncertain,  or  of  any 
other  made  in  the  present  moment  with  these  pirates. 
If  I  am  rightly  informed  as  soon  as  this  treaty  isconclud- 
ed  with  Spain  and  Naples,  they  mean  to  declare  war 
against  Denmark,  the  Venetians'  and  Dutch. 

1  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  of  all  I  can  learn  on  these 
points,  because  there  may  be  circumaiances  on  which 
may  depend  your  future  instnictioDs  to  Mr.  I^amb,  and 
the  measures  which  Congress  may  think  proper  to  adopt. 

Od  the  30tb  uhimo  the  Convention  was  signed  by  the 
Ambassadors  of  France  and  Portugal,  respecting  their 
differences  on  the  coast  of  Alrica. 

As  I  have  not  an  accurate  map  of  that  coast  before 
me,  I  refer  to  a  future  letter  the  limits  accorded  by  the 
latter  for  a  free  trade  to  other  nations.  Mutual  demands 
of  indemnification  have  been  waived  on  each  part,  a  mu- 
tual expression  of  good  will,  and  a  desire  to  be  on  the 
best  terms,  will  appear  in  the  articles  of  this  convention, 
in  the  expression  of  which  Fiance  preserves  her  dignity. 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  gratitude  for  the  confi- 
dence your  Excellencies  have  been  pleased  to  accord 
me, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sec. 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 
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CABUICUAEL   TO    HEBSaS.  ADAHS    AND 
JEFrERBON. 

MMlrid,  April  13,  1786. 
GeDtlemen, 
I  forward  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Lamb,  for  /our 
Excellencies'  intbrmation.  That  gentleman  has  also  writ- 
ten to  me,  but  as  I  suppose  he  has  gireo  Mr.  Jefierson  a 
more  ample  and  sa^siactory  detail  of  the  state  of  the  ne- 
gotiation than  I  can  comprehend  from  his  letter  to  me,  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  forward  a  copy  of  it.  Mr. 
Barclay,  to  whom  I  have  communicated  all  the  intelli- 
gence I  hare  received  on  this  subject,  will  write  your 
Excellencies  more  explicitly  than  my  situatitm  permits 
me  to  do.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  remarking, 
that  either  Congress  must  adopt  other  methods  than  the 
present  to  make  peace,  or  instantly  determine  to  protect 
their  trade  with  the  southern  parts  of  Europe,  by  a  mar- 
atime  force. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  Sic. 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


FEOH   H.    OTAHENDI    TO    W,    CARHICHAEL. 

Translation. 
My  Dear  Sir, 
I  have  informed  the  Count  of  your  wish   to  speak  to 
him  when  most  suitable  to  him,  although  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary for  you  to  come  here.    But  his  Excellency  finds 
it  imposEdble  during  your  stay  beie. 
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We  are  to  make  a  small  jaunt  of  twenty-eight  leagues 
next  Thursday,  to  see  a  Dew  road.  Fiiday  is  a  desperate 
day.  I  think  that  you  had  best  wtite  to  him  a  liite  re- 
questing an  interview  at  our  return,  it  not  b^ng  easy  for 
bim  to  appcnnt  a  day  before  band. 

Id  fear  that  you  might  want  the  papers  annexed,  I 
would  not  detain  them.  I  am  very  sensible  of  your  re- 
membiance,  having  the  honor  to  call  myself,  with  the 
most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  &c. 

OTAMENDI. 

13th  December. 


Emdottd  in  a  ktUr  from    WUiiam  Carmichael,  without 
tignaturt  or  addreti. 

Al^en,  Decenber  15,  1785. 
Sir, 

Count  d'Espilly  is  returned  Jrom  the  Court  of  Uadrid, 
since  tbe  7th  of  October  last ;  he  was  expected  here 
with  so  much  impadence,  that  the  Dey  would  absolutely 
see  bim,  before  he  had  even  time  to  go  to  the  French 
Consul's  country  house,  where  the  Countess,  his  lady, 
had  remained  after  his  departure  from  hence,  to  convince 
the  Dey  <£  the  sincerity  of  the  promise  he  had  made 
him,  of  returning. 

It  is  said  be  had  orders  from  bis  Court  to  ugnify  to 
the  Dey,  that  all  the  ofiers  made  by  Don  Joseph  de 
Mazmrdo,  were  absolutely  without  orders,  and  Uiat  his 
Cathdtc  Majesty  disapproved  them  in  the  tidiest  extent. 
The  Cowit  complained  to  the  Dey  in  the  strongest 
terms,  his  having  permitted  the  cruisers  to  sail  until  his 
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return,  and  it  is  doubtless  this  prince  assured  bim  it 
ought  not  to  give  the  CouDt  the  least  unea^ess,  as  be 
had  threatened  all  the  Rais  in  general,  and  each  in  par- 
ticular, before  their  sailing,  that  he  would  cause  the  first 
of  them  that  coiDmitted  the  least  insult  to  the  Spanbh 
flag,  or  to  any  part  of  the  Spanish  coast,  to  be  immedi- 
ately strangled,  and,  in  fact,  the  twelve  cruisers  that 
sailed  on  the  3rd  of  October  last,  are  all  returned,  with- 
out giving  Spain  the  least  cause  of  complaint,  notwith- 
standing a  Catalan  bark,  richly  laden,  returning  from  the 
West  Indies,  abandoned  by  her  crew,  fearing  the  truce 
agreed  upon  was  expired,  as  generally  reported  in  Eu- 
rope, wasi  brought  in  here  by  one  of  the  cruisers,  but 
immediately  returned,  without  difficulty,  to  the  Count, 
on  his  first  application.  A  like  accident  happened  to  a 
Venitian  snow,  of  twelve  guns,  also  abandoned  by  her 
crew,  under  the  dread  of  the  Tunisians,  was  picked  up 
by  one  of  the  cruisers  of  this  regency,  but  lost  on  the 
coast  of  Arzeo,  and  which,  most  probably,  has  saved  the 
Venitian  Consul  a  very  disagreeable  refusal,  as  they  had 
already  reported  here  that  this  snow  was  a  Russian. 

The  Dey  promised  the  Count  d'Espilly,  that  he  will 
not  permit  any  of  the  cruisers  to  sail  before  the  month  of 
March  next  is  expired,  and  it  is  assured,  his  Excellency 
has  written  his  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  same  effect. 

This  Prince  has  also,  within  these  few  days,  returned 
to  the  Count  seven  fiisileers,  belonging  to  Oran,  sent 
here  by  the  Bey  of  Mascara,  found  by  the  Moors  at 
some  distance  firom  the  stipulated  limits  of  that  garrison, 
as  this  regency,  on  ihe  first  overtures  of  a  peace,  would 
not  agree  that  Oran  should  be  included,  but  which  they 
have  at  length  consented  to,  so  that  Oran  remains  widi- 
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out  any  communicBticoi  with  the  Moors  of  the  Kji)gd<»ii 
of  Algiers,  and  in  the  same  manner  that  Cetits  has  been 
for  a  long  time  with  the  Moors  of  Morocco. 


ntOH    COUKT   DE    FLORIDA   BLANCl. 

Translation. 
Most  excellent  Sir, 
Having  immediately  granted  the  passports  to  Messrs. 
Lamb  and  Randall,  requested  in  a  note  of  Sited  of  this 
month,  from  Dr.  William  Carmichael,  the  underwritten, 
first  Secretary  of  State,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  trans- 
nuts  a  letter  for  the  Captain  General  of  Catalonia,  to 
feciBtate  their  passage  to  Alters,  in  what  may  depend 
upon  him.  And  as  to  their  commissJoD  to  treat  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  that  Regency,  the  King  will 
not  omit  to  repeat  the  proo&  of  his  good  will  towards  the 
United  States,  according  to  circumstances  and  their  re- 
ciprocal good  correspondence. 

At  the  Pardo,  31st  May,  1786. 

FLORIDA  BLANCA. 


rftOH   COUNT    DE    1 

Translation. 

Most  excellent  Sir, 

Messrs.  Lamb  and  Randall,  Americans,  commissioned 

by  the  United  States  to  treat  of  peace  with  that  Regency, 

being  about  to  pass  to  Algiers,  I  recommend  them  to  your 

Escellency  by  order  of  the  King,  that  you  may  facilitate 
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their  embarkatioa,  and  do  them  any  services  that  may  de- 
peod  on  your  Excellency. 

At  the  Pardo,  31st  May,  1766. 

FLORIDA  BLANCA. 


FROM    TBOHAS    JEFFERSON    TO   JOHN    JAY. 

Parii,  Vaj  32,   17B6. 
Sir, 

The  duty  has  been  imposed  on  me  of  making  the  fol- 
lowing communication  to  Congress. 

It  is  necessary  for  lae  previously  to  observe,  that 
though  the  government  of  the  United  Netherlands  have 
both  aa  ordinary  and  extraordinary  Ambassador  here,  yet 
the  patriotic  party  now  decisively  possessed  of  all  the 
powers  of  government  have  sent  hither  a  Rhingrave  de 
Salm,  as  possessing  plenary  confidence,  to  treat  with  this 
Court  OD  some  matters  not  yet  made  known  to  the  pub- 
lic. His  character  and  credit  accordingly  are  so  well 
known  here,  that  passing  by  the  regular  Ambassadors, 
they  are  actually  in  negotiation  with  him. 

He  look  occa^on  to  speak  with  me  to-day  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Mr.  Dumas :  after  saying  much  in  his  &vor,  be 
assured  me  that  Congress  could  not  so  much  oblige  the 
patriotic  party,  as  by  naming  Mr.  Dumas  to  their  diploma- 
tic appointment  at  the  Hague ;  and  Hirther  that  should 
they  have  any  thing  interesting  to  do  there,  there  was  no 
other  man,  who  could  do  it  so  effectually  as  Mr.  Dumas. 

I  wished  to  avoid  flattering  his  expectations  and  there- 
fore menUoned  to  him  the  resolution  of  Congress,  confin- 
ing their  diplomatic  appoiaUnents  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 
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He  seemed  to  admit  they  could  not  expect  him  to  be 
made  Minister  PlenipoteQtiaryj  but  asl^ed  if  it  would  not 
be  possible  to  give  him  the  character  of  Resident. 

I  told  him  we  were  in  the  usage  of  appointing  only 
one  character  inferior  to  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
which  was  that  of  Charge  d'Admres :  that  I  was  far 
from  presuming  to  say,  that  could  be  obtained  in  the  pre- 
sent case  ;  but  that  one  other  difficulty  occurred  to  me  in 
that  moment.  I  obserred  that  they  had  a  Minister  Ple- 
mpotentiary  with  Congress,  and  that  Congress  nambg 
for  their  Court  only  a  Charge  d'Adaires  might  perhaps 
be  considered  as  disrespectful,  and  might  occasion  the 
recall  of  their  Minister.  He  assured  me  it  would  not ; 
nay,  that  it  should  not.  We  are,  condoued  he,  but  a 
party,  and  therefore  cannot  make  a  formal  declara- 
tion on  this  subject,  but  we  know  how  far  we  can 
undertake,  and  if  you  please,  the  members  of  our 
party  shall  go  and  make  a  declarstion  privately,  be* 
fore  the  French  Ambassador  at  our  Court,  that  nothing 
amiss  shall  be  conceived  of  it,  and  that  our  AKnister 
shall  not  be  affected  by  it.  I  told  him  this  would  not 
,  be  deured.  He  asked  me  if  I  thought  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  writing  a  second  letter  on  this  subject  would  be 
of  service, 

I  told  him  I  could  not  suppose  a  repetition  of  his  ap- 
plication could  be  material. 

My  object  in  avoiding  a  second  letter  from  the  Count 
de  Vngennos,  as  well  as  the  declaration  before  the 
French  Ambassador,  was,  that  embarrassments  might  not 
be  nmltiplied,  if  Cimgress  should  not  think  [m>per  to 
comply  with  their  requests.  He  cortchided  by  desiring  I 
would  urge  this  matter  to  Congress. 
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It  seems  certain  that  Mr.  Dumas  has  rendered  himself 
vary  useful  to  the  Govemments  of  both  France  and  Hol- 
land, in  the  late  negoUations.  It  was  natural,  therefore, 
that  these  Governments  should  provide  for  him. 

I  know  not  how  it  has  happened  that  we  are  resorted  to 
on  the  occasion,  unless,  perhaps,  it  is  the  particular  wish 
of  Mr.  Dumas  to  receive  this  species  of  reward. 

Be  tbb  as  it  may,  the  reigning  party  in  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  the  Government  of  this  country,  com- 
mit themselves  on  this  application,  and  it  hecomes  a  mat- 
ter of  calculation,  in  which  their  &vor,  and  the  occaffloos 
we  may  have  for  it,  are  to  be  weighed  against  the  sacri- 
fices the  present  applications  call  for. 

To  pronounce  on  this,  would  be  beyond  my  province, 
which  is  merely  thai  of  being  the  channel  of  commum- 
cation;  this  being  desired  in  form,  I  supposed  it  my  duty 
to  comply  mth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


PBOH    THOHAS    JEFTEBSOS  TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Pkrii,  Hty  33, 1786. 
Sir, 
Letters  received,  both  from  Madrid  and  Algiers,  while 
I  was  in  London,  having  suggested  that  treaties  with  the 
States  of  Barbary  would  be  much  facilitated,  by  a  pre* 
vious  one  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  it  was  agreed  between 
Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  that,  on  my  return,  I  should 
consult  on  this  subject  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  whose 
long  residence  at  Constantinople  rendered  him  the  beet 
judge  of  its  expediency. 
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Various  circuiDstaaces  bare  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
consult  him  till  to  day. 

*  I  stated  to  him  the  difficulties  we  were  likely  to  meet 
with  at  Algiers,  and  a^ed  his  opinion,  what  would  be 
the  probable  expense  of  a  diplomatic  mission  to  Constan- 
nople,  and  what  its  eSect  at  Algiers. 

He  said,  that  the  expense  would  be  very  great,  for 
that  presents  must  he  made  at  that  Court,  and  every 
one  would  be  gaping  after  them ;  and  that  it  would  ,not 
procure  us  a  peace  at  Alters  one  penny  the  cheaper ; 
he  observed,  that  the  Barbary  States  adcoowledged  a 
son  of  vassalage  to  the  Porte,  and  availed  themselves 
of  that  relation  when  any  thing  was  to  be  gained  hy  it ; 
but,  that  whenever  it  subjected  them  to  a  demand  from 
the  Porte,  they  totally  disregarded  it ;  that  money  was 
the  sole  agent  at  Algiers,  except  so  ftr  as  fear  could  be 
induced  also.  He  cited  the  present  example  of  Spain, 
which,  though  having  a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  would 
probably  be  obliged  to  buy  a  peace  at  Algiers,  at  the 
expense  of  upwards  of  six  millions  of  Uvres. 

I  told  bim  we  had  calculated,  from  the  demands  and 
information  of  the  TripoUne  Ambassador  at  London, 
tfaat  to  make  peace  with  the  four  Barbary  States,  would 
cost  us  between  two  and  three  hundred  thousand  guineas, 
if  bought  with  money.  The  sum  did  not  seem  to  ex- 
ceed his  expecta^ns. 

I, mentioned  to  him,  that,  oonsidering  the  uncertainty 
of  a  peace  when  bought,  perhaps  Congress  m^ht  think 
it  more  eligible  to  esublisb  a  cruise  of  frigates  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  even  to  blockade  Algien. . 

He  supposed  it  would  require  ten  vessds,  great  and 
smalL 
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I  observed  to  bim,  diat  Monsieur  de  HissiEtc  bad  tor" 
merly  dooe  it  with  fire. 

He  said  it  was  trne,  but  that  vessels  of  relief  would ' 
be  necessary.  I  hinted  to  him,  that  I  thought  the  En- 
glish capable  of  administering  aid  to  the  Algerines.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  imposable,  on  accomt  of  the  scandal 
it  would  bring  (HI  them.  I  asked  him  what  had  ooca- 
sioned  the  blockade  by  M.  de  Msssitej  he  said,  an  in- 
fraction of  their  treaty  by  the  Algerines. 

I  had  a  good  deal  of  cooversauoD  with  him  abo,  oa 
the  ntualioD  of  affiuis  between  England  and  the  United 
States,  and  particularly  on  the^  refusal  to  deliver  up  om 
posts. 

1  observed  to  him,  that  the  obstructions  thrown  in  tbe 
way  of  the  recovery  of  dieir  debts,  were  the  e&ot  and 
net  tbe  cause,  as  they  pretended,  t^  their  refiual  to  de- 
liver up  the  poets.  That  the  mevi^iants  iiMercstad  in 
dieee  debts,  shewed  a  great  disposition  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  us.  That  tho  article  of  time  we  conld  eer>- 
tainly  have  settled,  and  probably  that  of  the  aaterest 
during  the  war.  But  that  the  Mmister  shewing  no  dis- 
ponlioB  tohare  tb^e  matters  arranged,  ]  thought  it  a  8u£- 
Soient  proof,  that  this  was  not  tbe  true  cause  of  their  de- 
taining the  posts.  He  owcurred  as  lo  the  justice  of  oiv 
requiring  tifne  for  the  pajanent  of  our  debts,  said  ootbing 
which  shewed  a  di^reoce  of  opmion  as  to  (he  article  of 
interest,  and  seemed  to  believe  fiilly  their  oli^ect  was  to 
Amt  the  ohamel  of  the  &ir  trade,  before  tbey  delivered 
up  Ae  p«Bts,  and  expressed  a  strong  sense  of  the  nopoi«- 
tance  of  that  oommeree  to  us. 

I  uHi  hun  I  really  could  not  foresee,  what  would  be  tbe 
event  of  this  detention,  that  the  situation  of  tbe  Britieh 
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fiiodt,  wad  desire  of  their  Ministw  to  bflgio  to  redvce  the 
national  dabi,  seemed  to  indicate  that  tbe^  oould  not  wish 
a  war. 

He  thought  ao,  bat' that  neither  were  we  In  a  condition 
to  go  to  war. 

I  told  him  I  was  uniDformed  what  Congress  proposed 
to  do  on  this  subject;  but  that  we  should  certainly  always 
count  oD  the  good  offices  of  France,  and  I  was  sure  that 
the  offer  of  them  Would  suffice  to  mduce  Great  Biitain  to 
do  us  justice.  He  said  that  surely  we  might  always 
count  OD  the  friendship  of  France.  I  added,  that  by  the 
treaty  (rf*  alliance,  she  was  bound  to  j^araotee  out  limits 
to  us,  as  they  should  be  established  at  the  mcnneiit  of 
peace.  He  said  they  were  so,  titaii  qv.'U  nout  etoil  n»- 
Muairt  de  la  comtater.  I  told  him  there  was  no  ques- 
tion what  our  boundaries  were ;  that  the  English  thoo- 
sslres  admitted  they  were  clear  beyond  all  qnestioD. 

I  feared,  howerer,  to  press  this  any  further,  lest  a  re- 
ciprocal question  should  be  put  to  me,  and,  tbcvefore, 
diverted  the  coDTtrsation  to  another  ot^ect. 

This  is  a  sketch  ooly  of  a  conference  which  was 
lengthy.  I  have  endeavored  to  give  the  substance,  and 
sometimes  the  expressions,  where  they  were  material. 

I  supposed  it  would  be  agreeable  to  Congress  to  have 
it  communicated  to  them  in  the  present  undecided  state 
in  which  these  subjects  are. 

I  dwuld  add,  that  an  explanation  of  the  transaction  of 
Honsieur  de  Hassiftc  with  the  Algetines,  before  hinted 
at,  1^1  be  found  in  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Count 
d'EsIaing  to  me,  wherrin  he  gives  also  his  own  opinion. 
The  whole  b  submitted  to  Congress,  as  I  concave  it  my 
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duty  to  furnish  them  with  whatever  inforaiation  I  oan 
gaiherr  which  may  throw  any  light  on  the  subjects  de- 
pending before  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &C. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


rROH  COUNT  d'EBTAINO  TO   THOHAB  JBFFBBBOIf. 

Pirlt,  ltb.y  17,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  giving  you  an  account  of  an  opinioD  of  Mr.  Mas- 
siftC)  and  which  absoiutely  conesponds  with  my  own, 
I  cannot  too  much  observe  how  great  a  difierence  may 
take  place  in  the  course  of  forty  years,  between  the  means 
which  he  required,  and  thoSe  which  political  circum- 
stances that  I  cannot  Hscertain  may  exact. 

This  Secretary  of  State,  afterwards  Vice-Admiral,  had 
the  modesty  when  a  captain  to  propose  a  means  for  the 
reduction  of  Algiers,  less  brilliant  for  himself,  but  more 
sure  and  economical  than  the  one  government  was  about 
to  adopt.  ' 

They  wasted  him  to  undertake  a  b<mihardment.  He 
proposed  a  simple  blockade.  All  the  force  he  required 
was  a  single  line  of  battle  ship,  two  strong  frigates,  and 
two  sloops  of  war. 

I  am  convinced  that  by  blockading  up  Alters,  cross 
anchoring,  and  with  a  long  range,  that  is  to  say,  with  se- 
veral cables  spliced  to  each  other,  and  with  iron  chains, 
one  might  if  necessary  always  r^nain  there,  and  there  is 
no  barbarian  power  thus  confined,  which  would  not  soon 
sae  for  peace. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


UPLOMATIG  COHBBUWfDBKCE.  53 

During  tbe  war  before  last,  the  English  remained,  eveo 
in  winter,  at  aiichoi  before  Morbian  on  the  coast  of  Brit- 
tany, which  is  a  much  more  dangerous  coast. 

Expeditious  preparation  for  sailing  of  the  vessels  which 
fonn  the  blockade,  which  should  be  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  prevent  any  thing  liom  entering  or  going  out, 
while  the  rest  remiun  at  their  stations,  thecboiceof  these 
statirms,  skilfiil  mantBuvres,  strict  watch  during  the  uigbt, 
every  precaution  against  the  element  which  a  seaman 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with ;  also  against  the  enemy 
to  prevent  the  sudden  attack  ot  boats,  and  to  repel  them 
in  case  they  should  niake  an  attack,  by  btutingaga  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose,  frequent  refreshments  for  the 
crews,  relieving  the  men,  an  un^uken  constancy  and  ex- 
actness in  the  service,  are  the  means  which  in  my  opinion 
would  render  the  event  indubitable. 

Bombardments  are  but  transitory.  It  is,  if  I  may  so 
fsxpress  myself,  like  breaking  glass  windows  with  gumeas. 
Tfone  have  produced  the  desired  effect  against  the  bar- 
barians. Even  an  imperfect  blockade,  were  one  to  have 
the  patience  and  courage  to  persist  ther^,  would  occa- 
sion a  perpetual  evil,  it  would  be  insupportable  in  the 
long  run; '  to  obtain  the  end  proposed  no  advantage  ought 
to  be  lost.  If  several  powers  would  come  to  a  good  un- 
derstanding, and  pursue  a  plan  formed  on  the  principles 
of  humanity ;  if  they  were  not  countraacted  by  others, 
it  would  rec^uire  but  a  few  yeats  to  Cfonpel  the  barbarians 
to  cease  being  pirates,  tfaey  would  become  merchants  in 
spite  of  themselves.  It  is  needless  to  observe,  that  the 
unsuccessful  attempts  of  Spain  and  those,  under  whiob 
the  republic  of  Venice  perhaps  bides  other  views,  have 
increased  the  strength  ai  well  as  the  self'love  of  all  tbe 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


54  TMOUAS  JBTFEBBON—JOilN  JAT. 

barbarians.  We  are  assured  that  the  Algeiines  bave  fit* 
ted'out  merchant  men  with  heavy  cannon.  This  would 
render  it  necessary  to  blockade  tbe  place  mth  two  sMps 
of  the  Imoi  so  that  one  of  the  two  might  remain  mooted 
oeor  the  bar,  while  tbe  other  might  prepare  to  support 
such  of  the  frigates,  as  should  give,  chase. 

But  their  chebecs,  even  their  frigates,  and  aH  their 
vessels,  alUiough  overchai^ed  with  men,  are  moreover  m 
badly  armed  and  mancsuvted,  that  asastaoce  tttxa  without 
would  be  most  to  be  feued. 

Your  Exoellency  has  told  me  tbe  only  and  true  means 
of  bringing  to  terms,  the  (Hily  people  who  can  take  a 
pleasure  in  distuitung  our-commerce.  You  see  I  speak 
as  an  American  citizen,  this  title  dear  to  my  heart,  the 
value  of  whkh  I  fully  prize,  affcutis  me  the  happy  op- 
portunity of  offering  slill  more  particularly  tbe  homage, 
the  sineere  attachment  aud  respect,  with  which  I  have 
the  hon(»  to  be,  be. 

ESTAING. 


VftOH  TBOIUS    JEFniKSOK  lO  JOBIT   SAX. 

Puii,  Umj  37,  1786. 

Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  the  ISdi  instant,  which  goes  by  the 
same  packet,  but  was  delrrered  to  a  private  hand, 
I  had  the  honor  -  of  enolosmg  to  you,  letters  fiom 
Mr.  Carmiebael,  Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Lamb,  at 
the  Barbaty  aj^ni.  Others  came  to  band  last  night, 
which  are  now  copying,  and  will  be  enclosed  to  you  by 
the  post  of  this  day,  as  &r  as  they  ctm  be  coined.  The 
whole  cannot  possiWy  be  in  readiness,  and  it  is  tbe  last 
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post  which .  wifi  be  id.  time  tar  the  packet.  By  these, 
you  will  see  that  Hr.  Lamb  is  retunted  t6  Spain.  I  ex- 
peet  sDon  Irom  Mr.  Adanu,  an  amwer  to  my  letter,  pto- 
posiDg  to  instruct  Mr.  Lamb  to  repur  to  Congress. 

The .  agreement  supposed  to  be  made  betwera  Spun 
and  Algiers,  that  the  latter  shall  make  no  peace  mth 
any  nation  not  under  tr^ty  wilfa  the  Porte,  is  difficult  of 
explanation ;  Its  existence,  however,  may  accoimt  for  the 
di&rence  <^  opinion  between  the  Oousts  de  Vergennes 
and  D'Esi»lly,  as  to  the  expedtency  ai  our  treatiDg  with 
the  Porte.  If  Mr.  Adams  concurs  with  me  in  opinion, 
wfl  shall  cease  all  further  proceedings  with  the  Barbary 
ptmerB,.  till  we  receive  further  inslructiouE  irom  Con- 
gress ;  except  as  to  Morocco,  which  I  have  hopes  we 
may  bMter  succeed  in. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &ic. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


rttOH   P<   K.   BAKDALI.   TQ    JOBK   ADAMS    AKO    THOKIS 
JBFPEBSOH. 

Htdrfd,  Mar  14,  iras. 

Since  my  aruTal  Iwre  from  Carthagena,  I  have  heoi 
in  cDDstant  expectation  of  a  secure  opportunity  tar  foc- 
wardmg  the  eoclosed,  being  nearly  the  copy  of  a  letter) 
I  wrote  to  my  father,  shortly  afler  my  landing  in  Spain. 
it  contams  all  the  observations  1  hnve  been  enabled  to 
nake,  by  reason  of  the  obstacles  which  (in  my  situation 
at  A^ers)  prevented  particular  inquiry.  Indeed,  I  bad 
■01  tiie  roost  distant  ideaof  remainbg  fix  so  short  a  tnie, 
otherwise,  perhaps,  I  ought  have  afibrded  greater  aatis< 
fiuitioa  in  this  respect. 
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I  have  not  receiTed  any  letters  from  Mr.  Lamb,  aace 
bis  arrival  at  Alicant;  but  have-  lately  heard,  tbat  fae  is 
released  fiom  quarantiDe.  He  may,  therefore,  be  ex- 
pected here  every  day,  as  he  bad  informed  Mr.  Canni- 
ehael,  of  his  intention  of  coming  up  immediately. 

I  shall  be  governed  by  bis  orders,  and  eadearor,  still 
to  evince,  that  nothing  on  my  part  has  been,  or  shall  be 
wanting,  to  fiilGI  my  duty.  Although  I  must  hope,  tbai 
circumstances  will  be  con^dered,  if  ray  services  have 
not  been  equal  to  the  expecta6on  formed  of  them. 
Haste,  and  the  little  opportunity  I  have  had  to  prepare 
my  observations,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  writing  in  a 
crowd,  I  trust,  will  plead  my  apology  for  delivering  them 
in  their  -present  state,  especially,  as  my  father  might 
hare  communicated  in  New  York,  the  intelligence  they 
contain.  I  have,  therefore,  conceived  that  alterations 
might  be  improper,  as  your  Excellency  will  distinguish 
what  b  well  founded,  and  may  be  enabled  to  judge  what 
opinion  might  be  formed  of  them,  in  New  York. 

The  Envoys  from  Portugal  and  Naples  are  still  atCar- 
thagena,  awaiting  the  completion  of  the  Spanish  treaty. 

This  Court  would  undoubtedly  have  wished  Mr.  Lamb 
to  remain  m  hke  manner,  if  his  instructions  could  hare 
justified  the  delay,  before  their  interference  could,  con- 
NStent  with  their  own  interest,  be  employed  in  &ror  of 
the  United  States. 

The  Portuguese  Envoy  told  me,  at  Cartbagena,  that 
he  had  no  expectatioos  of  succeeding,  and  would  rather 
see  a  confederacy  formed  against  the  Baifaary  States,  by 
those  with  whom  they  are  at  war.  He  appeared  much 
dissatisfied  at  bemg  so  long  delayed.  It  would  be  pre- 
sumption in  me  to  offer  any  news ;  Mr,  Carmidiael  being 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


DIPLOMATIC  COBBE8PONBBNCE.  57 

SO  much  better  eaabled  to  9ffi>rd  information,  and  will 
write  by  the  present  occasion. 

I  am,  with  proper  respect,  &c. 

P.  R.  RANDALL. 


FROM   THOUIS   JKFFERSpN   TO.  JOHN  JAY. 

PuiB,  Mlj  3r,  1786. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  January  Snd,  I  had  the  honor  of  stating 
to  you,  what  had  passed  here  on  the  subject  of  the  com- 
merciable  articles,  between  this  country-  and  the  United 
States.  1  beg  leave  now  to  resume  that  subject.  I 
ther^n  iofoimed  you,  that  this  Government  had  agreed  to 
xeceive  our  fish  oils,  on  the  footing  on  which  they  receive 
those  of  the  Hanseatic  towns,  which  gave  us  a  reduction 
of  duty  from  36  liv.  15s.  on  the  barriqw,  to  11  liv.  5s. 
amounting  to  about  48  liv.  on  tb«  English  ton,  according 
to  a  statement  by  Monsieur  Sangrain,  enclosed  in  that 
letter.  Thb  was  true ;  J>ut  there  was  another  truth  which 
neitheF  that  statement,  nor  any  other  evidence  I  then  had, 
enabled  me  to  discover,  and  which  it  is  but  lately  I  could 
be  ascertained  of;  which  is,  that  there  is  another  duty 
called  the  droit  des  huilet  et  3<wom,  to  wbicb  the  Hanse 
towns  are  subject,  as  we  are  also,  of  consequence..  This 
is  of  six  deniers  on  the  nett  pound,  and  ten  sous  per 
Uvre  on  that,  amoundng  to  31iv.  15s.  on  the  nett  hun- 
dred, French  vreighl,  or  to  601iv.  13s.  6d.  the  English 
ton.  This,  with  the  reduced  duty,  makes  about  lOSliv. 
13s.  6d.  or  very  nearly  four  guineas,  according  to  the 
present  eKchange,  on  the  English  too.  Though  this  be 
Vol.  III.— 8 
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Still  ^vaDtageous,  when  cunpared  with  the  English  duty 
of  eighteen  guineas,  yet  it  is  less  so  dian  we-  had  expect- 
ed, and  it  will  remain  when  we  apply  for  a  renewal  of 
the  indulgence,  to  see  whether  we  can  obtain  fiirther  re- 
duction. 

The  fur  trade  is  an  object  of  desire  in  this  country. 
LondcK)  b  at  present  their  market  for  Airs;  they  pay  for 
them  there  in  ready  money.  Could  they  draw  their  furs 
into  their  own  ports  from  the  United  States,  they  would 
pay  us  for  them  in  produc&ms,  nor  should  we  lose  by  the 
exchange  of  market,  since,  though  the  French  pay  the 
London  merchants  in  cash,  those  merchaiits  pay  us  in 
manufactures.  A  very  wealthy  and  well  connected  com- 
pany, is  proposing  here  to  associate  tbemselres  widi  an 
Amoican  company,  ea«h  to  :po8ses3  half  the  imereet,  md 
to  carry  -on  the  fur  trade  between  the  two  countries. 
The  company  faa%  expect  to  make  the  principal  part  of 
tlie  advauopii.  They  also,  are  soliciting  cmsiderable  in- 
dulgences from  this  Gotrenuneut,  from  which  the  part  of 
the  company  m  our  side  the  water  will  reap  half  the  ad- 
vantage. As  no  exchjsire  idea  .enters  into  this  scheme, 
it  appears  to  me  wordiy  of  encouragement.  It  is  hoped 
the  Govemihent  here  will  interest  themselves  for  its  suc- 
cess. If  they  do,  one  of  two  things  may  happen,  either 
theEnglish  will  be  aiiaid  to  stop  the  vessels  of  a  compa- 
ny conns^g  patdy  of  Frencli  atd)jects,  and  patronised 
by  the  Court;  in  whioh  case  the  commerce  will  be  laid 
open  generally,  or  if  they  slop  the  vessels,  the  French 
cdmpany,  which  Is  strongly  connected  with  men  in  pQwer, 
mil  domplain  in  form  to  their  government,  who  iflay  thus 
be 'interested  as  principals  in  the ,  reoification  of  llus 
abuse ;  as  yet  however  the  proposition  has  not  taken  such 
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a  tbsm,  as  to  assure  us  that  it  ml)  be  prosecuted  to  this 
length. 

.As  to  the  article  of  tobacco,  which  bad  become  an  im- 
portaDt  branch  of  remittance  to  all  the  States,  I  had  the 
bcttOT  of  oommunicuing  to  you  my  proportion  to  the 
Court,  to  abolish  the  monopoly  of  it  in  their  liirm.  That 
the  Count  de  Vergenoes  was,  I  thought,  thoroughly  sen- 
sible of  the  expediency  of  this  proposition,  and  disposed 
tobefnend  it ;  that  tbe  renewal  of  the  lease  of  the  farms 
had  been  oonsequendy  suspended  ^  months,  and  was 
3tiU  in  suspense,  but  that  so  powerfiil  were  the  Fanners 
General,  and  so  tottering  the  tenure  of  the  Minister  of 
finance  in  his  office,  that  I  despaired  of  pieventing  tbe 
Fenewal  of  the  iaim  at  that  time. 

Thin^  were  in  this  state  when  th^  Marquis  de  La&y- 
ette  returned  Iroin  Berlin.  On  communicating  lo  him 
what  w^  on  the  carpet,  he  proposed  to  me  a  conference 
with  some  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  conunercial 
system  of  the  country.  We  met — they  proposed  tbe  en- 
deaToriag  to  have  a  committee  appointed  ta  inqiure  mto  the 
sidiject :  tbe  proposition  was  made  to  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  who  befriended  it,  and  had  the  Marquis  de  La- 
fayette named  a  member  of  tbe  Cimunittee.  He  became 
of  course  tbe  active  and  truly  zealous  member  for  the 
liberty  of  commerce,  others  Hiougb  well  disposed  not 
choosing  to  oppose  the  farm  openly.  This  Committee 
has  met  from  time  to  time.  It  shewed  an  early  and  de- 
ciuv«  conviction,  that  the  measure  taken  by  (he  ban  to 
put  tbe  purchase  of  thejr  tobaccoes  into  monopoly  on 
that  side  tbe  water,  as  the  sale  of  tbetn  was  on  this, 
tended  to  tbe  annihilation  of  commerce  between  tbe  Iwo 
couatries ;  various  paUiatives  were  proposed  from  time  to 
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time.  I  confess  that  I  met  them  all  with  iiidifierence : 
my  object  being  a  radical  cure  of  the  evil,  by  ^scoii- 
tinuing  the  &rm,  and  not  a  mere  assuagement  of  it  for 
the  present  moment,  which  rendering  it  more  bearable, 
might  lessen  the  necessity  of  removing  it  totally  and  per- 
haps prevent  that  removal. 

In  the  meantime,  the  other  branches  of  the  ferm  ren- 
dered the  renewal  of  the  tease  necessary,  and  it  being 
said  to  be  too  far  advanced  to  have  the  article  of  tobacco 
separated  from  it  and  suspended,  it  was  signed  in  the 
month  of  March,  while  I  was  in  England,  with  a  clause, 
which  is  usual,  that  the  King  may  discontinue  when  he 
pleases,  on  cettain  conditions. 

When  I  found  here  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  of 
L'Orient  complaining  of  their  having  6,000  hhds.  of  to- 
bacco on  hand,  and  of  the  distresses  they  tvere  under 
from  the  loss  of  this  medium  of  remittance,  I  enclosed 
it  to  the  Count  de  Vergeunes  and  asked  his  interference. 
I  saw  him  on  the  S3rd  instant  and  spoke  to  him  on  the 
subject.  He  told  me  there  was  to  be  a  Committee  held 
the  next  day  at  Bemi,  the  seat  of  the  Comptroller  Gen- 
eral, and  that  he  would  attend  it  himself  to  have  some- 
thing done.  I  asked  him  if  I  was  to  consider  the  ex- 
punging that  article  from  the  farm  as  desperate. 

He  said  the  difficulty  of  changing  so  ancient  an  institu- 
tion was  immense ;  that  the  Kmg  draws  from  it  a  revenue 
of  twenty- nine  millions  ofiivres;  that  an  interruption 
of  this  revenue  at  least,  if  not  a  diminution,  would  attend 
a  change ;  that  their  finances  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
bear  even  an  interruption,  and  in  short,  that  no  Minister 
could  veiiture  to  take  upon  himself  so  hazardous  an  op- 
eration.    This  was  only  saying  explicitly,  what  I  had  l<»ig 
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been  sensible  of,  that  the  Complroller  General's  continu- 
ance in  office  was  too  much  on  a  poise,  to  permit  him  to 
shift  this  weight  out  of  his  own  scale,  into  that  of  his  ad- 
versaries. And  that  we  must  be  contented  to  await  the 
completion  of  the  public  expectaUon,  that  there  will  be 
a  change  in  this  office,  which  change  may  give  us  another 
chance  Jbr  effecting  this  desirable  reformattou.  Incidents 
enough  will  arise  to  keep  this  object  in  our  view,  and  to 
direct  the  attention  to  it,  as  the  only  point  on  which  the 
interests  and  harmony  of  the  two  countries  (so  far  as  this 
article  of  their  commerce  may  influence)  will  ultimately 
find  repose. 

The  committee  met  the  next  day.  The  only  question 
a^tated  was,  how  best  to  relieve  the  trade  under  its  doit- 
ble  monopoly. 

The  committee  found  themselves  supported  by  the 
presence  and  sentimraits  of  the  Count  de  Vergeimes. 
They,  therefore,  resolved,  that  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Morris,  if  executed  on  bis  pan,  ought  not  to  he  annulled 
here;  but  that  no  similar  (»ie  should  ever  be  made  hereafter. 
That  so  long  a?  it  continued ,  the  farmers  should  be  obl^ed 
to  purchase  Irom  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  hogsheads  of 
tobacco  a  year,  over  and  above  what  they  should  receive 
from  Mr.  Morris,  from  such  merchants  as  should  bring  it 
in  French  oi  American  vessels,  on  the  same  condition, 
contracted  with  Mr.  Morris,  providing,  however,  that 
where  the  cargo  shall  not  be  assorted,  the  prices  shall 
be  thirty-eight,  thirty-sis,  and  thirty-four  livres,  f«  tlie 
first,  second,  and  third  qualities,  of  whichsoever  the  cai^ 
may  consist.  In  case  of  dispute  about  the  quality,  spe- 
cimens are  to  be  sent  to  the  council,  who  will  app<Hnt  per- 
sons to  exanune  and  decide  on  it.     This  is,  indeed,  the 
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least  bad  ofsU  the  palliations  which  have  been  pcopoaed; 
but  it  contains  the  seeds  of  perpetual  trouble.  It  is  easy 
to  i(»esee  that  the  farmfrs  will  multiply  dificukies  and 
veiations  on  those  wbo  shall  propose  to  seU  to  thaa  by 
force,  and  that  these  will  be  making  perpetual  compl^ts, 
90  that  both  partiee  will  be  kept  or  the  fret. 

If,  without  fatigtung  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the 
Ministry,  this  should  pve  them  just  so  couch  trouble,  as 
may  induce  them  to  look  to  the  demolitioo  of  the  moao' 
poly,  as  a  desirable  point  of  rest,  it  may  produce  a  p«- 
manent  as  well  as  a  tempcH^ary  good.  This  detennkta- 
tion  of  the  conunittee  needs  the  King's  order  (o  be  oftr- 
ried  into  efiect.  1  have  been  in  hourly  «zpectatien  of 
receinng  offiual  infbrmatkHi,  that  it  is  nl^aately  ciwfina- 
ed  by  him.  But,  as  yet,  it  is  not  come,  and  the  post 
will  set  out  to  day.  Should  it  airive  ia  ume,  I  wUl  en- 
close it.  Should  it  not  arrive,  as  I  do  not  apprehend 
any  danger  of  its  being  r^ected,  or  even  ahefed  materi- 
ally, (seeing  that  M.  de  Vergeonea  appioved  of  it,  and 
M.  de  Cakmne  acquiesced.)  I  have  supposed  you  would 
wish  to  be  apprised  of  its  substaiHie,  for  a  cofipmuaica- 
tion  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
though  you  cannot  puUish  it  formally,  till  you  know  ^ 
is  confirmed  by  the  King,  yet  on  uaauthorita^ve  kmd  of 
notice  may  be  ^veu  to  the  meiGbants,  to  put  them  on 
(heir  guard,  otherwise,  the  merchants  here  hanng  first 
knowledge  o(  it,  may,  by  theJr  agents,  purchase  up  all 
the  tobacco  they  have  on  hand,  at  a  low  price,  and  thus 
engross  to  Uiemselves  all  the  benefit. 

In  tbe  same  letter,  of  January  3ad,  1  meirttooed,  thftt 
the  ric«  of  Carolina,  compared  with  that  of  the  Medi- 
twranean,  was  better  and  dearer.     This  was  on  my  own 
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observation,  haying  examined  both  in  the  shops  here, 
where  Ihey  are  retailed.  Further  inqniiies  give  me 
reason  to  believe  that  l^  rice  r^  Carolina,  on  its  arrival, 
is  ibiider  and  cheaper ;  and  that  it  is  obliged  to  be  cleaned 
here,  before  it  is  saknable ;  that  this  advaneee  the  price, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  the  quality  aJso,  beyond  that  of  the 
Meditenonean.  Whether  the  trouble  of  this  i^>eratio9 
i^BCOurages  the  merchant,  or  the  price,  the  consumer,  or 
whettara;  tbe  raerchanis  of  Carolika  have  not  yet  kanied 
the  way  to  this  market,  l«anaot  telL  I  &id,  in  &ct,  that 
but  «  smalt  proportion  of  tbe  rice  ooesumed  here,  is 
itom  ibe  American  market.  But  tbe  coosumpticHi  c^ 
this  article  here  is  immense.  If  the  growers  of  Anieri> 
caa  rice  would  endeavor  to  adapt  dieir  preparation  of  it 
to  tbe  latte  of  this  country,  so  as  to  give  it,  over  the 
ftfeditemmean  rice,  the  advantage  of  wbicfa  it  seems 
susceptible,  tl  would  wery  mucb  inca<ea9e  the  quanlily 
Sor  wbkh  they  Gad  sale.  As  &r  as  I  bavB  been  able  to 
find,  it  is  received  Jiere  on  a  &verable  footing. 

1  shall  reserve  my  letter  open  u>  tbe  last  taoment,  is 
bof>es  of  beiiig  abie  to  put  into  it  -the  ord^  ot  the  King 
to  the  Fanners  General. 

I  have  the  honor  c^  «aclowsg  a  ocrpy  of  their  conttact 
with  Mr.  Morris,  bo  which  the  resoltttioB  of  tbe  camsiit- 
lae  lefeis,  land  to  be,  with  seatiownts  of  tbe  most  per- 
feet  respect,  Sec. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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tOBACCO    COHTK&CT. 

TraoslatioQ, 

We,  the  undersigned  Robett  Morris,  heretofore  Super- 
intendeot  of  the  Finances  of  tile  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, residing  in  Philadelpliia,  on  the  one  part,  and  Le 
Normand,  Receiver  General  of  the  Finances  of  the 
Generality  of  laRochelle,  residing  in  Paris,  on  the  other 
p^t,  have  agreed,  and  have  respectively  treated  with 
each  other,  about  the  sale  and  purchase  of  sixty  thousand 
'  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  from  nine  to  ten  hundred  weight, 
of  the  different  growths  of  the  continent  of  America,  on 
the  following  terms  and  conditions,  viz  : 

That  I,  Robert  Morris,  engage  on  my  part ;  Ist,  To 
ship  and  delivef  at  the  several  ports  of  France,  h^^aflei 
specified,  the  whole  at  my  hazard  and  risk,  until  the  total 
delivery,  to  the  said  Sieur  Le  Normand,  the  sixty  thou- 
sand hogsheads  of  tobacco,  in  the  space  of  the  three  suc- 
cessive years  of  1785,  1786,  1787,  at  the  rate  of  twen- 
ty thousand  hogsheads  per  annum. 

ibid.  1  moreover  engage  to  assort  each  annual  compli- 
ment in  the  fcdlowing  proportions,  viz : 

One-fonnh  part  James  and  York  river  tobacco ;  half 
Potomac  and  Rappahannock ;  and  the  other  fourth  in 
Maryland  tobacco,  one  third  of  which,  at  least,  fit  for 
smoking;  the  whole  of  the  first  qualities  fit  for  France. 

3rd.  I  also  oblige  myself  to  ship  the  sufficient  quantity 
in  vessels,  which  shall  be  American  in  preference  to 
French)  that  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  twenty  thousand 
hogsheads  shall  arrive  in  the  ports  of  BoUrdeaux,  Havre 
de  Grace,  Ueppe  and  Morlaix,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, viz :  seven  thousand  hogsheads  to  Bourdeaux,  seven 
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thousaod  to  Hbttg  de  Grace,  three  thousand  to  Dieppe, 
and  three  thousand  to  Moriaix.  Observing  that  the  pro- 
portion of  Maryland  tohacco  fit  for  smoking,  shall  of  pre- 
ference be  comprehended  in  equal  proportions  in  the  par- 
cels sent  to  Morlaiz,  Bourdeaux  and  Havre. 

And  in  case  where  any  shipments  sfaali  exceed  in  one 
year  the  aforesud  distribution]  the  excess  shall  be  carried 
in  augmentation  to  Havre  de  Grace. 

4tb.  The  tobacco  shipped  and  delivered  in  conformity 
to  the  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  said  Sieut  Le 
rforroand  to  me,  at  the  price  of  thirty-six  livres  toumois 
for  each  hundred  weight  maic  weight,  and  the  said  Sieur 
Le  Normand  shall  discharge  the  amount  of  each  cargo 
within  a  month  after  the  delivery  to  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx 
&  Co,  my  bankers  in  Paris,  deducting,  however,  two 
livres  toumois  for  each  hundred  maic  weight,  for  the  re- 
imbuisement  of  a  millioa  advance,  which  the  said  Sieur 
Le  Tformand  has  put  into  the  hands  of  the  aforesaid 
Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  St  Co.  to  bold  at  my  disposal,  as 
appears  by  their  receipt  at  foot  of  the  present  contract. 

5tb.  I  consent  that  the  two  thousand  hogsheads,  of 
which  I  have  gived  advice,  by  my  letter  of  S7tb  October, 
to  the  said  ^ur  Le  Nonnand,  of  the  purchase  and 
speedy  loai^g  for  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  shall 
make  part  of  my  first  delivery  for  this  year,  and  shall  be 
paid  for  to  me  at  the  price  of  thirty-six  livres  touroois, 
with  the  deduction  of  two  livres  toumob  per  hundred 
wmght,  as  is  specified  In  the  preceding  article. 

6th.   For  the  mode  of  delivering  the  tobacco;  it  shall 

be  taken  out  of  the  hogsheads,  and  none  shall  be  rejected 

but  what  is  damaged ;  then  the  tobacco  shall  be  weighed 

QD  the  quay,  and  received  at  the  wwght  it  really  weighed. 

Vol.  III.— 9 
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without  any  deduction  wfaateT«t,  and  until  it  a  weighed, 
it  shall  be  at  my  risk  and  expense. 

7tb.  The  damaged  tobacco  shall  be  cut  and  sent  to 
some  other  place,  if  my  conespcmdenta  shall  think  pro- 
per, otherwise  it  shall  be  burned  in  their  presence. 

And  I,  Le  Nonnaad,  accept  in  general,  and  sulnnit  to 
all  the  clauses  and  conditions  mentioned  in  the  seven 
foregoing  articles;  and,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  present 
contract,  I  have  remitted  the  sum  of  a  million  of  livres 
toumois,  mentioned  in  the  4th  article,  to  Messrs.  Le 
Couteulx  Si,  Co.  as  appears  by  their  receipt  annexed  at 
the  foot  of  the  present  contract,  lor  the  said  sum,  to  be 
le-imbuTsed  coni(>rmably  to  said  article. 


Ist.  That  in  case  that  the  vesseb  employed  in  this 
business,  shall  become  subject  to  greater  or  new  duties  <» 
taxes,  than  what  the  French  vessels  c(»ning  from  France 
pay,  the  aforesaid  duties  shall  be  chained  to  me. 

2nd.  That  all  the  duties  which  hereafter  or  posterior  to 
the  present  treaty,  may  be  put  eitlier  on  exportation  from 
America,  or  on  the  importa^n  into  France,  shall  be  charg- 
ed to  me,  and  in  consequence  I  will  be  accountable  to  Mr. 
R.  Morris  for  those  which  may  happen  in  America,  on  the 
exportation,  at  the  rate  of  51iv.  5s.  toumois  (or  each  hard 
dollar,  mid  this  upon  an  authentic  certificate  that  the  duty 
is  imposed. 

3rd.  i  engage  that  the  Farmers  General  shall  not  make, 

either  directly  (h-  indirectly,  any  purchases  of  tobacco  in 

'  America,  and,  consequently,  if  I  have  ocoaaon  for  a 

greater  quantity  of  tobacco,  it  shall  be  furnished  to  me,  <hi 

the  same  price  and  conditions. 

Done  in  five  parts,  at  Paris,  four  of  which  to  he  sent 
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to  America,  by  the  English  and  French  packeru,  the 
fifth  to  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Le  Cou* 
teulz  &  Co. 

At  Paris,  llth  January,  1785, 

LE  NORMAND, 
Receiver  Genenl  of  Finances. 
Signed  at  PhUaddpfaia,  lOtfa  April,  1785, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
Certified  to  be  true  and  conformable  to  the  original 
in  my  lands,  at  Paris,  SOih  February,  1788. 

LE  NORMAND. 

We,  the  undersigned,  acknowledge  to  have  received 
from  Mr.  Le  Notmand,  Receiver  General  of  the 
Finances  of  the  Generality  of  la  Rochelle,  the  sum  of 
one  million  livres  toumois,  in  e^cts  to  our  aatis&ction, 
which  we  promise  to  hold  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  heretofiwe  Superintendent  General  of  the  Fi- 
nances of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  after  the  ab- 
solute acceptation  of  the  [wesent  treaty,  a  duplicate  of 
which  has  been  placed  in  our  hands. 

At  Paris,  llth  January,  1785. 

LE  COUTEULX  &  CO. 


FBOK    THOHAE    JETTERSON    TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Paria,  Hajr,  31,  1786. 
Sir, 
A  safe  opportunity  occurring  by  the  way  of  London, 
I  hare  it  now  in  my  power  to  transmit  you  the  sequel  of 
the  papers  relative  to  Algiers,  which  could  not  be  in  rea- 
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diness  to  go  with  my  letter  of  the  27th  inst.  by  the 
French  packet,  which  I  expect  will  sail  from  L'Orieot 
to-morrow, 

I  am  enabled  at  the  same  time  to  send  you  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  to- 
bacco together  with  a  copy  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes' 
letter  to  me,  giving  official  notice  of  them,  having  en- 
closed a  copy  of  Mr.  Morris's  contract  in  my  letter  of 
May  37th  on  the  same  subject.  You  will  be  enabled  to 
give  such  notice  of  the  wh(de  as  you  think  proper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8tc. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FBOMTHE  COVNT  DE  VEBOENNES  TO  THOMAS  JEErSBSOM. 

Translation. 

VemillcB,  Hay  30,  1766. 
Sir, 
i  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  you,  that  not- 
withstanding the  treaty,  which  the  Farmers  General 
have  made  with  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  for  the  dellrery  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  tobacco,  they  have  just  concluded 
to  take  in  the  way  of  trade  as  much  as  15,000  hogsheads 
per  annum.  To  let  you  understand  better  the  extent  of 
the  decision  in  question,  I  send  it  to  you  in  the  extract 
enclosed.  I  beg  that  you  will  make  it  known  both  in 
America,  as  also  to  the  American  owners  of  veeseb,  who 
may  be  found  in  our  ports,  so  that  they  may  direct  their 
commercial  speculations  accordingly. 

I  have  the  hooor  to  be,  8cc. 

DE  VERGENNES. 
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TraoslatioD. 

Retohes  of  a  Committee  held  at  Bemi,  'Hith  March, 

1786. 

The  Committee  resuming  their  former  deliberations 
respecting  a  treaty  made  with  Mr.  Morris,  informed  of 
the  circumstaDces  in  which  it  was  made  :  also  informed 
of  the  despatch  of  twelve  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco, 
the  approaching  arrival  of  which  has  been  announced  by- 
Mr.  Couteulx,  the  correspondent  of  Mr.  Morris,  have 
unanimously  thought,  that  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
ought  to  extend  until  the  1st  of  January,  1788,  saving 
the  right  of  annulling  in  case  of  f^ure  of  execution,  on 
the  part  of  the  sud  Mr.  Morris,  the  conditions  of  the  said 
treaty,  taking  afterwards  into  con^deration  the  interest  of 
the  national  commerce,  with  that  of  the  United  States, 
have  agreed  on  the  resolutions  hereafter  enumerated. 

Ist.  After  the  expiration  of  the  treaty  with  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, there  shall  be  made  no  more  bargains  of  the  same 
kind. 

3ad.  The  Farmer  General  shall  always  have  m  his 
magames  a  necessary  supply  for  the  exercise  of  his  pri- 
vil^e,  which  supply  shall  be  formed,  by  what  shall  be 
fiirnished  by  the  contract  with  Mr.  Morris,  as  well  as  by 
what  he  shall  procure  by  means  of  commerce. 

Sid.  To  secure  this  supply  the  Farmer  General  shall 
purchase,  during  the  continuauon  of  the  contract  with  Mr. 
Morris,  only  the  tobacco  which  can  be  &mished  by  trade 
and  brought  in  French  or  American  vessels,  to  the  amount 
of  12  (o  15  thoiuand  hogsheads  every  year,  at  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  conditions  stipulated  with  the  said 
Mr.  Morris. 
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4xh.  In  cases  where  cargoes  shall  not  be  assorted,  the 
tobacco  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  following  piices : 

Livrea. 
1st  quality  James  and  York  river  tobacco,  nett  cwt.  38 
Sod  do  Potomac  and  Rappahanock  -  -  36 
%tl     do     Marjiffnd  tobacco       .        -        .        .      34 

All  the  fint  qualities  of  each  kind  proper  for  France. 

5th.  Incases  of  difficulty  respecting  the  quality,  sam- 
[4es  shall  be  sent  to  the  Cotindl,  and  it  shall  be  deter- 
mmed  by  a  commission,  which  ^all  be  authcHized  to  hafe 
the  samples  exaimned,  by  such  person  as  may  be  proper. 

6th.  When  tbe  tobacco  fomisbed  by  the  Aroericai» 
shall  not  be  delivered  in  a  manu&eturing  ptnl,  there 
shsll  be  deducted  from  the  stipulated  prices,  thirty  sols 
per  nett  quintal,  for  expenses  of  transportation. 


TBOn  lOHR    JAT   TO   TROHAS    JEFFEKSON. 

New  York,  Ai^urt  !«,  1786. 

Sir, 

My  last  to  you  Tras  dated  the  14(h  of  last  month, 
siac«  which,  I  have  received  and  laid  before  Congress^, 
your  several  letters  of  12th,  USad,  23nl,  two  of  37th, 
and  one  of  Slst  May  last,  with  the  papers  enclosed  with 
them. 

It  lias  happened  from  various  cireamstances,  that  seve- 
ral reports  on  foreign  a^feirs  still  lay  before  Congress, 
undecided  upon.  The  warn  of  an  adequate  repreSenia- 
tiott  for  long  intervals,  and  the  multiplicity  of  business 
which  pressed  upon  them  when  tiiat  was  not  the  case, 
has  occa^ned  deUys  and  omissions,    which,  however 
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unavoidable,  are  much  to  be  r^jteUed.  It  is  painful  to 
me,  to  reflect,  that,  although  my  auction  to  buaiien  b 
unremitted,  yet  I  so  often  esperience  unseasoaable  de- 
lays and  successive  obstacles,  in  obtaining  the  decision 
and  sentiments  of  Congress,  even  on  prants  which  re- 
quire despatch.  But  so  it  is,  and  I  must  foe  content  with 
leaving  nothing  undone,  that  may  depend  upon  me. 

The  Consular  ConveoUon  is  now,  as  it  has  long  been, 
under  the  consideration  of  Congrese,  and  I  have  reason 
to  hope,  they  will  soon  enable  me  to  send  you  full  in- 
structions on  that  subject. 

"  I  have  Icmg  thought,  and  become  daily  more  con- 
vinced, that  the  construction  of  our  Federal  government 
IS  fiindamentally  wrong.  To  vest  legislative,  judicial 
and  executive  power  in  one  and  the  same  body  of  men, 
and  that  too  in  a  body  daily  changing  its  members,  can 
never  be  wise.  In  my  opinion,  those  three  great  de- 
partments of  sovereignty  should  he  forever  separated, 
and  60  distributed,  as  to  serve  as  checks  on  each  other. 
But  these  are  subjects  that  have  Icmg  been  &mSiar  to 
you,  and  od  which  you  are  too  well  informed,  not  to 
anticipate  every  thing  that  I  might  say  oa  them. 

I  enclose  a  late  ordinance  of  Congress  for  Indian  af- 
liurs,  and  their  requisition  for  the  ensuing  year.  Those 
subjects  have  consumed  much  time;  they  are,  however, 
important  ones,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  to  them, 
could  not,  with  {Hupriety,  have  been  postponed. 

I  have  advised  Congress  to  renew  your  commission,  as 
to  certain  powers.  Our  Ueesury  is  ill  supplied ;  some 
States  pay  nolhii^,  and  others  very  little.  The  impost 
not  yet  established.  The  people,  generally,  uneasy  in  a 
certain  degree,  but  without  seeming  to  discern  the  true 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


73  THOlUa  JEFFERSON— JOHN  JAY. 

cause,  nz:  want  of  energy,  both  in  State  and  Federal 
Ooremments.  It  takes  time  to  make  sovereigns  of  sub- 
jects. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  8cc. 

JOHN  JAY. 


I-BOH   JOBK   JAY   TO  THOMAS   JE7rERS0IT. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitung  jou  herewith  en- 
closed, the  following  papers,  viz  : 

No.  1.  A  copy  of  the  Consular  ConveDtion  si^ied 
by  the  French  and  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

No.  3.  A  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress,  under  wMch 
the  American  Plenipotentiary  signed  the  same. 

No.  3.  A  copy  of  a  scheme  of  a  ConrenlioD  men- 
tioned  and  referred  to  in  said  act. 

No.  4.  A  copy  of  a  report  on  the  said  Coveation. 

No.  5.  A  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  cimtaining  inr 
stmctions  and  giving  authority  to  you,  on  the  subject  of 
the  said  Convention. 

These  papers  will  possess  you  fully  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness. I  am  persuaded  that  it  will  appear  to  you  as  it 
does  to  Congress,  to  be  a  delicate  one,  and  to  require  de- 
licate management. 

The  original  scheme  of  the  Convention  is  &r  from  be- 
ing unexceptionable,  but  a  former  CongFess  having  screed 
to  it,  it  would  be  improper  now  to  recede  ;  and  therefore 
Coi^jiess  are  content  to  ratify  a  Convention  made  con- 
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Ibrmable  to  that  scheme,  and  to  their  act  of  the  25th  day 
of  January,  1782,  pronded  a  clause  {imiting  its  duration 
be  ftdded.  It  w9l  be  proper  therefore,  to  press  on  the 
Court,  only  such  objections  to  the  Convention,  as  arise 
froa  its  departuro  irom  the  scheme.  On  making  an  ac- 
cuiate  compaiiaon,  such  d^urture  wil)  appear  msnijest 
to  fais  Majesty  ;  and  there  is  reason  to  expect  from  his 
candor,  tbat  he  will  readily  consent  to  remove  the  ohjec- 
tions  ocoa^ooed  by  it. 

As  it  cettainly  is  wise  to  try  the  merits  of  inadtuticas 
entir^y  bow,  by  actual  experience,  before  oa&OQS  adopt 
dwm  Jbiever,  the  propriety  of  rmdering  this  ConventioB 
probatioQuy  in  the  first  mstance,  is  nnquesdonable.  Con- 
gress cannot,  dierefore,  presume  that  bis  moat  Christian 
Majesty  will  cAi^t  to  a  clause,  fcH-  limking  its  duration. 
Tlie  design  of  this  Convandon  being  Jor  mutual  uid  re* 
c»proo«I  faeosfit  and  caavaineoce,  it  would  be  domg  in- 
justice to  his  Majesty,  to  suppose  tbat  he  would  wish  to 
provide  fi>r  its  existing  looger,  tfaan  it  should  prove  nseM 
and  satdefootory. 

If,  after  the  experience  of  a  few  y«ara,  it  dwuld  be 
found  to  amwer  die  purpoees  intended  by  it,  both  parties 
w^  have  sufficient  indoceraents  to  mnevt  it,  either  in  its 
present  form,  or  with  such  alterations  and  amendments,  as 
time,  experience,  and  other  circumstances,  may  indicste. 
With^reat  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  JAT. 
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FBOH   THOMAS   JEITEBSOIf  TO  WILLIAM   CUUtlCHABL. 

FHb,  June  30^  17S6. 
Dear  Sir, 

Hy  last  to  you,  was  of  the  5th  May,  by  Baron  Wat- 
terstOTff.  Since  that  I  have  been  honored  with  youia  of 
April  the  13tb,  and  May  the  16th,  and  18th.  The  pre- 
sent covers  letters  to  Mr.  Lamb  and  Mr.  Randall,  infonn- 
ing  them  that  the  demands  of  Alters,  for  the  ranstm)  of 
our  prisoners,  and  also  for  peace,  are  so  mfinitely  beyond 
our  instructions,  that  we  must  refer  the  matter  back  to 
Congress,  and,  therefore,  praying  them  to  come  on  im- 
mediately. I  will  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  forward  these 
letters.  The  whole  of  this  business,  therefore,  is  sus- 
pended till  we  receive  fiirther  orders,  except  as  to  Mr. 
Barclay's  mission.  Your  bills  have  been  received  and 
honored.  The  first,  naming  expressly  a  letter  of  advice, 
and  none  coming,  it  was  refiised  till  the  receipt  of  youi 
letter  to  me,  in  whicfa  you  mentioned,  that  you  had  drawa 
two  bills.  I  immediately  informed  Mr.  Grand,  who 
thereupon  honored  the  bill. 

I  have  received  no  pubUc  letters  of  late  date.  Through 
other  channels,  I  have  collected  some  articles  of  infbnna- 
tion,  which  may  be  acceptable  to  you. 

•  ***•** 

In  a  letter  of  March  the  20tb,  from  Dr.  Franklin  to 
me,  is  this  passage :  "  As  to  pubUc  afiairs,  the  Con- 
gress lias  not  been  able  to  assemble  more  than  seven 
or  aght  States,  during  the  whole  winter,  so  the  treaty 
with  Prusna  remains  stilt  unratified,  though  there  is  do 
doubt  of  its  being  done  soon,  as  a  Hill  Congress  is  ex- 
pected next  month.     The   disposition   to  fiimish  Con- 
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giess  with  ample  powers  augments  daily,  as  people  be- 
come mue  enlightened.  And  I  do  not  remember  ever 
to  hare  seen,  during  my  long  life,  more  ngns  of  pub* 
lie  felicity  than  appear  at  present,  throughout  these  States. 
The  cultivators  of  the  earth,  who  make  the  bulk  of  our 
nation,  have  made  good  crops,  which  are  paid  for  at 
high  prices,  with  ready  money ;  the  artisans  too,  receive 
high  wages ;  and  the  value  of  all  real  estate  is  augment- 
ed greatly.  Merchants  and  shopkeepers,  mdeed,  com- 
plain that  there  is  not  business  enough.  But  this  is 
evidently  not  owing  to  the  fewness  of  buyers,  but  to  the 
too  great  numbers  of  sellers;  for  the  consumption  of 
goods  was  never  greater,  as  appears  by  the  dress,  Aimi- 
tore,  and  manner  of  living,  of  all  ranks  of  the  people." 
Ks  health  is  good,  except  as  to  the  stone,  which  does 
not  grow  worse.  I  thank  you  lor  your  attendon  to  my 
loquest  about  the  books,  which  Mr.  Barclay  writes  me, 
he  has  forwarded  from  Cadiz. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   THOMAS   JSTrEBSOH    TO  JOHN   JAT. 

FHii,  April  8, 1786. 
Sir, 
My  letters  to  you  by  the  last  French  packet,  were 
dated  May  12th,  32nd,  33rd,  37th,  37th,  and  I  sent,  by 
the  way  of  London,  one  dated  May  31st.  Since  this  I 
have  been  honored  with  yours  of  May  5th,  the  letter 
therein  enclosed  for  Mr.  Dumas,  has  been  duly  forward- 
ed ;  and  the  report  on  the  subject,  of  the  Consular  Con- 
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vedtkn,  I  delivered  to  t^  Count  de  Vei^enaea,  tbe  first 
levee  day,  after  tbe  retum  of  the  Kiog,  who  was  gone  to 
Cherbourg,  at  tbe  time  of  my  receiving  it.  Mi.  Randall 
bebg  90  &r  OB  bis  letun,  and  meaning  to  go  by  tbe  #&y 
of  London,  where  bis  stay  will  be  short,  he  will  be  the 
bearer  of  this  letter,  with  which  I  have  an  oppurbinily  of 
enclosiag  tbe  last  letters,  I  bare  received  from  BIr;  Bu- 
clsy  and  Mr.  Lamb.  Mr.  Barclay  leA  Cadis  sooa  after 
the  date  of  his  letlei.  I  vRote  to  Mr.  Lamb  ob  the 
30th  June,  ^tb  the  cone«uttence  of  Mr.  Adaoas,  to  re- 
pair lo  Congress  ffith  all  possible  despatch ;  recraijmend- 
iDg,  but  not  enjcHning,  bis  dHnmg  by  the  way  of  Mar- 
sdjlee  sod  Paris,  supposbg  it  possible,  Unt  iba  iofonna- 
tion  be  mi^t  eomsouiiicete,  might  be  uselully  applied  1^ 
Mr.  Adams  aod  myselfi  ia  tbe  execution  of  the  com- 
mands  of  Congress.  I  afterwuds  wrote  him  anotbo: 
letter,  deEuring  ex^-essly,  that,  if  this  route  was  likely  to 
retard  much  bis  attendance  on  Coogresa,  he  would  lake 
such  other  a3  dibuld  be  shortest. 

At  tbe  demre  of  Monsieur  Houdon,  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  to  you  his  proportions,  for  making  the  eques- 
trian statue  of  General  Washington. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  last  year,  I  received  letters 
from  an  American  master  of  a  ship,  of  tbe  name  of 
Asquith,  informing  me  that  he  had  had  a  most  disastrous 
passage  across  the  Atlantic,  that  they  had  put  intt)  Brest, 
when  in  such  digress,  that  they  were  obliged  to  Drake 
the  Gist  pent  poeaUe,  tbftt  ibef  bad  beett  immedlatsljir 
seised  by  tjie  officers  of  t^  Fumers  Gweral,  tbeir  vefr- 
sel  and  her  lading  seised,  and  thttt  thiemselves  wene  thei 
in  jail,  sufiering  frwn  every  want.  -L^tteei  by  mwy 
poet  gave  me  to  believe  their  dlstaess  was  very  realj  tH 
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tlmr  ca^  was  soon  exkausted,  and  the  wwKet  setting  in 
reiy  sever^y,  I  desired  a  merchant  of  Brest  to  fiinneh 
tbem  a  line  a  day  a  piece.  It  was  sometime  befbie  I 
could  be  ascevtaioed  of  the  nature  of  the  pioceeffa^ 
against  tbem  ;  it  proved  at  length  to  be  a  prosecution,  as 
for  endeavonng  to  introduce  tobacco  in  contraband.  I 
woa  induced  to  order  this  allowanee,  from  evideaee  that 
the  men,  six  in  number,  must  inevitably  perish,  if  left  to 
the  piuaoce  aUowed  by  the  Farmers  General  to  their 
prisoners,  and&om  a  hope  that  the  matter  would  soon  be 
decidad.  J  was  led  on  by  this  dehisive  hope  from  week 
to  week,  and  month  to  mcnth,  and  it  proved  to  be  ten 
months  before  they  were  discharged.  I  applied  early  to 
Count  de  Vergennes,  and  was  infonned  by  him,  that  the 
matter  bemg  in  a  regular  course  of  law,  there  could  be 
no  interference,  and  tiiat,  if  the  senterKse  afaould  b6 
against  them,  I  might  expect  a  remission  of  so  much  of 
it,  as  should  depend  on  the  King.  They  were  con- 
dmaned  to  forfeit  their  vessel  and  cargo,  to  a  fine,  and 
lo  the  galUea ;  the  fine  and  condemnation  to  the  galHes 
were  rem^ted  immediately  by  the  King ;  but  the  fbr- 
finture  of  the  vessd  andcai^  being  for  the  ben^  of 
the  Famters,  he  could  not  remit  that  They  were  also 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  proseoutkiD,  and  to  remain 
■0  jail  till  tbsy  did  it;  so  that  upon  ibe  whole,  I  was 
(Aliged  to  adrance  for  (bem  SSSOfiv.  2*.,  being  srane- 
what  upwards  of  one  hundred  guineas ;  for  which,  1 
in&nned  Asquitb  from  tbe  beginning,  be  must  considM- 
himadf  as  aaswerable  to  the  United  States.  I  accord* 
mgly  enclose  the  account,  shewing  the  purposes  for 
whinh  the  money  vas  paid,  and  his  own  oti^nal  ac- 
kaoWlodgmeM,  dlat  it  was  lot  hit  use.    I  own,  I  am  ud- 
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certain  whether  I  have  done  right  in  this,  but  I  am 
persuaded  some  of  them  irould  have  perished  irithout 
this  advance  ;  I,  therefore,  thought  it  one  of  those  cases 
where  citizens,  being  under  unexpected  calamity,  hare  a 
right  to  call  for  the  patronage  of  the  public  serrants. 
All  the  disinterested  testimony  I  have  ever  been  able  to 
get,  has  been  in  &vor  of  the  innocence  of  these  men. 
Count  de  Vergennes,  however,  believed  them  guilty ; 
and  I  was  assured,  the  depositions  regularly  taken,  were 
much  against  them.  1  enclose,  herewith,  the  state  of 
their  case,  as  it  appeared  to  me  m  the  beginning,  and  as 
I  conununicated  it  by  letter  to  the  Minister. 

Having  been  lately  desired  by  the  Swedish  Ambassa- 
dor, to  state  to  him,  what  I  thought  the  beat  measure  for 
rendering  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew  usefiil  to  the 
commerce  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States,  I  did  it 
in  a  letter,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy ;  my  view  in  doing 
it  is,  that,  if  any  fiirther  or  better  measure  should  occur 
to  Congress,  on  its  being  communicated  to  me,  I  can  still 
suggest  it  to  the  Ambassador,  probably  before  any  final 
decision.  It  bemg  material  that  the  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  wbale  oil,  which  would  expvte  with  the  close  of 
this  year,  should  be  revived  in  time  for  the  whale  men  to 
take  measures  in  consequence  -,  we  have  applied  for  a 
continuance  of  the  reduction,  and  even  for  an  abolition  of 
all  duties.  The  committee,  the  creation  of  which  I  in- 
formed you  m  my  letter  of  May  87th,  and  of  which  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  b  a  memher,  were  in  favor  of  the 
aboliticm;  but  there  is  littie  prospect,  perhaps  none  at  all, 
of  obtaining  a  confirmation  of  their  sentence.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  continuance  of  the  abatement  of  the  duties, 
on  the  footing  stated  in  that  letter,  the  term  of  three 
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years  will  probably  be  adopted.  The  Gazettes  of  Ley- 
den  and  of  France,  Ironi  the  Ibnner  to  the  present  date, 
accompany  thb. 

I  hare  the  honor  10  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


VBOM    THOMAS    BARCLAt    TO    MESSRS.    ADAMS    AND    JEF- 
fBRSON. 

Ckdiz,  Hay  33,  1786. 

Gentlemen, 

Snce  my  amval  bere,  the  ninth,  nothing  has  occurred 
Vfatib  your  attention,  I  am  waiting  for  a  vessel  that  b 
bound  to  Mogadore,  and  expect  to  sail  in  a  few  days. 
You  have  probably  as  late  accounts  from  Mr.  Lamb  as  I 
can  give  you,  yet  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  you 
of  his  arrival  at  Alicant,  the  24th  of  last  month,  where 
doubtless  his  quarantine  has  delayed  his  proceeding  to 
Madrid.  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  fnsn  the 
Count  d'Espilly  to  Mr.  Carmicbael,  dated  at  Algiers  the 
90th  past.  Whether  it  will  convey  any  thing  new  or 
not,  I  cannot  say,  noi  whether  Mr.  Carmichael  may  not 
ah%ady  have  transmitted  to  you  its  contents. 

I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  soon  hearing  fiom  you, 
and  of  bemg  mlbrmed  whether  you  have  any  commands 
for  me  Auther  than  Morocco.  I  have  long  been  anxious 
to  see  the  trade  of  our  country  to  these  parts,  put  cm  a 
safe  and  respectable  footing,  as  1  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  importance  of  the  object,  and  if  I  can,  while  I 
am  in  the  neighborhood  of  Afiica,  in  the  smallest  degree 
contribute  towards  the  doing  it,  no  care  or  attention  on 
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njr  part  ritall  be  wanting.  IT  mj  gomg  to  Constastino' 
pie  mH  bethoi^ht  by  you  useful,  you  have  only  to  com- 
mand me,  and  I  ofier  you  my  services  there,  or  any 
where  else,  without  lunitattons.  As  soon  as  I  have  exe- 
cuted the  bu^ess  in  which  I  am  engaged,  I  intend  to  re- 
turn to  America  for  a  few  months,  having  already  pro- 
cured permission  from  Congress  to  go  there  to  settie  some 
of  my  afi^rs,  that  require  my  presence.  I  send  you 
herewidi  enclosed  as  exb^ct  at  a  letter,  written  from 
Morocco  to  the  Consul  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  at 
this  place,  from  whom  I  received  it,  but  it  b  the  only  in- 
telligence here  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  having  made 
such  a  declaration,  and  piobaMy  is  no  more  than  a  sud- 
den gust  of  passion,  which  has  blown  over  witii  the  cir- 
cvanstaiKse  that  occaaooed  it.  It  is  however  certm,  that 
the  British  are  not  at  present  a  favored  petite  ki  Mo- 
rocco, and  diet  a  letter  from  ias  Catholic  Majesty  is  ifte- 
ly  to  have  greater  weight  in  diat  country,  than  ooe  from 
aoy  other  potentate  on  euth.  I  have  had  some  oonm- 
saticm  with  the  Marquis  de  VisUi,  who  is  well  known  to 
the  Empoor  of  Morocco,  and  who  says  he  has  freqneM- 
ly  aSkei  vntii  him,  on  the  sutgect  of  America.  His 
opmion  is  that  the  Emperor  will  demand  a  tribute  of 
18,000  doUus  per  {mniun.  This  gendeman,  to  -wbom  I 
was  made  known  by  Oen.  O'Roly,  tbe  late  Governor  of 
Andehisia  voA  Cadiz,  has  given  me  a  good  deal  of 
usefril  inferinalitw  aod  tdvicej  but  to  what  purposes  I 
AaW  be  able  to  apply  «ther  remuns  to  be  tried.  Indeed 
I  much  fear  the  Empenv's  ideas  will  exceed  those  of  my 
constituents,  bmnediately  on  my  arrivtd  her«  I  wrote  to 
lum,  that  I  vrould  embark  for  Mc^adore,  as  soon  as  posa- 
ble,  which  1  did  to  cut  shoit  any  ddays,  that  mig^  occur 
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there,  by  waitkg  his  penni)isi<»  to.  go  to  Morpeco,  where 
be  is  fit  present,  tuad  I  expect  by  the  time.I  get  to  Moga- 
dore,  orders  will  be  lodged  for  my  gettuig  forward.  I 
beg  you  will  believe  me,  geotlennen,  &c. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


rBOM   JOHN    LAHB    TO   THOHAI    JKFrEBSOtr. 

Ibdrid,   Mij  90,  irSS. 

AAermy  littile  disappointiaenta,.!  arnved  at  Algiers 
the  25tb  March,  and  vitfain  the  term  of  tlvee.or  four 
days,  I: found' tiiat  tfae  wboleamouit  of:tbe money  iumy 
bands,  belonging  to  the  public,  would  not  purobase  sbe 
un&rtunate  captives;  in  ooosequeDce  of  which, ildw- 
patched  Mr.  .Randall,  so  that  your  Excellencies  might 
have  the  earliest  oolice  of  oun  matters  in  that  quarter. 
.Id  a  sliOTt  letter^to  your  Excellenoies,  I  stated  our  af- 
,ftirs.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Randall  saUed  the  SSth  or  30ch 
March,  widi  my  denre  to  hiBLto  proceed  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  that  was  in  my 
power;  hut  whenl  cama  here,.I found  Mr.. BaadaU.  was  in 
Aianjuez.  I  receired  a  line  irosi  him  at  nine  the  next 
eT«bi^,  iaQOiueqH»oe.of.wliidi  I  wrote  him,  and  de- 
nred  him  to  proceed;  be  answered  my  letter,i  the  three 
letters  I  hweio  eAclose,  bo  that  ,yourr£xcellencias  will 
naturally  excuse  nae  foMbe  detention. 

On  the  3cd  day  of  Afril,  I  waa  admitted  to  an.audienoe 
mth  die  Day,  but  Ite  woidd  not  speak  of,  peaoe,  set  the 
jdaves  at  most  esorbitaiit ,  prices,'  lar  beyond  my  limits. 
Tbe7th  Ihad  asecMtd'iaterview,  but  still  he  was  of  idie 
same  mind.  Abouttlte  Htb^Ihad  the  third  end  last Ib- 
VoL.  ni.— 11 
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terview,  he  fell  something  of  his  first  price,  and  I  here 
enclose  the  last  price,  which  is  enormous,  as  your  Excel- 
lencies will  see.  My  next  views  were  to  have  an  ac- 
quaintance with  their  principal  Minister,  which  I  sood 
brought  to  pass,  by  some  presents  to  this  Minister's  confi- 
dant, and  he  was  our  interpreter.  He  told  me  that  it  was 
his  greatest  desire,  that  our  peace  might  be  made  with 
their  Regency,  and  that,  for  his  part,  he  would  use  his 
utmost  endeavors  for  the  purpose;  but  until  thea&irs  of 
Spain  were  settled,  little  could  be  done  on  out  matter  ; 
and  further  told  rae,  not  to  mind  the  little  put  o&  by  the 
Dey,  nor  the  enormous  price  asked  for  ourslaves;  that  the 
price  that  was  set  on  our  people  was  only  to  put  a  more  mo- 
dest face  on  th^  price  which  they  intend  to  make  the  Span- 
iards pay  for  their  people,  and  advised  me  to  go  to  Spain 
and  wut  until  tbey  had  done  with  Spain,  and  that  I  might 
rest  assured  that  he  would,  at  all  opportunities,  write  to  me. 
.  I  begged  him  to  write  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  he  did;  I  be^ed 
him  to  give  me  a  free  pass  to  come  to  Algiers  and  go 
when  I  pleased,  he  likewise  did,  but  told  me  that  if  the 
letter  was  exposed  that  he  had  written  Mr.  Carmichael,  he 
should  lose  his  life,  and  when  I  returned  that  I  might  ex- 
pect the  same.  I  had  several  interviews  with  thb  Min- 
ister, and  the  above  is  the  purport  and  substance,  except- 
ing that  they  had  an  entire  right  to  make  peace  or  war, 
without  the  vmce  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  and  that  they 
were  under  no  control  by  the  Ottoman  Porte.  He  told 
me,  that  it  would  not  be  long,  after  my  arrival  in  Spain, 
before  he  should  let  me  know  what  steps  it  would  be  best 
to  lake,  and  when  for  me  to  return  if  I  was  ordered  back, 
and  as  I  found  it  was  of  no  consequence  to  tarry  longer 
than  until  I  had"  further  orders,  I  took  his  advice  aod  retum- 
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ed.  There  is  no  doubt  but  I  shall  hear  Ironi  him  «oon. 
After  waiting  in  Spain  a  loog  time  for  the  infiusnce  of 
that  Court,  1  was  obliged  to  leave  Madrid  without 
success,  for  I  got  no  letter,  although  Mr.  Cannichael 
took  the  utmost  pains.  About  four  or  five  days  be- 
fore I  left  A^ierSj  I  received  two  letters  from  Mr.  Car- 
micbael,  enclosed  in  one  of  those  was  an  open  letter  from 
the  Court  of  Spain,  m  favor  of  our  mission  to  thM  Re- 
gency, and  directed  to  Count  d'Espilly.  But  previous 
to  the  reception  of  the  letter,  he  told  me  if  such  a  let- 
ter came  to  bim  be  could  not  make  any  use  of  it,  neither 
did  be.  The  reason  he  best  knows,  but  this  is  sure,  that 
he  cares  very  httle  about  our  peace  in  that  quarter.  The 
letter  I  carried  from  Fiance  was  of  no  consequence.  If 
youi  Excellency  could  procure  a  letter  from  the  Court  of 
France,  and  directed  to  the  Dey,  with  their  desires  to 
bim  for  a  peace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  it 
would  give  great  weight ;  but  such  a  letter,  I  dare  say, 
would  be  hard  to  be  procured.  The  treatment  I  received 
from  the  French  Consul  was  polite;  indeed  he  paid  me 
great  attention.  Mr.  Logie,  likewise,  received  me  as  an 
old  friend,  and  declared  to  me,  that  he  had  no  orders  to 
counteract  my  mission,  from  his  Court,  which  I  am  sure 
of.  1  left  the  packet  in  the  hands  of  Count  d'Espilly, 
who  hatb  employed  her  for  Spain,  until  I  call  for  her, 
and  have  the  Count's  receipt  for  the  vessel.  I  thought 
proper  to  leave  my  own  stores  which  I  carried  over,  in 
A^ers,  and  left  them  with  Mr.  Wolf,  who  is  a  very  hon- 
est good  gentleman,  and  I  beheve  a  friend  to  our  cause 
in  that  quarter ;  and  by  the  detirt  of  Count  d'EipiUy, 
have  left  the  care  of  our  unfortunate  people  likewise  in 
his  hands,  together  with  four  hundred  dollars  to  pay  their 
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pflsl  expenses,  and  buy  them  such  things  as  will  make 
tbem  comfortaUe,  n*ich  money  I  am^nre  will  be  fhiga)'- 
iy  expended.  I  shall  wait  your  Excellency's  further  or- 
ders at  Alicant,  hoping  that  my  conduct  may  be  approred 
of,  and  am  with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  liAMB; 

ff.  B.  The  pltkgue  is  within  the  limits  of  the  re- 
gency of'  Algiers,  in  consequence  of  which,  it  vrill 
make  very  long  quarantines  in  Spaia.  The  vessel  that  I 
have  bought  for' the  conveniency  of  oar  tiusin6ss,  I' be- 
lieve wiH  be  ordered  to  Mrfioii;  to'  perform  quarantine. 
To  purchase  this  vessel  was  Unavoidable,  as  I  could  not 
gel  to  Algiers  well  without. 

I  here  give  yT>ur'  Excellency  an  account  of  rfie  prices 
of' our  unfortunate  people,  and  it  ia  as  follows,  vi£: 
3  Captains,    at' |I6,000  each  per  head     -      $18,000' 
Q'Mates,        "     4,000  do,  -         8,000' 

aPassfengers"      4,000  do  -  8,000 

14  Siulora         "      1,400  do  -         19,600 


31  amounts  to  the  edOrmous  sum  of  -        53,600 

II  per  cent,  to  be  added,  according  to  custom      5,896 


lb  Spanish  n^ed  dinars  $59,496 

Stf  that  your'  Excdlencies  see  how  far  beyond  your 
expecIatioDs  the  sum  amounts,  which  rbuders  me  incapa- 
ble of  acting,  until  further  ordert.  The  price  the  Span- 
iards are  giviilg  for  their  people  is  — ■ —  short  of  wliat  is 
chttrged  us,  and  they  haVe  eleven  hundred  men;  and 
soin«  upwards^  in  Algiers;  it  will  co^  ^ain  more  dian 
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a  inilUcm  and  ttn  half  of  dollars  for  thor  elares  only ;  the 
peace  c^  Spain  aiicl  their  daves  trill  amount  to  more  than 
three  nrilHons  of  dollars.  I  hare  only  to  add,  that  th«t 
cruisers  ffS!,  hi  all  probabilityj  be  at  sea  by  the  6th  of 
June  at  brthest.  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  if  we  followour 
pretension  for  peace  this  summer,  that  they  will  hear 
proposals,  but  not  at  the  price  we  expected;  nor  by  the 
open  way  we  first  went  to  work.  If  France  will  give 
nothing  but  sealed  letters,  we  had  better  have  none. 
To  fight  these  people,  the  first  year  will  cost  us  more 
than  half  a  million  pounds  sterling.  I  have,  by  experi- 
ence of  a  long  date,  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  cost  of 
armed  vesseb,  and  at  the  distance  we  are  fivm  Uiese 
people,  and  foreign  ports  to  make  use  of,  it  will  be  a 
heavy  tax  upon  us,  and  Without  the  least  prospect  of 
g^.  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  in  speaking  my  mind 
so  freely,  it  is  out  of  zealous  desires  fat  the  good  of  the 
country  I  belong  to,  and  it  is  my  opinion,  that  for  a  less 
sum  than  the  firit  year  would  cost  us  to  fight,  we  can 
make  peace,  and  if  we  intend  it  at  all,  now  is  the  only 
time  to  pursue,  as  the  way  is  seemingly  open  for  a  trial. 
I  hope  no  more  of  our  people  will  be  ao  unhappy 
as  to  fall  into  those  people's  hands  this  Summer,  and 
in  that  case,  it  frill  in  a  manner  discourage  them  in 
their  expectations.  Spain  is  our  sure  finend  in  our  peace 
with  A^ers;  but  they  have  not  finished  then  peace  at 
present.  We  shaH  have  ^eir  assistance  at  the  conchision 
of  their  pettce. 

With  due  respect,  &c. 

J.  LAMB. 

I  have  no  ot^eetions  to  there  being  a  trial  made  at 
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Constantiaople,  but  it  will  be  of  no  consequeace  as  to 
peace  with  Algiers,  as  the  CouDt  mentifms  in  his  letter, 
his  views  are,  to  have  Mr.  Wolf  appointed  in  our  peace 
with  Algiers,  and  Mr.  Wolf  is  a  very  good  man  ;  but  it 
is  well  to  take  time,  before  large  power  is  given  to 
strangers.  The  Count  kept  me  as  inucb  id  the  dark  as 
he  could,  on  all  accounts.  My  advice  is,  if  we  should 
arm  against  these  people,  to  uaite  ourselves  with,  those 
naUons,  that  are  not  at  peace  with  Algiers,  and  that  will 
lessen  our  expense  much  oq  the  occasion. 


1st.    COHMflRCK. 

Articles  of  importation  from  Marseilles  aod  Leghorn, 
the  £hief  ports  with  which  Algiers  cEirries  on  its  com- 
merce, are  bar  iroD,  steel,  Greiman  linens,  and  Dutch 
linens  of  all  kinds,  English  and  French  cloth,  long  ells, 
spices,  copperas,  coffee,  sugar,  gold  and  silver  brocades, 
wrought  silk,  deals,  hardware,  a  small  quandty  of  fish, 
with  difierent  other  articles  from  that  quarter,  and  all 
those  articles  pay  5  per  cent  duty  at  Algiers.  Every 
kind  of  warlike  stores  are  free  of  duty,  and  naval  stores 
likewise,  and  are  generally  received  as  presents,  from 
those  northern  nations,  who  are  at  peace  with  them,  the 
trade  carried  on  from  Algiers,  is  to  Smyrna,  Alexandria, 
and  difierent  ports,  of  the  Levant,  is  chiefly  by  the 
Moorish  and  Jewish  merchants,  and  by  their  own  people, 
and  it  consbts  in  raw  silks,  iinens,  muslins,  cotton,  bur- 
detts,  and  gums,  and  are  transported  to  Europe,  in  bot- 
toms without  distinction,  not  having  any  trading  vessels, 
of  their  own,  there  is  not  one  merchant  ship  beloi^iog  to 
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the  Regency  of  Algiers.  Exports  are  wheat,  barley, 
beans,  Indian  corn,  wool,  hides,  bees-wax  in  considerable 
quantities  ;  the  chief  and  only  manufacture  is  silk  sashes, 
plain  and  embroidered,  with  a  species  of  red  and  white 
blanketing,  which  they  ship  to  the  Levant. 
2nd.  ports. 
Bona,  Bagia,  Alters  and  Arzew,  and  are  very  exactly 
described  in  the  French  charts.  Algiers  is  well  fortified 
with  upwards  of  one  thousand  brass  cannon  from  36  to 
34  pound  shot,  and  many  of  their  works  bomb  proof. 

3ltD.    NATAL  rORCK. 

Their  pr^ent  naval  force  consists  of  nine  Xebecks  and 
leu  row  gallies  from  36  to  8  guns,  the  largest  is  manned 
with  about  400  men  and  so  m  proportion.  They  mostly 
depend  od  tbeir  success  by  boarding  of  vessels,  a  more 
particular  account  is  sent. 

4th.  prisoners. 

Prisoners,  or  rather  slaves  are  for  the  most  part  treated 
with  rigor,  hard  work  and  poor  nourishment.  They  are 
frequently  redeemed  either  by  their  friends  or  public  cha- 
rity, but  often  times  at  exorbitant  prices.  Their  treaties 
are  sometimes  broke  but  not  often.  I£red  troops  or  those 
who  receive  pay  are  about  twenty  thousand.  On  occa- 
sion they-can  bring  two  hundred  thousand  into  the  fidd, 
and  are  an  undisciplined  wild  rabble.  Indeed  the  best 
troops  they  have  are  about  ten  thousand  Turks,  and  are 
stauoned  in  difierent  parts  of  the  kingdom.  There  is  no 
making  a  proper  estimate  of  their  revenues,  but  however 
they  are  very  considerable,  their  public  revenues  are  esti- 
nfflted  at  more  than  ten  millions  pound  sterling  in  spe> 
cie,  8cc. 
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Sth.  i^NoviigE. 
Is  Turiush,  Arabic,  I^gua  Franca,  Italian.     Langua 
Franca  is  a  comipdon  of  Turkish,  Italian  and  Spanish 
much  spoken  at  Algi^^  at  tiiis  time. 

6th.  ii    7th.    QOrSRNMXHT,  SELIOION. 

Little  subordination  is  paid  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  they 
however  ackDowledge  the  Grand  Seignior  to  be  the  spi- 
ritual head  of  their  religion,  and  that  is  Hahoraetaoism, 
by  Uie  same  species  of  fanatacisni  the  Gbriatian  religion, 
they  hoU  in  the  utmost  oontempt. 

CAPTUBEE. 

Two  riiips  finm  the  United  Staites  of  America,  with 
21  persons  on  board,  officers  included.  Of  the  dlfierent 
nations,  glares  about  fifteen  hundred.  They  ore  at  war 
with  all  nations,  except  France,  England,  Dennaik,  Hol- 
land, Spain,  Sweden,  Venice,  and  the  Emperor  of  Hep- 
many. 


Translation. 
Mr.  Houdon  aaks  for  the  exeoutbg  an  equestrian 
statue  in  bronze  of  General  Washington,  having  the  pri- 
nlege  of  the  work  shops  in  the  city  containing  the  fur- 
aaces  props  for  this  castiiig,  and  the  dwelling  houae 
thereto  aanezed,  the  sum  of  ^OOjOOO/w.  and  ten  yean 
dating  from  this  time  to  peifonn  the  work.  Soppomi; 
tbat  the  agreement  will  be  agned  by  the  two  parties  in 
the  course  of  tins  year.  This  price  being  agreed  to,  the 
payments  shall  he  divided  as  may  best  suit  Congresa,  re- 
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proasDtiDg  howerer,  that  dunng  the  fifsl  yean  a  variety 
of  diabuiseniMits  must  occur. 

He  coDceivea  that  be  ought  to  prevail  on  the  Senats 
t&  allow  diis  work  to  be  Cast  in  two  parts,  that  is  (o  sty, 
the  General  and  the  boise  separately,  this  will  by  no 
means  injure  the  unity  of  the  work,  but  will  rathw  onre- 
flectioa  be  adrantageous  to  every  part,  the  casting,  exe- 
cotioD,  K^dity  uid  convenience  for  transporution.  He 
iiunsta  on  this  point  from  the  experience,  which  be  aaii 
his  workmen  have  endeavored  to  acquire  to  render  them- 
selves capable.  He  does  not  know  at  present  of  a  fbundei 
existing,  on  whom  he  can  rely,  so  well  as  on  those  whom, 
he  lias  himself  prepared  at  a  great  exp^ise  during  fiAeen 
years,  that  he  has  been  in  possession  of  the  fimtaces,  ia 
wbicli  the  equestrian  statue  of  Louis  XV,  lUng  of 
Fnnoe,  was  cast.  The  persons  who  were  employed  io 
that  business  are  now  dead. 


Translation. 
Dtteriptioa  of  the  eoit  of  ttveral  Bronxt  SlaUui  and 
t/U  naaui  of  the  arliits  uko  executed  them. 
Mr.  Talconet  was  invited  to  Rusua  to  make  the 
Equestrian  Statue  of  Peter  the  Great  at  Peteisbufg,  in 
broDse,  on  the  following  oooditions :    to  have  the  ex- 
penses of  boaniiag  and  lodging  defrayed  until  bis  work 
should  be  entirely  finished,  that  if,  by  means  of  sickness 
or  any  other  accident,  tbe  time  and  wodc  should  be  pro- 
knf  ed  beyond  eight  yean,  Ifr.  Talconet  foUy  relies  <m 
the  equity  of  her  Imperiid  Majesty,  to  make  allowance* 
for  his  expeiwes  and  kid^i^  for  said  time,  as  he  cawiot 
Vol.  m.— 12 
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guud  against  unforeseen  accidents.  He  moreover  re- 
ceived ii5,Q00Hv.  per  annum,  from  the  Empress,  his 
joumey  from  Paris  to  Petetsbuif ,  and  his  return  to  this 
city,  pftid.  '  That  he  would  only  receive  orders,  either 
from  her  Imperial  Majesty  directly,  or  through  her  Mio- 
ister.  Prince  Gallitzin,  Minister  of  Russia,  bad  ofieted 
him,  on  the  part  of  his  Court,  400,000Kii.  he  would  oaiy 
accept,  however,  ieOO,OOOiti;.  Mr.  Pajou  asked  600,000 
Uv.  Mr.  Goustou,450,000/ic.  Mr.  VassSe,  «)0,OOOKv. 
the  founder  was  to  receive  140,000^tc.  immediately  after 
the  castings  which,  if  it  did  not  succeed,  he  Was  to  have 
10,000/tv.  per  atmkim  to  begin  it  again.  The  expenses 
of  the  workshops  to  be  at  the  cost  of  the  Court.  The 
Equestrian  Statue  in  Bronze,  of  Frederick  V,  at  Copen- 
hagen, was  made  by  Mr.  Sally,  he  received  for  the  model 
and  the  pains  he  bestowed  on  this  piece,  600,000{mi. 
It  is  true,  that  this  Bronze  Statue,  cast  by  Goor,  con- 
tained upwards  of  3,000  pieces,  large  and  small,  a  pen- 
non of  5,000Uv.  during  life,  was  given  to  Mr.  Sally, 
and  which  he  drew  two  years  after  his  arrival-  at  Co- 
penhagen. He,  moreover,  had  a  pension  of  9,000ftt'. 
4,600^10.  of  which  were  paid  till  he  finished  his  work, 
and  i,500lw.  paid  by  the  King  until  bis  death,-  and  a 
ftirther  gratification  of  36,000/tt>.  The  founder  was  paid 
for  the  expenses  of  his  two  joumies,  40,0OO2iii.,  12,000 
lit.  per  annum,  and  3,000^tv.  income  after  the  casting ; 
he  remained  about  four  years  at  Copenhagen, '  and  re- 
turned home  with  about  QOO,OOOito.  He  asked,  for 
g(Mng  to  Petersburg,  to  cast  the  Statue  of  Peter  the' 
Great,  480,000/tff.  In  short,  for  woticmen's  wages,  and 
everything  depending  thereon,  for  the  space  of  eighth 
teen  or  nineteen  years,  which   were  employed  -  in  this 
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motky'tt.  cost  the  lodia  CompaAy  3,300,000^.  to  which 
it  is  said,  tiie  King' added  600,000/tti.  which  mabes  in  sll 
nesT  3,000,000Ihi.  Mr.  fiouchardon,  who  began  the 
Elquestrian  Statue,  in  Bronze,  of  Louis  XIII,  King  o( 
France,  which  is  at  Paris,  enjoyed  during  fifteen  years, 
that  is  to  say,  until  his  death,  which  surprized  him  in  the 
middle  of.  bia  work,  a  pension  of  15,000^iti.  -  per  annum. 


rROK  JOHN   HKHEOAN    TO   THOMAS   JEFFEBSOR. 

Excellent  Sir, 

As  I  have  seen  the  distress  of  your  unfortunate  coun- 
trymen, I  implore  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to 
extricate  them  &om  this  unhappy  aSiir.  They  are  now 
in  real  want,  having  only  three  poor  sols  per  day  each 
man  to  live  on,  which  will  scarce  keep  life,  in  the  cold 
prison  they  are  confined  in.  The  people  in  Whom  they 
confided,  having  got  all  the  money  they  had,  three 
poor  guineas  excepted,  and  which  they  expect  the  law- 
yers at  Bre.^  will  demand,  as  they  sent  for  ten  guineas 
to  carry  on  the  suit ;  but  the  poor  men  have  not  such 
a  sum.  And  if  they  do  not  send  money,  they  will  be 
deserted,  and  they  will  lose  their  liberty  and  property, 
and  their  unfortunate  families  will  be  ruined  and  su^ 
for  a  ciime  they  are  innocent  of,  without  your  protec- 
tion and  assistance. 

The  officers,  and  every  one  who  saw  the  condition  they 
were  in  when  they  came  in  here,  own  they  must  either 
perish  at  sea  for  want  of  provisions  and  repairs,  or  come 
into  this  pUfie  ;  all  their  provisions  being  so  near  out,  as 
not  to  have  lasted  two  days  at  most,  and  the  officers  hare 
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not  the  least  cncuotBtaiitial  proof  agsinst  them,  only  pdn 


The  officeis  hare  ctnifined  them  the  same  as  crimiaals, 
end  give  only  the  allowance  destined  &r  criibinftlB.  The 
.people  who  came  to  get  nhst  they  could  from  them,  now 
they  ace  in  disUess,  have  entirely  abandoned  them.  I 
then  entieat  your  ^tcellency  to  use  your  endeaVors  to 
relieve  and  favor  those  objects  ot  compassion,  who,  in  a 
stnuige  land,  are  not  able  to  redress  their  grievances. 
Exert  then  your  influence  in  favor  of  your  distressed,  I 
dare  say  ipnocent,  cowttiymen;  tbeir  troubles  are  so  great, 
that  I  fear  they  will  not  be  able  to  bea;  them.  Should 
C<NiunodorQ  John  Paul  Jones  be  at  Versailles,  I  entreat 
you  to  present  him  my  respects.  You  will  pardon  the 
liberty  I  talra. 

I  am,  &CC.  ' 

JOHN  MEHEGAN. 


Ptmt,  November  14,  I78S. 
Sir, 
I  take  Ae  liberty  of  troubling  your  Excellency  on  be- 
half of  six  citieeos  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been 
(or  sometime  coined  in  the  prisons  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon, 
and  of  Mfening  for  particulars  to  the  enclosed  stale  of 
-^eir  case.  Some  of  the  material  bets  therein  mention- 
ed, are  founded  on  the  biU  of  sale  for  the  vessel,  her  clear- 
wice  from  Baltimore,  and  her  log  Idoc^.  The  originals 
of  the  two  last,  and  a  copy  of  the  first  are  in  my  hands. 
i  have  dso  letters  from  a  merchant  in  Uverpool  to 
Asqnith,  which  render  it  very  probable  that  his  vessel 
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was  bouod  to  Liverpool.  The  other  ciTCumslances  de- 
P«h1  ou  their  affinsuion,  but  I  must  sty  that  in  these 
facts  they  have  been  unifbrro  and  steady.  I  have  thui 
hmg  aviudsd  troubling  your  Excellency  with  this  case,  ia 
hopes  it  would  receive  its  decision  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  law,  and  I  relied  that  that  would  indenmify  tha  suf- 
ferers, if  they  had  been  used  unjustly.  But  though  thsy 
have  been  io  close  confinflinent  now  near  three  months, 
it  has  yet  no  ttppearanoe  of  approaching  to  decision.  In 
tJie  meantime,  the  cold  of  the  wintw  is  coming  on,  and 
to  men  in  their  situation,  may  produce  events  which  would 
render  all  indemD^ation  too  late.  I  must,  tfaerefiira, 
piay  the  assistance  of  your  Excellency,  for  the  IHieration 
cf  their  perst»)£,  if  the  established  order  of  things  may 
possibly  admit  of  it.  As  to  their  property  and  tb^  per< 
stnul  su^rings  hitherto,  I  have  fiiU  confidence  that  the 
laws  have  provided  {at  their  discuasina,  come  tribunal 
tvhere  justice  will  i»  done  them.  I  enclose  the  opinion 
of  aj)  adrocate,  forwarded  to  me  by  a  gentleman  whom  I 
bad  deored  to  obtain,  firom  some  juditnous  person  of  that 
faculty,  a  state  of  their  ease.  This  may,  perhaps,  ^t« 
B  better  idea  djan  I  em  of  the  situatica)  of  their  cause. 
His  inquiries  liave  led  him  to  believe  they  are  inuoaent 
nwa;  but  that  they  must  Ipse  their  vessel  under  the  edict 
wliich  ftabids  tt)ose  under  thirty  tana  to  approach  tha 
coast.  Admitting  their  innocence  as  he  does,  ]  should 
-suppose  tliem  not  the  objects,  on  whom  such  edici  was 
meant  to  operate.  The  essential  papers  wlaeJi  he  sajs 
tiny  redenlaaded  from  him  asd  did  not  retuni,  wfere  sent 
io  me  at  my  denre. 
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The  case  of  Lister  Asquith,  owner  of  the  schooner 
William  and  Catharine,  William  M'Neil,  captain,  Wil- 
liam Thomson,  WilUam  Neilly,  Robert  Anderson,  mari- 
ners, and  William  Fowler,  passenger. 

LdSter  Asquith,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
haidag  a  lawsuit  depending  in  Elngland,  which  required 
hU  presence,  as  involving  in  its  issue,  nearly  his  whole 
icHtune,  deteimined  to  go  thither  in  a  small  schooner  of 
his  own,  that  he  might,  at  the  same  time,  take  with  him 
an  adventure  of  tobacco  and  Sour  to  Liverpool,  where 
he  had  comnwrcial  connexions.  This  schooner  he  pur- 
chased as  of  fifty  nine  and  a  half  tons,  as  appears  by  his 
bill  of  sale,  hut  she  had  been  registered  hy  her  owner  at 
twenty-one  tons,  in  order  to  evade  the  double  duties  in 
Ejigland,  to  which  American  vessels  are  now  subject. 
He  cleared  out  from  Baltknore  for  Liverpool,  the  11th 
of  June,  1785,  with  eight  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and 
sixty  barrels  of  flour,  but  run  aground  at  Smith's  pdntj 
sprui^  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  Baltimore  to 
refit ;  having  stopped  his  leak,  he  took  his  cai^  on 
board  again,  and  his  health  being  infirm,  he  engaged 
Captain  William  M'Neil*  to  go  with  him,  and  on  the 
20th  June,  sailed  for  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  and  on  the 
3%id,  came  too  in  Hampton  toads,  at  the  mouth  of  the 

•  This  vu  the  officer,  wlio,  on  the  evaciution  of  Fort  Hiflin, 
■fter  the  Britub.  bad  pused  the  CheTHui  de  Frize  in  the  Debwtffe, 
wu  left  with  fifteen  men  to  deBtroy  the  irorkB,  vhidl  he  i^  and 
brought  ofr  his  men  nwxemifaRj.  He  hod,  be.fbre  that,  been  com- 
mander of  the  Rattlesnake,  doop  of  vex,  and  liad  much  annoyed 
the  Biitiih  trade. .  Being  bred  a  MMnai^  lie  had  returned  to  that 
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ri?er,  od  which  ?forfolk  is.  Learning  here  that  tpbacco 
would  be  better  than  flour  for  the  English  market,  ha 
landed  6ity  barrels  of  his  flour,  and  one  hogshead  of 
tobacco,  which  he  found  to  be  bad,  meaning  to  take 
instead  thereof,  nine  iiogsheads  of  tobacco  more.  But 
the  same  night  it  began  to  blow  very  hard,  with  much 
rain.  The  23rd,  the  stdrnl  became  mmre  heavy,  they 
let  go  both  their  anchors,  but  were  driven,  notwithstand- 
ing, from  their  anchorage,  forced  to  put  to  sea,  and  go 
before  the  wind.  The  occurrences  of  their  voyage  will 
be  best  detailed,  by  short  extracts  from  theii  logbook.    . 

June  34tb.  The  weather  becomes  worse,  one  of  the 
foreshrouds  and  the  foremast  oariied  away. 

June  35th.  Shifted  their  ballast,  which  threw  them  on 
their  beam  ends,  and  stiipped  a  very  heavy  sea. 

Held  a  consultation,  the  result  of  which  was,  that 
seemg  they  were  now  driven  so  far  to  sea,  and  the 
weather  continuing  still  very  bad,  it  was  better  to  steer 
for  Liverpool,  their  port  of  destinadon,  though  they  had 
not  their  cargo  on  board,  and  no  other  clearance  but  that 
which  they  took  from  Baltimore. 

June  39th.  The  6rst  observation  they  had  been  able 
to  take,  N.  Lat.  38"  13'. 

June  30tb.  Winds  begm  to  be  light,  but  the  sea  still 
very  heavy. 

July  5th.  Light  winds  and  a  smooth  sea  for  ,the  flrst 
^e,  in  Lat.  43°  53. 

July  9tb;  Spoke  a  French  brig,  Comte  d'Artois,  Cap- 
lain  Pierre  Monreaux,  fix>m  St  Maloes,  in  distress  for 
provisions,  relieved  her  with  three  barrels  of  flour. 

August  6th.  Thick  weather  and  a  strong  wind,  made 
the  Land's  Eod  of  England. 
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August  Itb.  Unable  to  fetch  the  load,  therefore  bws 
off  for  Scilly,  and  came  too  with  both  aoobOTS,  drove 
notnithstandit^,  and  obliged  to  get  up  the  anchota  and 
put  to  sea,  running  southwardly. 

August  6th.  Made  the  land  of  France,  but  did  not 
know  what  part. 

Here  the  log  book  ends;  at  this  time  they  bad  on  board 
but  10  gallons  of  water,  4  or  5  pounds  of  bread,  8  or  3 
pounds  of  candles,  no  firewood,  their  sails  unfit  to  be 
trusted  to  any  Icmger,  and  all  their  materials  fot  mencUng 
them  exhausted  by  the  constant  repairs,  which  the  no* 
lence  of  die  weatber  had  called  for.  They  therefois  took 
a  pilot  aboard,  who  carried  them  iiiio  Pon  du  Val,  but 
being  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  vessel  there;  that  the 
schooner  was  (oo^harp  built  (as  the  American  vessek 
iDOSdy  were)  to  lie  in  that  port,  he  put  out  immediately, 
and  the  next  morning  the  pilot  brought  him  to  ancbor  m 
the  port  of  the  Isle  de  Bas.  He  went  immedimdy  n> 
Roscoff,  and  f«otested  at  the  Admirdty  the  true  state  aC 
his  case,  and  reported  bis  vessel,  andcaigo  to  the  cusCon 
house.  In  making  tbe  report  of  his  vessel,  stated  ber  as 
SI  tons.  The  o&cet  informed  him  diat  if  she  was  no 
larger,  she  would  be  confiscated  by  an  edict,  which  forbid 
fill  vessels  under  30  tons  to  approach  the  coast ;  be  told 
tbe  officer  what  was  the  real  truth  as  to  his  re,gister  and 
Iu9  ImU  of  sale,  and  vta  peimitted  to  report  ber  accord- 
mg  to  tbe  latter.  He  paid  tbe  usual  fees  of  lOUv.  7a. 
and  obndned  a  dearance.  NotmtbstaDding  this,  be  was 
aoon  vifflted  by  ot^r  persons,  whom,  he  supposes,  ti> 
have  been  Oommt  of  tbe  Fermea  vriio  seised  his  vessel, 
carried  b<r  to  the  pier,  and  confined  the  crew  to  tbeves- 
sel  and  half  the  pier,  putting  sentinels  ovct  them.     They 
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brought  a  gauger  vrbo  measuied  her  hold  and  part  of  hsr 
steenge;  allowing  nothing  ibr  the  cockpit,  cabin,  fwe- 
castle,  abd  above  one-half  the  steerage,  which  is  almost 
half  the  vessel,  and  thus  made  her  contents  (if  that  bad 
been-of  any  importance)  much  below  the  truth.  The 
tobacco  was  weighed  and  found  to  be  6,4871bs.*  which 
was  sent  on  the  18th  to  Landivisiau,  and  on  the  19th, 
they  were  committed  to  close  prison,  at  St.  Pol  de>Leon, 
where  they  have  been  confined  ever  since.  They  had 
when  they  first  landed,  some  money,  of  which  they  were 
soon  disembarrassed,  by  different  persons, .  who  in  va- 
rious forms  undertook  to  serve  them.  Unable  to  speak 
or  imderstand  a  word  of  the  langnage  of  the  country, 
Mendless  and  left  without  money,  they  have  languished 
three  months  in  a  loathsome  jail,  without  any  other  sus* 
tenance,  a  great  part  of  the  time,  than  what  conld  be 
procured  for  three  sols  a  day,  which  have  been  furnished 
them  to  prevent  their  perishing.  They  have  been  made 
to  undwstand  that  a  cnminal  process  is  going  on  against 
them  under  two  heads.  1st.  As  having  sold  tobacco  in 
contraband,  and  2nd.  as  having  entered  a  port  of 
France  in  a  vessel  of  less  than  30  tons  burthen.  In  sup- 
port of  the  Gist  charge,  they  understand  that  the  chxnjm- 
stance  is  relied  on,  of  their  having  been  seen  off  the 
coast  by  the  En^loyii  da  Fermet  one  or  two  dayv. 

■A  bogthetd  of  tobacco  weiglw  geBerally  kbout  1,000  Ibi.  ^ng- 
Bih,  equal  to  917  Ibi.  French,  the  7  hogshend*  he  uuled  vith  would 
dienfbre  weigh  according  to  this  estimate  6,433  Iba.  They  actual- 
ly wnghed  more  on  the  fint  esny.  When  afterwardi  wdghed  at 
LandiTiMU,  they  had  lott  84  Ibi.  from  being  carried  bto  a  drier  air. 
Feiliapataa  ■  difference  of  weighta  inay  have  entered  intotbia  ap- 
paTMit  loas. 

Vol.  ni — 13 
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They  acknowledge  they  may  have  been  so  seen  .while 
beating  off  Pont  Duval,  till  they  could  get  a  pilot,  while 
entering  the  port,  and  again  going  round  ficm  thence,  to 
the  road  of  the  Isle  de  Bas.  The  reaaons  for  this  hav« 
been  explained,  they  further  add  that  all  the  time  Aey 
were  at  Pont  Dural,  they  had  a  King's  officer  on  board 
i&oni  whom,  as  well  as  from  their  pilot  and  the  captain,  by 
whose  advice  they  left  that  port  for  the  road  of  the  Isle  de 
Bas,  information  can  be  obtained  by  their  accusers  (irito 
are  not  imprisoued)  of  tbe  true  motives  for  that  measure. 
It  is  said  to  be  uiged  also,  that  there  was  found  in  their  veud 
some- loose  tobacco  in  a  blanket,  which  excites  a  suspi- 
cion, that  they  had  been  selhng  tobacco.  When  they 
were  stowing  their  lading  they  broke  a  hogshead  as  is 
always  necessary,  and  is  always  done,  to  fill  up  the  sto- 
wage, and  to  consohdate  and  keep  the  whole  mass  fim 
and  in  place.  The  loose  tobacco  which  had  come  out 
of  the  broken  hogshead,  they  repacked  in  bags;  bat 
in  the  course  of  the  distresses  of  their  disastrous  voy- 
age, they  had  employed  these  bags,  as  they  had  done 
ev^  thing  else  of  the  same  nature,  in  mending  their 
sails.  Ths  condition  of  tbeii  sails  when  they  came  into 
port,  will  prove  this,  and  they  were  seen  by  witnesses 
enough  to  whom  dieir  accusers,  bemg  at  liberty,  can  have 
access.  Besides,  tbe  sale  of  a  part  of  their  tobacco  is  a 
fact  which,  had  it  taken  place,  might  have  been  proved. 
But  they  deny  thath  has  been  proved,  or  even  can  be 
proved  by  true  men,  because  it  never  existed.  And  they 
hope  tbe  justice  of  this  country  does  not  permit  strangers, 
seeking  in  their  ports  an  asylum  from  death,  to  be  thrown 
into  jail  -and  cmitiDued  there  indefinitely,  on  the  possibili- 
ty of  a  fact,  without  any  proof;   more  especially  when. 
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as  in  the  present  cue,  a  demonstration  to  the  contniy  ia 
fiinushed  by  their  cleannce,  wUch  shews  they  never  had 
more  than  eight  ht^heads  dt  tobacco  on  board,  of  which 
one  had  been  pnt  a  shore  at  Hampton  in  Virginia,  as  has 
been  before  related,  and  the  seven  others  renrained  when 
they  &st  entered  port.  If  they  had  been  smogglets  of 
tobacco,  the  oppo^te  coast  offered  a  much  fairer  Geld,  be- 
cause the  gain  there  ia  so  greatj  because  they  undeistand 
the  luiguege  and  laws  of  tbo  country,  tbey  know  its  har- 
bors and  coasts,  and  have  comiexioos  in  them.  These 
circumstances  are  so  important  to  smu^ers,  that  they  do 
not  eotpect  an  instance  has  ever  occurred,  of  the  cuttra- 
band  of  tobacco  attempted  on  this  side  the  channel,  by  a 
crew  wholly  Amerium.  Be  this  as  it  may,  they  are  not 
of  that  description  of  men. 

Aa  to  the  seccmd  chai^,  that  tfaey  may  have  entered 
a  pott  of  France  in  a  vessel  of  less  than  thirty  tons  bur- 
then, they,  in  the  first  place  observe,  that  they  saw  the 
gauger  measure  the  vessel  and  affiml,  that  tbis  method  of 
measuring  could  render  little  more  than  half  ber  true  con- 
tents, but  tbey  say  further,  that  were  she  below  tbe  siae 
of  thirty  tcHia,  and  when  ^rtering  the  port  had  tbey  known 
of  the  alternative  of  either  tbrieiling  their  vessel  and  car- 
go, or  of  peiishing  at  sea,  tbey  must  still  have  entered 
the  port,  the  loss  of  their  vessel  and  car^  bemg  the 
leseer  evil.  But  the  character  of  the  kw|^ver  a^uras 
them,  that  the  inteatim  of  bis  laws  la  perverted,  when 
misapi^ied  to  peis<»ts,  who,  under  their  drcumstancea, 
take  refuge  m  his  ports.  They  have  no  occasion  to  recur 
from  his  clemency  to  his  justice,'  by  claiming  the  benefit 
of  that  article  in  the  treaty,  which  binds  the  two  nations 
together,  and  which  assures,  to  the  fii^tives  of  either. 
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from  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  a  hospitable  receptico,  and 
without  measuring  the  size  of  their  vessel. 

Upon  the  whole;  they  protest  themselves  to  be  as  in- 
nocent, as  they  have  been  unfortunate.  Instead  of  relief 
in  a  friendly  portj  they  hare  seen  their  misfortunes  aggra- 
vated by  the  conduct  of  officers,  who,  in  their  greediness 
for  gain,  can  see  in  no  circumstance  any  thing  but  proof!) 
of  guilt.  They  have  already  long  suffered,  and  are  still 
su^ring,  whatever  scanty  sustenance,  an  inclement  season, 
and  close  confinement  can  offer  most  distressing  to  men, 
who  have  been  used  to  neither,  and  who  have  wives  and 
children  at  hpme  participating  of  their  distresses.  They 
are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  language  of  the 
country  where  they  are  suffering ;  they  are  deprived  of 
that  property  which  would  enable  them  to  procure  coun- 
sel to  place  their  injuries  in  a  true  light ;  they  are  dbtant 
from  the  stations  of  those,  who  are  appointed  by  their 
country  to  patronize  their  rights ;  they  are  not  at  liberty 
to  go  to  them,  nor  able  to  have  conununication  through 
any  other  than  the  uncertain  medium  of  the  posts  i  and 
they  see  themselves  already  ruined  by  the  losses  and  de- 
lays tbey  have  been  made  to  incur,  and  by  the  fulure  of 
the  original  object  of  their  voyage. 

They  throw  themselves,  therefore,  on  the  patronage  of 
the  Government,  and  pray  that  its  enei^  may  be  inter- 
posed in  ud  of  their  poverty  and  ignonmce,  to  restore 
them  to  their  liberty,  and  to  extend  to  them  that  retribu- 
tion which  the  laws  of  every  country  mean  to  extend  to 
ibose  who  suffer  unjusdy. 
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Account  of  ivhanemctas   and  money  paid  by   John 
Diot   If   Co.  merchcmii   in  Morlaix,   to  Mr.  lAtter 
Aaqvith  and  hit  crew,  nncelke  beginning  of  their  de- 
tainment in  the  prison  of  St.Potde  Leon  to  thit  day, 
in  comeqaence  <^  his  Excellency  Thomas  Jefferson's 
desire   to   Messrs.  Borgnois  des  Bordes  freres,  mer- 
chants  in  Brest,  said  detainment  proceeding,  from 
the  seizure  and  coJidemnation  by  the  Farmers  Cene* 
rtd,  of  the  schooner  called  WiUiam  and    Catharine, 
the  9th  August,  1785,  in  the  harbor  of  Roscoff,  viz: 
Jun«  9th,  17S6. 
To  cash  psid  tb.  litter  Aaquith  for  las  own 
and  hu  crew's  muntenuice  in  St  Pol.  jail, 
fttmt  the  23nd  October,   1765,  tm  15th  of 
tlui  present  month  of  June,  included,  beinf 
two  hundred  and  thirtf-KTen  days,  at  twen-    . 
tf  ■ouaperda}'  per  «""■"",  or  ox  livreaper 

dayfortbeaxmen.  ....  1433000 

To  cash  paid  to  the  attomejr  in  St.  Pol,  ior 
Hgiufying  the  appeal  from  the  first  judg. 

ment  of  the  cuitotn  bouse  in  Bres^  14  13  9 

To  aundry  postages  to  Horiaji,  and  meaaagvs 
sent  from  Iforiaii  to  6t  Pol,  forward  and 

backward, 18  10  0 

To  cash  paid  Ux.  Glean,  attorney  m  Brest,  fer 
notification  of  the  appeal  of  the  sentence 
■snied  in  Brest,  and  agmfication  of  same  to 
the  custom  house  attome  j,  and  to  the  mtre- 

poseur  in  Landivimau,         ....  13  IS  0 

To   sundry   postages   paid   b7    Uessn.  des 

Bord«a,  m  Brest,  fac.  -        -        '     18  14  0 

Postage  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  last  menage,  30  10  0        49    4  0 

To  caAk  paid  Ifr.  Gewy,  interpreter  in  Brest, 

for  his  trouble  and  actings,        ...  13  00  0 

To  cash  paid  Hr.  Derm,  tnfreposeur  in  I^andi- 
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vinsu,  acting'  for,  &c.  in  behalf  of  Qte  Far- 
mers Geoenl,  in  consequence  of  the  *gtee^ 

mcnt  pawed  uid  settled  betwixt  him  and 

lib-.  lister   Asquitb,   in  the  prison  of  St. 

Pol,  the  3id  of  dot  present  month  of  June, 

fiv  the  fbUowing  caiue^  viz  .- 
The  charg^ci  of  process,  verbal  seizure  of  19th  ^ 

August. ,   -        -    19  16  6 

For  the  cost  and  law  suit  at  the  custom  bouse 

office  in  Brest, 82  17  1 

For  jail  leei  paid  by  Ifae  costpm  boute,  tot 

Mr.     Asquith   and  hia  crew,    during  ten 

roondks,  at  fiffy-four  Ihres  per  month,  340  00  0 

For  cost,   reporting  and  comptrolling  of  the 

aforesaid  action  of  the  3rd  June,        ■        -    37    5  0      679  18  7 
To  cash  paid  Hr.  Asqulth  and  his  crew,  t}ie 

33d  March,   in    consequence    of  Messrs; 

dea  Bordes's  letter,  ISfli  atud  month,  fbr 

bujing^dothes  fbr  to  cover  them  in  jail,  as 

per  receipt,  twelve  livrea   to  each   man, 

bang        ....       .       ..       .  7300O 

To  cadi  pud  Mr.  liater  Asquith  and  crew, 

fbr  th^  travelling  expenses  gmng  home, 

according  to  Mr.  JefferstHi's  order,   32nil 

Majr,  one  giunett  per  man,  as  per  receipt,  144  00  0 

34S6  00  4 
To  interest  of  aid  sum,  from  32nd  Octi^er  to 

this  da^,  valued  at  3  per  cent,  Uvre,  -    73  IS  8 

To  commisaon  and  trouble  of  said  JdinlUot 

&   Co.    writings,    tnnatationt  ud  other 

dtnngsiottusafTur,  ....  131    fi  0      194    X  8 


S6S0    3  0 


Amounting,  the  vnthnn  account  of  our  disbursements, 
and  money  paid  to  and  for  Mr.  LdSter  Asquith  and  bis 
crew,  to  two .  thousand,  »x  hundred  tad  twenty  livret 
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tnd  two  sous,  as  pet  particulars  ia  the  said  account, 
whieh  we  certifjr  to  be  true  and  mcers. 

iomi  DioT  &  Co. 

St.  Pol  de  Leon,  June  9, 1786. 
I,  underwiitten,  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  certify, 
that  the  sums  mentiooed  in  the  above  account,  amount- 
ing to  two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  twenty  tines,  two 
sous,  have  effectually  and  truly  been  paid  to  and  for  me, 
as  roenti<Mied  in  the  above  said  account,  by  Messrs.  John 
Doit  &  Co.  by  the  orders  of  his  Excellency,  Thomas 
Jefierson,  Esq.  to  Messrs.  Borgnois  des  Bordesfreres,  mer- 
chants in  Brest,  to  whom  said  sum  is  lawfully  due. 

LISTER  ASQUITH. 
St-  Po)  de  Leon,  June  9, 1786. 


rsoM  TaOikAS  JiFfxasoH  to  baron  dc  sriEii. 

P»pis,  June  12,  1786. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  desire,  I  will 
throw  on  paper  such  consideratioDS  as  oocur  to  me  on  th^ 
question,  "*  How  may  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew  be 
rendered  instrumental  for  promoting  commerce  between 
Sweden  and  the  United  States?"  They  will  be  rapid, 
undigested,  and  incomplete ;  but  a  desire  of  contributing 
to  bind  the  two  countries  together  in  interest,  and  a  re- 
spect for  your  commands,  will  induce  me  to  hazard  them. 
I  shall  make  the  interest  of  Sweden  the  bans  of  my 
theory,  because  we  have  no  right  to  expect  her  to  depart 
frcMn  them  in  order  to  promote  outs. 

Ancient  nations  considered  colonies  principally  as  re- 
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ceptacles  for  a  too  numerous  popuhitifHi,  and  as-natscal 
and  useful  allies  in  times  of  war.  But  modem  natitHia 
viewing  commerce  as  an  object  of  first  importance,  value 
colonies  chiefly  as  instruments  for  tbe  increase  of  that. 
This  is  principally  effected  by  their  taking  commodities 
from  the  mother  State,  whether  raised  within  herself  or 
obtained  elsewhere,  in  the  course  of  her  trade,  and  fiuv 
nishing,  in  return,  colonial  productiorts  necessary  for  her 
consumption,  or  for  bercommerce  of  exchange,  with  oUier 
nations.  In  this  way  the  colonies  of  Spain,  Porti^a^, 
France  and  England,  have  been  chiefly  subsernent  to 
the  advantages  of  their  mother  coudtry.  In  this  way  too, 
in  a  smaller  degree,  has  Denmark  derived  utility  from  her 
American  colonies ;  and  so,  also,  Holland,  except  as  to 
the  Island  of  St.  Eustauus ;  this  is  by  nature  a  rock,  bar- 
ren and  unproductive  m  itself;  but  its  owners  became 
sensible,  that  what  nature  had  denied  it,  policy  could 
more  than  supply.  It  was  conveniently  dluated  &>i  car- 
rying on  contraband  trade  with  both  the  continents,  and 
vrith  tbe  Islands  of  America.  They  made'it,  therefore, 
an  entrep6t  for  all  nations.  Hither  are  brought  the  pro- 
ductions of  every  other  part  of  America,  and  the  Dutch 
give  in  exchange  such  articles,  as  in  the  course  of  their 
commerce  they  can  most  advantageously  gather  up ;  and 
it  is  a  question  on  which  they  will  not  enable  us  to  decide, 
whether  by  iiirnishing  American  productions  to  the  com- 
merce of  Holland,  and  by  finding  vent  for  such  produc- 
tions of  the  old  world,  as  the  Dutch  merchants  obtain  to 
advantage,  the  barren  lock  of  St.  Eustatius  does  not  give 
more  activity  to  their  commerce,  and  leave  with  them 
greater  promts,  than  their  more  fertile  possessions  on  the 
ccMitinent  of  South  America.     The  Danes,  finding  that 
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Ibeii  Idands  were  capable  of  yielding  but  moderate  ad- 
vantages, by  their  native  productions,  hare  also  laid  theoi 
open  to  foreign  commerce,  in  order  to  draw  through  them 
articles,  which  they  do  not  produce  in  themselves,  or  not 
in*great  quanbtie.".  But  these  nations,  only  half  emanci- 
pated,  from  the  fetters  of  commercial  prejudices,  have 
taken  only  half  a  step,  towards  placing  these  institutions 
on  their  best  footing.  Both  the  Dutch  and  Danish  free 
ports  are  under  restrictions,  which  discourage  very  much 
the  operations  of  exchange  in  them. 

The  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew,  lately  ceded  to  Swe- 
den, is,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  capable  of  furnishing 
litUe  of  its  own  productions  to  that  country.  It  remaini 
then,  to  make  it  the  instrument  for  obtiunmg,  through  its 
intermediation,  such  American  productions  as  Sweden 
can  consume,  or  dispose  of;  and  for  finding,  in  return,  a 
vont  for  the  native  productions  of  Sweden.  Let  us  sup- 
pose it  then  made  a  free  poit,  mtbout  a  single  restric- 
tion. These  consequences  will  follow.  1st.  It  will  draw 
to  itself  that  tide  of  commerce,  which  at  present  sets  to- 
wards the  Dutch  and  Danish  Islands,  because  vessels 
gcnng  to  these  are  oflen  obliged  to  negotiate  a  part  of 
their  cargoes  at  St.  Eustatius,  and  to  go  to  St.  ThomaB 
to  negotiate  the  residue ;  whereas,  when  thay  shall  know 
that  there  is  a  port  where  all  articles  are  free  both  for 
importatioB  and  exportation,  they  will  go  to  that  port 
wimh  eiubles  them  to  perform,  by  one  voyage,  the  ex- 
changes which,  hitheno,  they  could  only  effect  by  two. 
Snd.  Every  species  of  American  produce,  whether  of  the 
precious  metals  or  of  commodities,  which  Sweden  may 
want  for  its  own  consumption,  or  as  aliment  for  its  com- 
merce with  other  nations,  will  be  collected,  either  fairly 
Vol.  Ill— 14 
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or  b^  coatraband,  mto  the  magaziDes  of  St.  B^rtboUmMtr. 
3rd.  All  the  jHoductions  wbicb  Snedea  «an  AirBsh  'from 
within  itself,  or  obtain  to  adrasta^  fiom  odier  Datkns, 
will,  in  like  manner,  be  deposited  in  tbe  m^iatnes  ctf 
St.  Bartholomew,  and  will  be  carried  to  the  semral  pAm 
of  America,  in  payment  for  what  shall  be  taken  6om 
them. 

If  it  be  objected  that  this  unreEtrained  lioettce  wiU  gif« 
opponunily  to  the  subjects  of  other  nations  to  cury  dd 
exchanges  there,  in  which  Sweden  will  be  no  ways  inter- 
ested: I  say,  1st,  that  there  will-be  few  of  these  opera- 
tions, into  which  the  Swedish  merchants  witi  not  be  tatEea, 
in  the  beginning,  or  in  the  long  run.  &d.  That  there 
will  be  few  of  these  exchanges,  into  which  productiotis  will 
not  enter,  when  producbons  (tre  wanted  m  retnm.  8vd. 
That,'  suppose  neither  Swedish  mnchaiits  nor  ^<oductioBB 
enter  into  die  operation,  what  objections  can  Sweden  have 
to  other  people's  meeting  in  one  of  her  ports,  to  csrr^  on 
their  oommercial  exchanges;  on  the  conoary,  would  not 
every  enlightened  nation  be  glad  if  all  others  would  come 
U)  ber,  as  a  common  center  for  oommeroial  operati(His. 
If  all  the  merchants  who  make  the  exchanges  of  cwa- 
meice  in  Amsterdam,  London,  Lisbon,  Leghorn,  b,c. 
would  go,  by  common  -consent,  to  p^orm  these  ii^enr 
tioQs  in  Stockholm,  would  that  wise  govemaient  obstruot 
sucb  an  assembly :  If  all  the  exobanges  now  made  m 
the  several  ports  of  the  two  oontioerrts,  and  of  the  Is- 
lands of  America,  in  Pluladelphia,  ibr  instance,  Chaitoe- 
ton,  St.  Bustatius,  Porto  Bello,  Rio  Jmeiro,  were  pto- 
posed  to  be  transferred  lo  the  Island  of  St.  Bntbc^ 
mew,  would  tiiat  Island  be  rendered  thereby  less  able  to 
promote  ibe  commeroe  of  the  mother  counoy  ?    . 
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These  genaral  t^iservatioiis  have  anticipated  the  an- 
swer to  our  questtODr  how  may  the  Island  of  St  Bartho- 
lomew be  reodered  mstniDaeBtal,  to  the  particular  com- 
mefce  between  Sweden  and  the  United  States?  Tte 
United  States  have  much  occasion  for  the  productions  of 
Sweden,  psflieularlT'  for  its  iron  ;  fer  a  part  of  this  thejr 
ean  funush  indigo,  iice,  tDfaacco,  and  so  far  the  exchange 
m»j  be  effected  by  the  meir^ants  of  the  two  countnes, 
in  th&  ports  of  the  United  States,  oi  of  Sweden.  The 
lur^us  of  their  w»nt  thejr  cannot  take  at  all,  unless  Swe- 
den will  administer  to  them  the  means  of  pajrii^  for  it ; 
this  she  may  do,  by  rmeivaig  at  St.  Bartholomew,  what- 
ever productions  they  will  bring.  They  will,  of  course, 
send  their  floui,  salt  fiah,  and  other  things  wanting  in  the 
■dhei  ports  of  America,  which,  by  the  Swedish  merchant 
at  St.  Bartholosiew,  wiU  be  run  into  tlrase  ports  and 
QxdiBn;^  Sot  precseue  mstals,  or  conunerciable  eonnno- 
ditiee ;  or,  the  AnMiican.  meruhant,  talcing  on  himsdf 
these  operations,  will  lun  Us  floor  or  Salt  &h  into  thosei 
ports  himself,  take  cash,  or  such  commeiciabVe  artidsKar 
suit  Sweden,  and  go  nhh'  these  &>  St.  Banholomew,  to 
pay  for  die  iron  be  wants. 

The  interest  of  the  United  States  then,  is,  that  St. 
Bartholomew  be  made  a  port  of  unlimited  freedom  ;  and 
Mich  too  is  evidently  the  interest  of  Sweden.  If  it  be 
freed  by  halves,  the  free  potts  of  other  natioDB,  at  pre- 
sent ia  petses^ion  of  the  commerce,  will  retain  it  against 
any  new  port,  offering  no  superior  advantages.  The 
situation  of  St.  Bartholomew  is  ve^  &.vorable  to 
these  views ;  u  it  i»  among  the  moet  windward,,  and- 
ibeiebre  the  mosl  aecessiMe  of  the  West  Indian  Idaads. 
Hew  far  they  may  be  secoiuled  1^  th«  character  of  its- 
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pott,  the  govemmeDt  of  Sweden  mil  best  know,  as  they 
hare  taken  the  necessary  information  on  that  pc»nt. 

Unacquainted  with  the  details  of  c(»nmerce,  I  am  able 
to  present  only  general  views  of  thia  subject;  they  are 
such,  however,  as  experience  seems  to  have  proved, 
they  may  appear  founded  on  a.  want  of  attention  to  the 
laws  of  society,  inconsistent  with  sound  morality.  But 
6rst,  let  the  line  be  drawn  between  the  just  and  equal 
regulations  of  associated  States,  and  the  partial  and  op- 
pressive rescripts  of  metropolitan  cupidity,  and  we  shall 
see  whether  the  interloper,  or  the  legislator  of  Chili  and 
Peru,  is  on  the  right  side  of  that  line.  They  mil  need 
apology  for  another  cause,  where  it  vrill  be  more  difficult 
to  be  found  ;  that,  as  they  ofier  nothing  but  what  would 
have  occurred,  and  in  a  better  form,  to  yourself,  nobody 
is  more  sensible  of  this  than  myself,  and  I  can  expect 
your  indulgence  only  by  praying  you  to  consider  them, 
and  not  as  pretending  to  auy  information,  which  you  do 
not  already  possess,  but  as  the  offerings  of  that  perfect 
esteem,  with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


S  JEFFKBSON   TO   JOHN  ADAMS. 

pari»,j«iji*ii,  irse. 

Dear  Sir, 

Our  instructions  relative  to  the  Baibary  States,  havmg 

required  us  to  proceed  by  way  of  negotiation,  to  obtain 

their  peace,  it  became  our  duty  to  do  this  to  the  best  of 

our  power.     Whatever  might  be  our  private  opinions. 
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they  were  to  be  supjmssed,  and  the  line  maiked  out  to 
us  was  to  be  followed.  It  has  been  so,  honestly  and  zeal- 
ously. It  was,  therefore,  never  material  for  us  to  consult 
together,  on  the  best  plan  of  conduct  towards  these 
States.  I  acknowledge  I  very  early  thought  it  would  be 
best  to  effect  a  peace  through  tJie  roedium  of  war. 
Though  it  is  a  quesuon  with  which  we  have  nothing  to 
do,  yet  as  you  proposed  some  dlscussioa  of  it,  I  shall 
trouble  you  with  my  reasons.  Of  the  ibur  portions  laid 
down  in  your  letter  of  the  3rd  mstant,  I  agree  to  the 
three,  first,  which  are,  in  substance,  that  the  good  offices 
of  our  friends  cannot  procure  us  a  peace,  without  paying 
its  price ;  that  they  cannot  materially  lessen  that  price ; 
and  that  paying  it,  we  can  have  peace  in  spite  of  the  in- 
tn^ues  of  our  enemies.  As  to  the  fourth,  that  the  longer 
the  negotiati(Hi  b  delayed,  the  larger  will  be  the  demand; 
this  will  depend  on  the  intermediate  captures ;  if  they 
are  many  and  rich,  the  price  may  be  raised ;  if  few  and 
poor,  it  will  be  lessened.  However,  if  it  is  decided  diat 
we  shall  buy  a  peace,  I  know  no  reason  for  delaying  the 
operaticai,  but  should  rather  think  it  ought  to  be  hasten- 
ed.   But  I  should  prefer  the  obtainmg  it  by  war. 

1st.  Justice  is  in  fiivor  of  this  opinuHi.  2nd.  Hnxw 
tavors  it.  3rd.  It  will  procure  us  respect  in  Europe ; 
and  respect  is  a  safeguard  to  interest.  4th.  It  will  arm 
the  federal  head  with  the  safest  of  all  th?  inatruments  of 
coercion,  over  its  delinquent  members,  and  prevent  it  from 
using  what  would  be  less  safe.  I  think  that  so  far  you 
go  with  me.  But  in  the  next  steps  we  shall  di&r. 
5th.  I  think  it  least  expensve.  6tb.  Equally  efiectoal. 
1  ask  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  guns,  the  one-half 
of  which  shaJl  be  in  constant  cruise.     This  fleet,  built, 
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maDDed  and  rictualled  for  six  months,  will  cost  four  hus- 
dred  and  fi%  thousand  pounds  sleding.  Its  annual  ex- 
pense  will  be  three  hundred  pounds  steriing  a  gun,  m* 
eluding  every  thing;  this  will  be  fony-five  thousand 
pounds  sterling  a  year.  1  take  British  expeiience  foi  tbe 
basis  of  my  calculation,  though  we  know,  from  our  own 
expeiience,  that  we  can  do  in  this  way,  &r  pounds  law- 
iiil,  what  costs  them  pounds  sterling.  Wece  we  to  charge 
all  this  to  the  Alg«ine  war,  it  would  amount  to  littlo 
more  than  we  must  pay  if  we  buy  peace.  But  as  it  is 
piop^  and  necessary,  that  we  should  establish  a  small  ma- 
rine £irce,  (even  were  we  to  buy  a  peace  from  tbe  Alg»> 
rines)  and  as  that  force,  laid  up  in  our  dock-yaids,  would 
eoEt  US  half  as  much  annually,  as  if  kept  in  order  for  saiv 
vice,  we  have  a  right  to  say  that  only  twenty-two  thiht- 
■and  and  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  per  annum,  should 
be  enlarged  to  tbe  Algerine  war.  6th.  It  will  be  as  eSeO' 
tual.  To  all  tbe  mismanagements  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
urged  to  ^w  that  war  against  those  people  is  inefiectnal, 
I  urge  a  single  fact  to  prove  tbe  contrary,  whete  thrae  is 
any  management.  About  forty  years  ago,  tbe  Algerines 
having  broken  th«r  treaty  with  France,  this  Court  sent 
Mcmsieur  de  Massi&o,  with  one  lai^e  and  two  small 
frigates;  be  blockaded thebarborofAlgierstbreemoBtbi, 
and  tbey  subscribed  to  the  tn-ma  he  proposed.  If  it  ba 
admitted,  bowerer,  that  war,  on  the  faireit  prmpects,  a 
still  exposed  to  uncartaintiet,  I  weigh  against  this  tfas 
greater  uncertun^  of  tbe  duntttoa  d  a  peace  bought 
with  money,  from  SDch  a  people,  from  a  Dey  eightf 
yoan  old,  and  by  a  nation  who,  on  the  hypothesis  oi 
buying  peace,  ii  to  have  no  power  on  dte  sea  to  ooibrce 
an  observance  of  it. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 


mPLOHAl'lC  COBBEBFONDENCE.  m 

So  &r,  I  hare  gone  on  the  suppositioii,  that  the  w\kA« 
weight  of  this  wai  should  real  on  us.  But,  1.  Naples 
frill  jom  us.  The  character  of  theii  naval  Mmister, 
(Acton)  bifi  knovn  sentinients  with  respect  to  the  peace, 
Spain  is  officiously  uying  to  make  for  them,  and  his  dis- 
pontions  against  the  Algerines,  give  the  best  grounds  to 
beUeve  it.  9.  Ereiy  principle  of  reason  assures  us,  that 
Ponngal  will  join  us.  I  state  this,  as  taking  for  granted, 
what  all  seem  to  believe,  that  they  will  not  be  at  peace 
with  Algiers.  I  suppose,  then,  that  a  convention  might 
be  formed  betweeo  Portugal,  IVaples  and  the  United 
States,  by  which  the  burthen  of  the  war  might  be  quo- 
taed  on  them,  occordmg  to  theu'  respective  wealth ;  and 
the  term  of  it  should  be,  whea  Algiers  should  subscribe 
to  a  peace  with  all  three,  on  equal  terms.  This  might 
be  left  open  for  other  nations  to  accede  to,  and  many,  if 
not  most  aC  ihe  powers  of  Europe,  (except  France, 
England,  Holland  and  Spain,  if  her  peace  be  made) 
would  sooner  or  later  enter  mto  the  confederacy, 
for  the  sake  <^  having  their  peace  with  the  piratical 
States,  guarantied  by  the  whole.  I  suppose,  that  in  this 
case,  our  proportion  of  force  would  not  be  the  half  (^ 
what  I  first  calculated  on. 

I^ese  are  the  reasons,  which  have  influenced  my 
judgment  on  this  question  ;  I  give  them  to  you,  to  shew 
yon  that  1  am  imposed  on  by  a  semblance  of  reason,  at 
least;  aod  not  y/'uh  an  expectation  of  their  cban^ug 
your  opinion.  You  have  viewed  the  subject,  I. am  sure, 
ia  all  its  bearings.  Tou  have  weighed  both  questions, 
wbb  all  th^  circumstances.  You  make  the  result  dif- 
lerettt  from  what  I  do.  The  same  fects  impress  us  di^ 
ferently.  This  b  enough  to  make  me  suspect  an  extor 
in  my  prooesB  of  reasomng,  though  1  am  not  able  to  de- 
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tectit.  It  is  of  DO  consequence,  as  I  have  nothing  to 
say  in  the  decision,  and  am  leady  to  proceed  heartily  on 
any  other  plan,  which  may  be  adopted,  if  my  agency 
should  be  thoDght  useful.  With  respect  to  the-  dlsposi* 
tioDs  of  the  Slates,  I  am  utterly  uninformedj  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  however,  that  on  a  view  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, they  might  be  united  in  either  of  the  plans. 
Having  written  this  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  with- 
out knowing  of  any  opportuaity  of  sending  it,  I  know 
not  when  it  will  go.  I  add  nothing,  therefore,  on  any 
other  subject,  but  assurances  of  the  sincere  esteem  and 
respect,  with  which  I  am,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOH   JOBN   JAS   TO   THOIUS   JEFFEBSOH. 


Sir, 

Snce  my  last  to  you,  of  the  18th  August,  I  have  re- 
ceived and  laid  before  Congress,  the  letters  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  on  the  Sth  July  last. 

I  have  som^  despatches  of  importance  ready  for  you, 
but  I  prefer  sending  them  by  a  conveyance  that  will  offer   , 
about  ten  days  hence. 

I  enclose  a  certi6ed  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  for 
recallii^  Hr.  Lamb,  another  copy  has  been  sent  to  Mr. 
Adams. 

As  the  despatches  above  alluded  to  are  particular,  I 
shall,  at  present,  only  add  an  assurance,  which  I  always 
make  with  pleasure,  viz  :  that  I  am,  with  very  sincere 
esteeiA  and  regard,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN    JjiT   TO    THOMAS   JEFTBRSON. 

New  York,  October  37,  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  wrote  fou  a  few  lines  hy  the  last  French  packetj 
mentioniDg  the  letters  I  had  receired  from  you,  and  diat 
by  aDOther  conveyance  you  would  receive  particular  sDd 
important  despatches  from  me. 

"Diose  despatches  relate  to  the  Consular  Contention. 
Tfaey  began  v/itb  a  letter  fiom  me  of  the  8rd  instant, 
which,  among  other  matters,  enumerates  the  number  of 
papers  annexed  to  it.  ■ 

After  those  despatches  were  completed,  it  was  acci- 
dentally and  seasonably  discovered,  that  the  entry  of  the 
Schaite  of  the  Convention  in  the  books  of  this  c^ce  was 
erroneous.  As  in  forming  my  report,  I  considered  tbie 
Scheme  as  really  being  what  it  appeared  to  be  from  that 
entty ;  correspondeiit  errors  naturally  took  [dace  in  the 
repOTt. 

On  making,  diat  discovery,  1  wrote  a  letter  to  the  E^:«- 
sident  of  Congress,  dated  the  9tb  instant,  a  cc^iy  of  which 
you  will  find  to  be  the  last  pap^,  which  forms  the  packet 
herewith  enclosed.  On  that  letter  Congress  were  pleas^ 
ed  to  i^rect  me  to  take  ordn ;  which  is,  in  other  words, 
saying  that  they  approve  (^  the  opbion  given  in  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  letter. 

We  leara  finm  the  Chaise  d'Affiures  of  France,  tfaat- 
a  treaty  is  concluded  for  us  with  Morocco.  We  are 
anxious  to  be  ascertained  of  the  feet,  and  to  receive  a 
oopy  of  it,  that  positive  and  accurate  information  on  ibe 
subject  may  be  published.  It  is  long  since  we  heard  that 
a  treaty  with  P(»tugal  was  likewise  concluded,  but  it  has 
Vol.  111. — 15 
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not  yet  airived,  nor  are  we  advised  of  the  reasons  which 
retard  its  conveyance. 

In  my  opinion,  you  and  Mr.  Adams  should  have  com- 
mb^ons  to  treat  with  the  Emperor  and  some  other 
powers,  but  it  so  happens  that  more  domestic  objects 
divert  the  attention  of  Congress  in  a  considerable  degree, 
from  their  afiairs  abroad. 

The  inefficacy  of  our  Government  becomes  daily  more 
and  more  apparent.  Our  credit  and  our  Treasury  are  in 
a  sad  situation,  and  it  is  probable,  that  either  the  wbdom 
or  passions  of  the  people  may  produce  changes. 

A  spirit  of  licentiousness  has  infected  Massachusetts, 
which  appears  more  formidable  than  some  at  first  appre- 
hended. Whether  similar  symptonis  will  not  soon  marit 
a  like  disease  in  several  other  States,  is  very  proble- 
matical. 

The  public  papers  herewith  sent,  contain  every  thing 
generally  known  about  these  matters.  A  reluctance  to 
taxes,  an  impatience  of  Government,  a  rage  for  property, 
and  little  regard  to  the  means  of  acquiring  it,  tc^ether 
with  a  de^re  of  equality  in  all  things,  seem  to  actuate 
the  mass  of  those,  who  are  uneasy  in  their  circumstances. 
To  these  may  be  added  the  influence  of  ambitious  adven- 
turers, and  the  speculations  of  many  characters  who  pre- 
fer private  to  public  good,  and  of  others  who  expect  to 
gain  more  from  wrecks  made,  by  tempests,  than  from  the 
produce  of  patient  and  honest  industry.  As  the  knaves 
and  foob  of  this  world  are  forever  in  alliance,  it  Is  easy 
to  perceive  how  much  vigor  and  wbdom  a  Government, 
from  its  construction  and  adminbtration,  should  possess, 
in  order  to  repress  the  evils  which  naturally  Sow  fiom 
such  copious  sources  of  injustice  and  evil. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


Diplomatic  corsespondench.  us 

Much,  I  tbbk,  is  to  be  feared  from  the  sentiments, 
wtuch  such  a  state  of  things  is  calculated  to  infuse  into 
the  minds  of  the  raUonal  and  well  intentioned.  In  their 
eyes,  the  charms  of  liberty  will  daily  fade,  and  in  seeking 
for  peace  and  security,  they  will  too  naturally  turn  to- 
wards systems,  in  direct  opposition  to  those,  which  oppress 
and  disquiet  them. 

If  faction  should  long  beat  down  law  and  Government, 
lyranny  may  raise  its  head,  or  the  more  sober  part  of  the 
people  may  even  think  of  a  King. 

Id  short,  my  dear  sir,  we  are  in  a  very  unpleasant  situa- 
tion.  Changes  ate  necessary,  but  what  they  ought  to  be, 
what  tbey  will  be,  and  how  and  when  to  be  produced, 
are  arduous  questions.  X  feel  for  the  cause  of  liberty, 
and  for  the  honor  of  liiy  countrymen  who  have  so  nobly 
asserted  it,  and  who,  at  present,  so  abuse  its  blessings. 
If  it  should  not  take  root  in  this  sent,  little  pains  vrill  be 
taken  to  cultivate  it  in  any  other. 

This  letter  will  be  carried  to  London  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Provost,  who  will,  with  his  own  hands,  deliver  it  to  Mr. 
Adams,  with  one  from  me  requesting  htm  to  convey  it  to 
you  by  some  trusty  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  S.  1  also  enclose  copies  of  three  acts  of  Congress, 
viz :  of  16th,  20th  and  21st  iost.  * 

*  See  Journab  of  Cougress,  pag^a  712,  714. 
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ritOH   -THOMAS    JKFFERSON  TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Psrit,  Anput  11, 1766. 
Sir, 
Smce  the  date  of  my  Ia«t,  whkb  wu  July  8tb,  I  have 
been  hcmored  with  the  receipt  of  you^s  of  Jane  I6tb. 
I  am  to  thank  you  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Geneva, 
for  the  intelligence  it  contained  tn  the  subject  of  Galla- 
un,  whose  relations  will  be  relieved  by  the  recmpt. 

The  enclosed  intelligence  relative  to  the  instructioas 
of  the  Court  of  London  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  came  to 
me  through  tbe  Count  de  la  Touche  and  Marqins  de  la 
Fayette.  De  U  Touche  is  a  director  under  the  Hare»- 
cbal  de  Castries,  Minister  tot  the  Marine  Department, 
and  possibly  receires  this  JnteBigenoe  from  him,  and  be 
from  their  Ambassador  at  LimdoQ ;  possibly  too,  it 
might  be  ftbrioated  bete,  yet,  weighing  tbe  cbaiwters  of 
tbe  Ministers  of  St.  James  and  Versulles,  I  think  tbe 
former  more  capable  of  ^ving  such  instnictioos,  than  the 
latter  of  fabricating  them,  for  tbe  »nall  purposes  it  could 
answer. 

The  Gazette  of  France,  of  July  iiSth,  announces  tbe 
arrival  of  Peyiouaa  at  Braal,  that  be  was  to  touch  at 
Olab^le  and  proceed  to  California,  and  still  fiirtber 
northwardly.  This  paper,  as  you  well  know,  gives  out 
sucb  &cta  as  the  Court  are  willing  tbe  world  should  be 
possessed  of;  tbe  presumption  is,  therefore,  that  they 
wilt  make  an  estabUsbment  of  some  sort,  on  tbe  nortfa 
west  coast  of  America. 

I  trouble  you  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Schweig- 
hauser  and  DobrSe,  on  a  subject,  with  which  I  am  quite 
anacquainted.     Their  letter  to  Congress,  of  November 
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30th,  1780,  gives  their  state  of  the  matter;  bow  far  it  nuy 
be  true  and  just,  can  probably  be  ascertaiDed  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, Dr.  Lee  and  other  gentlemen,  now  in  Ameiica. 
I  shall  b^  leave  to  be  honored  mth  the  commands  of 
Congress  on  this  subject.  I  have  inquired  into  the  state 
of  the  arms  menuoned  in  this  letter  to  me,  the  prindpal 
articles  are,  about  thirty  thousand  bayonets,  fifty  thousand 
gun  locks,  thirty  cases  of  arms,  twenty-two  cases  of 
sabres,  and  some  other  thmgs  of  little  consequence.  The 
quay  at  Nantes  having  been  overflowed  by  the  river 
Loire,  the  greatest  part  of  these  anus  were  under  water, 
and  are  now,  as  I  am  informed,  a  solid  mass  of  rust,  hoc 
worth  the  expense  of  throwing  them  out  of  the  ware- 
house, much  less  that  of  storage.  Were  not' their  want 
of  vahie  a  sufficient  reason  against  reclaiming  the  pro- 
perty ol  these  arms,  it  rests  with  Congress  to  decide, 
whether  ojher  reascms  are  not  opposed  to  this  reclama- 
tion. They  were  the  property  of  asovereign  body,  they 
were  senced  by  an  individual,  taken  cognizance  of  by  a 
court  of  justice  and  refiised,  or  at  least  not  restured  by 
the  sovereign,  within  whose  States  they  had  been  art«st- 
ed.  These  are  circumstances  wbicb  have  been  men- 
tioned to  me;  Dr.  Franklin,  however,  will  be  able  to  in- 
totm  Congress  vrith  precision,  as  to  what  passed  on  this 
subject.  If  the  information  I  have  received,  be  any 
thing  like  the  truth,  the  discussion  of  this  matter  can 
only  be  with  the  court  of  Veis^es,  it  would  be  very 
delicate,  and  could  have  but  one  of  two  objects,  either  to 
recover  the  arms,  which  are  not  wwth  receiving,  or  to 
satisfy  us  on  the  pdnt  of  honor ;  Congress  will  judge 
how  iitr  the  latter  may  be  worth  pursuing  against  a  par- 
ticular ally,  and  uiid»  actual  circumstancee;  an  instanc«, 
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too,  of  acquiescence,  on  our  pait,  under  a  wrong,  nihet 
than  disturb  our  fnendship  by  altercations,  may  bave  its 
value  in  some  future  case ;  boivever,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
do  in  this,  what  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  direct. 

I  enclose  the  despatches  relative  to  the  Barbary  nego- 
tiations, received  since  my  last.  It  is  painful  to  me  to 
overwhelm  Congress  and  yourself  continually,  with  these 
voluminous  papers,  but  1  have  do  right  to  suppress  any 
part  of  them  ;  and  it  is  one  of  those  cases,  when,  &om  a 
want  of  well  digested  informa^on,  we  must  be  contented 
to  examine  a  great  deal  of  rubbish,  in  order  to  find  a 
little  good  matter. 

The  Gazettes  of  Leyden  and  France,  to  the  present 
date,  accompanying  this,  which,  for  want  of  direct  safe 
opponuntties,  I  am  obliged  to  send  by  an  American  gen- 
tleman, by  the  way  of  Lumdoa  ;  the  iiregularity  of  the. 
French  packets  has  diverted  elsewhere  the  tide  of  pas- 
sengers who  used  to  furnish  me  occasions  of  writing  to 
you,  without  permitting  my  letters  to  go  through  tbe 
post  office,  so  that  when  the  packets  go  now,  1  can  sel- 
iora  write  by  tbem. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


TROH    SCHWXIGH^tJSER   AND    DOBRXE    TO   THOHAI     JEF- 
TEHSON. 

Sir, 
In  hopes  of  obtaining  from  you  the  justice  which  has 
been  so  long  denied  us,  we  beg  le&ve  to  enclose  a  copy  of 
the  letter  our  late  partner  and  parent  Mr.  J.  D.  Schweig- 
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hauser,  wrote  to  CoDgress  the  30th  November,  1780, 
which  will  give  you  ample  infonnatioa  of  our  claims  for 
our  advances  for  the  continental  frigate  Alliance,  lo  which 
we  join  a  copy  of  the  resolve  which  it  (voduced.  Mr. 
Johnson  persisted  in  tiia  refusal  of  examining  our  ac- 
counts, as  no  longer  Auditor  General,  and  Dr.  Franklin 
reiiised  the  paymeiit  of  them,  as  not  having  been  exam- 
ined by  this  gentleman.  We  repeatedly  solicited  that 
be  would  name  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  but  to 
elude  satisfymg  us,  he  would  not  adopt  this  measure. 

We  have  since  laid  these  accounts  and  their  vouchets 
b^re  Thomas  Barclay,  Esquire,  who  has  seen  every 
one  of  them,  and  is  perfectly  conviuced,  as  wes  Dr. 
Franklin  himself,  of  their  exactness.  Permit  us  earnest- 
ly to  request,  as  an  act  of  justice  and  firiend^p,  that  you 
would  put  us  in  the  way  of  obtaining  our  payment,  and 
to  assure  you  of  our  acknowledgment  and  gratitude.  We 
have  still  a  parcel  of  aims,  Sue.  on  hand,  belonging  to 
Congress,  which  our  co-partuers  in  the  bouse  of  Puchel- 
berg  8c  Co.  in  L'Orient,  have  laid  an  attachment  on,  to 
assure  tbem  and  us  our  due,  or  at  least  part  of  it ;  for  we 
know  not  the  value  of  them,  and  not  beiitg  yet  author- 
ized to  sell  them,  they  are  of  no  utility  to  us,  and  we 
fear  that  warehouse  rent. of  them,  will  absorb  one  day 
their  whole  amount,  which,  without  thclt,  will  be  greatly 
reduced  by  the  want  of  having  them  cleaned,  which  per- 
mission we  have  so  often  vainly  solicited,  If  you  could 
give  us  directions  to  sell  them,  it  would  be  securing  to 
the  States  a  value  which  is  now  daily  diminishing,  and 
will,  by  further  delays,  be  ab^utely  eat  up. 

We  submit  the  whole  to  your  justice,  and  have  tlie 
honor  to  be,  &c. 

SCHWEIGHAUSER  fa  DOBREE. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  WiUiam  Carmu;hael. 

Hulnd  Jul;  15,  1786. 
'^  This  country  has  signed  its  peate  with  Algiers,  but 
there  are  still  arrangements  to  be  made  diat  tequire  time, 
patience  and  address.  Isend  you  a  letter  which  I  re- 
ceived from  theuce  this  moment.  As  I  have  not  time  to 
copy  it,  you  will  please  to  return  it  to  me.  I  wish  not 
to  derogate  from  the  merit  or  services  of  any  one,  but 
justice  to  myself,  and  still  more  to  the  interests  and  honor 
of  our  cbuatry,  oblige  me  to  say,  that  our  peace  with  the 
Bubary  States  could  have  been  oegoliated  here  with 
much  less  expense,  with  much  less  ncnse,  and  with  greater 
probability  of  success,  than  in  the  niode  adopted  by  C<m- 
gress.  A  negotiation  with  Algiers  is  not  yet  to  be  re- 
garded as  desperate.  It  is  a  question  of  emulation. 
Whenever  our  Republic  will  act  and  tlrinlc  for  them- 
selves ;  they  will  do  what  they  please  until  that  period ; 
we  shall  be  the  partridge  and  its  young  ones.  We  shall 
nfivet  be  respected  unUl  we  respiect  ourselves.  As  you 
may  not  possibly  have  beard  from  Mr.  Barclay,  since  fais 
arrival  in  Africa,  I  enclose  you  copies  i^  a  letter  which  1 
received  fr<Mn  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca,  with  extrects  from  those  received  from  the  agent 
of  Spain  in  Morocco,  and  from  a  Minister  of  the  Em- 
peror, which- 1  entreat  you  to  forward  to  Congress  by  the 
first  occasion,  as  few  opportunities  from  hence  ofrer  for 
the  t>nn»ais3ion  of  my  despatches.  I  makenocomment 
on  the  nature  of  these  letters.  I  am  persuaded  you  will 
at  once  see  the  good  faith  and  candor,  with  which  the 
Ministry  act  On  our  behalf.  ThisXoart  will  observe  the 
same  conduct  with  respect  to  the  Barhary  powers  in  gen- 
eral, the  m(»nent  it  can  eff*  'dually  interfere. 
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Extract  of  a  Utter  from  WiUiam,  Carmichael  to  Thomas 
Jefferson. 

Hadrid,  Julj  15,  1^86. 
"  I  have  ju3t  received  the  enclosed  letters  from  Mr. 
Lamb,  which  I  forward  by-  the  same  courier  to  whom  I 
eotrusted  mjr  last,  for  your  Excellency.  Mr.  Lamb 
writes  me,  that  his  health,  not  permitting  him  to  journey 
by  land,  he  has  resigned  hi^  commission,  and  means  im- 
mediately to  close  his  public  accounts.  The  Count 
d'Espilly  and  another  agent  of  Spain,  employed  at  Al- 
giers and  at  Tunis,  are  now  here.  The  6rst  is  much  at- 
tached to  me,  and  the  other  I  shall  cultivate,  and  through 
their  means  to  be  enabled  to  obtain  intelligence  with  re- 
spect to  the  situation  of  affairs  on  the  Barbary  coast,  and 
ntake  such  insinuations  as  yourself  and  Mr.  Adams  may 
judge  proper  fer  the  public  interest.  Whatever  may  be 
the  decision  of  Congress,  I  think  it  necessary  to  induce 
the  Algerines  to  believe,  that  the  United  States  are  more 
disposed  to  be  at  peace  than  at  war  with  them.  Their 
Mitiister  of  Marine  desires  peace  with  us,  and  appears 
apprehensive  of  seeing  American  cruisers  m  the  Medi- 
terranean. I  have  ways  of  cultivating  his  (Kendly  dis- 
posiuon,  and  exciting  his  apprehensions.  The  Count 
d'Espilly  informed  me  of  a  circumstance,  that  marked 
strongly  the  rancor  of  the  Bridsh  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  to  us.  I  omitted  mentioning  it  to  you,  because  I 
vrished  to  have  previously  an  exact  detail  of  the  trans- 
actioQ  in  writing  from  the  Count  himself.  Ha  tells  me, 
that  alter  Mr.  Lamb's  departure  from  Algiers,  the  British 
Consul  at  Barcelona,  Mr.  Gregory,  advised  Mr.  Logie, 
Consul  at  Algiers,  that  the  Spanish  papers  procured  by 
Vol.  111—16 
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Ml.  Lamb  for  hjs  vessd,  were  not  regular,  ihat  Mr. 
Lamb  had  taken  with  him  eighty  tbousaod  dollars.  Sec. 
and  that  the  Dey  might  seize  the  vessel  as  American 
property.  Mr.  Lo^e  immediately  commumcated  this 
information  to  the  Dey.  The  vessel  having  been  sent 
by  the  Count  d'Espilly's  desire,  to  Tunb,  on  public 
business,  the  Dey  replied,  that  he  had  permitted  the 
American  officers  to  land,  that  they  were  gone  away, 
and,  as  be  supposed,  had  taken  their  money  with  them ; 
that  the  vessel  was  now  under  his  protection,  and  con- 
cluded, by  telling  the  Consul  to  mind  his  own  business, 
and  not  intermeddle  in  future,  with  what  did  not  concern 
him.  This  conduct  of  the  British  Consul  must  arise 
Irom  the  Court,  for  their  private  characters  are  good,  and 
they  are  men  of  liberal  and  humane  principles.  As 
soon  as  the  treaty  is  publbhed,  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of 
it.  D'Elspilly  will 'return  in  a  few  weeks  to  Algiera,  to 
terminate  the  ransom  of  the  slaves,  and  to  lud  the  Neo- 
poUtan  and  Portuguese  Envoys  in  their  negotiatbns,  the 
result  of  which  b  doubtfid.  These  pirates  will  have 
Russia  and  the  Emperor  on  their  hands,  as  in  the  last 
cruise,  they  have  taken  a  Russian  vessel  worth  eighty 
thousand  dollars,  and  a  Tuscan  ship,  with  forty  prison- 
ers. The  Russian  Minister  at  this  Court,  to  whom  I 
gave  the  first  informauon  of  thb  capture,  telb  me  that  he 
will  write  to  the  Dey  as  a  Pacha  of  the  Tuitoh  Em- 
pire, and  enclose  him  a  copy  of  the  article  of  their  treaty 
with  the  Porte,  demanding  an  immediate  restitution  of 
the  vessel  and  people,  with  damages.  He  added,  that 
he  is  sure  of  the  approbation  of  his  sovereign,  who  will 
be  pleased  to  see  one  of  her  Ministers  writing  in  a 
haughty  stile  to  a  power,  that  all  Europe  courts  at  pre- 
sent.    When  shall  we  be  in  a  situation  to  do  thb?" 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  1^3 

"  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  for  Mr.  Lamb, 
which  1  suppose  to  be  irom  you,  and  shdl  fixward  it  this 
ni^t  to  Albant." 

"P.  S.  Ihave  justremarkedyourcardofthe  7th  July, 
which  escaped  my  attenUon  when  I  wrote  the  above. 
The  letter  enclosed,  is  from  Mrs.  Lamb,  advising  me, 
that,  by  her  husband's  direction,  she  had  drawn  on  me 
£h  five  hundred  pounds  sterling ;  I  forward  the  letter  for 
his  advice,  he  has  left  money  in  my  banker's  hands  here, 
but  of  which  I  never  choose  to  have  the  disposition." 


TBOH   JOHN    LAMB   TO    THOMAS    JEr^KKSO^. 

MaM,  July  15,  1786. 
I  received  your  E^ellency's  letters  of  the  20th  inst. 
and  find  by  them  that  Mr.  Randall  had  not  then  come 
to  Paris.  By  Mr.  Randall  1  stated  the  exact  situation 
of  our  affiiirs  at  Algiers,  and  sent  forward  a  duplicate 
of  the  same  to  Congress.  The  demands  at  Algiers,  no 
doubt,  vrill  be  great.  My  health  will,  by  no  means, 
admit  of  undertakmg  the  journey  your  Excellency  points 
out.  I  dare  say  my  indispodtion  will  be  a  sufficient 
excuse.  If  it  is  not,  in  duty  to  myself,  I  have  no  fiir- 
ther  pretensions  to  this  business,  and  beg  that  my  rea- 
sonable accounts  may  be  settled.  It  will  take  some- 
time  to  collect  my  accounts.  I  am  under  bonds  at  Bar- 
celona, for  the  money  I  extracted  for  the  purposes  of 
Algiers.  I  le(l  the  vessel  m  the  Spanish  service  when 
I  left  Algiers,  as  I  wrote,  and  she  now  is  here  under 
quarantine,  and  cannot  yet  be  come  at.     Not  doubting 
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but  I  should  have  gone  baok,  1  left  many  things  liiere, 
but  as  soon  as  may  be,  I  mil  collect  all,  and  my  accounts. 
When  that  is  done,  I  hope  I  shall  be  settled  with  in 
Europe,  as  that  was  promised  before  I  left  America.  My 
letter  of  credit  will  be  returned  to  your  Excellency's 
orders.  I  have  drawn  as  I  have  advised.  I  have  letters 
dated  Algiers,  the  llth  July,  1786;  no  mote  of  our  ves- 
sels were  then  token.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  some 
orders  should  be  given  on  account  of  our  unfortunate 
people  in  Algiers.  I  have  presumed  to  supply  them  with 
upwards  of  eight  hundred  hard  dollars,  lor  their  past  ex- 
penses and  clothing. 

With  due  respect,  8cc. 

JOHN  LAMB. 


FBOH    JOHN    LAHB    TO   TBOHAS  JEFPEBSON. 

Alicant,  Jnly  18,  ir86. 
July  15th  I  forwarded  to  your  Excellencies,  a  lettec 
of  which  this  is  nearly  a  duplicate,  as  my  first  may  not 
come  to  hand.  I  find  your  Excellency  had  not  received 
my  letters,  i  wrote  by  Mr.  Randall.  In  them  I  gave  an 
exact  account  of  Algieis,  as  I  could  collect,  whilst  I 
stayed  in  that  place,  and  likemsc  how  we  were  situated 
there,  and  sent  duplicates  of  the  same  to  Con^^s,  and 
by  safe  opportuniuee,  Mie  via  Cadiz,  under  cover  to  Mr. 
Gardoqu),  directly  to  New  York,  and  Mr.  Randall 
writes  me  of  the  20th  June,  Bourdeaux,  that  he  had  for- 
warded the  other  immediately,  to  Philadelphia,  so  that 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  of  Congress  having  ax  Ml  an 
account  of  all  my  proceeding,  as  if  1  w«ce  present  loy- 
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self,  for  I  can  atld  nothmg  to  the  account  I  have  ^ven  to 
your  Excellency,  neither  to  Congress,  were  I  present. 
I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  all  my  letters  to  Congress, 
since  I  have  been  (hi  this  business,  at  the  same  time  I 
wrote  to  your  Excellency.  My  indisposition  will  not 
permit  me  to  undertake  the  journey  that  your  Excdlen- 
cy  has  pointed  out,  therefore  I  am  under  the  necessity 
to  beg  a  settleniNit  of  my  reasonable  accounts,  since  1 
have  been  (w  this  journey,  and  return  the  letter  of  credit 
to  your  Excellency's  orders.  I  had  announced  an  ac- 
quaintance with  one  of  the  principal  officers  at  Algiers, 
and  £:om  him  I  had  great  expectaticms  of  a  settlement 
with  that  regency  by  next  season,  or  at  least  to  have  the 
last  price  for  our  unfortunate  people,  and  what  they 
would  have  for  a  peace,  and  to  strive  for  hostile  proceed- 
ings to  cease  for  one  year,  so  that  Congress  might  have 
mote  tane  to  prepare,  and  supposed  that  in  ease  1  brought 
to  pass  the  above  which  I  had  every  encouragement  of, 
it  would  at  least  be  worth  the  expenses  we  have  already 
beem.  at.  These  were  my  reasons  and  these  my  pros- 
pects, and  in  consequence  of  the  same,  I  thought  best 
to  persevere,  and  exhibited  as  soon  as  I  possibly  could  to 
Ministers  and  likewise  to  Congress.  As  I  well  know 
bow  far  short  the  appropriation  was  for  the  peace,  and 
that  nothing  could  he  added  to  it  by  gentlemen  abroad ;  it 
is  my  opinion  that  it  b  out  of  the  power  of  the  United 
Slates  to  force  those  people  to  a  compliance  of  a  peace, 
and  to  have  them  goiBg  on  in  the  manner  ibey  do,  it  is 
not  so  •meH.  To  buy  a  peace  will  no  doubt  cost  a  eoo^ 
demble  sun ;  but  nations  poaseeaii^  a  strong  navy  have 
prefomd  a  purchase,  Sec. 

I  am  smeMe  Aal  yew  Escc^lracy  has  received 
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inan^  letters  from  geqtleiiien  on  my  mission,  and  I  tbiDk 
they  wrote  without  considention,  as  in  faet  when  tfae^ 
wrote  tbey  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  A  letter  has 
been  sent  to  your  Excellency  from  Algieis,  or  rather  for- 
warded from  Madrid.  The  gentleman  who  wrote  that 
letter,  knew  nothing  of  my  husiness  in  Algiers,  and  of 
course  could  nctf  write  the  truth,  I  find  stHue  of  the  sen- 
tences in  his  letter  speaking  of  my  bueiness  are  entirely 
false.  It  is  necessary  to  have  some  order  given  on  ac- 
count of  our  people  in  Algiers :  they  were  stripped  of 
their  clothing  and  had  many  necessary  debts  agunstthem 
when  I  come  to  Algiers.  Out  of  humanity  I  paid  for 
•their  clothes,  and  the  rest  of  their  obUgations  I  paid, 
considering  them  reasonable,  and  they  amoimted  with 
what  money  1  left  to  upwards  of  800  hard  dollars,  leav- 
ing some  money  with  thetn  ;  now  they  write  me  it  is  al- 
most out,  and  very  soon  they  will  be  in  a  very  miserable 
condition  indeed  i 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  LAMJ3. 


TBOM  THOMAS   JEFFEaSON    TO  lOHN  JAX. 

Fuit,  Anput  13,  1796. 
Sir, 
The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Barclay,  and  one  Irom 
Mr.  Carmicbael,  of  which  I  send  you  extracts,  are  come 
to  Imnd  this  morning,  which  is  in  time  for  them  to  go  by 
the  same  gentleman  who  carries  my  letter  of  the  11th. 
I  observe  what  Mr.  Carmichael  says  on  the  subject  of 
the  Portuguese  treaty,  "lamsorry  itmpets  withdifficul- 
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lies."  I  doubt,  however,  whether  he  ascribes  tbem  to 
thni  true  cause,  when  he  supposes  they  are  occasioned 
by  M.  del  Pinto's  being  of  a  party  opposed  to  that  of 
their  Minister  at  Madrid.  The  cause  is  not  proportioned 
to  the  efiect.  The  treaty  between  France  and  England 
has  lately  been  thought  to  have  become  stationary.  This 
is  conjectured  fix>m  the  rigor  of  the  custom-bouses,  much 
increased  by  a  late  order,  as  also  from  some  other  circum- 
stances. The  overtures  between  England  and  Portugal 
are  animated  in  proportion ;  and  in  the  same  degree,  I  sus- 
pect, that  the  latter  lessens  her  care  about  us.  If  her 
wines  were  to  become  superfluous  at  the  English  market, 
she  wished  and  hoped  to  find  a  great  me  with  us,  open 
to  receive  tbem.  M.  del  Pinto's  courier,  which  carried 
the  treaty  to  Falmouth,  arrived  a  few  hours  too  late  for 
the  LJshon  packet  boat.  This  lost  a  month  in  the  con- 
veyance, and  that  month,  by  producing  new  prospects, 
has  been  critical.  There  is  not  a  want  of  probability 
that  del  Pinto  himself,  mil  succeed  to  the  deceased  Min- 
ister  in  Portugal.  This  would  be  favorable  to  our 
treaty,  and  fortunate  for  us,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of 
a  connexion  with  that  nation.  He  is  sensible,  candid, 
and  has  just  ideas  as  to  us,  and  favorable  dispositions  !»• 
wards  us.  I  expect  that  Mr.  Adams  is  at  this  moment  at 
the  Hague,  as  be  intmded  there  to  take  leave  of  that 
Court,  and  at  the  same  tune  to  exchange  the  ratiGcation 
of  the  Prussian  treaty ;  but  I  send  on  to  London  copies 
of  the  enclosed,  in  hopes  he  will  speedily  be  returned 
there.  1  shall  propose  to  him  that  we  consider  whether 
the  c«iduct  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers  leaves  any  hope,  that 
any  iiegoriator  could  obtain  bis  peace,  without  a  piodi- 
pous  addition  to  the  price  we  had  thought  of?    If  we 
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conclude  on  Uw  negative,  still  it  will  remain  to  decide 
whether  the  expense  of  Mr.,Barclay's  going  there,  may 
not  be  compensated  by  additional  information,  by  the 
possibility  that  he  might  find  tbeii  ultimatum,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  relieying  the  mind  of  Congress  from  all  sus- 
penBe,  by  possessing  them  of  this  ultimatum.  The  peace 
of  Spain  too,  being  concluded,  b  to  beaeen  whether  their 
interference  can  weigh  as  money.  It  has  done  so  at  Mo- 
rocco, but  Algiers  is  a  fiercer  power. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


IBOH    THOlUa  BABCLAT  TO     JOHN   ADAMS    AND   THOMAS 
JEFFXRSON. 

Motoceo,  JuDC  36,  17S6. 
Gentlemen, 
This  day  week  we  arrived  here,  since  which,  I  have 
bad  two  audiences  of  bis  Majesty,  the  first,  a  public  one, 
and  the  second,  a  private  ooe,  yesterday.  It  is  but  a 
jew  minutes  since,  I  heard  that  a  courier  will  depart  this 
evening  for  DaraKieyda,  and  I  have  not  time  to  enter 
into  particulars.  It  will  be  agreeable,  however,  ibr  jaa 
to  know  that  ^e  last  draft  of  the  treaty  is  made,  and  will 
probably  be  «gned  in  a  few  days,  and  that  our  stay  here 
will  not  exceed  that  of  a  week  from  this  time ;  I  believe 
you  will  be  satisfied  on  the  whole,  as  there  is  only  one 
arOcle  more,  I  could  wish  to  be  inserted,  aqd  that,  1 
really  think,  in  all  human  probability,  will  never  prove  of 
the  le^  consequence.  I  shall  proceed  to  Tan^ersy  and 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  sending  you  a  more  detailed 


D,gn,-.rih;GOO^Ie 


DIPLOUATIC  CORBESPONDENCE.  129 

account  of  oui  proceediags.  In  the  meanUme,  I  recom- 
mend your  transmitting,  as  soon  as  possible,  through  Mr. 
Carmichael,  the  powers  to  treat  with  Tunis  and  Tripoli, 
and  (if  Mr.  Lamb  has  declined  all  further  concern)  for 
Algiers.  II  you  had  a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  I  flatter 
myself  the  rest  would  follow,  and  at  all  events  Tunis 
and  Tripoli  should  be  invited  to  our  friendship. 

rniere  is  a  young  man  now  under  my  care,  who  has 
been  a  slave  some  time  with  the  Arabs  in  the  Desert,  his 
name  is  James  Mercier,  boro  in  tbe  town  of  Suffiilk, 
Nansemond  county,  Virginia.  Tbe  King  sent  him  after 
the  first  audience,  and  I  shall  take  him  to  Spain.  I  have 
no  time  to  add,  but  that  I  am,  gentlemen,  &ec. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


Ectract  of  a  letter  from  fftUiatn  Carmchael  to  Tkomat 
Jeffenon. 

Madrid,  Jul]'  31,  17B6. 
"  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  conveying  to  you  the  com- 
munications made  me  by  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca, 
respecdng  the  mission  ofMr.  Barclay  in  Morocco,  I  have 
received  the  enclosed  letter  for  your  Excellency  from 
that  gentleman,  the  contents  of  which  are  known  to  me. 
I  do  not  know  what  Congress  may  decide  with  regard  to 
the  other  Barbary  States ;  but  I  am  persuaded,  that  in  our 
actual  circumstances,  negotiation  will  cost  less  than  arma- 
ments, although  I  desire  to  see  the  commencement  of  a 
military  marine.  I  have  hinted,  that  it  might  be  possi- 
ble to  draw  in  the  Italian  powers,  in  case  thai  hostile 
Vol.  in.— n 
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measures  should  be  adopted  by  tbe  States,  to  contribute, 
in  some  measure,  to  delray  the  immense  expense  that 
these  armaments  must  occasion.  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  your  Excellency's  consideration  this  circum- 
stance, I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  acquired  the  confi- 
dene  of  the  corps  diplomatique  from  Italy  to  this  Court, 
and  [  think,  or  1  should  not  mention  to  you,  that  I  may 
be  of  some  use  to  inspire  sentiments,  and  to  sketch  the 
outlines  of  projects  advantageous  to  our  interests,  should 
Congress  decide  to  arm  instead  of  negotiating.  The 
Court  of  Spain  has  conducted  itself  so  generously  in 
our  affairs  with  the  Emperor  of  Mcffocco,  1  have  so 
many  reasons  to  be  assured  of  the  King's  and  Minis- 
ter's desire,  to  serve  us  in  promoting  our  accommoda-. 
tion,  vritli  the  other  Barbary  powers;  that  if  my  advice 
could  have  the  least  weight,  I  should  counsel  our 
Ministers  to  solicit  the  gocxl  offices  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  to  fiirther  the  views  of  the  States  on  this  head. 
I  will  stake  my  reputation  on  the  best  endeavors  of  Spain, 
and  forfeit  all  confidence,  if  tbe  Count  de  Florida  Blanca 
doth  not  act  as  efficaciously,  as  circumstances  will  permit 
him,  to  efiect  what  he  hath  already  promised  me.  You, 
sir,  ought  to  know  our  present  utuation,  particularly  with 
Great  Britain,  i  have  just  leamed  pontiveb/  what  I 
suspected  long  ttgo,  that  the  British  Ministry  would  ac- 
commodate their  disputes,  with  respect  to  the  Mosquito 
shore  with  Spain.  This  has  been  done  to  the  satis&ction 
of  this  Court.  Campo,  at  London,  has  the  merit  of  this 
sort  of  convention ;  though  the  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
here  has  had  the  whole  trouble,  I  have  not  seen  the 
articles  of  this  arrangement,  but  I  know  that  the  British 
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are  to  evacuate  the  Mosquito  shore,  and  that  they  tbiak 
themselres  recompensed  by  cesuons  more  extensive  in 
another  quarter. 

"  The  accommodation  between  this  Court  and  that  of 
Naples,  as  proposed  by  France,  will  not  be  accepted,  at 
the  same  time,  permit  me  to  ask  in  what  state  our  treaty 
is  with  Naples?  I  have  a  sure  channel  to  convey  such 
insinuations  as  may  be  thought  proper,  to  the  persons 
who  have  the  influence  most  important  there.  Mr. 
Lamb's  bad  state  of  health,  it  seems,  doth  not  permit 
his  speedy  return  lo  America.  There  is  little  appear- 
ance tlut  either  Naples  or  P<HtugaI  will  make  their  peace 
with  the  R«geDcy.  Om  treaty  meets  with  obstacles 
much  greater  than  you  apprehended,  with  Portugal. 
Permit  me  to  tell  you,  that  there  is  a  great  probability, 
that  the  Ambassador  of  that  nation  here  will  be  ap- 
pointed first  Minister,  that  the  Chevalier  del  I^to  is 
of  another  party." 

"  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  has  been  indisposed  for 
scmie  time ;  this  is  a  public  misfortune,  but  still  more  to 
me,  personally.  Mr.  Barclay  mentions  to  me,  that  the  En- 
glish are  in  disgrace  in  Morocco.  If  your  powers  from 
Congress  are  so  extensive,  as  to  admit  Mr.  Barclay's  ne- 
gotiating in  Barbaiy,  if  even  you  can,  conjointly  with 
Mr.  Adams,  take  upon  you  what  certainly  I  would  do,  to 
consult  the  public  interest  without  orders  ;  you  will  allow 
that  gentleman  to  make  overtures,  in  order  to  prevent 
hostilities,  at  least  lo  give  time  to  Congress,  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  judge  proper.  Be  assured  that 
all  that  I  can  do  to  second  the  operations  of  a  man  pro- 
per to  be  employed  as  he  is,  I  shall  do  cheerfully." 
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FROM   JOHH  JAV   TO   TH0U1.S    JCFFBRSOH. 


Dear  Sir, 
The  fngate  called  the  South  Carolina,  belonging  to 
that  State,  assisted  Spain  at  the  reduction  of  Providence 
and  the  Bahama  Islands.  To  obtun  compensation  for 
which,  Congress,  at  the  instance  of  the  State,  have  di- 
rected application  to  be  made  to  the  Court  of  Madrid. 
The  Piiace  of  Luxemburgh  is,  it  seems,  interested  in  the 
frigate,  and  in  the  expected  compensation.  The  Dele- 
gates of  South  Carolina  think  his  infiueDCe,  if  exerted, 
would  conduce  much  to  the  Success  of  the  application. 
Your  endeavors  to  obtain  his  aid  and  suppwt  are  request- 
ed ;  and  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  here- 
with, the  papers  relative  to  that  transaction,  under  an  un- 
sealed cover,  directed  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  to  whom  be 
pleased  to  forward  them,  and  from  time  to  time,  to  give 
him  such  advice  and  intelligence  as  may  Militate  the 
execution  of  his  instructioDS  on  this  subject. 
With  great  esteem  and  regard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROH   JOHN    JAV   TO   THOMAS  JEFrXIBSOM. 


Dear  Sir, 
Since  closing  my  despatches  to  you  of  the  1st  instant, 
1  learn  from  the  Consul  of  France,  that  the  Piince  of 
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Luxemburgh  was  only  the  ostensible  owner  of  the  South 
Carolina  frigate,  and  that  she,  in  reality,  belonged  to 
the  King  of  France,  who  was  entitled  to  a  fourth  of 
her  prizes  and  profits.  This  infotmation  indnces  me  to 
think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  converse  on  the  sub- 
ject vrith  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  prerious  to  any  ap- 
plication to  the  Prince.  These  despatches  will  explain 
this  letter. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  inc. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOH    JOHN    JAS    TO  THOMAS    JEFFERSON. 


Dear  Sir, 

Hy  last  to  you  was  dated  S7th  October,  by  the  way 
of  London,  since  which  I  have  been  honored  with  yours 
of  the  llth  and  13th  August.  They  both  arrived  the 
33rd  November  last,  but  Congress  not  having  made  a 
house  ^nce  the  7th  of  that  month,  diey  have  not  yet 
been  officially  communicated. 

The'  information  relative  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  instruc- 
tions, is  in  direct  opposition  to  intelligence  I  have  recmved 
on  the  same  subject,  fran  persons  in  London,  who  have 
opportunities  of  knowing  the  truth,  and  whose  credit  is 
unquestionable.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  they  may 
have  been  either  accidentally  or  designedly  deceived.  A 
variety  of  ccuuderations,  and  some  facts,  afford  room  for 
suspicions  that  there  is  an  understanding,  between  the  in- 
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surgents  in  Massachusetts,  and  some  leading  person  in 
Canada,  but  whether  with  (»  without  the  consent  or  con- 
nivance of  the  British  Goyemment,  is  still  to  be  ascer- 
tained. Ilere  is  so  much  evidence  of  their  having  sent 
emissaries  to  Quebec,  and  of  propositions  made  to,  and 
received,  by  them,  frtHo  a  character  of  distinction  there, 
that  I  am  induced  to  think  there  is  at  least  scnne  truth  in 
it.  A  report  has  also  circulated,  that  the  insurgents  have 
money  and  pay,  i>ot  only  for  supplies  and  ammunition, 
but  also  for  personal  services.  This  bet  is  as  yet  sup- 
ported by  slender  proof;  «o  much  so,  that  my  judgment 
remains  undecided  and  in  suspense  about  it.  Intimations 
have  been  given,  that  the  people  of  Vermont  are  less  and 
less  anxious  to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and 
that  they  rather  incline  to  a  c<Hinexion  of  some  kind  or 
other,  with  Britain,  than  with  us.  This,  also,  remains  to. 
be  proved.  Two  circumstances,  however,  give  it  some 
appearance  of  probability,  viz:  it  is  said  and  believed 
ibej  talked  with^Sir  Guy  Carleton  dumg  the  war,  and 
tbey  know  that  by  remaining  separate  from  the  Suites, 
they  will  also  remain  uncharged  with  our  debts. 

An  idea  that  may  do  mischief,  has  been  very  iocau- 
tioosly  dropped  where  it  should  never  have  entered — 
that  the  interests  of  the  Atlantic  and  western  parts  of 
the  United  States  toe  distinct,  and  that  the  growth  of  the 
Utter,  teni£og  to  diminish  that  of  the  fonner,  the  western 
people  have  reason  to  be  jealous  of  the  northern.  If 
Britain  really  means  to  do  us  barm,  she  will  adopt  and 
impress  this  idea. 

Yon  will  perceive,  from  the  public  papers,  that  the 
Govonroent  of  Massaebnsetts  has  behaved  mih  great 
moderation  and  condescenBioa  towards  the  iusaigents ; 
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nicwe  so,  in  my  opinion,  than  was  wise.  Obita  prinapiU 
always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  maxim  very  applicable  to 
such  cases.  Those  malcontents,  undoubtedly,  meao 
more  than  the  redress  of  grievances,  which  their  leaders 
complain  of,  and  there  is  little  doubt,  but  that  those  lead- 
eis  have  more  extensive  views,  than  their  followers  sus- 
pect. During  the  winter  Uiey  may,  perhaps,  condnae 
quiet,  but  if,  during  the  course  of  it,  they  should  be  able 
to  bring  their  afiairs  into  system,  and  either  obtiun,  or  be 
promised,  foreign  countenance  and  aid,  they  will  proba- 
bly give  us  trouble  io  the  spring.  These  people  bear  no 
resemblance  to  an  F-ngliati  mob ;  they  are  more  tempe- 
rate, cool  and  regular  to  their  conduct.  They  have 
hitherto  abstained  bom  plunder,  nor  have  they,  that  I 
know  of,  committed  any  outrages,  but  such  as  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  purpose  made  necessary.  I  bear  to- 
day, that  some  of  their  leaders,  in  one  of  the  counties, 
have  certainly  been  taken  by  a  pany  of  horss  from  Ba»- 
tcu. 

In  my  letter  of  the  37th  October,  1  enclosed  a  copy 
d*  an  act  of  CcHigress,  authorising  you  to  settle  the  a&it 
of  Schweighauser,  and  directing  the  Board  of  Treasury 
to  Ainii^  you  with  the  necessary  information.  I  pre- 
sume therefore,  that  such  part  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
August,  as  relates  to  that  matter,  will  be  referred  to  the 
Board,  and  that  the  Commissioners  according  to  ord^, 
will  collect  and  transmit  to  you  the  intelligence  in  ques- 
tion. 

My  sentiments  respecting  the  discussion  of  this  matter 
with  the  Court,  perfectly  correspond  with  yottrs. 

The  ^tuation  of  our  caprire  countrymen  at  Algiers  is 
much  to  be  lamented,  and  the  more  so  as  their  deliver- 
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aDce  is  difficult  to  etkct.  Congress  cannot  commaDd 
money  for  that,  nor  indeed,  tor  oth»  very^  important  pur- 
poses. Their  requisitions  produce iittle,  and  government 
(if  it  may  be  called  a  government)  is  so  inadequate  to  its 
objects,  that  essential  alterations,  or  essential  erib  must 
take  place.  1  hope  you  tmve  received  the  order  of  Con- 
gress for  Mr.  Lamb's  recall,  another  copy  of  it  is  here- 
witb  enclosed. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  delays  of  Portugal  proceed 
from  the  cause  you  suggest.  We  hear  the  treaty  be- 
tween France  and  Britain  will  be  concluded ;  if  so,  many 
consequences  will  doubtless  result  from  it  to  us,  as  well 
as  Portugal.  Some  suspect  that  France  and  England 
will  pursue  similar  systems  of  colonial  commerce  with  us. 
Of  this,  however,  some  doubts  remain  on  my  mind. 
This  country  is  still  exceedmgly  out  of  humor  with  Bii- 
tain,  and  every  commercial  privilege  we  have  from 
France,  beyond  what  Britain  admits,  increases  it,  and 
strengthens  our  predilections  for  France.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Court  is  not  sufficiently  apprised  of  the  ex- 
pediency, of  having  a  discreet'  liberal  minded  Mimster 
here.  It  b  important,  to  both  countries,  that  France 
should  have  none  but  exact  and  candid  representations 
from  h^ce  ;  and  although  that  may  possibly  be  the  case 
in  general  at  present,  yet  there  b  some  evidence  of  <me 
of  their  Consub  having  written,  that  we  suspected  their 
sincerity  in  promoting  our  peace  with  Barbary.  Such 
communications  may  tend  to  illustrate  the  penetration 
and  intelligence  of  the  writer;  but  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  them  warranted  by  facts,  nor  ccmducive  to  mutual 
confidence.  We  know  that  European  commercial  na- 
tions never  rejoice  to  see  a  rival  at  peace  with  those 
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pirates,  but  we,  neTeitbeless,  tlnnk  that  Fraiieefaas  more 
ioddoanenn  to  do  us  good  than  evil ;  ospecially  on  that 
and  such  occaraona.  If  oinr  Ooverament  could  draw 
fixth  the  resourees  of  the  country,  which,-  notwithstaDd- 
ing  all  appearances  to  the  contrary,  are  abundant,  I 
diould  prefer  war  to  tribute,  and  cany  on  our  Mediterra- 
nean trade  in  vessels  armed  and  manned  at  the  public 
expense.  I  daily  become  more  and  more  confinned  in 
the  opinion,  that  Govenunent  should  be  divided  into  ex- 
eoutive,  legislative  and  judicial,  departments.  Congress 
is  unequal  to  the  fiist,  very  fit  for  tbe  second,  and  but  ill 
calculated  for  the  third.  So  much  time  is  spent  in  de- 
fiberation,  that  the  season  for  Action  often  passes  by  be- 
fcte  diey  decide  en  what  should  be  done  ;  nor  is  there 
much  more  secieey  than  expedition  in  their  measures. 
These  ioconvenieoces  arise,  not  from  personal  dbqualifi- 
cations,  but  fivm  tbe  nature  and  oonstniction  of  the  Go- 


lf Congress  had  money  to  purchase  peace  of  Algiers, 
iX  redeem  the  captives  there,  it  certaiidy  would,  'accord- 
ing to  their  present  ideas,  be  well  to  lole  no  time  in  doing 
both.  Neltber  pdns  nor  expense,  if  within  any  tolera- 
ble hmits,  should  be  spared  to  ransom  our  fellow  citi- 
zens ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  no  money  is  to  be  expected 
at  present  from  hence,  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be  right 
to  make  itew  loans,  until  fre  bare,  at  least,  some  prospect 
of  paying  tbe  interest  due  on  former  ones.  Our  country 
is  fertile,  abounding  in  usefiil  producrions,  and  (hose  pro- 
ductions in  damsBd,  and  bearii^  a  good  price,  yet  relax- 
ation in  government,  and  extrav^tnce  in  mdividuali, 
areate  much  public  and  private  distress,  and  much  pub- 
lic and  private  want  ot  good  faiUi. 
Vol.  III.— 18 
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The  puUic  papers  mil  tell  you 'bow  much  lea^oti  we 
■  bare  to  apprehend  an  Indian  war,  and  to  suspect  Uwt 
BcitaiD  instigates  it.  In  my  opinion,  our  Indian  affitirs 
have  been  ill  managed.  Details  would  b&  tedious.  In- 
dians have  been  murdered  by  our  people  in  cold  blood, 
and  no  satisfaction  given ;  nor  are  they  pleased  with  the 
avidity  with  which  we  seek  to  acquire  their  lands. 
Would  it  not  be  wiser,  gradually  to  extend  our  settle- 
ments, as  want  of  room  should  make  it  necessary,  than 
to  pitch  our  tents  through  the  wilderness,  in  a  great  vtt^ 
riety  of  places,  far  distant  fjom  each  other,  and  from 
those  advantages  of  education,  civilization,  law  and  gov- 
enunent,  which  compact  settlements  and  neightx»faood 
affiird  ?  Shall  we  not  fill  the  vnldemess  with  white 
savages,  and  will  diey  not  become  more  formidable  to  us, 
than  the  tawny  ones  who  now  inhabit  it  ? 

As  to  the  sums  of  money  expected  from  the  sate  of 
those  lands,  I  suspect  we  ^all  be  deceived,  for,  at  what- 
ever price  they  may  be  sold,  (he  collection  and  payment 
of  it  will  not  be  easily  accomplished. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


TROH   THOUAS   JzrrEBSblT   TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Pwis,  SepteiDbcF  26, 1786. 

Sir, 

The  last  letters  I  bad  the  honor  of  writing  you,  were 

of  the  11th  and  13th  August;  since  that,  I  have  been 

favored  with  yours  of  July  I4th  and  August   18th.     I 

now  enclose  you  such  letters  on  the  Barbary  negotia- 
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tions  as  have  come  to  hand  since  my  last,  with  these  is 
the  copy  of  a  joint  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  aod  myself, 
to  Mr.  Lamb.  In  mine,  of  August  13tb,  I  meotioDed 
that  I  had  proposed  it  as  a  subject  of  consideration  to 
Mr.  Adams,  whether  the  missioa  of  Mr.  Barclay  to  Al- 
giers might  answer  any  good  pui|K)ses.  He  is  of  opinicm 
that  it  could  oot ;  I  have,  therefiire,  informed  Mr.  Bar- 
clay, who,  by  this  time  is  pr&bably  in  Spain,  that  be  is 
at  liberty  to  return  to  this  place,  to  London  or  America, 
as  he  shall  think  proper.  You  will  perceive  by  the  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Carmichael,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Counts  de  Florida  Blanca  cmd  d'Espilly,  that  a  treaty 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte  is  necessary,  before  one  can  be 
made  with  Alters:  Such  a  treaty  wiU  require  presents, 
not  indeed  as  the  price  of  th^  peace,  but  such  as  are 
usually  made  in  compliment  to  their  Ministers.  But  as 
it  would  be  ineffectual  towards  opening  to  us  the  Medi- 
terranean, until  a  peace  with  Algiers  can  be  obtained, 
there  seems  lo  be  no  reastm  for  pressing  it  till  ttiere  is  a 
prospect  of  settlement  with  the  Algerines. 

Since  the  death  of  the  King  of  Prus»a,  the  symploms 
of  war  between  the  Porte  and  the  Russians  and  Veai- 
tians,  have  become  stronger  ;  I  think  it  is  the  opinion  of 
tins  Court,  however,  that  there  will  be  no  war  shortly  on 
the  continent.  I  judge  this,  as  well  from  other  informa- 
tion, as  from  the  cu«umstance  of  a  late  reduction  of  their 
land  force.  All  their  military  preparations  seem  to  be 
agamgt  a  naval  war ;  nevertheless,  theu*  treaty  with  Eng- 
land has  lately  taken  a  sudden  start,  declarations  have 
been  exchanged  between  the  negotiatcffs,  in  the  nature 
of  preliminaries  to  a  definitive  treaty,  the  particulars  of 
these  declarations  are  not  yet  certainly  known. 
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I  was  tsked  by  the  Imperial  Ambasssdor,  .wh«tber  I 
bad  Tfceived  an  answa  on  the  subject  of  his  prapoaitioa 
to  renew  our  powers  to  treat  with  bis  Sovereign.  A.  dis- 
critnina,don  wbich  they  understand  to  have  been  made  in 
America,  between  the  subjects  o£  powers  having  treaties 
with  us,  and  those  having  none,  serans  to  be  the  motive 
of  their  pressing'  this  matter. 

It  being  known,  that  M.  de  Caloniies,  the  Minister  of 
Finance  for  this  country,  is  at  bis  wits  end  how  to  raise 
supplies  tor  the  ensuing  year,  a  proposition  has  been 
made  him  by  a  Dutch  company,  to  purchase  the  debt  of 
the  United  States  to  thi*  country  Sdt  twenty  milUoos  of 
livres,  in  band ;  bis  necesuties  dispose  him  to  accede  to 
tbe  proposition,  but  a  hesitation  is  produced  by  the  ap- 
prehension, that  it  might  lessen  our  credit  in  Europe,  and 
perhaps  be  disagreeable  to  Congress.  I  have  been  con- 
sulted hereon  by  the  agent  of  that  company,  I  inibtmed 
him  that  1  could  not  judge  what  eSect  it  might  have  on 
our  credit,  and  was  not  anthoriKed,  either  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  the  traasaction.  I  have  since  reflected  on 
this  subject ;  if  there  be  a  danger  that  our  payments  may 
not  be  punctual,  it  might  be  better  that  tbe  disconleiUs 
which  would  ^ence  arise,  should  be  transfeired  from  a 
Court,  of  whose  good  will  we  have  so  much  need,  to  the 
toeasts  of  a  private  company.  But  it  has  occurred  to 
me,  that  we  might  find  occafflon  to  do  what  would  be 
grateful  to  this  Court,  and  establish  with  them  a  confi- 
dence in  out  honor.  I  am  informed  that  out  cnedit  in 
Holland  is  sound;  might  it  not  be  possible  then  to  borrow 
there  the  four  and  twenty  millions  due  to  this  oouatry, 
and  thus  pay  them  their  whole  debt  at  cmce?  This 
would  save  them  from  any  loss  on  our  account ;  tior  »  it 
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I'abk  to  the  objecUoa  of  impropriety  in  creating  oeW 
debts,  before  we  have  more  ceitain  means  of  paying 
them ;  it  is  only  intnsfening  a  debt  from  one  creditor  to 
another,  and  removing  the  causes  of  discontent  to  p»- 
soDS,  trith  whom  they  would  do  ui  less,  injury.  Think- 
ing that  this  matter  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  Confess, 
L  1  ]»ill  endeavor  that  the  negotiation  shall  be  retarded,  tiU 
it  may  be  possible  for  me  to  know  their  decisioii,  which, 
therefwe,  I  will  take  the  Uberty  of  praying  immediately. 
You  will  have  heard  before  this  comes  to  hand,  that 
the.  parties  in  the  United  Netherlands  have  come  to  aa 
op^i  rupture.  How  far  it  will  proceed,  cannot  now  be 
foreseen.  I  send  you  herewidi,  the  Gazettes  of  France 
and  Leyden  to  this  date. 

i  have  the  bon«  of  b^ei^,  &lc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


raoH  Ttioius  ttiACLi.it  to  messbs.  aoahs  and  jsr- 

FEBSON, 

Mttweco,  Joly  16,  17Bfit  , 
Gentlemen, 
I  wrote  you  on  the  26tb  of  last  month,  atxl  expect- 
ed to  bave  foUow«d  my  letter  in  a  week,  but  seven^ 
unforeseen  matters  bave  hidieito  detained  us ;  however, 
I  ^lect  we  shall  set  out  to-oiorrow  or  the  day  follow- 
ing.  The  13th  insunt  tbe  treaty  was  sent  to  «ae  by 
tbe  ESendi,  siace  which  some  important  ^U^atioas  have 
been  made,  which  the  viUainy  and  carelesaaess  of  the 
Talbe  HoudcwH  (to  whom  the  drawing  was  oommiuecl) 
made  seceesaiy;  and  yesterday  it  was  again  delivered  koon 
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Tahar  Fennkh,  to  whose  haads  the  King  committed  the 
amtngenieDt  of  the  matter.  It  still  wants  an  additional 
article,  or  rather  a  declaration,  which  his  Majesty  has 
permitted  to  he- made  in  his  name,  hut  which  he  desired 
might  not  make  a  part  of  the  treaty. '  When  this  is  done 
it  will  stand  aa  I  described  it  in  my  last  letter,  viz :  there 
is  only  one  article  more  I  wish  to  see  inserted,  and  that  1 
think  will  never  prove  of  any  consequence. 

When  I  send  you  the  treaty,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ac- 
company it  with  some  remarks,  with  which  I  will  not 
DOW  trouble  you ;  and  the  only  one  I  shall  make  is,  that 
the  King,  throughout  the  whole,  has  acted  in  a  manner 
the  most  gracious  and  condescending,  and  I  really  believe 
the  Americans  possess-as  much  of  his  respect  and  regard, 
a>  d<fes  any  Chrisdan  naUon  whatever.  If  you  should 
diink  my  services  at  Algiers,  Tunis  or  Tripoli,  necessary, 
I  hope  your  commands  will  meet  me  in  the  South  of 
Spain,  for  after  returning  to  Paris,  it  will  be  utterly  im- 
possible for  me  to  engage-  fiirther  in  the  business.  A 
peace  with  the  Barbary  powers  is  absolutely  essential  to 
the  commerce  of  our  country,  and  I  think  a  general  one 
might  be  made,  'notwithsUndmg  the  impediments  that 
appear.  The  Emperor  has  ordered  five  frigates  on  a 
cruise  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  He  is  now  at  peace  with 
all  the  world,  except  Itusna,  Malta,  Hamburg  and  Dant- 
mc.  A  treaty  with  Uie  first  of  these  powers  was  con- 
cluded on  and  the  articles  drawn,  but  it  was  aflerwards 
broken  off.  The  Emperor  complains  much  of  the  treat- 
ment he  receives  from  England,  and  Mr.  Duff,  who  came 
here  sometime  ago  as  Pro-Consul,  returned  the  day  be- 
fore we  anived,  highly  ofiended  at  his  reception,  the  Em- 
peror hanng  refused  to  receive  the  letter  which  Lord 
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Sydney  wrote,  saying  he  would  read  do  letters  from  Eng- 
land, but  such  as  were  wntten  by  the  King.  I  bad  a 
letter  yesteiday  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  was  in  great 
hopes  it  would  have  covered  one  from  you,  but  I  am 
hitherto  without  the  pleasure  of  hearing  fr<»n  you. 
I  am  always,  be. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM   THOHAl    BARCLAY   TO    MESSRS.     ADAMS     AND    JET- 
FERSON. 

Hogadore,  July  1786. 
Get]tlemen, 
I  wrote  you  from  Morocco  under  date  of  the  16th. 
As  I  do  nU  know  when  that  letter  is  likely  to  reach 
you,  I  trouble  you  now  with  a  copy  of  it ;  and  as  I 
shall  set  out  in  a  few  days  for  Tangiers,  I  defer;  until 
my  arrival  in  Europe,  being  par^ular. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  be.        • 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FBOH     THOMAS     BAKCLAT    TO     THOMAS    JBrPSBSOK     AND 
JOHN  ADAMS. 

D«n1be^  Auput  II,  17S6. 

Gentlemen, 

I  arrived  here  to^lay  and  shall  continue  my  journey  to 

Tang^rs  early  in  the  morning.     The  plague  being  at 

Coistantine,  occasions  a  rigorous  quarantine  of  fi^ty  diys 

(from  Barbary)  in  Spain,     I  shall  therefore  endeavor  to 
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get  into  Ceata,  which  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Spui- 
itrds,  ii  an  exception  to  the  above  remark,  «nd  I  think 
the  quarantine  from  thence  is  only  twelve  days. 

The  treaty  shall  be  forwarded  with  all  expedition,  as 
soon  as  1  arrive  in  Europe,  and  in  the  meantime,  I  am, 
gentlemen,  Sic. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


TBOM  JOHN  LAHB  TO  TBOHAS  ]KITZBSOH. 

'  Alicant,  Auguri  10,  1786. 
Finding  myself  unable  to  embark,  and  desiring  to  have 
my  declaration  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible,  accon^g 
to  your  Excellency's  orders,  I  have  sent  the  veisel  to 
^Te  the  earliest,  notice.  She  sailed  the  9lh  of  this  cur- 
rent, with  evety  truisaction  together  witb  ray  last  orders 
hoot  your  Excellency.  The  vessel  is  insured,  and  does 
not  sail  at  pubUc  expewe.  I  should  be  glad  if  I  couM 
hear  if  Mr.  Raadall  bad  arrived  and  had  delivered  to 
your  Excellency  my  declaration,  which  I  forwarded  by 
him.  At  the  recepdon  of  your  Excellency's  last  orders 
to  me,  I  stated  my  ^tmtioQ  in  two  letters,  one  of  the 
l&th,  and  the  other  of  the  18th  July,  I  hope  they  have 
cone  nfe  to  hand. 

I  un,  be. 

JOHN  LAMB. 
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rROM    lOHH     ADAMS  AND     THOMAS   JEFPKHSOH  TO      lOHS 
LAMB. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  15th  and 
19th  July  from  Alicam,  and  are  sorry  to  leant  that  your 
indisposition  discourages  you,  from  travelling  by  land  or 
by  sea. 

We  still  think  it  moEt  adviseable  both  for  yourovn  in- 
terest, andthat  of  the  United  States,  that  you  should  re- 
turn to  Congress  for  their  further  instructions  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  we  again  propose  to  you  to  embark  from 
Spain,  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Congress  have  never  iofiinned  us  (^any  promise  made, 
or  encomagemeat  pvea  you,  that  you  should  be  settled 
with  in  Europe,  and  we  think  it  best  you  should  settle 
with  their  Board  of  l^easuty.  rfevertfaeless  if  you 
transniit  (o  us  your  account,  we  will  adjust  it,  as  fitr  as  lies 
in  us,  subject  to  the  revisicm  of  Congress.  Your  letter  <^ 
cr«dit  we  wish  you  to  rtinm  to  tme  of  us,  by  the  first  op- 
portunity, as  you  will  not  have  occasion  to  draw  t^in 
by  virtue  of  it. 

Mr.  Randall  is  gone  to  New  York,  and  it  is  our  wish 
that  you  m^ht  be  there  with  him,  that  Congress  nught 
have  an  importunity  of  iBceiring  ham  both  together,  as 
nancb  infcotnatioa  as  posable,  that  you  might  mutually 
aid  each  other  in  setthng  your  accounts. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  8tc. 
JOHff  ADAMS, 
TH:  JEFFERSON. 
Vol.  ni— 19 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  f^tliam  Carmichaelto  Thomat 
JefferioH, 

St.  Udefbnw,  At^st  17,  17S6. 
Sir, 
I  had  thebonor  to  traDsmit,  on  the  15tb  July,  to  your 
Escellency,  a  copy  of  a  note  to  me  from  his  t^ellency 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  dated  13th,  eoclosing  ex- 
tracts of  a  letter  from  the  Spanish  Consul  Geneiul  in 
Morocco,  and  one  Qxan  the  principal  Minister  of  his  M. 
M.  relative  to  Mr.  Barclay's  negotiation.  On  the  Xlth 
instant  I  received  a  note  lixnn  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca,  with  a  copy  of  the  treaty  in  Spanish,  which  I 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Jay,  via  France,  by  the  last  post.  The 
Count  of  Florida  Blanca  having  requested  me  to  return 
the  copy  he  sent  me  for  my  perusal.  I  had  not  time  to 
make  out  a  second  for  my  own  use,  and  as  I  perceived, 
by  a  letter  which  I  lately  sent  y^xi  from  Mr.  Barclay, 
and  which  that  gentleman  lell  open  for  my  perusal,  that 
all  but  one  article  of  his  propositions  had  been  accepted, 
I  do  not  so  much  regret  my  want  of  time  to  transcribe  a 
copy  for  you.  I  think  it,  however,  proper  to  sulmiit  to 
your  perusal  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  hb  Moroccan 
Majesty  to  the  Consul  Generd  of  Spain,  which  proves 
the  essenUal  services  that  the  interference  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty  hath  rendered  the  United  States  on  this  occasion. 
It  is  as  follows  : 

"  Glory  to  God  alone.  There  is  no  strength  nor  power 
but  in  God.     (Seal.) 

To  the  Spanish  Consul — For  faim  who  follows  the 
true  path. 
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We  have  receired  thy  letter,  and  read  what  thou  hast 
written  concerning  the  Americans.  They  have  present- 
ed themselves,  bearing  a  letter  from  King  Charles,  for 
whose  sake  we  have  granted  their  requests  and  signed  the 
treaties,  which  they  offered  and  we  accepted.  We  here- 
with send  thee  copies  of  those  treaties,  m  order  that  tbou 
mayst  lay  them  before  the  King  of  Spain.  When  thou 
art  ready  to  come  into  our  presence,  give  notice,, in  order 
that  horses  may  be  sent  for  thy  accommodation.  We 
salute  thee.  On  the  eleventh  day  of  tbe  moon  Rama- 
dan, in  the  year  of  the  He^ra  1200 — (corresponding  to 
the  8tfa  July  1786.)" 

Yesterday  I  received  tlie  enclosed  letter  from  Mr. 
Barclay,  which  yonr  Excellency  will  receive  by  a  courier 
despatched  from  hence,  to  the  Count  d'Aranda  and  the 
Chevalier  del  Campo.  This  messenger  carries  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Convention  relative  to  the  Mosquito  shore, 
signed  the  14th  of  July,  by  the  latter  and  the  Marquis 
of  Carmarthen.  1  have,  in  my  possession,  an  extract  of 
this  Convendon;  but  as  i  presume  Mr.  Adams  mu3t  have 
already  fiimished  you  with  a  copy  of  it,  I  forbear  trans- 
mitting it.  It  has  given  great  satisfacdon  here.  The 
King  manifested,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  British 
Minister,  the  pleasure  the  conclusion  of  this  afikir  gave 
him.  It  seems  to  be  the  system  of  Great  Britain  to 
ctrart  Spain,  and  their  Minister  here  is  well  qualified  to 
execute  their  plans. 

On  the  14tb  of  June  a  treaty  was  s^ned  between 
Spain  and  Algiers.  It  is  not,  however,  yet  ratified,  owing 
to  the  bad  state  of  health  of  the  Count  of  F.  B.  I  have 
sent'  to  Mr.  Jay,  a  copy  of  this  treaty.     I  have  such  a 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


148  TH0HA8  JEFFERSON— JOBN  JA¥. 

firm  reliance  on  the  repeated  promises  of  tbe  Count  de 
F.  B.  from  the  experience  of  tliis  Minister'a  punctualitj 
and  regard  to  Ins  word,  in  all  the  transactions  that  I  have 
had  with  hinl  daring  my  misaion  here,  that  I  think  I  can 
safely  assert,  that  we  may  depend  on  the  best  offices  of 
this  Court,  whenever  it  may  be  jndged  [Hoper,  to  renew 
oar  overtares  to  Algiers. 

The  Republic  of  Genoa  is  doing  what  its  hmited 
finances  will  permit,  to  protect  its  commerce.  I  am 
told  that  the  King  of  Sardinia  is  doing  the  same.  The 
Portuguese  and  Neapolitan  Envoys  have  gone  to  Alters. 
Their  success  b  problematical.  If  I  was  iiiformed  of  the 
obstacles  attendmg  our  treaty  with  Portugal,  I  flatter  my- 
self that  I  might  be  of  some  utility.  It  is  not  improbabie 
that  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  at  this  Court  will  be 
nominated  Minister  of  State.  I  tell  you  beibrehand  &ai. 
he  is  anti-gallican.  I  believe  he  is  of  a  party  opposed  to 
the  CbeTBlier  Pinto. 

I  am  assured,  by  what  augM  to  be  good  authority,  that 
the  affiiira  of  this  Court  and  Naples  are  ia  a  good  tnun. 
This  appears  to  want  confirmation.  I  write  freely  and 
Ailly  to  you,  and  hope  you  will  have  the  same  confidence 
with  respect  to  your  Excellency's  &c. 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


Extract  oj  a  letter  from  WiSkm  GirmicAae/  to  Thomtu 
Jefferson. 

St.  IldefiMuo,  Septeniber  4,  1786. 
Sir, 
Snce  I  had  tbe  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  of 
the  success  of  Mr.  Barclay's  missioa,  of  which  I  was 
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advised  by  his  Excellency,  the  Count  de  Florida  Bknca, 
the  treaty  (^  this  Court  with  Al^en  has  been  ratified  by 
lus  Catholic  Majesty.  This  ratification  was  »gned  the 
S7th  ultimo.  The  Count  d'Espilly  mil  set  out  for 
Alters  in  ft  few  we^,  with  the  presents  {pven  on  tUs 
occauon  to  the  Dey,  and  the  principal  officers  c^*  the 
Regency.  The  ransom  of  the  Spanish  pnsoners  is  left 
for  a  disdnct  negotiation.  '  There  are  also  some  arrange- 
ments to  be  taken  whfa  the  Bey  of  Mascara  or  Constan-' 
tine,  that  demands  patience  and  money. 

I  am  assured  by  the  Counts  de  Florida  Blanca  and 
d'Espilly,  that,  until  we  have  a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  it 
will  answer  no  purpose  to  attempt  a  negotiation  with  Al- 


rBOH  JOHN   JAT  TO    THOMAS   JEFFEBSON. 

New  Taric  Febnuiy  9, 1787. 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you  of  the  1 4th  December,  I  have 
been  honored  with  youra  of  the  S6th  September  hist, 
which,  with  the  papers  that  it  enclosed,  hare  been  lud 
before  Congress,  but  neither  on  that,  n<»  any  of  your  late 
letters,  have  any  orders  as  yet  been  made. 

The  annual  dectioo  produces  much  delay  in  afflirs. 
From  that  time  to  this,  scarcely  any  tlung  has  been  dtnie. 
It  was  not  until  last  week,  that,  seven  States  being  re- 
presented, a  Prendent  was  elected,  the  choice  feU  on 
Hijor  GeiKral  St.  Clair.  They  have  much  back  busi- 
ness to  despatch,  several  reports  on  important  subjects 
from  the  di&rent  departments  are  to  be  considered  and 
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I  upoD.  A  form  of  ■^vemment,  so  constmcted, 
has  inccxiveniences,  which  I  think  will  conUoue  to  ope- 
rate agiUDSt  the  public  or  nadoD&l  interest,  until  some 
cause,  not  easly  predicted,  shall  produce  such  a  modifi- 
cation of  it,  as  that  the  legislative,  judicial  and  executive 
business  of  government  may  be  consigned  to  three  proper 
and  distinct  departments.  The  struggles  for  and  against 
the  impost  remain,  but  promise  little.  The  Slates,  in 
general,  pay  little  attention  to  requisitions,  and  I  fear  that 
our  debts,  foreign  and  domestic,  will  oot  socm  be  pto- 
idded  for  in  a  manner  satis&ctory  to  our  creditors.  The 
evils  to  be  expected  from  such  delays  are  less  difficult  to 
be  foreseen,  than  obviated.  Our  government  wants  en- 
ergy, and  there  is  reason  to  fear,  that  too  much  has  been 
expected  from  the  virtue  and  good  sense  of  the  people. 

You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  a  letter  liom  Con- 
gress to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  with  a  copy  of  it  for 
your  infcffmadon.  It  is  in  fuiswer  to  one  received  from 
him,  and  should  have  been  of  eariier  date,  bad  Congress 
sotmer  convened;  be  pleased  to  explain  this  circumstance 
to  the  Mmister. 

The  public  papers,  herewith  sent,  contain  all  we  at 
present  know,  respecting  the  troubles  in  Massachusetts. 
Whether  they  will  soon  be  tenninated,  or  what  events 
they  may  yet  [produce,  b  perfectly  imcertain  ;  and  the 
more  so,  as  we  are  yet  to  ascertain  whether,  and  how  far 
they  may  be  encouraged  by  our  neighbois. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Otto,  formally 
contradicnng  the  report  of  an  exchange,  between  France 
wd  Spain  for  the  Floridas.  That  report  had  excited 
attention,  and  given  pleasure  to  Aoti-Gallicans. 

Our  apprehensions  of  an  Indian  war  still  continue  ;  for 
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we  are  at  a  loss  to  determine,  wheAer  the  present  con- 
tinuance of  peace  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  season,  or  their 
pacific  intentions. 

We  have  not  yet  received  the  Morocco  treaty.  As 
soon  as  it  arrives,  I  am  persuaded  that  Congress  will  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  making  their  acknowledgments, 
to  the  friendly  poweis  liiat  promoted  it.  Mr.  Lamb  is 
still  absent*,  he,  doubtless,  has  received  the  order  of 
Congress  directing  his  return,  either  from  you  and  Mr. 
Adams,  or  directly  from  me- 

Congress  has  not  yet  ^ven  any  orders  respecting  fuitha 
negotiations  with  the  Barbary  States;  nor  can  I  venture 
to  say  what  their  sentiments  will  be  on  that  head.  I  am 
equally  at  a  loss  ttf  judge,  what  they  will  direct  respecting 
treaties  of  commerce,  with  the  Emperor  and  other  Euro- 
pean powers.  For  my  part,  I  think,  and  have  recom- 
mended, that  commissio]}s  and  instructions  should  be  sent 
to  you  U]d  Mr.  Adams,  for  those  purposes.  In  my 
opinion,  such  treaties  for  short  terms,  might  be  advanta- 
geous. The  time  is  not  yet  come  for  us  to  expect  the 
best.  The  instance  of  that  period  will,  however,  depend 
much  on  ourselves. 

With  very  sincere  esteem  and  r^ard,  iic. 
JOHN  JAY, 


FBOH   THOMAS   JEFFXBSON   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  October  33,  1786. 
Sir, 
In  a  letter  of  January  3nd,  I  bad  the  honor  of  c<»n- 
municating  to  you  the  measures,  which  had  been  pursued 
here  for  the  improvement  of  the  commerce,  between  the 
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United  States  and  France.  The  general  view  of  that 
commerce,  which  I  had  presented  to  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  the  circumstance  of  the  renewal  of  the  ftrmB, 
which  had  obliged  me  to  press  separately,  and  in  the  Rist 
place,  the  article  of  tobacco,  and  that  which  had  also 
brought  forward  that  of  ^ale  oil ;  and  in  mj  letters  of 
May  37th  and  31st,  I  informed  you  of  the  result  on  the 
firstof  these  articles.  Duiti^  tiie  course  of  thbsepioceed- 
ings,  a  Committee  had  been  established  for  couBdenng 
the  means  of  promoting  the  general  commerce  with  Ame- 
rica, and  the  Marquis  de  La&yette  was  named  of  that 
Committee,  bis  influence  in  obtming  that  establishment 
was  valuable,  but  his  labors  and  bis  perseTerance  as  a 
member  of  it,  became  in6nitdy  more  so.  Immediately  af- 
ter the  Committee  of  Bemi,  of  which  my  letter  of  May 
37th  gave  an  account,  we  thought  it  expedient  to  bring 
the  general  subject  of  the  American  cnnmerce  be£xe 
the  Committee :  and  as  the  members  were  much  unac- 
quainted,  with  the  nature  and  value  o!  our  commerci^ 
productions,  the  Marquis  prc^oeed,  that  in  a  letter  to  him 
as  a  member,  I  should  give  as  particular  det^s  of  them, 
-  as  I  could,  as  a  ground  for  that  Comnuttee  to  proceed  on. 
I  did  so  in  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  enclose.  The  Coimnittee  were  well  disposed, 
and  agreed  to  report  not  only  the  general  measures  which, 
they  thought  expedient  to  be  adopted;  but  the  form  of 
the  letter  to  be  written  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  me, 
for  the  commuaication  of  these  measures.  I  have  re- 
ceived his  letter  this  morning,  and  have  now  xbe  honor 
to  enclose  it.  I  accompany  it  with  the  one  proposed  by 
the  Committee,  of  which  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  d- 
most  a  verbal  copy  ;  it  funiiahes  a  proof  of  the  dlsposi- 
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tion  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers,  to  produce  a  more  in- 
timate intercourse  between  the  two  nations,  indeed  I  must 
say  that  as  &r  as  I  am  able  to  see,  the  friendship  of  the 
people  of  this  country  towards  us  is  cordial  and  general, 
and  that  it  is  a  kind  of  security  for  the  friendship  of 
Mbisters,  who  cannot  in  any  country  be  uninfluenced  by 
the  voice  of  the  people:  to  this  we  may  add  that  it  is  their 
interest  as  well  as  ours,  to  multiply  the  bands  of  friend- 
ship between  us.  As  the  regulations  stated  in  the  Mmis- 
ter's  letter  are  immediately  interesting  to  those  concerned 
in  our  commerce,  I  send  printed  copies  of  it  to  theseaport 
towns  of  France.  We  may  consider  them  as  an  ulti- 
mate settlement  of  the  conditions  of  our  commerce  with 
tins  country,for  though  the  consolidation  of  ship  duties, 
and  the  encouragements  for  the  importation  of  rice,  are 
qot  finally  decided,  yet  the  letter  contains  a  promise  of 
them,  so  soon  as  necessary  facts  shall  be  known.  With  a 
view  to  come  at  the  fiicts  relative  to  the  two  last  objects, 
I  bad  proposed,  whenever  I  should  receive  the  final  de- 
cision now  enclosed,  to  avtul  myself  of  the  pause,  which 
that  would  produce,  in  order  to  visit  the  sea-port  towns 
with  which  we  trade  chiefly,  and  to  collect  that  kind  of 
knowledge  of  our  commerce,  and  of  what  may  be  fiir- 
ther  iisefiil  to  it,  which  can  only  be  gathered  on  the  spot, 
and  suggested  by  one's  own  inspection;  but  the  delay  * 
which  has  attended  the  obtaining  the  final  detennination, 
has  brought  us  to  the  entrance  of  winter,  and  ^11  oblige 
me  to  postpone  my  journey  to  tiie  spring;  besides  the  ob- 
jects of  public  utility,  which  induce  me  to  make  a  tour  of 
this  kmd,  that  of  health  wiH  oblige  me  to  pay  more  at- 
tention to  exercise  and  change  of  air,  than  I  have  hither- 
to done,  since  my  residence  in  Europe,  and  I  am  willing 
Vol.  III.— 30 
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to  hope,  that  I  may  be  permttted  at  times  to  abseat  my- 
self from  this  plKce,  taking  occasions  vhen  there  is  no- 
thing important  on  hand  noi  likely  to  arise. 

The  assistance  of  the  Marquis  de  k  Fayette,  in  tbe 
whole  of  this  business,  has  been  so  earnest,  and  so  effica- 
cious, that  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  place  it  under  tbe  eye 
of  C(»igress,  as  worthy  ol  their  notice.  Oa  dHsocca^an 
their  thanks,  ot  such  oUier  notioe  as  ifaey  should  think 
proper,  would  be  gratefiU  to  him  mtbout  donbt.  He  has 
richly  deserved  uid  will  condnue  to  deserve  it,  whenever 
occa»ons  shall  arise  of  rendering  service  to  the  United 
States.  These  occasions  will  continually  occur,  thougli 
die  abtrii^Dn  of  the  monopoly  of  our  tobaccoes  cannot 
be  hoped,  under  tbe  present  circumstances.  Changes  are 
pis^ble  which  may  open  tbat  bi^>e  agaki;  however  jeal- 
ous too  dus  country  is  of  foreign  intercourse  widi  their 
coioraes,  that  inteicouise  is  too  essential  to  as  lo  be  ahan- 
doned  as  despente;  at  this  mom«it  iadeed  it  cannot  be  pny> 
posed,  but  by  watching  circumstances,  occasitn  may  arise 
haeaAer  and  I  hope  wiU  arise.  1  know  from  experienm 
wliat  would  in  that  case  be  tbe  value  of  such  an  auxil- 
iary. 

I  have  the  boaor  to  be,  &«. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


ntOM   ^aOHAI   JEFrEltSON   TO   HAB^UIS  DE  I.4TATETTC 

fni^  Jmlj  17,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  lave  DOW  tile  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  fin  esdmate 
of  the  exports  Atid  imports  of  tbe  United  States.    Cti- 
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eolations  <^  t\aa  kind  cannot  preteDd  to  accuracy;  wbere 
inattention  and  fraud  combine  to  suppress  their  objects, 
■fiproximation  isall  tbeycanaimat.  Neither  care  nw  can- 
dor hare  been  wanting  on  my  part,  to  bring  them  as  near 
die  truth  as  ray  skill  and  materials  would  enaUe  me  to 
do.  I  hare  avuled  myself  of  the  best  documetUs  from 
the  custom-houses,  which  have  been  given  to  the  public, 
and  have  been  able  to  rectify  these  in  many  instances, 
by  infimnation  ccdlected  by  myself,  on  the  spot,  in  many 
of  the  States.  Still  remember,  howeFer,  that  I  call  them 
but  appioximatioos,  aad  that  they  must  present  some 
emws  ascon^deraUe,  as  they  were  imavoidable. 

Our  commerce  divides  its^  into  &iiopean  end  West 
Indian.    I  bare  oonibimed  my  atatem^it  to  this  divbion. 

Ob  running  over  the  catalogue  of  American  imports, 
France  will  naturally  mark  out  those  articles  with  which 
she  could  supply  us  to  advantage,  and  she  may  safely 
calculate,  that  after  a  little  time  shall  hare  enabled  us  to 
get  rid  of  our  present  incumbrances,  and  of  some  remains 
of  attachment  to  the  particular  fonns  ot  manufacture,  to 
wluch  we  have  been  habatuated,  we  shall  take  those  arti- 
cles which  she  can  fiimiah  on  as  good  terms  as  other  oa- 
tions,  to  whatever  extent  she  will  enable  us  to  pay  for 
'  them.  It  is  her  intereat,  therefore,  as  well  as  ours,  to 
mnkipiy  the  means  of  paymwtt;  these  must  be  found  m 
the  catalogue  of  our  exports,  and  among  these  will  be 
SMD  neither  gold  nor  silver;  we  have  no  mines  of  either 
of  these  m^als ;  produce,  tfaerelbre,  is  all  we  can  offer. 
Some  articles  ot  our  produce  will  be  found  very  CMi- 
venient  to  this  country  for  her  own  consumption ;  others 
will  be  convenient  as  being  more  ctanmerciable  in  her 
hands,  than  those  she  will  give  in  exchange  for  them. 
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If  there  be  any  which  she  can  neither  consume  Dor  dis- 
pose of  by  eschange,  she  will  not  buy  them  of  us,  and 
,  of  course  we  shall  not  bring  them  to  her.  If  American 
produce  can  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  France,  the  arti- 
cles of  exchange  for  it  will  be  taken  in  those  ports,  and 
the  only  means  of  drawing  it  hither,  is  to  let  the  mer- 
chant see,  that  he  can  dispose  of  it  on  better  terms  here, 
than  any  where  else.  If  the  market  price  of  this  coun- 
try does  not,  in  itself,  offer  this  superiority,  it  may  be 
worthy  of  consideration,  whether  it  should  be  obtained  by 
such  abatement  of  duties,  and  even  by  such  other  encour- 
agements, as  the  importance  of  the  article  may  justify. 
Should  some  loss  attend  this  in  the  be^nning,  it  can  be 
discontinued  when  the  trade  shall  be  well  established  in 
this  channel.  '^ 

With  respect  to  the  West  Indian  commerce,  I  must 
apprize  you  that  this  estimate  does  not  present  its  present 
&ce  J  no  matvrials  have  enabled  us  to  see  bow  it  stands 
since  the  war ;  we  can  only  show  what  it  was  before  that 
period.  New  regulations  have  changed  our  situation 
there  much  for  the  worse.  This  is  most  sensibly  felt  in 
the  exports  of  fish  and  flour.  The  surplus  of  the  fonner, 
which  these  regulatiooa  threw  back  on  us,  is  forced  to 
Europe,  where  by  increasing  the  quantity  it  lessens  the 
price.  The  surplus  of  the  latter  is  sunk,  and  to  what 
other  objects  this  person  of  industry  is  turned  or  turning, 
I  am  not  able  to  discover.  The  imports  too,  of  sugar 
and  coffee,  are  thrown  under  great  difficulties ;  tbeffi  in- 
crease the  prwe,  and  being  articles  of  food  for  the  poorer 
class,  (as  you  may  be  sensible  on  observing  the  quantides 
consumed)  a  small  increase  of  price  places  them  above 
the  reach  of  this  class,  which,  being  numerous,  must  oc- 
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casion  a  great  diminution  of  consumption.  It  remains  to 
see  whether  the  American  will  endeavor  to  baffle  these 
new  restrictions,  in  order  {o  indulge  his  habits,  or  mil 
adapt  his  habits  to  other  objects,  which  may  fiimish  em- 
ployment to  the  surplus  of  industry  formerly  occupied  in 
raising  that  bread,  which  no  longer  finds  a  veot  in  the 
West  Indian  market.  If,  instead  of  either  of  these  mea- 
sures, he  should  resolve  to  come  .to  Europe  for  coffee  and 
sugar,  he  must  lessen,  equivalently,  bis  consumption  of 
some  other  European  articles,  in  order  to  pay  for  bis 
coSee  and  sugar;  the  bread  with  which  he  formerly  paid 
for  them  in  the  West  Indies,  not  being  demanded  in  the 
European  market.  In  &ct,  the  catalogue  of  imports 
ofiers  several  articles  more  dispensable  than  cofiee  and 
sugar.  Of  all  these  subjects  the  committee  and  yourself 
are  the  most  competent  judges ;  to  you,  therefore,  I  trust 
them,  with  every  wish  for  their  improvement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Eitimate  of  the 

Enportt  of  the  Vmted  Slates  of 

America. 

to  Europe. 

W.  Indie*. 

Totsl. 

LouU. 

LottU. 

Loait. 

FWi,     -       .       - 

lor.ooo 

50,000 

m.QOO 

Kihoil.        .        . 

181,668 

9,562 

191,250 

Fidkbonei,  ■       - 

8,400 

8,400 

SKltedmoU,         - 

131,500 

181,500 

livestock, 

99,000 

99,000 

Butter.  chee«.     - 

18,000 

1^000 

Flour,  bre«d,  660,000  barrel>. 

330.000 

330.000 

660,000 

Wheat.  2.210.000  bushel*     - 

331,000 

331,000 

Indiucom.  pulse. 

30,000 

61,000 

91,000 
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Europe. 

W.IadiM 

u      ToUL 

,£««,. 

XOUM. 

LotM. 

Bkse,  130,000  b»n«lB,    -       - 

189,350 

70,550 

260,000 

indigo,          .       .       .       .     . 

.      51,700 

51,700 

Ttfweco,  87.000  heg«he»54, 

1,305,000 

1,305,000 

PotMb^  30^000  banria,  ■ 

49,000 

«,000 

Peltiy, 

184,900 

164,900 

Flaxseed,       ...        - 

79,500 

79,500 

Hemp,            .... 

-21,000 

21,000 

Iron,  copper,         -  '      . 

84,000 

6,000 

90,000 

TuipeXiu^  tLC.  60,000  bunli, 

29,410 

1,840 

31,350 

r«B6er,  lamW,    -        -        - 

83,000 

164i000 

346,000 

Ships,  300.            -        .        . 

216,500 

21^500 

Mi»cell»nie«,          .       .       - 

22,000 

22,000 

3,302,448    941,553    4,244,000 

Estimate  of  the  imports  from  Europe  and  AJHca  of  the 

United  Statei  of  America, 
Woolen  cloths  of  every  description, 

linens  of  eveiy   desLiipllon,   hos- 
ier;, hata,  gfovei^    ibaei^    boob, 

BaddktT  tiid  stlia  tluag*  ofleather, 

talks,  gdd  and  tntTcr  lace,  jewelry, 

milliuery,  b^E^  Bast  In^  gvod^ 

porceLun,  {^aas,  earthen.wsre,  nl- 

ver,   copper,    bntn,  tin,   pewttr, 

lead,  steel,  iron  in  every  fira^  iip> 

hrtMeiy,  aUrnt  vtA,  painter's 

coins,  cheewr  plcUesi  coafiture^ 

chocdate,  wine,  2000  tou  a  100 

kxiii— SOO^OOO  louisi  Imuly,  beer, 

audidiul  drugs,  snnSV  bees  wut, 

books,  statjonaryi  irull  atonea,  grind 

Mnea,  marbkh  sail  doQi,  cordage, 

ship  chandhay,  Gahing  tackle,  ivo- 

ly,   ebony,    banrood,     djevrood, 

Ainea,  aall^   521,325  budiels  at  34 

aau,  26,06UowB.  61ir.  3,039,000  0  0 
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From  the  West  Indies. 

StJ^5»0,484biuhelBB34ioug,  3S,024    4  16 

Fnihs,        ...        -  2,239  X2  00 

Coccw,  S76,589lb  at  12  sous,  25,798  12  00 

CofTee,  408,4001bs  tt  16  bous,  15,349  14    8 

Sugv,  10,232,43SUm.       •  166,007  00  00 
HoImks,  3,64f,464gaBonB  U  34 

sous,         ....  186,281  19    4 
Rum,  3,888,370  gallons,  it  3Uv. 

14*          ....  437,441  15  00       ! 

Ging«r,  ^nnento,         -       -  1,391    I    4 

Cotton,  3C6,^lllM.KtS4  low,  17,839  13    4 

SUiis,         ....  7,870    6  00 

liHUgo,4,3521bsfttSlir.  8soiu.  979    4  16 

Ivory,  turtle  shell,                 -  347    4  16 
Lignum  vitx,    aanapanlb,  fiisdc, 

wiietu,  5,170  00  00 

Uigwttoi,  13,034  31  00 

Mihi^any,           -       -       -  23,280  00  00 


niOH   THOMAS   JEFfERSON  TO   JOHN   JAI. 

I>His,Oetaber2r,ir86. 
Sir, 
Bj  a  coi£deiUud  opportunity  to  London,  I  had  the 
honor  of  writii^  to  you  <»  ^e  83rd  instant,  and  of  enclos- 
u^  yon  tile  anginal  letter  of  Monsieur  de  Calonne  to 
me  on  the  sut^ect  of  our  aommerce.     As  it  is  probaUe 
howeva  that  the  French  packet,  which  is  to  sail  from 
L'Orient  the  first  of  the  next  month  wiU  sooner  reach 
you,  I  enclose  some  printed  copies  of  the  same  letter  by 
tliat  coBveyance,  und 
^  Have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FBOH    M.  DE  CALOHNE   TO  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON. 
FonUinebleau,  October  33,  1786. 
Translation. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  King  to  favor  as  much  as 
possible,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  measures,  that  have  been 
taken  on  this  subject. 

In  my  letterofthe9th  January,  1784  to  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  I  informed  him  that  instead  of  two  free  pOTts 
promised  by  the  treaty  with  the  United  States,  the  King 
had  determined  to  grant  them  four,  which  has  been  done, 
and  I  promised  him  that  I  would  direct  my  attention  to 
the  custom  houses  and  duties,  which  are  prejudicial  to 
commerce,  observing  however,  that  this  object  demand- 
ed long  investigadons,  which  are  not  yet  completed.  By 
another  letter  I  informed  him,  that  his  Majesty  had  sup- 
pressed the  duties  upon  the  exportation  of  brandy,  and  I 
expected  thb  suppression  would  be  usefiil  to  the  Ameri- 
can commerce :  I  likewise  promised  him  that  the  duties 
to  the  King  and  Admiralty  payable  by  an  American  ves- 
sel on  her  arrival  in  a  French  port,  should  be  dimmished 
and  reduced  to  a  single  duty,  and  regulated  accordmg  to 
the  number  of  masts  and  draught  of  water,  and  not  by 
the  uncertain  estimadons  of  measurement.  This  reduc- 
tion requires  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  duties  paid 
in  our  ports,  and  as  they  are  of  various  kinds,  the  state- 
ments which  I  have  ordered  to  be  made  are  not  ready. 

You  know,  sir,  that  the  King  has  appointed  a  commiU 
tee  for  the  particular  purpose  of  exambing  our  commer- 
cial connexions  with  the  United  Slates,  and  that  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  presented  a  project  confbrma- 
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Ub  lo  the  ideas  contiuned  in  your  letter  to  tliJB  Count  de 
Vorgeones :  but  you  will  consider  how  Impiudent  it  would 
be,  to  hazard  by  a  change  of  system,  the  product  of  a 
bisnch  of  revenue,  which  amounts  to  S8,0OO,00O  upon 
an  article,  which  is  not  of  the  first  necesraty,  after  a  long 
discussion  of  every  means  that  can  be  at  present  adapted, 
to  encourage  the  importations  of  American  tobacco,  it 
has  been  resolved  not  to  break  the  agreement  with  Mr. 
Morris  ;  but  that  after  the  expiration  of  this  contract,  do 
amilat  one  shall  be  made,  and  that  in  the  meanwhile  the 
Fanners  Gfflieral  should  be  obliged  to  purchase  annually, 
about  fifteen  thousand  hi^heads  of  Amertcan  tobacco, 
imported  direcdy  fiom  the  United  States  in  French  or 
Amencan  vessels,  at  the  same  price  or  on  the  same  condi- 
tiaaa  which  have  been  stipulated  fay  the  contract  with 
Mr.  Morris. 

You  will  remember,  sir,  that  before  a  regulation  could 
be  made  in  &vor  of  the  importation  of  whale  oil,  the 
Marquis  de  Lafayette  had  taken  a  particular  anrai^e- 
ment  with  Mr.  Sangrain,  for  the  sale  of  this  article  to  the 
amount  of  800,000  Stores,  and  that  I  bad  granted  him 
passports,  in  order  to  render  this  first  importation  fine  frcna 
aU  duties,  ndmtsoevw.  The  same  Mr.  San^aine  after- 
wards made  an  agreement  with  some  merchants  of  Bos- 
tcm  to  the  yearly  amount  of  400,000  livret,  to  last  during 
NX  yeais,  fiit  which  his  Majes^  has  granted  the  same 
fiiTon,  which  are  eigoyed  by  the  Hapse  towns. 

TMb  matter  having  been  lately  more  eotoBivdy  ex- 
amined, the  administration  to  whom  the  Committee  com- 
municated thnr  wish,  agreeable  to  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette's  demaitd,  with  your  t^Mmon  oitirely  to  aboli^  all 
duties  upon  oil,  have  found  that  at  piesent  they  could 
Vol.  ui.— 81 
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not  conseDt  to  it,  on  accouDt  of*  the  eDgagonents  with 
other  powers,  all  that  could  fae  done  was  to  grant  dunng 
ten  years  to  the  whale  oil,  spermaceti  and  whatever  is 
comprehended  within  the  denomination,  imported  from 
the  United  States  in  French  or  American  vessels,  the 
same  favors,  the  same  diminution  of  duties,  which  the 
Haose  towns  enjoy. 

His  Majesty  hopes,  that  the  commercial  cramexioo 
between  the  United  States  and  France  will  become  so 
con^derable,  as  to  Mgage  him  to  continue  the  effect  of  this 
proviuonal  determination,  and  it  has  been  observed  by 
the  Committee,  that  a  great  duty  of  &brication  has  hither- 
to been  paid  upon  the  most  favored  whale  oil,  and  even 
upon  the  national.  His  Majesty  consents  to  abolish  the 
duty  of  fobricatioD,  with  respect  to  the  whale  and  sperma- 
ceti directly  imported  from  the  United  States,  in  French  or 
American  bottoms,  so  that  this  oil  and  spermaceti  shall 
not  pay  during  ten  years  any  other  duty  but  7  Kv.  lOd. 
and  10  tob  per  iivre,  this  last  augmentation  of  ten  sols 
per  Iivre  shall  cease  in  1790. 

It  has  also  been  determined  that  particular  information 
be  taken,  concerning  the  consumption  of  Carolina  rice  in 
France,  and  that  means  be  derived  to  encourage  the  iin- 
poitaticm  of  this  article. 

Representations  having  been  made  concerning  the 
oon^derable  duties  laid  upon  the  importations  of  pot  ash 
and  pearl  ash,  also  upon  beaver  skins  and  hair,  and  raw 
leather.  His  Majes^  has  suppressed  all  duties  whatso- 
ever upon  those  articles,  if  imported  of  the  growth  of  the 
United  States  in  French  or  American  vessels.  He  is 
likewise  deurpus  o£  encouraging  every  article  of  Ameii- 
rican  fiir.  His  Majesty  has  mmeover  consented  to 
alxdisb  all  duties  upon  masts,  yards,  keels  for  ships,  red 
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cedar, '  lire  oak,  aad  in  a  word,  all  kinds  of  tfood  fit  for 
ship  buUding,  imported  from  the  United  States,  in  French 
or  American  vessels. 

The  Committee  haring  likewise  represented  that  there 
was  8  duty  of  fire  per  oeot.  on  the  purchase  of  fweiga 
built  sfaips,land  that  this  duty  was  prejudicial  to  the  sale  of 
American  vessels,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  exempt 
from  all  duties,  the  purchase  of  diips,  which  shall  be  proved 
to  be  built  in  the  United  States. 

Great  duties  having  been  formerly  laid  upon  all  sbiubs, 
U^es  and  seed,  his  Majesty  has  abolished  these  duties, 
when  the  above  articles  shall  be  imported  in  Frencb  or 
American  vessels. 

It  having  been  represented  that  the  State  of  Vir^a 
had  wdered  the  arms  for  her  militia  to  be  made  in  France, 
an  order  is  passed,  that  the  prohibitions  which  hitherto 
have  prevented  the  exportation  of  arms  and  gunpowder, 
as  well  as  the  duties  laid  upon  these  articles  when  ex- 
ported  by  permission^  shall  be  abolished ;  and  that  when- 
ever the  United  States  shall  think  it  expedient  to  export, 
from  Fiance,  arms,  guns  and  gunpowder,  they  shaU  have 
fiill  pennis!»oa,  provided  these  articles  are  exported  in 
FreiMih  or  American  vessels,  and  they  shall  he  liable 
only  to  a  very  small  duty,  in  order  to  &ciUtate  the  calcu- 
lation of  exports. 

Lastly,  his  Majesty  has  rec^ved,  with  the  same  &vor, 
the  appHca^ns  made  to  the  Committee  for  the  suppression 
of  the  heavy  duties  actually  paid  upon  books,  and  papers 
of  all  kinds.  The  King  abolishes  all  those  duties,  when 
the  above  articles  shall  be  expoi'ted  to  the  United  States, 
in  French  or  American  vessels. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure,  sir,  that  I  inform  you  of  these 
dispositious  of  bis  Majesty.     They  are  a  new  testimony 
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of  lOB  ^eal  desire  to  «st^lish  the  most  intimste  commer- 
dal  coDnexion  between  the  two  natums,  and  of  tbe  fevor- 
able  attention  he  will  always  pay  to  any  ^poaal,  made 
in  tbe  name  of  ibe  United  States  of  America. 
I  have  tbe  himor  to  be,  &c. 

DE  GALONNE. 

Tour  nation  will  undoubtedly  receive,  with  pleasare, 
tbe  information  of  the  facititie*  which  tbe  King  has  just 
granted  to  exportations  of  the  wioes  of  Bourdeaux,  Guy- 
eone  and  Toutaine,  and  the  suppression  of  tbe  dntieB 
granted  by  diSerent  arrlti  of  Coundl,  of  which  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette  will  give  you  notice. 


Tnmslatim. 
Arrtt  of  tkt  IRn^t  Cmmeii  of  Stale,  exempting  Jrom 

the  dvty  of  tratuit,  att  the  vmet  which  aAolT  arrive 

in  tha  ports  of  tkt  Stmtidu^t  junsdictian  ofBow~ 

jieuox  for  emiarcation. 

September  10,  IT86'. 

Extract  fiom  tbe  Re^ster  of  the  Council  of  State. 

'Hie  King  being  informed  that  the  ftbundance  ot  sev- 
eral successive  crops,  has  occasioned  a  considerable  over- 
stock of  wines  in  Gnyenne,  and  that  tbe  greater  part  of 
the  productions  of  1183,  1784  and  1785,  remains  unsdd, 
his  Majesty  has  tbou^t  fit  to  assist  his  province  of  Ony* 
enne,  by  favffling  the  exportation  of  its  wines,  with  amod- 
enttion  of  dudes  imposed  on  their  exportations,  <&Dm  tbe 
ports  of  this  province.  For  which  purpose,  being  anxious 
to  provide,  having  heard  tbe  report  of  the  Seur  de  Ca- 
loone.   Counsellor  in  ordiRary  to  the   Royal   Coaocil, 
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ComptroUor  Geoaml  of  the  Fiiwnpes,  the  Kng  bnng 
present  in  his  Council,  has  ordered  and  orders  as  feUons: 

Abtici-e  I.  Reckonbg  from  the  dajr  of  the  ^iblica- 
tioB<>f  the  {weneiit  arrit,  undl.the  lu  of  January,  1786, 
all  the  moes  which  shall  aixire  in  the  potts  of  the  Senes- 
chal's jariadietion  of  Bourdeaux  for  embarcadon,  shall  en- 
joy, from  the  place  of  thmr  [noductionj  unto  said  ports 
an  aiemptian  io  traosit  from  all  duties  of  export. 

Abticlb  II.  The  said  wines  shall  also  enjoy  a  privi- 
lege of  deposit  in  said  potts,  free  from  duties  of  impot 
in  the  Seoesohal's  junadiotioD,  and  there  during  the  teno 
granted  t9  the  present  arrit,  but  after  said  term,  the  wines 
whidi  shall  not  have  been  embarked,  shall  be  subject  te 
said  duties. 

Abxiciaiu.  The  duties  ot  export  from  the  Senesolud'a 
jurisdiction  on  said  wines,  and  aiso  on  those  fyi  said  juris- 
diction, shall  be,  and  are,  reduced  during  the  said  teim, 
vb :  lb  two  Jirres  per  toa  Coa  tiioae  going  to  for^gn,  thi«e 
livres  per  too  for  those  going  any  where  else,  and  this  not 
eomprehendid);  the  accessary  duties. 

Done  in  the  King's  Councfl  of  State,  bis  Abjesty  be- 
ing pieseni,  held  at  Versailles,  lOtb  September,  1786. 
GRAVIER  DE  VEROENNE& 


Tfaadation. 
ArrU  nf  the  MSng'a  Comal  of  StOc,  redwing  the 
Attiei  of  the  wtnei  of  Auiob,  vhu^  one  exported  to 
fin^partM. 

Itoy37,  W86. 
On  die  representation  made  to  the  King  in  Council, 
by  the  prtprietftiB  of  wneyards,  in  the  country  of  Annis, 
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that  Ibe  di^rent  duties,  tt>  nrhich  (heir  wines  wen  sub- 
ject <Hi  sxportatioti  out  of  the  Kbgdcnn,  were,  hy 
the  additional  sous  per  line,  rated  so  high  as  not  to 
adnut  of  exportation,  torn  i^ence  a  sensible  dhninu- 
tion  would  result  in  the  cultivation  of  vines,  whicli  con* 
sdtutes  the  chief  riches  ttfthis  province ;  and  his  Majes^ 
having  ordered  an  acoouot  of  the  dudes  laid  rai  the 
wmes  to  be  laid  before  lum,  as  wel)  on  their  C0QSumi»ioD 
in  the  countiy,  as  when  exported  to  foreigners,  and  per- 
ceiving that  m  this  last  case  they  are  subject  toinfinitely 
greater  dudes,  than  when  consumed  ia  the  countiy,  he 
has  judged  proper  to  rectify  ttus  eirot,  and  favora- 
bly to  receive  the  repiesentadons  whicb  the  px>prie- 
txas  of  the  vineyards  in  the  country  of  Auois  have 
made  to  him,  (or  which  purpose,  bemg  anxious  to  pro- 
vide,  having  heaid  the  report  of  Sieiur  de  Calonne,  coun- 
sellor in  ordinary  to  the  Royal  Council,  Comptroller 
General'  ol  the  finances,  the  King  beio^  in  his  coun- 
cil, has  ordered  and  does  wder,  that,  reckoning  &om  the 
1st  October  next,  until  it  shall  be  othermse  ordered,  the 
wines  that  shall  be  carried  fitim  different  parts  of  the 
'  province  of  Aunis,  for  foreign  exportation,  shall  only  be 
subject  to  the  payment  of  a  duty  of  eight  livres  per  ton, 
and  ten  sous  per  livre,  and,  in  addition  to  said  duty,  bis 
Majesty  orders,  that  the  half  of  the  product  of  said  duty 
shall  be  collected  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lessee  General 
of  the  Farms,  in  Ueu  of  the  dudes  of  exportadon  of  the 
tariff  of  1664,  of  the  double  subsidy  and  right  of  guaging 
and  broker^e,  and  that  the  other  half  shall  be  collected 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Administrator  General  of  the  aids, 
in  lieu  of  the  rights  of  brokers,  guagera,  inspectors  of 
liquors  old  and  new  five  sous  where  they  may  be  due, 
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aod    in  geneni  ibr  M    duties   whatsoever   from    the 
ptace  of  growth,  until  exportation  fixwi  the  Kingdom. 

The  proprietors  being  ohliged  to  make  declaration 
at  the  nearest  offices'  to  the  place  of  growth,  and  to 
take,  as  well  from  peiscms  emplojred  in  the  departmeni 
of  the  Fanner's  General,  as  those  of  the  general  admin- 
istration, every  neceasary  warrant  to  assure  the  destin- 
ation of  said  wine  to  a  foreigner. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  bis  Majesty 
bmg  present, held  at  Versailles,  the  27th,May,  1786. 
DE  BRETEUIL.    . 


.  Translation. 
Arrit  of  the  King's  Council  of  Slate,  m^ending  the 
execution  of  those  of  lOth  and  S&nd  May,  1723,  also 
the  5th  article  af  the  Ordinance  of  1687.-  and  order- 
ing that  the  exemption'  granted  by  the  letters  patent 
of  the  month  of  April,  1717,  and  by  the  4th  article  of 
said  ordintmce  of  1681,  shall  take  place  in  favor  of 
the  provijices  of  the  Loire,  vntilit  shall  be  otherwiae 
ordered. 

Norember  U,  178^1. 
Extract  from  the  Register  of  the  Council  of  State. 
The  King  being  informed  ^f  the  mentotials  prpseated 
by  the  Mayor,  sheiiffi  and  citizens  of  the  |Ht>vuice  of 
Tour^me,  Blaisois,  Orleans,  Saumurois  and  Anjou,  re- 
questing on  the  one  part  the  revocation  of  an  arrit  made 
by  the  CouDcil  and  issued  thereupon  with  letters  patent, 
dated  lOtb  and  23nd  May,  1733,  by  which  his  Majesty 
had  ordered  that  the  wipes  of  Anjou  and  other  provinces 
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of  the  Loire,  ahhoogh  declond  fbttheFrench  IiIumIs  asd 
colomes,  should  pay  ihe  wdinary  duties  -of  exportation, 
DOtmtbstanding  the  declaxation  of  the  8rd  utide  of  the 
letters  patent  of  the  nMMith  of  April  17, 1717,  had  grant- 
cd  them  an  exemptiion :  and  oo  the  other  part,  that  hk 
Majea^  nould  also  be  pleased  tarevoke  the  order  of  the 
6th  articlo  of  the  ordinaiice  of  the  Ftrme  of  the  month  tt( 
February,  1687,  as  far  as  tlie^id  article  bas  excepted  tiw 
wines  of  Anjou,  Msine,  Thouars  and  of  the  ChiteUenia  of 
Chantoeeaux^  when  they  shodd  pans  into  Bfittany  des- 
tined ibr  phiaes'aiuated  witfam  the  extent  of  the  Fauna, 
fenn  the  exempdon  of  the  duties  of  export  and  import 
giantfld  by  the  4th  article  of  the  same  onUnance  to  all 
sorts  of  merchandize,  going  out  of  the  bouods  of,  tbe 
Farms,  to  enter  therein  agam  ei^ar  by  land  ot  sea,  tak- 
ing secuiity  only  from  the  merdiants.  His  Majesty  has 
acknowledged  that  this  ardcic  of  the  ordinance  of  the 
month  of  February,  1687,  has  deprired  the  prormces  of 
the  Loire,  of  the  exemption  of  trtmsit.  granted  by  the 
4th  article  of  the  same  ordinance  to  all  the  ofher  proTin* 
ces,  only  the  fear  of  a  fraudulent  diversion  to  Btiuanyby 
which  means  the  wises  of  the  Loire  might  be  coasamed 
there,  without  paying  the  duties  of  the  taiiffof  1664. 

That  the  arret  of  the  10th  May,  1723,  has  likewise 
deprived  the  same  provinces  of  the  Love  of  the  exemp- 
tion granted  to'  al!  the  ridst  of  Ab  ISngdom  by  the  letteis 
patent  of  1787  for  the  meiehendizes  destined  ftv  the  co- 
lonies only  on-account  of  thesame  fiand^ticlisedby'die 
merchants,  who  sold  the  wines  of  the  Loire  at  Nantes, 
without  having  paid  the  dudes  (^importation,  and  subsli- 
ftited  there  the  brines  of  the  growth  of  the  province  of 
BtittEuiy;  and  moreover,  because  it  was  ccmsidered  as  cer- 
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uin  th&t  the  miea  of  the  Lture  did  not  suit  the  o«laiiies 
uicl  oould  not  bear  exponadon. 

His  MBJeBty  beh^  hriinnied,  thai  eithn  the  quoli^  of 
k  pan  of  the  whieeof  die  Loire  has  become  mMerialty 
better,  or  ti»t  the  ftbricatioD  hss  been  inaproved,  it  is 
MrtEun  that  Aey  Kre  sent  at  {Wesent  to  the  cokmies  with 
success,  and  even  to  tbe  East  ladies,  where  they  snive 
in  good  (Htler,  and  having  (bund  tbe  tneans  prc^posed  to 
{Hvreiit  frauds  sufficient,  by  adding  to  the  formalities  al- 
teady  estaiblbbed,  as  well  by  tbe  letters  patent  of  1717^ 
as  by  the  arrit  of  6th  May,  1738,  new  precaudoos  capa- 
Ue  of  piereoting  fraud,  and  a  substitutioD  of  one  kind  of 
wine  for  another.  His  Majesty  has  considered  it  as  be- 
hMigmg  to  his  justice  as  well  as  bounty,  not  to  leave  afiy 
longer  sev^til  provinces  in  his  kingdom,  under  an  inter- 
dictien  founded  only  on  the  fear  of  an  abuse,  which  is 
foreign  n>  them:  and  being  Gontmced  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Tounine,  Saomuroia,  Orieais,  Blusois,  Anjou  should  be 
aAnittAd  to  participate  in  the  exemption  which  the  other' 
provinces  of  his  Kingdom  enjoy.  Tbe  encouragement 
whiob  will  result  tbetefrom,  to  col^vate  the  vine,  in  these 
provinces,  would  soon  become  a  new  source  of  riches  to 
the  State,  which  would  amply  compensate  for  the  sacri- 
fice of  tbe  duties,  which  would  no  longer  be  collected, 
and  notwithstan^g  every  time  that  this  matter  has  been 
diseuBsed,  the  States  of  his  province  ctf  Brittany  here 
testiGed  ^eir  apprebensions,  that  the  re-establishment  of 
a  liberty  so  desUBble  for  the  whole  countiy  traversed  by 
tbe  Lotie,  would  be  of  considerable  injury  to  th^  Farms 
ofduty,  and  that  it  appears  just,  that  they  should  be  heard 
M)  the  new  plan  of  precautions  adopted  by  his  Majesty. 
He  has  thought  proper  to  ordain ,  that  the  execution  there- 
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of  shall  only  be  for  the  present,  as  an  easay  and  pron- 
skmally :  reserving  to  himself  to  prtwounce  definitively 
thereon,  after  the  intermedial  commisnon  of  the  States 
shall  have  laid  before  him,  the  observations  they  may  see 
Gt  to  make  oq  this  subject;  it  being  his  intention  that 
this  cCHnmission  attend  to  this-  matter  without  delay,  and 
send  th^ir  observations  immediately. 

To  which  end,  being  anxious  to  provide,  having  seen 
the  request  of  the  Mayor,  Sheriffi  of  the  city  of  Tours, 
and  the  municipal  officers  of  the  town  of  Anjets,  BI<H8 
and  Saumur,  together  with  the  memorial  of  the  Farmers 
General,  the  advice  of  the  Deputies  of  Trade,  and  like- 
wise the  opinion  of  the  Intendant  and  Commissary  fiw 
the  department  of  the  generality  of  Tours,  the  menuv 
rial  of  the  Farmers  of  the  Duties,  together  with  the  let- 
ters of  the  Deputies  of  the  province  of  Brittany.  Hav- 
ing also  considered  the  ordinance  of  the  Farms  of  the 
month  of  February,  1687,  the  letters  patent  of  the  month 
of  April,  1717,  and  those  of  22nd  May,  1723.  Having 
heard  the  report  of  the  Sieur  Calimne,  Coujisellor  .in 
Ordmaiy  to  the  Royal  Council,  Comptroller  General  (^ 
the  Finance,  the  King  being  in  his  council,  has  ordered, 
and  does  order,  as  follows : 

Akticle  I.  Reckoning  from  the  Ist  December  next, 
and  until  it  shall  he  otherwise  ordered,  the  executioo  of 
the  fifth  article  of  the  first  title  of  the  ordinance  of  the 
month  of  February,  1687,  shall  be  suspended  and  with- 
out effect.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  wines,  of  the 
growth  of  the  {»x)vinces  of  Touraine,  BUisois,  Orleans, 
Saumuiois,  Anjou  and  others  of  the  five  large  Farms,, 
which  shall  be  transported  trom  the  said  provinces  info 
those  of  Picardy,  Normandy,  and  others  subject  to  the 
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tariff  of  1664,  oa  their  way  to  Brittany,  shall  enjoy  an 
exemption  from  the  dudes  of  export  and  import  of  the 
said  tariff  of  1664,  and  Irom  all  local  duties,  upon 
taking  cautionary  dischai^  ccwformable  to  the  regu- 
la^ns  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  said  ordinance  of  the 
month  of  February,  1687,  and  other  precautions,  which 
shall  be  hereafter  ordained. 

Article  ii.  Reckonmg  from  the  same  to  December 
next,  and  also  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  the 
arrit  and  letters  patent  of  10th  and  22nd  May,  1723, 
shall  be  deemed  as  though  they  had  nerer  taken  place, 
and  consequently  the  wines  of  the  growth  of  said  pro- 
vinces destined  for  transportadoo  to  the  French  Islands 
and  Colonies,  or  for  riciualling  the  vessels  bound  to  said 
Colt»ues,  and  which  shall  he  transported  there  on  their 
way  to  Brittany,  shall  enjoy  an  exemption'  from  the  du- 
ties of  export  d  the  tariff  of  1664,  and  from  all  local 
duties,  excepting  the  dudes  of  supply  and  of  those,  which 
make  a  part  of  the  regie  des  aidei,  or  the  administradon 
of  the  King's  (femefnes,  conformable  to  the  disposidons 
of  the  3rd  and  4th  articles  of  the  letters  patent  of  the 
month  of  A|»il,  1717. 

Article  hi.  The  merchants  and  others  who  would 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  exempdons,  announced  in  the 
foregoing  fitst  and  second  articles,  shall  be  obliged  to 
obserre  the  formaUdes  jaescribed,  as  well  by  the  sixth, 
seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  articles  of  the  letters  patent, 
of  the  month  of  April,  1717,  as  by  the  arrii  of  the 
6th  May,  1738,  the  tenor  of  which  follows. 

FcmnaUdes  to  be  observed  in  the  transportation  of  wines. 

Article  vi.  of  the  letters  patent  of  1717.  The 
merchants,  traders  and  waggoners  shall  be  bound  to  de- 
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fllare  at  the  office  of  tbe  place  where  they  take  up  the 
wine,  if  there  is  cnw,  if  not,  at  the  nearest  office,  the 
quantitieit  and  ^allty  of  the  wines  thsy  wish  to  despatch, 
and  the  place  of  their  destinatioD,  and  to  tt^  at  thesud 
office  B  pHmit,  givng  bond  to  report  in  three  ntontba,  a 
eerUScate  of  unloading  said  wines,  at  the  warehouae  at 
the  place  of  deposit,  or  of  their  b^ng  embaiked  in  the 
poit,  for  whieh  they  shall  have  been  declared. 

Formalities  to  be  observed  oa  the  nad. 

Abticlb  VII.  Of  sud  letters  patent.  The  said  mer- 
ctwols  and  waggoners  shall,  Eaoreov^-,  be  bound  to  le- 
pceaeat  oaA  shon  the  permit  U)  the  enstoia  house  officers^ 
who  shall  be  found  on  this  road,  to  peroait  such  visits  aad 
verificatioDS,  which  the  etud  officers  wcnild  make^  n'ho 
shall  be  bound  to  make  them,  without  any  delay  w  ex- 
p«ise,  ajid,  ia  case  of  fmudj  the  merchandise  sbsll  b« 
confiscated^  and  the  odbodera  mulcted  in  a  fine  at  five 
kuudied  livres. 

Formalides  to  be  observed  at  the  place  of  deposit. 

Arrit  of  May  6th,  L73S.  The  traders  and  m^vhants 
shall  be  bound  to  declare  to  the  cleik  of  the  Farms,  the 
warehouses  in  which  they  intend  to  stcae  the  said  winea, 
to  ^ve  their  bond  to  shew,  tbera  in  the  same  qointky  and 
quality,  every  time  they  shaU  he  required  to  do  so^  with- 
out being  able  to  take  them  out  of  said  warehousea,  or 
tiansport  them.&om  one  war^wueeto  another,  uidl  aAer 
deoluation,  and  with  leave,  to  admit  of  Aa  vidts  and 
re'verificetions  of  the  clerks  of  the  Farms,  as  oftea,  and 
whenever  they  shall  judge  fit,  under  penalty,  on  part  el 
the  merchimts,  ia  case  of  ^wing  o£  the  whole  or  psrt 
of  laid  wines,  of  oonfiscaticKi  of  the  ntlue  of  what  shall 
he  wanting,  and  a  fine  of  five  hundred  Uvres,  and  in  case 
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of  simply  romoviDg  iiiocn  one  warehouse  to  anodwr,  witti- 
qat  declaratiOB,  to  forfeit  the  privileges  of  the  place  of 
deposit,  and  he  aul^t  to  the  payment  of  ail  duties. 

Formalities  to  be  ohserred  at  the  bme  of  embarcalioii. 

Article  3th  and  9th  of  the  letters  patent  of  1777. 

The  said  merchants  and  wa^oneis  diall  be  bamnd  to 
see,  that  tbeii  wines  be  vimted  hefbre  they  ttdie  tlmn 
awsjy  from  the  place  of  depoeit,  by  the  clerfc  of  the 
Fanaw,  and  oot  ta  put  the^  on  hoard  aay  vessel  but  m 
presence  of  said  clerk ;  to  give  tbek  bond  at  the  €&ce  of 
the  FanDG,  of  the  place  of  embarcalioii ;  to  report  with- 
in a  year  at  fiirlbest,  for  the  vines  destined  ibr  the  colo- 
luea,  a  certificate  of  their  beiqg  landed  in  the  French 
Ifllands  or  oolonies;  which  certificate  shall  be  writMn 
on  the  back  of  the  permit,  u>d  signed  by  the  Governor 
Md  briendant,  ot  by  the  ccnunandants  and  commissaries 
subdelegated  ia  those  quarters,  aad  by  the  clerk  of  tbQ 
Farms  of  Ibe  demeaoei  m  the  west,  under  penally  of 
pajyii^  four  tkme.  the  amount  of  the  duties^ 

AbticIiI:  it.  His  Majesty  moreoTer  ovders,  that  the 
mevohams.  and  waggoneis:  be  bound,  oo  entering  isto 
BntlHiy,  to*  make  declaratiani  to  the  inspeMon  of  ^e 
Fartnem  ef  die  du^,  of  the  quanti^  and  quality  of  the 
nue,  vhkili  shaJl  be  bcoaght  there ;  as  also  to  recmve  od 
boaqd  the  boiits  that  shall  transport  them,  two  dnrht)  ap- 
pobtfld  by  the  said  Faimecsj  who  are  ex^essly  enjmiiet), 
unda  pena%-  of  le-wrB  punasbnent,  to  accompany  the 
aud  wines  as  far  as  the  place  of  theiv  depont,  to  obsenw 
that  ibey  be  not  drawn  off,  nor  ftom  one  cask  to  anodier, 
aad  Ibr'thiai  purpose,  to  use  every  necessary  loeafiure  wi- 
til  the  casks  are  arrived  at  said  place  of  deposit;  and  A« 
said  cbsbl  ih&B  not  ba  removed  fri»D  smd  deposit,  without 
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beiDg  accompaDJed  by  the  same  clerk  of  said  Farmers, 
who  shall  be  present  at  their  embarcation ;  for  wlucb 
purpose  the  merchants  and  waggoners  shall  be  bound  to 
take  a  permit  for  embarcation,  both  from  the  Farmers  of 
the  duties  and  the  chief  of  the  Farmeis  General. 

AsTiCLz  V.  His  Majesty  orders,  that  the  said  wines 
diall  only  be  deposited  in  the  ports  of  Nantes  and  Paio- 
beuf ;  and  that  in  case  of  dra^ng  off  or  substitution,  in 
the  road  or  at  the  place  of  deposit,  upcHi  verbal  declara- 
tion being  made  thereof,  and  duly  affirmed  to,  ^ther  by 
the  clerk  ofthechief  of  the  Farmers  General,  or  by  those 
of  the  Farmers  of  the  duties,  the  confiscation  of  the 
wines  and  boats  shall  be  pronounced,  as  well  on  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  wine,  as  the  masters  or  conduchHs  of  the 
boats,  with  a  fine  of  five  hundred  lirres. 

Aeticle  ti.  His  Majesty  reserves  (o  himself  the 
power  of  prescribing  such  other  formalities,  as  shall  be 
judged  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  Fann  of  the 
duties,  belonging  to  the  province  of  Brittany,  after  the 
observations  which  the  intermei^  commission  of  the 
States  of  the  said  province,  shall  address  to  the  Ccunp- 
troUer  General  of  the  Finances,  on  the  ccmlents  of  the 
present  decree,  within  the  space  of  three  months,  from 
the  date  of  the  pubUcaUon.  His  Majesty  enjoins  the  In- 
tendants  and  commissaries,  to  assist  in  carrying  the.  pie- 
sent  afrit  into  execution,  which  shall  be  printed,  publish- 
ed, and  fixed  tip  wherever  it  shall  be  necessaiy,  and  the 
necessary  tetters  patent  shall  be  made  out  concerning  it. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  his  Majesty  be- 
ing there  present,  held  at  Fontainebleau,  Uth  NoveiB- 
ba,  1785. 

THE  BARON  DE  BRETEUIL. 
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FBOH   THOMAS   JBFF£BSON   TO  JOHN   JAI. 

Puis,  November  IS,  irSS. 

Sir,         

Id  a  letter  which  I  bad  the  boBor  of  wri^i^  yea  on  the 
S6th  September,  1  infomied  you,  that  a  Dutch  company 
were  making  propondons  to  the  Minister  of  Finance 
here,  to  purchase,  at  a  dieconnt,  the  debt  due  irom  the 
United  States  to  this  country.  I  have  lately  procured  a 
copy  of  their  memoir,  which  I  now  enclose.  Should 
Congiess  think  this  subject  worthy  Ibeir  attenuon,  they 
have  no  time  to  lose,  as  the  necessities  of  the  Minister, 
which  alooe  has  made  him  to  listen  to  this  jHoposition, 
mayforce  him  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  The  efiect  which 
a  payment  of  the  whcde  sum  nould  have  here,  would  be 
very  valuable.  The  only  question  is,  whether  we  can 
borrow  it  in  Holland,  a  c|ues(ion  which  cannot  be  resolv- 
ed but  in  Holland.  The  trouble  of  the  trial,  and  ex- 
pense of  the  transaction,  nould  be  well  repaid  by  the 
dispo«tkins,  which  would  be  excited  in  our  favor,  m  the 
King  and  his  Ministers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Memorial  of  the  Dutch  Company. 

Tran^ation. 

The  United  States  have  borrowed  a  large  sum  of 

m<»iey  from  France,  for  which  they  pay  an  interest  until 

they  re-imburse  it,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

It  is  not  known  to  us  whether  the  periods  of  this  re-imburse- 
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ment  are  fixed,  or  whether  they  are  ieft  to  the  convemence 
of  the  United  States;  the  quota  of  this  sum  is  also  unknown. 
h  is  supposed  that  it  cannot  be  less  than  twenty-four  mil- 
lions, and  that  the  period  of  re-imbursement  is  not  near. 
It  is  tbonght  that  the  two  natioDs  consider  their  nutual 
benefit,  and  upon  this  BU[q>o^tion  an  arrai^ement  of  the 
debt  of  the  Umted  Smtes  is  proposed,  which  appeua  to 
suit  the  kiterest  of  both  thrae  powers. 

On  the  part  of  France,  the  want  o[  money  to  laoilitata 
its  re^imbursements  and  improvements,  should  induce  her 
to  fix  a  certain  price  fer  the  actual  retuni  of  so  la^|e  a 

On  the  part  of  die  Unhed  States,  the  soarciiy  of 
money  whioh  they  expeiience,  and  the  want  of  it,  wbioh 
dK  natural  extension  of  their  situation  ocoa»Dns,  laast 
iraider  every  measure  precious  that  will  bnng  into  circu-> 
lalioo  the  sum  they  have  bonowed,  and  under  such  a 
fbnn  tlitt  this  circnlation  will  take  place,  as  well  in  the 
United  States  as  elsewhere. 

This  mode  ofiecs  of  itself;  It  cotuasts  in  coaveitiiig 
the  American  debt  into  bills,  payable  to  thebearer,  in  sianas 
-fiom  five  hundred  to  a  thoosand  French  livres,  and  an- 
nexing  dividends  to  theee  bills,  for  receiving  the  interest 
in  such  places  as  shall  be  agreed  and  fixed  upon.  It  is  by 
no  means  to  be  doubted,  but  that  commerce,  and  the 
Europeans  who  would  settle  in  the  United  Stales,  would 
carry  there  great  numbers  of  these  bills,  which  would 
probably  be  re-imbursed  there.  The  United  States 
would  find  two  great  advantages  fiom  Umb  opemtibn. 
Hw  first,  by  acquiring  in  their  circulation  at  hnne,  a  pa- 
per, wtiich,  by  thefiiU  credit  it  would  bave^  would  aoswicr 
all  tbo  purposes  of  cash.    Secondly,  being  able  to  pay^ 
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at  home,  a  part  of  the  debt  afad  the  interest,  and  to  reduce 
h  by  degrees,  b;  means  of  the  purchase  df  lands  with 
these  bills,  payaUe  to  the  bearer ;  fat  the  speculators  in 
land  could  pay  for  them  in  this  way  with  advantage,  both 
oD  BCCouDt  of  their  being  able  to  procure  these  bills  in 
Europe,  on  beuer  terms  then  specie,  and  that  it  would 
particularly  suit  the  United  States  to  encourage  the  ex- 
change of  uncultivated  lands,  which  they  have  to  sell, 
ibr  bills  which  they  must  reimburse,  and  which,  in  the 
meantime,  costs  them  an  aunual  interest. 

lliese  instances  will  prove  the  great  benefit  which 
France  would  procure  for  the  United  States,  by  converting 
the  credit  she  has  given  tfaem,  into  bilb  payable  to'  the 
bearer,  which  might  be  brought  into  circulation. 

With  respect  to  the  benefit  France  would  reap,  it  is 
very  probable  that  she  might  dispose  of  all  these  bills  at 
once,  to  a  company  who  nould  take  them  up  in  consider* 
atioo  of  some  sacrifice  and  facilities,  which  ere  oustomary 
in  transactions  of  such  magnitude.  It  must  be  observed 
here,  that  this  anangement  is  determined,  up<Hi  the  pre* 
sumption,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  that 
this  debt  is  recoverable. 

It  iriil,  therefore,  follow,  that  France  will  ofatun  fot  the 
purposes  of  Government,  a  speedy  rAturn  of  a  Sum  of 
money  which  will  proportionably  lessen  the  Ictans,  which 
may  be  otherwise  necessary. 

On  the  first  reflection,  it  might  appear  that  France 
ought  not  to  sell  her  debt  with  the  United  States,  espe- 
cially <»i  terms  favorable  to  the  purchaser,  but  on  condi- 
tions of  not  being  obliged  to  gaajranty  the  same  against 
aecideots,  which  may  render  it  doubtfol,  as  this  might  Oc- 
casioo  a  distiuit  against  the  cre^  of  the  United  States, 
Vol.  in.— 23 
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which  might  be  pnjudicial  t&  them,  and  which  would  he 
impolitic  on  the  part  of  France,  and  inconsistent  with  the 
reciprocal  friendship  between  her  and  the  United  States. 
This  objection  will  be  removed  by  France  continuing  to 
be  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  the  bills  with  intereet. 
This  guarantee,  therefore,  is  not  only  necessary  kt  the 
success  of  the  proposed  arrangement,  but  the  dignity  of 
France  also  requires  it ;  less  hazard  will  attend  this  than 
the  riBk  that  attended  the  losing  the  sum  lent,  to  ud  a 
revolution  which  she  judged  important;  the  solvency 
of  the  United  States  depending  upon  their  independence, 
France  ought  not  to  expect  any  premiuin  for  guarantying 
a  solvency,  the  basis  of  which  it  is  her  interest  to  sup- 
port. Should  the  removal  of  this  objection  be  opposed, 
by  observing  that  the  speedy  benefit  rJ  twenty  millkMis  is 
not  of  sufficient  consideration,  to  determine  France  to 
mtke  a  change,  when  she  should  not  thereby  free  herself 
at  least  from  risk  with  the  United  States,  we  answer,  that 
the  advantage  of  restoring  these  twenty  millions  into  cir- 
culation, and  thereby  preventing  the  borrowing  of  this 
sura,  is  not  the  only  one. 

The  United  States  are  not  yet  free  from  all  apprehen- 
sions of  danger,  there  appears  some  difficulties  between 
them  and  England,  with  regard  to  Fulfilling  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  policy,  as  well  as  the  inclinations  of  the 
United  States,  require  their  firmness  in  «very  thbg  they 
have  to  transact  with  ibaX  power.  They  may,  there- 
lore,  be  under  the  necessity  of  demanding  fiuther  pecu- 
n^ry  aids.  The  circumstaDoes  that  may  render  (hese 
necessary  may  likewise  render  it  ^fficult  to  obtain,  espe' 
cially  should  they  deter  asking  them  undl  these  cinumi- 
^nces  are  tnade  public.     This  arrangement  then  may 
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facilitate  their  aid ;  should  it  require  promptness,  and 
should  it  be  hupoUtic  or  too  hazardous  to  seek  it  else- 
n^re  than,  in  Prance,  she  may  then  grant  it,  without 
being  oMiged  to  increase  her  taxes,  by  means  of  the 
actual  product  of  her  debt.  If  this  consideration  has  any 
weight;  it  follows,  that  the  proposed  arrangement  should 
be  delayed  as  short  a  time  as  possible.  The  English 
fijnds  hH,  and  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  ap- 
prehension, that  a  dangerous  contest  may  be  occasioned, 
by  the  refusal  of  the  Court  of  London  to  evacuate  the 
forts. 

The  proposed  airangement  requiring  his  Majesty's 
mrSt,  the  following  is  a  sketch  of  one,  if  ofiered. 

%etch  of  an  arr^t.     Loub,  &cc, 

Upon  representations  made  to  us,  that  the  sums  we 
have  \eat  to  the-  United  States,  our  dear  allies,  will  not 
be  returned  until  a  distant  period,  and,  that  by  turning 
our  debts  into  nego^abie  notes,  they  will  enter  immedi- ' 
ately  into  circulation,  and  would  afibrd  the  aairl  States 
an  advantageous  opportunity  of  dischai^ing  the  same, 
both  by  means  of  removing  the  necessity  of  remitting  to 
Em\3pe  the  necessary  fiinds  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest and  capital  of  part  of  their  debt,  represented  by 
the  bills,  which  their  circulation  shall  have  brought 
among  them,  as  also  by  the  oppCMrtunities  that  this  circu- 
lation may  ofier  of  exchanging  limds  for  these  bills, 
which  will  thereby  give  a  new  spring  to  the  cultivation 
which  the  United  States  desire  to  extend  and  accelerate, 
and  upon  bemg  assured  that  such  an  operation  would 
really  produce  those  advantages  to  the  United  States, 
without  the  least  inconveniency,  which  suggested  the 
measure,  especially  l^  guarantying  the  payment  of  said 
bills  to  the  possessors.     We  have,  therefore,  S^c.  Sic. 
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Another  preamble.     Louis,  &«. 

Ever  consideriDg  what  m&y  be  advantageous  to  tbe 
United  States,  and  tacititate  to  tbem  tbe  meaos  of  ex- 
tricating tb^Dselves  from  a  debt,  vrhich  they  have  been 
obliged  to  contract,  as  Well  with  us,  aa  with  other  pow- 
ers, and  particularly,  their  liberation  from  tbe  loan  of  tbe 
year  ——~,  the  period  of  reimbursement  being  near, at 
hand,  have  conceived  that  it  will  be  a  fresh  proof  of  our 
good  will,  by  giving  a  form  to  this  loan,  which  will  bring 
it  into  circulation,  by  making  it  n^otiable.  It  appears 
to  us,  that,  by  ctrnverting  this  sum  of      '  into  bills, 

payable  to  the  bearer,  to  the  amount  of livres 

each,  with  term  of  interest,  payable  at  fixed  places,  we 
should  furnish  tbe  United  States  vrith  a  simple  mode  of 
reimbursiug  successively  witiiiii  themselves,  and  witbou: 
any '  distress,  the  bills  which  will  be  thrown  into  eom- 
meroe.  In  operating  tbb  convezsitKi,  we  have  thought  it 
inoumbeat  on  our  justice,  the  dignity  (^  our  crown,  and 
our  ^fection  for  our  dear  allies,  to  guaranty  the  security 
and  the  payment  of  these  bills,  with  their  interest.  This 
guarantee  will,  moreover,  a&rd  a  fresh  proof  of  the  value 
we  fix  on  prraervii^  our  alhance  with  the  United  Stales. 
We  have  been  the  more  inclined  to  adopt  this  advanta- 
geous method  for  the  United  States,  as  it  is  perfectly  re- 
oonciledile  with  the  interests  of  our  aibjects,  with  tfae 
circumstMtces  and  disposition  we  are  in  to  free  our  St^e 
by  degrees,  of  all  its  debts  and  chaises.  For  these 
reasons,  &cc.  &tc. 

Tbe  articles  of  the  arrit  will  have  in  view,  1st.  To 
create  bilk  payable  to  the  bearer,  to  the  amouot  of  tbe 
sum  lent  to  the  United  States  tn  tbe  year  -'---. — ,  Um 
fixed  period  of  whose  reimbutsement  fatis  in  — 
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which  Inlls  shall  each  be  of ,  and  amoanting  to 

I  '  numbers,  from  number  one  lo  number  -— — , 
agreeable  to  the  model  annexed  to  the  arril.  3nd.  To 
fix  tbe  peiiod  of  reimbursement,  and  the  nuinber  of  bills 
which  shall  be  reimbursed  at  each  period ;  this  must  be 
determined  by  lot.  The  reimbursements  to  be  made  in 
Paris,  Amsterdam,  Philadelphia,  BosttHi,  New  York, 
Charieston,  with  bankers,  who  shall  be  appointed.  3rd. 
The  number  of  bills,  which,  by  lot  to  be  reiuibuised, 
shall  be  published  four  months  before  tbe  reimbursement, 
by  means  <^  the  public  prints  most  generally  known  in 
Europe  and  America.  4tb.  To  determine  where  the 
lotSEhaU  be  drawn ;  tbb  would  appear  to  be  most  proper 
in  one  of  the  cities  of  the  United  States.  5th.  Until 
tbe  reimbuTsements,  tbe  bills  shall  draw  aa  «imua)  inter- 
eu  of  six  percent,  which  shall  be  paid  every  year,  com- 
mracing  from    ■■'  ■■  '     in  the  cities  marked  out  in  the 

aiticie,  and  by  the  bwikers  to  be  apptNoted,  this 

payment  ahajl  have  effect  oq  presentaljon  of  the  original 
till,  to  which  shall  be  annexed  the  divideuds  .of  interest, 
agreeaUe  to  the  model,  Uc.  6th.  The  reimbursed  hills 
shall  be  withdrawn  as  being  extinguished,  aa  also  the  in- 
terest not  due.  The  bankers  who  shall  have  paid  them, 
shall  account  (or  the  same  with  ^e  United  States,  by 
represcuting  them,  and  these  shall  auccessively  forward 
the  bit  to  bis  Majesty's  Ambassador  to  s«rve  as  a  dis- 
ohuge  for  bis  Majesty's  guarantee,  in  prbportion  as  the 
United  States  shall  reimbiu^e  ihem. 

N.  B.  It  appears  indtspeosable  to  prevent  counterf^ts, 
tad  remove  aU  obstacles  in  the  way  of  tbe  oircttlaticn  (^ 
tbe  billsi,  that  they  be  stamped  by  the  Aiwbassador  of  the 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


189  TH0HA8  JEFFEBSON— JOHN  JAY. 

United  States.  An  operation  which,  as  well  as  the  others 
mentioned  in  the  arrit,  oa\y  to  be  aoDOunced  iD  cooceft 
with  the  United  States. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congrett. 

Octobers,  irer. 
The  board  of  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred  on  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Jefferson,  JHtnu- 
ter  Plenipotentiary  to  the   Court  of  France,  having 
reported, 

■  That  the  said  Minister  states,  "  That  a  proposition 
"  has  been  made  to  Monsieur  de  Calonne,  Minister  of 
"  the  Finances  of  France,  by  a  company  of  Dutch  mer- 
"  ohaDts,  to  purchase  the  debt  due  from  the  United 
"  States  to  the  Crown  of  France,  giving  for  the  said 
"  debt,  amounting  to  twenty-four  million  of  livres,  the 
"  sum  of  twenty  million  of  livres.  That  information  <ctf 
"  this  proposition  has  been  given  to  him  by  the  agent  of 
"  the  said  company,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining, 
"  whether  the  proposed  n^otiation  should  he  agreeable 


That  the  said  Minister  suggests,  "  That  if  there  is 
"  danger  of  the  public  payments  not  being  punctual, 
"  whether  it  might  not  be  better  that  the  discontents 
"  which  would  then  arise,  should  he  transferred  from  a 
"  Court,  of  whose  good  will  we  have  so  much  need,  to 
"  the  breasts  of  a  private  company. 

"  That  the  credit  of  the  United  States  is  sound  in 
"  Holland  ;  and  that  it  would,  probably,  not  be  difficult 
"  to  borrow,  in  that  country,  the  whole  sum  of  money 
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"  due  to  tibe  Court  of  France ;  and  to  dischai^e  that 
"  debt  without  any  deduction,  thereby  doing  what  would 
"  be  grateful  with  the  court,  and  establishing  with  them 
"  a  confidence  in  our  honor." 

On  a  mature  consideration  of  the  circumstances  > 
aJxivementioned,  the  board  beg  leave  to  observe, 

'  That  at  the  time  the  debt  due  from  the  United  States 
to  the  crown  of  France  was  contracted,  it  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  that  the  different  members  of  the 
Union  would  have  hesitated  to  make  effectual  provbion 
for  the  discharge  of  the  same,  since  it  had  been  con- 
tracted for  the  security  of  the  lives,  liberties  and 
propOTty  of  their  several  citizens,  who  had  solemnly 
pledged  themselves  for  its  redemption  ;  and  that,  there- 
foie  the  honor  of  the  United  States  caunot  be  impeach- 
ed, for  having  authorized  their  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
France  to  enter  into  a  format  convention,  acknowledging 
tiie  amount  of  the  said  debt,  and  stipulating  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  and  interest  due  thereon. 

That,  should  the  United  States  at  this  period,  give 
any  sanction  to  the  transfer  of  this  debt,  or  attempt  to 
make  a  loan  in  Holland,  for  the  discharge  of  the  same, 
the  persons  interested  in  the  transfer,  or  in  the  loan, 
would  hare  reason  to  presume  that  the  United  States,  in 
Congress,  would  make  effectual  provision  for  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  the  principal  and  interest. 

That  the  prospect  of  such  provision  being  made  with- 
in a  short  period,  is  by  no  means  flattering  ;  and  though 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  is  still  sound  in  Holland, 
from  the  exertions  which  have  been  made  to  discharge 
the  interest  due  to  the  subscribers  to  the  loans  in  that 
country,  yet,  in  the  opinion  of  this  board,  it  would  be 
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uojust,  aa  well  as  impolitic,  to  give  bd^  public  31 
to  the  proposed  negotiation.  Unjust,  becauea  the  ntuon 
would  contract  an  engagement,  without  any  well  ground- 
ed expectation  of  dischaiging  it  with  proper  punctuality. 
Impolitic,  because  a  failure  in  the  payment  of  interest 
accruing  from  this  negotiation  (which  would  inevitably 
happen)  would  justly  blast  all  hopes  of  credit  with  the 
citizens  of  the  United  Netherlands,  when  the  exigencies 
of  the  Union  might  render  new  loans  indispensably  ne- 
cessary. 

The  board  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  al- 
though a  grateful  sense  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  Court  of  France,  would  imdoubtedly  induce  the 
United  States,  in  Congress,  to  make  every  possible  ex- 
ertion for  the  [^mbursement  of  the  moneys  advanced 
by  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  yet,  that  they  canmH 
presume,  that  it  would  tend  to  establish  in  the  mind  of 
the  French  Court,  an  idea  of  the  Rational  honor  of  this 
country  to  Involve  individuab  in  a  heavy  loan,  at  a  time 
when  Congress  were  fully  sensible  that  their  resouices 
were  altogether  inadequate  to  discharge  even  the  in- 
terest of  the  same,  much  leas  the  instaknents  of  /the 
pnDcipal,  which  would  from  tune  to  time  become  due. 
How  far  the  idea  of  transferring  the  discontents  which 
may  prevail  in  the  French  Court,  tiv  want  of  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  interest,  to  the  breast  of  the  ^vate 
citizens  of  Holland,  would  *  be  consistent  with  sound 
policy,  the  board  forbear  to  enlarge  On. 

It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  pub- 
lic integrity  of  a  natioa  is  the  best  shield  of  defence 
against  any  calamities,  to  which,  in  the  course  of  hu- 
man events,  ^e  may  find  heaelf  exposed. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


mpi^OMATic  oaaaxspososNct.  ib5 

This  priociple,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  coaduct  of 
the  United  States,  in  contracting  the  loans  with  France, 
cannot  be  called  in  question.  The  reverse  would  be 
the  case,  should  the  saoctiou  of  the  United  States  be 
given,  eichar  to  (he  transfer  of  the  French  debt,  or  to 
the  n^otiation  of  a  loan  in  Hcdiand,  foe  the  pinpostt 
of  dtacba^ng  it. 

If  it  be  further  considered,  that  the  consequences  of 
a  fetlure  in  the  pmictual  payment  of  interest,  on  the 
moneys  borrowed  by  the  United  States,  can  by  no 
means  ba  so  distressing  to  a  nation,  (and  one  pawerfiil 
in  resources,)  as  it  would  bo  to  individuals,  whose  de- 
pendence for  support  is  irequently  on  the  interest  of 
tbe  moneys  loaned,  the  board  presume  that  the  pro- 
posed negotiatioa  cannot  be  ocmudered  at  tbe  present 
juncture  in  any  pomt  of  view,  eitbca:  as  eligil>le  or  pro- 
per. Under  these  ciieumstancei  tbey  submit  it  as  their 
opinion, 

That  it  would  be  proper  witboat  dekiy  to  instruct 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  FnuMW, 
not  to  give  any  sanctioD  to  any  negotiation,  which  may 
be  proposed  for  transferring  the  debt  due  from  the  United 
Slates,  to  any  State  or  company  of  individuals,  who 
may  be  disposed  to  purchase  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report." 
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FaOB   TBOHAS    JEFrGBSOH  TO  WILLIAH   CABJflCHlEL. 

FAris,  December  36, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

A  note  from  me  of  the  S2nd  of  September,  apprised 
you  it  would  be  some  time  before  I  should  be  able  to  an- 
swer your  letters,  I  did  not  then  expect  it  would  have  been 
to  long. 

I  enclose  herein  a  resolution  of  Congress  recalling  Mr. 
Lamb,  which  I  will  b^  the  favor  of  you  to  have  de- 
livered him.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  sub- 
ject of  directiDg  him  to  settle  with  Mr.  Bafclay,  and  at- 
tend bis  answer.  In  the  meantime,  I  am  not  without 
hopes,  Mr.  Barclay  has  done  the  business.  I  send  also 
a  note  desiring  Mr.  Lamb  to  deliver  you  his  cypher,  and 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Finance  here  to 
me,  announcing  several ,  regulations  in  Javor  of  our  com- 
merce. 

My  Notes  on  Virginia,  having  been  hastily  writtea, 
need  abundance  of  cwrections,  two  or  three  of  these  are 
so  material,  that  I  am  reprinting  a  few  leaves  to  substi- 
tute for  the  cAd.  As  socm  as  theso'shaU  be  ready,  I  will 
beg  your  acceptance  of  a  copy,  I  shall  be  proud  to  be 
permitted  to  send  a  copy,  also,  to  the  Count  de  Campo- 
manes,  as  a  tribute  to  his  scioice  and  his  virtues.  You 
will  find  in  them,  that  the  natural  bridge  has  found  an  ad- 
nurer  in  me  also.  I  should  be  happy  to  make  with  you 
the  tour  of  the  curiosities  you  will  find  therein  mention- 
tioned.  That  kind  of  pleasure  surpasses  much,  in  my 
estimation,  whatever  I  find  on  this  side  of  the  Atiantic. 
I  sometimes  think  of  building  a  little  hermitage  at  the  na- 
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Uiral  bridge  (for  it  is  my  property)  and  of  passing  there  a 
pan  of  the  year  at  least. 

I  have  received  Americaa  papers  to  the  1st  of  Noveni' 
her.  Some  tumultous  meetings  of  the  people  have  ta- 
ken  place  in  the  Eastern  States,  i.  e.  obe  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  in  Connecticut,  and  one  in  New  Hampshue. 
Theii  principal  demand  was,  a  respite  in  the  judiciary 
proceedings.  No  injury  was  done  however,  in  a  single 
imtaDce,  to  Uie  person  or  property  of  any  one,  nor  did 
the  tumult  continue  twenty  four  hours  inany  one  instance. 
In  Massachusetts,  this  was  owing  to  the  discretion  which 
the  malcontents  still  preserved  ;  in  Connecticut  and  New 
Hampshire,  the  body  of  the  people  rose  in  support  of 
government,  and  obliged  the  malcontents  to  go  to  their 
homes.  In  the  last  mentioned  State  they  seized  about 
forty,  who  were  in  jail  lor  trial.  It  is  believed  this  inci* 
dent  will  strengthen  our  government.  These  people  are 
not  entirely  without  excuse.  Before  the  war  these  Slates 
depended  on  their  whale  cnl  and  fish,  the  former  was 
consumed  in  England,  and  much  of  the  latter  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. The  heavy  duties  on  American  whale  oil, 
now  required  in  England,  exclude  it  from  that  market ; 
and  the  Algerines  exclude  them  from  brin^g  their  fiab 
into  the  Mediterranean.  France  is  opening  her  porta  for 
for  their  oil,  but  in  the  meanwhile,  their  ancient  debts 
are  pressing  them,  and  they  have  nothing  to  pay  with> 
The  Massachusetts  Assembly,  too,  in  their  zeal  for  pay- 
ing their  public  debt,  had  laid  a  tax  too  heavy,  to  be 
paid  in  the  circumstances  of  their  State.  The  Indians 
seem  disposed,  too,  to  make  war  up<»i  us.  These  com- 
plicated causes  determined  Ctmgress  to  increase   their 
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fbioes  to  two  thoiBBnd  men.  The  Unei  was  the  sole 
object  avowed,  yet  the  former  entered  for  something  into 
the  measure.  However,  I  am  ntii^d  the  good  seoEO  of 
the  people  is  the  Bttongest  uaxy  our  gorenunent  can 
ever  have,  and  that  it  will  not  fail  them.  The  CEHnmer- 
cial  ooaveoticw  at  Annapolis,  was  not  full  enough  to  do 
business,  tbe^  found,  too,  their  appcnntments  too  narrow, 
hdng  confined  to  the  article  of  commerce.  They  hava 
pmposed  a  meeting  at  Flukdelphia,  in  .May,  and  that  it 
may  be  autborized  to  propose  amendments,  of  whatever 
is  defective  in  the  Federal  Constitution. 

When  I  was  in  £i^Und  I  formed  a  portable  copying 
press,  tm  the  principle  of  the  large  one  they  make  there, 
lot  copying  letters.  I  bad  a  model  made  there,  and  it 
has  answered  perfectly.  A  woriunan  here,  has  made  se- 
veral from  that  model.  The  itinerant  temper  of  your 
Court  will,  I  think,  render  one  of  these  useful  to  yoa. 
You  must,  therefore,  do  me  the  &Tor  to  accept  of  one. 
I  have  it  now  in  readiness,  and  shall  send  it  by  the  way 
of  Bayonne,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Alexander  there,  unless 
Don  Miguel  de  Lardisabel  can  carry  it  with  him. 

My  band  admoDishes  me  it  is  lime  to  stop,  and  that  I 
must  defer  writing  to  Mr.  Barely  till  to-^noaow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &tc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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rROM   TBOMAI   JsrFEBSON    TO  JOHN    JAT. 

Paiu,  December  31. 17S6. 
Sir, 
I  bad  thfl  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  13th  of  the 
last  month,  since  which  your  favor  of  Ootober  ISth  has 
been  reeeirsd,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress lor  recalUng  Mr.  Lamb.  My  letter  by  Mr.  Ran- 
dall informed  you,  tbu  we  had  put  an  end  to  his  powers, 
and  required  hiro  to  repair  to  Congress.  I  lately  receiv- 
ed a  letter  liDoi  him,  dated  Alicant,  October  lOth,  <A 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  thai  the  circumstance  of  ill  health, 
either  true  or  false,  is  urged  for  his  not  obeying  our  call. 
I  shall  immediately  forward  the  order  of  Congress.  I 
UD  not  without  fear,  that  some  misapplicalion  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  may  enter  into  the  causes  of  his  declinrng  to 
return.  The  moment  that  I  saw  a  symptom  of  this  in 
his  conduct,  as  it  was  a  circumstance  which  did  not  admit 
the  delay  of  consulung  Mr.  Adams,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Car- 
michael  to  stop  any  moneys,  which  he  might  have  in  the 
bands  of  his  banker.  I  am  sdll  unable  to  judge  wheAer 
be  is  guilty  of  tfns  or  not,  as  by  the  arrangements  with 
Hr.  Adams,  t^  alone  bad  dooe  business  with  the  bank- 
en  of  the  Umted  States  in  Holland,  Mr.  Lamb's  drafU 
w«re  to  be  made  on  him,  and  I  know  not  what  thenr 
amount  has  been.  His  drafts  could  not  have  been  nego- 
tiatod  if  made  on  us  both,  at  ^acet  so  distaM.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  thought,  that  the  appmttment  of  Mr.  Lamb  was 
oemimUe  in  the  moment  in  winch  it  was  made.  It  is  a 
piece  of  justice,  therefore,  which  I  owe  to  Mr.  Adams, 
to  declare  that  the  propositions  went  fint  from  me  to  him. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


190  THOMAB  JGFFBBSCHI-VJOBN  JAT. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Adams,  of  September  S4th,  1785j  in  which  that 
proposition  was  made.  It  expresses  the  motires  operat- 
ing on  my  mind  in  that  moment,  as  well  as  the  cautions 
I  thought  it  necessary  to  take ;  to  these  must  be  added 
the  difficulty  of  finding  an  American  in  Europe  fit  for 
the  business,  and  willing  to  undertake  it.  I  knew,  aiter- 
wards,  that  Dr.  Bancroft  (who  b  named  in  the  letter) 
CMild  not,  on  account  of  his  own  a&iis,  have  accepted 
even  a  primary  appointment.  I  think  it  evident  diat  no 
appointment  could  have  succeeded,  wiUiout  a  much 
greater  sum  of  money. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  Mr.  Barclay's  mission  has  been 
attended  with  complete  success.  For  this  we  are  indebt- 
ed, unquestiooably,  to  the  influence  and  good  offices  of 
the  Court  of  Madrid.  Cc^onel  Franks,  the  bearer  of 
this,  will  have  the  honor  to  put  into  your  hand  the  <Higiiia] 
of  the  treaty,  with  other  papers  accompanying  it.  It 
will  appear  by  these,  that  Mr.  Barclay  has  conducted 
himself  with  a  degree  of  mtelligence  and  of  good  &ith, 
wluch  reflect  the  highest  honor  on  him. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  from  Capbun  O'Bryen  to  Mr.  Cai^ 
micbael  is  alap  herewith  enclosed.  The  information  it 
contains  will  throw  iitrthei  light  on  the  a^rs  of  A^ets. 
IGs  observations  on  the  difficulties  which  arise  frcHn  the 
distance  of  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  from  that  placb,  and 
itosa  one  aiioUier,.aDd  the  delays  occa^imed  by  this  cir- 
cumstance, are  certtunly- just.  If  Congress  should  pro- 
pose to  receive  the  negodationa,  they  will  judge  wbed»r 
it  will  not  be  more  expedient  to  send  a  person  to  Algiers 
who  can  be  trusted  with  fiill  powers ;  and,  also,  whether 
1  to  Constantinople  may  not  be  previously  neces- 
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aaty.  Before  I  quit  thi»  subject,  I  must  correct  an  em» 
in  the  letter  of  CapMia-O'Bryen.  Mr.  Lamb  was  not 
limited,  as  be  says,  to  one  hundred,  but  to  two  hundred, 
dollars  a  piece  for  our  prisoners.  Tlus  was  the  sum 
which  had  been  just  paid,  for  a  large  number  of  French 
prisoners,  and  this  was  our  guide. 

The  difiereoce  between  Russia  and  the  Porte  seems 
patched  up  for  the  present.  That  between  Spain  and 
Naples  is  not  yet  healed,  and  probably  will  not  be  cor^ 
dially ;  but  if  it  does  not  lead  to  a  war,  it  will  probably 
end  in  a  settled  coobiess,  and  the  King  of  Spain's  ceasing 
to  interfere  with  that  Govenunent.  The  mediation  of 
tUs  Court,  I  suppose,  has  been  excited  by  the  fear,  that 
Naples  might  throw  itself,  into  the  other  scale  of  the 
European  balance.  Tlus  has  been  much  feared  from  the 
new  Kmg  of  Pnisiia.  Such  a  weight  as  this,  shifted 
into  the  scale  of  the  Emperor,  Russia  and  England 
would  spread  a  clouct  over  the  prospects  of  this  kingdom. 
Of  the  possibihty  of  this  event,  you  will  be  so  much 
better  informed  by  Mr..  Dumas,  that  it  would  be  going 
out  of  my  province  to  take  up  mote  of  your  rime  with  it. 
The  packets  at  L'Orient  have  orders  to  go  to  Havre, 
Irom  which  place  they  will  ply  after  the  month  of  Feb- , 
ruaiy.  This  mil  enable  me  to  resume  that  channel  of 
correspondence  with  you,  as  I  can  always  send  a  confi- 
dential servant  by  the  diligence,  in  twenty-four  hours  to 
that  place,  to  put  my  letters  in  the  hand  of  our  agent 
there,  who  will  find  a  passenger  or  other  trusty  person  to 
take  charge  of  them,  without  their  gobg  into  the  post 
mail.  Through  passengers  and  the  same  a^it,  your 
letters  to  me  may  be  safely  conveyed,  unopened.  I  en- 
olose  you  the  Leyden  and  French  gazettes  to  this  date.; 
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m  the  latter  jou  Trill  Bad  m  atttbentio  copy  of  die  treatr 
between  France  and  England.  I  am  also  desired  to  send 
yoti  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Andie  Cami,  praying  tlul 
justice  may  be  done  him. 

I  have  the  hoiKn- 1)(  being,  he. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


TBOK   fOHH   LAMB    TO  THOMAS  JCrfSBSON. 

AlkMit,  October  10,  1786. 
I  have  received  your   Excellency's  letter;  I  am  not 
able  to  take  passage  by  sea  or  land;  I  have  b«ea  confined 
these  three  montbe. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  canoot  iene  a  bill  set- 
tlement in  Europe;  what  I  have  mitten  concerning  it  ii 
real. 

The  letew  of  credit  I  will  retain  by  the  firstsafe  hmd. 
By  post  all  my  letters  are  broken,  iher^re  I  think  it  wiO 
be  unsafe  by  that  method  of  conveyance;  but  in  the 
),  shall  draw  no  more. 

i  am,  whfa  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  LAMB. 


Ertract  of  a  letter  from  T^Muu  Jefferton  to  John 

Fttu,  S«pteiri>er  34,  irSS. 
Sir, 
My  letter  of  September  I9lfa,  written  the  mormng 
after  Mr.  LamVs  arrivBl  b«e,  would  inform  you  of  that 
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cucumMnce.  I  tmaiim  jkki,  berewitb,  copies  of  tbe 
papers  be  brought  to  us,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  Barbary 
tt«atie6.  YoD  will  see  by  ^m,  tbat  CoDgresB  has  adopt- 
ed the  very  plan,  which  we  were  proposing  to  pursue,  it 
will  now  go  on  under  less  danger  of  objection  from  the 
other  parties.  I^e  receipt  of  these  new  papere,  there- 
five,  has  rendered  necessary  no  change  in  matters  of  sub- 
Stance  in  tbe  despatches  We  bad  prepared,  but  they  r«t- 
d^  some  formd  cbattgee  necessary,  for  instance,  in  our 
letter  of  credence  for  Mr.  Barclay  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  it  becomes  Impoper  to  enter  into  those  expla- 
natKHis,  «4iich  seemed  proper  when  that  letter  was  draws; 
because  Congress,  in  their  letter,  enter  into  that  expl»- 
iwtioD.  In  the  letter  to  tbe  Count  de  Vergennes,  it 
became  proper  to  mentitm  the  new  foH  powers  received 
fi»m  Congress,  and  which,  in  some  measure,  accord 
wi^  the  idea  communicated  by  him  to  us  irom  the  M. 
de  Castries,  these  and  odier  ibrmal  alterations,  v^ieb 
appeared  necessary  to  m«,  I  have  inade,  leaving  so  much 
<tf  the  original  drafts,  approved  and  amended  by  you,  ttB 
were  not  incoimstein  inth  tbese  aheratiotis.  1  have, 
thereicxe,  had  them  [oepued  fm  to  save  you  tbe  trouUtf 
(^  copying  ;  yet,  whenever  you  choose  to  make  altera- 
timiB,  you  frill  be  so  good  as  to  make  tbem,  takmg,  in 
diat  case,  tbe  trouble  of  hanng  new  fair  copies  made 
out. 

You  will  perceive  by  l(r.  Jay's  letter,  that  Ccngress 
had  not  thought  proper  to  give  Mr.  Lamb  any  appobt- 
moit,  I  imagine  they  apprehended  it  might  mterfere 
with  measures  actually  taken  by  as.  Notwithstanding 
tbe  perfect  fraediun  which  they  are  pleased  to  leave  to 
us  on  this  subject,  I  cannot  feel  myself  clear  <^  that  bias,' 
Vol.  in— 25 
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which  a  presumpuon  of  their'  pleasure  gives,  and  ought 
to  give.  1  presume  that  Mr.  Lamb  met  their  approha- 
tioQ,  because  of  the  recommendations  he  carried  iirani 
the  Governor  and  State  of  Connecticut,  becaitse  of  his 
actual  knowledge  of  the  country  and  people  of  those 
States  of  Barbary,  because  of  the  detention  of  these  let- 
tecs  from  March  to  July,  which,  considering  their  pressr 
ing  nature,  would  otherwise  have  been  sent  by  other 
Americans,  whb,.in  the  meantime,  have  come  from  New 
York  to  Paris;  and  because,  too,  of  the  infcurmation  we 
received  by  Mr.  Jarvis.  These  reasons  are  not  strong 
enough  to  set  aside  our  appoiatmentof  Mr.  Barclay  to 
Morocco,  that,  I  think,  shouJd  go  on,  as  no  man  could 
be  seat,  who  would  enjoy  more  the  couGdencC  of  Con- 
gress ;  but  they  are  strong  enou^  to  induce  me  loi  pro- 
pose to  you  the  appointment  of  Lamb  to  Algiers,  he  baa 
Ibllowed  for  many  years  the  Barbary  trade,  and  seems 
indmately  ac<)uainted  with  those  States.  1  have  not 
seen  enough  of  him  to  judge  of  his  abilities;  he  ^ems 
not .  d^cient,  as  far  as  lean  see,  and  the  footii^  on 
which  he  comesi  must  furnish  a  presuipption  fbi:  what 
we  do  not  see;  we  must  say  the  same,  as  to  his  integrity ; 
we  must  rely  for  this  on  the  recommendations  he  l^'ings, 
as  it  is  impoesihle  ibr  us  to  judge  of  this  for  oursdves, 
yet  it  will  be  our  duty  to  use  such  reasonable  caatioos  as 
are  in  our  power.  Two  occur  to  me,  1st.  To  givd  him 
a  clerk  capable.of  assisting  and  attending  tohis  proceed- 
ings, and  who,  in  case  he  thought  any  thing  was  doing 
amiss,  might  give  us  information.  2nd.  Not  to  give  a 
credit  on  Van  Staphorst  and  Willink,  but  let  bis  dvi&s 
be  madeon  yourself,  which,  with  the  knowledge  you  will 
have  of  his  proceedings,  will  enable  you  to  check  them,- 
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if  you  are  sensible  of  any  abuse  intended;  this  will  givd 
you  trouUe,  but  as  I  have  never  found  you  declining 
trouble  when  it  is  necessary,  I  venture  to  propose  it ;  1 
hope  it  will  not  expose  you  to  inconvenience,  as  by  io- 
structing  Lamb  to  insert  in  his  drafts  a  proper  usance, 
you  can,  in  the  meanUme,  raise  the  money  for  them,  by 
drawmgon  Holland.  I  must  inform  you' that  Mr.  Bar- 
clay wishes  to  be  put  tm  the  same  footing  with  Mr; 
liamb,  as  to  diia  article,  and,  therefore,  I  return  you 
your  letter  of  credit  on  Van  Staphorst  atid  Co.  As  to 
the  first  article,  there  is  great  difficulty,  there  is  nobody 
at  Paris,  fit  for  the  uiidertaking,  who  would  be  likely  to 
accept  H;  I  mean,  there  is  no  American,  for  I  should  be 
anxious  to'  place  a  native  ib  the  trust;  perhaps  you  can 
send  us  one  from  London,  there  is  a  Mr.  Randolph* 
there,  from  New  York,  whom  Mr.  Barclay  thinks  might 
be  relied  on  very  firmly  for  ^  integrity  and  capacity.  He 
is  there  for  his  health;  perhaps  you  can  peisuade  him  to 
go  to  Algiers  ia  pur«iit.  of  it;  if  you  caimol,  I  r^ly 
know  not  what  wiU  be  done,  it  is  impossible  to  pn^xise 
10  Bancroft,  to  go  in  a  secondary  capacity.  Mr.  Bar- 
day  and  myself  have  thought  of  Caimes,  at  L'Ori^nt, 
as  a  denuer'resolt,  but  it  is  uncertun,  or  rather  improba- 
ble, that  he  will  undertake  it.  You  will  be  pleased,  in 
the  first  place,  to  consider  of  my  pn^ouuoo  to  send 
Lamb  to  Algiers,  and  in  the  next,  all  the  circumstanoes 
before  detailed,  aa  consequences  of  that. 

"The  enclosed  letter  from  Richard  CyBryen  fumishes 
pQwerfiil  motives  for  cMnmeneing  by  some  means  or  other 
the  trea^r .  with  AJ^ers,  mwe  immediately  dian  would 

*  Qui^  to  be  Suidia 
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be  done,  if  left  to  Mr.  Barclay;  you  will  paiceive  bj  that, 
tll^t  two  of  our  v«Bsel»  with  tbeii  ciews  tad  cargoes  ban 
becD  earned  captive  into  that  poet;  what  ia  to  be  done  as 
to  those  poor  peo|de?  I  am  for  hasordiag  tbe  nipple- 
mestary  iostmctioD  to  Lambj  wbkih  Bccompaniea  tbew 
papers;  alter  it  oc  reject  it  aryou  please.  You  aak  nbu 
I  tUnk  of  claiming  tbe  Dutch  interpomtion?  I  doubt  tbe 
fidelity  of  any  Inte^xnidoD  too  much  to  desire  it  sia- 
«erely.  Our  letteis  to  this  Court  faerMofore,  seemed  to  ob- 
lige us  to  cemmumGSte  with  them  on  the  subject.  If  you 
ttsflk  the  Dutch  would  take  amias  our  not  applying  to 
them,  I  will  jmn  you  in  tbe  apfdicatioa,  otherwise,  the 
fewer  are  Apprized  of  ottr  proceedii^  the  better.  To 
eoomtunicate  them  to  the  Sutes  of  HoUaad  ia  to  commu- 
nioste  ibem  to  the  world. " 


.  raoa  johm  pacl  jomks  to  THtmAt  jEimsoiT. 
Parif,  Auguit  1^  1786. 
Sit, 

'  Having  no  iM  of  tbe  Ariel  in  my  postesnon,  I  mn  i»- 
Me  to  detenume  the  legality  of  the  claim  expmsed  in 
the  papers  yoa  did  me  the  honor  to  send  for  nty  opinion. 
Tbe  papers  of  that  fargate  were  depositsd  in  the  admi< 
rrity  at  t*IutftdelplR8, 1  diink  h  April  or  May,  1781,«iicl 
I  remember  that  some  anangement  vnib  Mr.  HtAer 
was  spoken  of  by  tbe  Board,  tat  die  wages  <hie  to  the 
Marines,  who  bdng  FKncb  nitgects,  w«re  elaiiiAed  by 
the  Chevalier  de  Fa  Ldmme,  and  setat  to  join  Monsieur  des 
Touches  at  IUmmIs  Island.  As  this  happened  in  the  mo- 
ment when  paper  money  was  going  out  of  ciitulation. 
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per}ia[)9  tha  men  hare  not  been  paid?    The  truth  can 
c^7  be  known  hj  writing  to  America,  unless  you  tfaiak 
fit  to  oonsiilt  the  Count  des  Touches,  with  whom  they 
embariced  at  Philadelphia  for  Rbo<ie  Islaod. 
I  bare  the  hcHior  to  be,  8ec. 

PAUL  iONES. 


rSOM  tttOHAS   JCFTESSOR   TO   JOHH  JIT. 

Paru^  J*iHuu7  9,  1787. 
Sir, 

My  last  of  DecMnber  SIst,  acknowledged  the  recdpt  of 
youTB  (^  October  1 3,  as  the  present  does  those  of  October 
3rd,  9th  and  S7th,  together  with  die  resolu^oo  of  Con- 
gress of  October  16,  on  the  claim  of  Schwe^beuser.  IfriO 
pfoceed  in  this  business  on  the  return  of  Mr.  Barclay, 
who  being  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  cireutnstances; 
will  be  Kiabled  to  givd  me  that  infbrmalioa,  the  want  of 
which  nught  lead  me  to  do  wrong  on  the  (Hie  side  or  the 
oUier. 

Infbnnaiion  of  tbengnature  of  the  treaty  irith  Moroc- 
co has  been  long  on  iu  passage  to  you.  I  will  beg  leave 
to  recur  to  dates,  that  you  may  see  that  no  part  of  it  has 
been  derived  ftonl  me.  The  first  oodce  I  had  of  it  was 
m  a  letter  fitUn  Mr.  Barclay  dated  Daralbeyda,  Almost 
Itth,  I  received  tins  on  the  \3tb  September,  ne  secuM 
eonreyance  ofifeied  till  the  Sfitfa  of  (be  same  month,  be- 
ing 13  days  after  my  receipt  of  it.  la  my  letter  of  (bat 
date,  whidi  went  by  the  way  of  London,  !  had  the  Iranor 
to  mclose  youa  copy  of  Mr.  Barclay's  letter.  Thecon- 
vcyance  of  the  treaty  itself  is  ntSbring  a  dehy  here  at 
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preBflDt,  which  all  my  anxiety  cannot  prevent.  Colonel 
Frank's  baggage  which  came  by  water  from'  Cadiz  lo 
Rouen,  has  been  long  and  houriy  expected,  the  moment 
it  arrives  he  will  set  out  for  London,  to  have  duplicates 
of  the  treaty  signed  by  Mr.  Adams  and  fiwn  tbence  he 
will  proceed  to  New  York.  The  Chevalier  del  Pioto, 
who  treated  with  us  on  behalf  of  Portugal  bebg  resident 
at  London,  I  have  presumed  that  the  causes  of  the  delay 
of  that  treaty  had  been  made  known  to  Mr.  Adams, 
and  by  him  communicated  to  you,  I  will  write  to  him  by 
Colonel  Franks,  in  order  that  you  may  be  answered  on 
that  subject. 

The  ^blication  of  the  enck>sed  extract  from  my  let- 
^[of  M&X'^th,  17^,  will  I  fear  have  very  mJschie- 
riouS  e^cts,  it  will  tend  to  ^raw  on  the  Count  de  Ver' 
gennes,  the  formidable  phalanx  of  the  Farms,  to  prevent 
fai$  committing  fajm80lf-.to  me  in  any  conversatioD,  which 
he  does  npt  mean  for  the  iHiblic  papers,  to  inspire  the 
spne  diffidence  into  all  other  Ministers  with  whom  I  might 
hs.ve,lo  transact  business,  to  defeat  the  Uttle  hope,  if  any 
hope  existed,  of  getting  aid  of  the  Farm  on  the  ardcle  of 
tol^accp,  and  to  damp-  that  .freedom  of  comraumcation 
which  the  r^olution  of  Coqgress,  May  3rd,.  1784,  was 
inte^ded  to  j&iestahBpb. 

Observing  by  the. prqceediirgs  of  Coi^iess,.  that  they, 
a^  about  to  establi^  a  coinage,  I.  think  it  my-dul'y  to  in- 
fijira  thera,:that  a  Swiss  of  the  name  of  Dtost,  estab- 
lished here^  has  invenl;ed  a  method  of  striking  the  two 
fiifffs  and  eflge  of  a^cob  at  one  stroke,  by  this  and  other 
^plifications  o{  the  process  of  coinage,  he  is  enabled  to 
cwi  from  25,000  to  30,000  pieces  a  day  with  the  assist- 
ance of  only  two  persons,  the  pieces  of  metal  being  first 
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prepared  i  I  send  you  by  Colonel  Franks  three  coins  of 
gold,  ^Ivei  and  copper^  wbicb  you  will  perceive  to  be 
perfect  medals^  and  I  can  assure  you  &om  having  seen 
bim  ccnn  money,  that  every  piece  is  as  perfect  as  these;' 
there  has  certainly  never  yet  been  seen  any  coin,  in  any 
country,  ccHnparable  to  this  j  the  best  workmen  in  thb 
way  acknowledge  that  his  is  like  a  new  art.  Cwnsboidd 
always  be  made  in  the  highest  perfectiffli  posrible,  because 
it  is  a  great  'guard  against  ihe  danger,  of  false  coinage. 
This  man  Would  be  willing  to  furnish  his  implements  to 
Congress,  and  if  they  please,  be  will  go  over  and  ith- 
simct  a  peiscHi  to  carry  on  the  woik,  ma  do  I  beheve,  he 
would  ask  any  thing  unreasonablei  It  would  be  very  de?^ 
sirable  that  in  th€  instituUon  of  a  new  coinage,  we  sliould 
set  out  on  so  perfect  a  plan  as  this,  and  the  more  so' as 
whHe  the  work  is  so  exquisitely  done  vth  doofi  cheaper. 
I  will  certainly  do  ibB  best  I  can,  for  the  refbnnation 
of  the  Consular  Convention,  being  perstiaded  that  ou; 
States  would  be  very  unwilling  to  conform  their  laws 
either  to  the  C(mventioo  or  to  the  scheme,  but  it  is  too 
difficult  and  too  delicate  to  form  sanguihe  liopw:  how-- 
ever,  that  there  niay  be  room  to  reduce  the  Convention  <u 
much  as  ciicunistaiices  will  tidmit,  will  it  not  be  expa- 
dieni  for  Congress  to  give  me  powers,  in  which  then  shall 
be  no  reference  to  the  scheme?  The  powers.Eeiit  me,  ob^ 
%e  me  to  produce  thai  scheme,  and  certainly  the  m6ment 
it  is  produced,  they  will  not  abate  a  tittle  from  it,  if  tbey 
recoUecttbe  scheme  and  insist  on  it,'  we  can  but  cAnclude 
it;  but  if  they  have  forgotten  it,  (which  may  be)  and  are 
willing  to  reconsider  the  whole  subject,  perhaps  we  may 
get  rid  of  somelhing  the  more  of  it,  as  the  deiay  is  not 
injurious  to  us;  because  the  Convention  whenever  and 
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however  mads,  is  to  put  us  in  i  w<»se  xtats  tbui  we  tiv 
in  now.  I  ^lall  renture  lo  defer  sayiog  &  word  on  the 
Kibject,  till  I  can  hesr  fiom  you  in  answer  to  this.  Tbe 
fiill  powen  nuj  be  uiffitaendy  guarded  by  piinte  in- 
MnictioD  to  me,  not  to  go  beyond  the  fbnner  scheme, 
tfaia  delay  may  be  weS  enough  ascribed  (whenever  I  sbail 
have  received  new  powers)  to  a  journey  I  had  before  ap- 
pftEed  the  Minister  that  I  should  be  oUiged  to  take  to 

-  tomi  minend  waters  jn  tbe  South  of  France,  to  see  if 
by  th«r  aid,  I  may  recover  the  use  of  my  right  hand,  (J 
which  a  dislocation  about  four  months  ago,  threatens  to 
deprive  me  in  a  gieatmeasure.  Tbe  surgeons  have  long 
mnsted  upon  this  measure.  1  shall  return  by  Bourdeaux, 
Nantes,  aud  L'Oiient  to  get  tbe  necesasry  infennadon  for 
fieiabiDg  our  commerual  reguladoos  here,  permit  me  how- 
ever to  aak  as  immediately  as  possible,  an  answer  other 
affirmative  or  negative,  as  Congress  shall  think  best,  and 
to  ascnlie  the  delay  on  wtuch  I  venture,  to  my  desire  to 
do  what  is  for  the  best. 

1  send  you  a  copy  of  tbe  late  rnsritw  regulations  of 
this  country ;  there  are  things  in  it  which  may  becomQ 
interesting  to  us,  particulaily  what  relates  to  the  estab- 
Hshment  of  a  marine  militia,  and  thetr  classificatiaD.    ' 

Ton  wjll  Iwre  seen  in  the  pubJio  papers  that  the  King 
bas  called  an  assembly  of  the  Notables  of  hia  country. 
Tins  has  not  been  done  for  one  bimdred  and  sixty  yean 
past.  Of  course  it  calls  Dp  all  the  attentioo  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  objacts  of  this  aaeemUy  are  not  named ; '  sev- 
eral are  ctmjectiHed ;  the  tolerating  tbe  Protestant  reH- 
fpaa ;  removing  all  the  custom  houses  to  the  frcaitier ; 
•qnaliziDg  the  OabeUu  on  salt  through  tbe  kingdom ;  the 

sale  of  the  King's  domains  to  raise  money ;  or,  finally, 
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the  effecting  this  necessaiy  end  by  some  other  means, 
are  talked  of;  but  in  truth  nothing  is  known  about  it. 
This  Gorenunent  practises  secrecy  so  systematically,  that 
it  never  publishes  its  purposes  or  its  proceedings  sooner 
or  more  extensive  than  necessary.  I  send  you  a  pam- 
phlet which,  giving  an  account  of  the  last  AtiembUi  des 
NottAht,  may  give  an  idea  of  what  the  present  will  be. 

A  great  de^re  prevdls  here  of  encouraging  manu&c- 
tures.  The  famous  Bolton  and  Watts,  who  are  at  the 
head  of  the  plated  manufactures  of  Birmingham,  the 
steam  mills  of  London,  copying  presses  and  other  me- 
chanical works,  have  been  here.  It  is  said,  also,  that 
Wedgwood  has  been  here,  who  is  famous  for  his  steel 
manu&ctures,  and  an  earthen  ware  in  the  antique  style. 
But  as  to  this  last  person,  I  am  not  certain.  It  cannot,  I 
believe,  be  doubted  but  that  they  came  at  the  request  of 
Government,  and  that  they  will  he  induced  to  establish 
similar  manufactories  here.  The  transferring  hither, 
those  manu&ctures  which  contribute  so  much  to  draw  our 
commerce  to  England,  will  have  a  great  tendency  to 
strengthen  our  connexions  with  this  country,  and  loosen 
them  with  that. 

The  enfianchising  the  port  of  Honfleur,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Seine,  for  multiplying  the  ccnnexions  with  us,  is 
at  present  an  object ;  it  meets  with  opposition  in  the  Min- 
istiy,  but  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  prevail.  If  natural  causes 
operate,  uninfluenced  by  accidental  circumstances,  Bour- 
deaux,  and  Hcmfleur  or  Havre,  must  ultimately  take  the 
greatest  part  of  our  commerce.  The  former,  by  the 
Garonne  and  Canal  of  Languedoc,  opens  the  southern 
provinces  to  us.  The  latter,  the  northern  ones  and  Paris. 
Hoofleur  will  be  pecuharly  advantageous  for  our  rice  and 
Vol.  III.— 26 
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wbale  ml,  of  which  the  pnncipal  consumption  is  at  PBtis. 
Being  free,  they  can  be  re-exported  when  the  market 
here  shall  happen  to  be  orerstocked. 

The  labors  of  the  ensuing  summer  will  close  the 
eastern  half  of  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg,  which  will  con- 
tain and  protect  forty  sail  of  the  line.  It  has  from  fifty 
to  thirty-five  feet  water  next  to  the  cones,  shallowing 
gradually  to  the  shore.  Between  this  and  Dunkirk  the 
navigation  of  the  channel  will  be  rendered  much  safer  in 
the  event  of  a  war  with  England,  and  invasi<ms  on  that 
country  become  more  practicable. 

The  gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden,  to  the  present 
date,  accompany  this. 

I  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  &lc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON; 


»uy  10,  irsr-  s 

7%e  Secretary  of  the    United   States  for  the   Dtparl- 

ptent  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  whom  toot  referred  (A«* 

part  of  Mr.  Jefferton't  letter   of  the   9th   Jmuary 

Icat,  which  relates  to  the  Cojuvlar  ConoeiKttfn,  viz : 

"  I  will  certainly  do  the  best  I  can,f(N:  the  refonnation 

"  of  the  Consular  Conven^w,  being  persuaded  that  our 

"  States  would  be  very  unwilling  to  conform  their  laws 

"  either  to  the  Convention  or  to  the  Scheme,  but  it  is 

"  too  difficult  and  too  delicate  to  form  sanguine  hopes : 

"  however,  that  there  may  be  room   to  reduce  the  Con- 

"  vention,  as  much  as  circumstances  will  admit,  mil  it 

"  not  be  expedient  for  Coagrsss  to  ^re  me  powers,  in 
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"  wbkh  there  shaU  be  no  reference  to  the  Scheme ! 
"  The  powers  sent  me,  oblige  me  to  produce  that 
"  Scheme,  and  certainlj,  the  moment  it  is  produced, 
"  they  will  not  abate  a  tittle  from  it.  If  they  recollect 
"  the  Scheme,  and  insist  on  it,  we  can  but  conclude  it, 
"  bat  if  they  hare  fbi^otten  it,  (which  may  be)  and  are 
"  willing  ta  re-consider  the  whole  subject,  perhaps  we 
"  may  get  rid  of  something  the  m«e  of  it.  As  the 
"  delay  is  not  injurious  to  us,  because  the  Conventim, 
"  whenever  and  however  made,  is  to  put  us  in  a  worse 
"  state  than  we  are  in  now,  I  shall  venture  to  defer 
"  saying  a  word  on  the  subject,  till  I  can  hear  from  you, 
"  in  answer  to  this.  The  fiill  powers  may  be  sufficiently 
"  guarded,  by  private  insmictions  to  me,  not  to  go  be- 
"  yond  the  former  Scheme ;  this  delay  may  be  well 
"  enough  ascribed  (whenever  1  shall  have  received 
"  new  powers)  to  a  journey  1  had  before  apprized  the 
"  AKmster  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  take  to  some 
"  mineral  waters  in  the  south  of  France,  to  see  if  by 
"  their  aid  I  may  recover  the  use  of  my  right  hand,  of 
"  which  a  dislocation  about  four  months  ago  threatens  to 
"  deprive  me  in  a  great  measure.  The  surgeons  have 
"  long  insisted  on  this  measure.  I  shall  return  by  Bour- 
"  deaux,  Nantes  and  L'Orient,  to  get  the  necessary  in- 
"  Asmation  for  Bnisfaing  our  commercial  regulations  here. 
"  Permit  me  however  to  ask  as  immediately  as  posnble, 
"  an  answer  either  affirmative  or  negative,  as  Congress 
"  shall  think  best,  and  to  ascribe  the  delay  on  which  I 
"  venture,  to  my  desire  to  do  what  is  for  the  best.  "  Re- 
ports, 

That  in  his  opinion  the  Court  of  Prance  regard  the 
Consular  Convention  in  its  present  form  as  an  interesting 
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object,  and  that  no  article  or  provision  in  it  will  escape 
their  recdiection.  He  nevertheless  thinks  that  the  policy 
of  yielding  to  such  circumstances,  as  cannot  without  risk 
and  hazard  be  neglected  or  controlled,  will  induce  tbem 
at  least  to  consent  to  the  proposed  article,  for  limiting  the 
duration  of  the  Convention. 

As  he  perceives  no  inconvenience  likely  to  result  from 
^ving  Mr.  Jefibrson  a  commission,  autfaoriEing  him  in 
general  terms  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  Convention 
with  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  for  ascertaining  the  au- 
.  thonty  and  powers  of  French  and  American  Consuls, 
your  Secretary  thinks  it  will  be  adviseable  to  send  him 
such  a  ctmunissioD,  that  he  may  thereby  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  endeav(Hing  to  reaUze  the  advantages  he  ex- 
pects from  it,  and  which  under  a  new  administration  (per- 
haps not  well  advised  of  what  lias  passed)  may  be  at- 
uinable. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Secretary,  it  will  therefore  be 
expedient  to  send  Mr.  Jefferson  a  commission  of  the  fol- 
lowing tenor,  viz : 

We,  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled at  the  City  of  New  York,  to  our  well  bek)ved  Tho- 
mas Jefieison,  Esq.  our  Minisler  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  &ic.  &i,c.  send  greet- 
ing. Being  desirous  to  promote  and  facilitate  the  com- 
merce between  our  States  and  the  dominions  of  his  said 
Majesty,  and  for  that  purpose  to  conclude  with  him  a 
Convention  for  regulating  the  powers,  privil^es  and  du- 
ties of  our  respective  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  agents  and 
Commissaries,  and  having  full  confidence  in  your  abilities 
and  integrity,  we  do  by  these  presents  authorize  and  em- 
^wer  you  the  said  Thomas  JeSerson,  in  our  name  and 
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behalf,  to  treat  with  any  person  having  equal  powen 
from  his  moat  Christian  Majesty,  of  and  concerning  such 
Convention,  and  the  same  in  our  name  and  behalf  to 
condude,  »gn  and  seal.  And  we  do  promise  to  ratify 
and  confinn  whatever  Convention  shall  in  virtue  of  this 
cranmission  be  by  you  so  concluded,  provided  the  duiu- 
tkm  <^  the  same  be  limited  to  any  term  not  exceeding 

years. 

Witness  our  sed  and  the  signature  of  his  Excetlen- 

cy  Arthur  St.  Clair,  our  President,  this day 

of in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  eighty  seven,  and  the  11th  of 
our  independence. 

Your  Secretary  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to  write  the 
two  following  letters  to  Mr.  Jefierson,  the  first  of  which 
he  might  communicate  to  the  Court : 
Sir,* 

Congress  being  desirous  that  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  may  be  promoted  by 
every  reciprocal  regulation  condudve  to  that  end,  wish 
that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  ascertaining  the  privileges, 
powers  and  duties,  of  their  respective  Consuls,  Vice 
Consuls,  and  commercial  agents  and  commissaries. 

They  regret  the  circumstance  which  calls  you  to  the 
south  of  France,  but  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  you 
shotdd  make  that  or  any  other  journey,  which  your  health 
may  require.     It  is  their  wish  and  mstniction,  that  on 


*  Thu  and  the  fbllowing  letter  were  forwarded  to  Hr.  Jefferson 

Midd*tedJuir37,  irsr. 
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your  retuni  to  the  Court,  your  attentioo  may  be  in)nie> 
diately  directed  to  the  abovementioDed  subject.  Con- 
sidering  that  Conventioiis  of  this  nature,  however  appa- 
rently use£il  in  theory,  may,  from  some  defects  or  un- 
ibreseen  circumstances,  be  attended  with  inconveniences 
in  practice,  they  tbiDk  it  best  that  they  should  be  proba- 
tionary at  least  in  the  first  instance,  and,  therefore,  that 
the  term  to  be  assigned  for  the  durauixi  of  the  one  in 
questioD,  should  not  exceed  years.  They  also  think 
it  admeable,  in  order  to  obviate  any  difficulties  that  might 
arise  frofn  your  not  having  been  more  formally  authorized 
to  complete  this  business,  to  ^ve  you  an  express  and 
special  commission  for  the  purpose,  which  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  enclose. 

Sir, 

You  will  herewith  receive  another  letter  from  me  of 
this  date,  together  mth  the  commission  meDti<Nied  in  it. 
Both  of  them  are  in  pursuance  of  the  ideas  suggested  in 
your  letter  of  the  9th  January  last.  If  the  whole  sub- 
ject should  be  reconsidered,  and  a  new  CcMivention  (orta- 
ed,  it  is  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  the  duties,  powers 
and  privileges,  of  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  agents  and 
commissaries,  be  accurately  delineated,  and  th«t  they  be 
as  much  circumscribed  and  Umited  as  the  proper  objects 
of  their  appointments  will  admit,  and  the  Court  of 
France  consent  tOi.  How  tax  it  may  be  in  your  powei  to 
obtain  a  CwiveoUoo  perfectly  unexceptionable,  must  d^ 
pend  on  several  circumstances  not  yet  decided. 

Offlgress  conBde  fiilly  in  your  talents  and  discretion, 
and  they  will  ratify  any  Convention,  thU-is  not  liable  to 
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more  objections  than  the  one  already  in  part  concluded; 
provided  an  article  limiting  its  duration  to  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding twelve  years,  be  inserted. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 
JOHN  JAY. 


VROM   TBOHAS   JEPriRSOIT   TO   JOHN    ADUtS. 

Puii,  Juiiury  11,  ITBT. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Jay,  in  his  last  letter  to  me,  observes,  they  hear 
nothing  further  of  the  treaty  with  Portugal.  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  telling  him,  that  I  will  write  to  you 
on  the  subject,  and  that  he  may  expect  to  bear  from  yon 
on  it,  by  the  present  conveyance.  The  Chevalier  del' 
Pinto  being  at  London,  I  presume  he  has,  or  can  inform 
you,  why  it  is  delayed  on  their  part.  I  will  thank  you  . 
also  for  the  information  he  shall  give  yon. 

There  is  here  an  order  of  priests,  called  the  Madiii- 
rins,  the  object  of  whose  institution  is,  the  begging  of 
alms,  for  the  redemption  of  captives.  About  eighteen 
mcmths  ago,  they  redeemed  three  hundred,  which  cost 
them  about  fifteen  hundred  livres  a  piece.  They  have 
agents  reading  in  the  Barbary  States,  who  are  constandy 
emplc^ed,  is  searchmg  and  contracting  for  the  captives 
of  their  nation,  and  they  redeem  at  a  lower  price  than 
any  other  people  can.  It  occurred  to  me,  that  their 
agency. n^it  be  engaged  for  our  prisoners  at  Algiers.  I 
have  had  interviews  with  them,  and  the  last  night,  a 
k)ng  one  mth  the  General  of  the  order.  They  ofibr 
their  services,  mth  all  the  benignity  and  cordiality  possi- 
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ble.  The  General  told  me,  be  could  not  expect  to  re- 
deem our  prisoners  as  cheap  as  their  own,  but  that  he 
would  use  all  the  means  in  his  power,  to  do  it  on  the 
best  terras  possible,  which  will  be  the  better,  as  there 
will  be  the  less  suspicion  that  he  acts  for  our  public.  I 
told  him,  I  would  write  to  you  on  the  subject,  and  speak 
to  him  again.  What  do  you  think  of  employing  them, 
limiting  them  to  a  certain  price,  as  three  hundred  dollars, 
for  instance,  ca  any  other  sum  you  think  proper  ?  He 
will  write  immediately,  to  his  instruments  there,  and  in 
two  or  three  months,  we  can  know  the  event.  He  will 
deliver  them  at  Marseilles,  Cadiz,  or  where  we  please, 
at  our  expense.  The  money  remaining  of  the  fund, 
destined  to  the  Barbary  business,  may,  I  suppose,  be 
drawn  on  for  this  object.  Write  me  your  opmion,  if  you 
please,  on  this  subject,  finally,  fiiUy  and  immediately, 
that,  if  you  approve  the  proportion,  1  may  enter  mto 
arrangements  with  the  General,  before  my  departure  to 
the  waters  of  Aix,  which  will  be  about  the  beginning  of 
February. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


rSOM   THOMAS   JEPFZBSON   TO  JOHN   JAI. 

Pwis,  Febru«7  I,  178T. 

Sir; 

My  last  letters  were  of  the  31st  December  and  9lh  of 

January.     Since  which  last  date,  I  hare  been  honored 

with  yours  of  December  the  13th  and  14th.    I  shall  pay 

immediate  attention  to  your  instructions  relative  to  the 
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South  CaroliDa  frigate.  I  bad  the  honor  of  infbmuDg 
you  of  an  improvement  in  the  an  of  coioing,  made  here 
by  one  Drost,  and  of  sending  you,  by  Colonel  Franks,  a 
specimen  of  bis  execution  in  gold  and  silver.  I  expect- 
ed to  have  sent  also  a  cmn  of  copper.  The  enclosed 
note  from  Drost  will  explain  the  reason  why  this  was  not 
sent.  It  will  let  you  see,  also,  that  he  may  be  employ- 
ed, as  I  suppose  he  is  not  so  certiun  as  be  was  of  b^g 
engaged  here.  Mr.  Grand,  who  knows  him,  gives  me 
reason  to  believe  he  may  be  engaged  reasonably.  Con- 
gress will  decide  whether  it  be  worth  their  attenUon. 

In  some  of  my  former  letters,  I  su^ested  an  oppor- 
tunity of  oblong  this  Court,  by  borrowing  as  much  mo- 
ney in  Holland  as  would  pay  the  debt  due  here,  if  such  a 
loan  could  be  obtained ;  as  to  which  I  was  altogether 
ignorant.  To  save  time,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Dumas,  to  know 
whether  he  thought  tt  probable  a  loan  could  be  obtained, 
enjoining  him  the  strictest  secrecy,  and  infonning  him  I 
was  making  the  inquiry  merely  of  my  own  motion,  and 
without  instrucdon.  1  enclose  you  his  answer.  He 
thinks  purchasers  of  the  debt  could  be  found  with  a  sacri- 
fice of  a  smajl  part  of  the  capital,  and  a  postponement  be 
obtained  of  some  of  the  first  re-imbursements.  The  pro- 
position tor  an  immediate  adoption  of  this  measure,  by 
me,  was  probably  urged  on  his  mind  by  a  desire  to  serve 
our  country,  more  than  a  strict  attention  to  ray  duty  and 
the  mt^mtude  of  the  object.  I  hope,  <hi  the  contrary, 
that  if  it  should  be  thought  worth  a  trial,  it  may  be  put 
into  the  bauds  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  knows  the  ground  and 
is  known  there,  and  whose  former  successlitl  negotiations 
in  this  line,  would  give  better  founded  hopes  of  success 
on  this  occasion. 
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I  fiHTDerlf  meotibned  to  yoii  the  hopes  of  prefennent 
entertaiiied  by  the  Cheralier  de  la  Luserae.  They  have 
been  baffled  by  events,  aone  of  the  vxcancies  taking 
plxce  which  had  been  expected.  Had  1  pressed  his  be- 
ing ordered  back,  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  order 
would'  have  been  given ;  but  he  would  have  gone  btck 
in  ill  faunm  with  Congress.  He  would  have  laid  forever 
at  their  door  the  failure  of  promotion,  then  viewed  ai 
certain,  and  this  migfat  have  excited  dispositions  that 
would  have  disappointed  us  of  the  good  we  hoped  from 
his  return.  The  line  I  have  observed  with  him,  has  been 
to  make  hini  seasibie  that  nothing  mwe  was  desired  by 
Congress  than  his  return,  but  that  they  would  not  willing- 
ly press  it,  so  as  to  defeat  him  of  a  personal  adrant^e. 
He  sees  his  prospects  &il,  and  will  return  in  the  ap- 
proaching spring,  unless  something  unexpected  should 
turn  up  in  his  &vor.  In  this  cose,  the  Count  de  Mon»- 
tier  has  the  pronlise  of  succeeding  to  him  ;  and,  if  I  ^ 
not  mist^e  his  eharacter,  he  would  give  great  satis&c- 
-  bOD.  So  that  I  think  you  may  oount  on  seeing  the  one 
or  (he  other  by  midsummer. 

it  bad  been  suspected  that  France  and  Epgland  might 
adopt  those  concerted  regulations  of  commerce  &x  their 
West  Indies,  oi  which  your  letter  expresses  soma  appre- 
henrions,  but  the  expresaons  on  the  4,  6,  7,  II,  18,  and 
odier  ttrucles  of  their  treaty,  which  conmuinieate  to  the 
English  the  privileges  of  the  most  &vored  European  na- 
tion only,  has  lessened ,  if  not  removed,  those  fears.  They 
have  clearly  reserved  a  right  of  favoring,  specially,  mj 
nation  not  European;  and  there  is  no  nation  out  of  £u- 
R^,  who  could  so  probably  have  been  in  their  eye  at 
that  ume,   as  ours.     They  are  wise,  they  must  see  it 
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probable^  at  least,  that  any  concert  with  England  will  be 
but  of  short  duration ;  and  they  could  bardly  propose  to 
sacrifice  for  thatj  a  connexion  with  us  which  may  be  per- 
petual. 

We  have  b^a  for  some  days,  in  much  inquietude  for 
the  Count  de  Vergeones,  he  is  very  seriously  ill,  nature 
seems  struggliag  to  decide  bis  disease  mto  gout,  a  swdled 
foot  at  present,  gives  us  a  hope  of  this  issue,  hb  loss 
would  at  all  times  have  been  very  great ;  but  it  w(Mild 
be  immense,  dmring  the  crhical  poise  of  European  affiiirs, 
existing  at  this  moment.  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  foreign  officers,  complaining  of  the  non-payment 
of  their  interest,  it  is  only  one  out  of  many  I  have  re- 
ceived. This  is  acecmpanied  by  a  second  copy  of  the 
Moorish  declaration,  sent  me  by  Mr.  Barclay.  He  went 
to  AJicant  to  settle  vrith  Mr.  Lamb,  but,  on  his  arrival 
there,  found  he  was  gone  to  Minorca.  A  copy  of  this  let- 
ter will  infcffm  you  of  this  circumstance,  and  of  some 
others,  relative  to  Alters,  with  lus  opinion  oa  them. 
Whatever  the  States  may  enable  Congress  to  do  for  ob- 
taining the  peace  of  that  country,  it  is  a  separate  ques- 
tbn,  whether  they  will  redeem  our  captives,  bow,  and  ai 
what  price  ?  If  they  decide  to  redeem  them,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that  it  is  of  ^etx  importance  that  the 
first  redemption  be  made  at  as  low  a  price  as  possible, 
because  it  Will  form  the  future  tariff;  if  these  pirates  &id 
that  they  can  have  a  very  great  price  for  Americans, 
they  will  abandon,  proportionably,  their  pursuits  against 
other  nations,  to  direct  them  towards  ours ;  that  the 
choice  of  Congress  may  be  enlarged,  as  to  the  instiu- 
ments  they  may  use  lc»  ejecting  the  redemption.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  inform  them,  that  there  is  here  an 
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order  of  priests,  called  the  Mathucias,  the  object  of 
whose  insUtulioD  is,  to  beg  alms  for  the  redemption  of 
captives;  they  keep  members  always  in  Barbary,  search- 
ing out  the  captives  of  their  own  country,  and  redeem,  I 
believe,  on  better  terms  than  any  other  body,  public  or 
private  ;  it  occurred  to  me,  that  their  agency  m^ht  be 
obtained  for  the  redemption  of  our  prisoners  at  Algiers. 
I  obtained  conferences  with  the  General,  and  with  some 
members  of  the  order.  The  General,  with  all  the  benevo- 
lence and  cordiality  possible,  Undertook  to  act  for  us,  if 
we  should  desire  it ;  he  told  me,  that  their  last  conside- 
rable redemption  was  of  ^bout  three  hundred  prisoners, 
who  cost  them  stsnewhat  upwards  of  fifijeen  hundred  Itvres 
a  piece,  but  that  they  should  not  be  able  to  redeem  ours 
as  cheap  as  they  do  their  own  ;  and  that  it  must  be  ab- 
solutely unknown,  that  the  public  concern  themselves  in 
the  operation,  or,  the  price  would  be  greatly  enhanced. 
The  difference  of  religion  was  not  once  mentioned,  nor 
did  it  appear  to  me  to  be  thought  of,  it  was  a  silent  re- 
clamation and  acknowledgment  of  fraternity,  between 
two  religions  of  the  same  fiunily,  which  historical  events 
of  ancient  date  bad  rendered  more  bosUle  to  one  another, 
than  to  their  common  adversaries.  I  informed  the  Gene- 
ral, that  I  should  communicate  the  good  dispo^tions  of 
bis  wder  to  those,  who  alone  had  the  authority  to  de- 
cide whatever  related  to  our  captives.  Mr.  Carmichael 
informs  me,  that  moneys  have  been  advanced  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  prisoners  at  Alters,  which  ought  to  be  re- 
placed ;  i  infer  from  the  context  of  his  letter,  that  these 
advances  have  been  made  by  the  Court  of  Madrid.  I 
submit  the  information  to  Congress. 
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A  treaty  of  commeice  is  certainly  concluded  between 
France  and  Russia;  the  particulars  of  it  are  yel  secret. 

I  enclose  the  Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden  to  this 
date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iic. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOM     MR.    DBOST. 

Sir, 

i  have  the  hon(»  to  inform  you  that  1  cannot  make  the 
gold  piece  you  require  of  me,  as  I  am  not  allowed  to  do 
it,  without  running  the  risk  of  displeasing  the  government, 
having  received  orders  tothat  eSect.  Will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  inform  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  in  consequence  of 
ihis,  he  cannot  have  the  pieces  which  he  has  asked  of 
me,  as  it  is  not  id  my  power  to  make  them  at  present, 
nor  before  I  receive  new  orders. 

I  have  Dot  yet  had  time  to  hegin  the  memorandum 
which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  require  of  me,  re- 
laUve  to  (he  coining  of  money.  I  am  more  than  ever 
determined  to  accept  the  ofiers  which  may  suit  me,  and 
even  to  go  lo  a  foreign  country.  Thus,  sir,  if  Congress 
will  allow  me  a  reasonable  salary,  I  will  establish  for  them 
all  the  necessary  machineries  for  ccnning  the  Snest  money 
that  has,  perhaps,  ever  existed,  and  besides  with  less  ex- 
penses. I  think  that  it  mil  be  sufficient  to  make  an  es- 
timate, m  this  memorandum,  of  the  cost  of  those  machi- 
neries, which  might  be  established,  that  is  to  say,  to  have 
made  here,  to  he  sent  afterwards  to  America.  As  to  the 
ctmiage  of  specie  it  is  more  difficult  to  fix  an    exact 
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price;  all  I  can  say,  is  ihat  they^  can  be  done  at  a  less 
price  than  tbey  cost  here,  whatever  it  may  be.  I  sbdl 
willingly  take  charge  of  the  machines,  c^  the  cans,  and 
the  engraving  of  tfaem,  according  to  a  price  agreed  upoa; 
and  as  to  the  misii^  of  metals  of  gold  and  silver,  I  should 
not  like  to  meddle  with  it.  Besides  I  shall  have  suffi- 
cient employment  in  constructing  the  machines,  in  flat- 
tening, cutting,  fitting  the  pieces,  and  stamping  them.  I 
shall  make  it  my  business  to  collect  all  the  necessary  io- 
foimation  for  the  memorandum,  and  I  shall  have  the 
honor  to  give  it  to  you  as  soon  as  it  is  done,  and  also  to 
coufer  with  you  on  the  subject. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  be. 

DROST. 


TBOH  CHEVALIER  DE  SIOOIfD  TO    THOHAS  JEFFERSOH. 

Translation. 

BuiBcr  in  Provence,     5 

juiuatyir.  XTar.y 
Sir, 

A  iiiend  who  is  requested  by  me  to  receive  the  inter- 
est due  on  some  contracts,  of  which  I  iun  the  owner,  lo- 
fbrms  me  that  M.  Grand  has  not  received  any  funds  fbi 
that  object.     He  is  now  two  years  in  arrears. 

Shall  it  be  so  much  longer?  and  must  we  forever  apply 
to  our  friends  for  the  purpose  of  fulGlling  our  engage- 
ments, when  we  cannot  do  it  ourselves? 

AAer  we  have  exposed  our  lives  for  the  service  of  your 
States,  and  after  we  have  co-operated  in  the  great  waik 
of  your  independence,  is  it  not  natural  that  we  would  de- 
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pend  on  an  income  so  well  acquired?  when  during  a  very 
long  war  we  have  deprived  ourselves  of  all  enjoyments, 
and  when  we  coidd  not  even  [»t»ure  ourselves  the  abso- 
lute necessaries  of  life,  except  at  our  own  expense,  is 
it  not  horrible  that  the  States  should  be  so  long  in  liqui- 
dating a  debt,  which  they  have  authentically  acknow- 
ledged as  well  acquired ;  that  tbey  do  not  pay  even 
the  interest? 

Not  thinking,  sir,  of  such  a  want  of  good  fattb,  t  made 
on  my  way  to  Paris,  a  loan  of  eighteen  hundred  francs, 
which  I  am  pressed  to  reimburse,  and  on  which  I  have 
paid  the  interest  ^nce  the  year  '85. 

Having  always  made  it  a  point  of  satisfying  my  friends 
with  exactness,  I  beg  you  to  inform  me  whether  you  can 
^ve  an  order. to  M.  Grand  to  pay  me  that  sum;  or 
whether  you  would  rather  accept  a  bill  of  exchange, 
drawn  on  you  for  the  amount,  t^an  to  give  me  credit  for 
the  interest  which  is  due  ate. 

llie  justice  of  my  demand  is  too  appar^t,  to  allow 
you  to  refuse  granting  me  one  of  the  two  means  which  I 
pcMnt  out  to  yon,  in  order  that  I  may  meet  my  engage- 
mmts,  and  that  I  may  be  relieved  fipm  the  enobaixaas- 
meat,  in  ntich  I  am  [^ced  by  the  want  of  good  faith  hi 
the  States  which  you  represent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

LE  CHEV.  DE  SIGOND. 
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ritOH   C.    W.    r.    DUMAS    TO   THOMAS   JEITERSOIT. 

T^nsla^on. 

The  Htgoe,  Jtmmry  S3,  1787. 
Sir, 

Having  just  returned  from  Amst^am,  I  hasten  to  an- 
swer the  confidential  question  put  to  me  by  your  Excel- 
lency, in  your  letter  of  25th  Dec.  last, — Whether  a  loan 
could  be  negotiated  in  Holland  for  the  purpose  of  rcim- 
baning  the  twenty-four  mUltona  of  livres  toamoia  due  to 
Francel 

I  have  consulted  in  that  place,  some  intimate  fiiends, 
on  whom  I  can  depend  as  to  their  discretion,  which  shall 
be  scrupulously  observed,  as  well  as  their  capacity,  hon- 
esty, Bod  perfect  sufficiency,  for  the  execution  of  such  an 
undertaking.  This  is  the  result  of  our  oonversa^on, 
taken  down  in  writing,  at  Amsterdam,  on  the  SOth  and 
31st  instant,  although  it  is  tiauscribed  and  dated  as  above. 

In  regard  to  the  credit  of  Congress,  it  is  certain  that 
it  will  establish  itself  by  degrees,  on  a  solid  footing. 
What  greatly  contributes  to  this  b,  the  regular  payment 
of  the  interest  at  the  exact  time  it  &lls  due,  and  espe- 
cially the  payment,  in  money,  of  the  advances  on  the 
negotiation  of  two  million  of  florins,  which  Congress  had 
at  its  option  to  make  in  new  bonds.  It  is  even  believed 
that  the  credit  would  have  reached  to  a  point,  that  en- 
couragements might  be  given,  with  all  assuiances  for  An- 
ther negotiations,  if  the  English  newspapers  would  cease 
to  g^ve  accounts  of  the  situadon  of  afiairs  in  America, 
well  calculated  to  lighten  the  stockjobbers,  and  which 
are  eagerly  published  by  certain  editors  in  their  papeis. 
These  last  persons  belong  to  the  &ction  of  those  who,  by 
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thwarting  ihe  efforts  made  in  order  to  restore  civil  liberty 
in  this  country,  imagine  themselves  that  the  condnual  re- 
ptoduction  of  forms,  representing  popular  insurrections 
and  commotions,  (which,  according  to  them,  take  place 
in  America)  must  disgust  the  minds  of  the  people,  of  the 
idea  of  adopting  a  constitution,  m  which  they  would  have 
an  influence  on  the  Government.  Although  there  b  no 
fear  that  those  mischierous  people  will  obtain  their  ob- 
ject, it  is  no  less  a  pity  that  their  ardSces  will  make  an 
impression  on  a  number  of  ignorant  persons,  by  making 
them  think  that,  considering  such  troubles,  such  confii- 
tion,  and  such  weakness,  in  the  Government  in  America, 
it  is  not  prudent  to  grant  a  large  credit  to  that  Govern- 
ment. It  is  possible  to  bring  back  those  who  are  better 
informed,  to  sounder  ideas,  but  not  the  stockjobbers  who 
are  more  easily  influenced  by  prejudice  than  by  reason. 

It  is  then,  impossible  to  assert  positively  that  a  neiv 
negotiation  could  be  efiected,  or  to  determine  what 
might  be  the  sum  and  the  conditions  of  it.  What  adds 
to  this  uncertainty,  and  gives  reason  to  fear  that  at  any 
*  rate  this  condition  would  be  very  hard,  is,  that  it  is  known 
here  that  the  internal  debt  of  Congress  in  America,  can 
he  bought  at  such  a  price,  that  the  purchasers  will  find 
more  profit  than  is  granted  to  them  here,  white  the  secu- 
ilty  of  this  internal  debt  is  as  good  as  the  external  one. 

What  then,  in  my  opinion,  is  best  to  be  done,  is  to 
asnme  here  the  pretension  of  France,  to  the  condi- 
tions which  might  be  stipulated,  accompanied  by  a 
small  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  that  kingdom,  ndth  liberty 
to  negotiate  fimds  here  for  a  limited  number  of  years, 
upon  the  credit  of  Congrett,  and  under  the  guarantee 
Vol.  III. — 88 
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of  Fraiae.  This  last  cooditioD,  in  which  there  is  no- 
thing but  what  would  be  bononble  lor  Congress,  would 
hare  an  influence  on  the  interest,  which,  in  ibis  case, 
could  be  obtained  at  a  foioer  rate.  Otherwise  it  could 
not  be  done  in  the  present  circumstances,  on  account  of 
what  has  been  mentioned  above ;  and  thus  the  time  of 
paj^ment,  which  will  soon  expire,  might,  in  that  way,  be 
postponed,  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  will  be  very  agreea- 
ble to  Congress. 

It  is  also  believed,  thai  the  sacrifice  that  France  would 
make  by  this,  could  not  be  any  impediment  io  the  way 
of  doing  it ;  as  by  this  operation  it  could  pot  ful  of  pour- 
ing in  her  treasury  a  considerable  sum,  which  she  would 
tiot  be  obliged  to  refiind,  and  which  would  not  become  at 
the  charge  of  the  kiagdcHU.  Therefore,  it  is  not  ex- 
pected that  France  will  make  the  least  difficulty  to 
gnmt  that  guarantee,  as  that  Court  knows  exactly  the 
situation  of  American  a&irs,  and  that  it  is  for  its  in- 
terest to  maintain  them. 

If  there  is  any  inclina^on  to  adopt  this  plan,  my 
fiiends  will  willingly  begin  to  speak  on  that  subject,  and 
wiV  examine  then,  the  degree  of  possibility  there  is,  to 
obtain  the  whole  sura  in  a  limited  time,  which  is  a  point 
on  which  nothing  can  be  done,  in  order  to  determine  it; 
except  by  making  overtures,  and  trea^ag  on  that  subject 
with  other  people.  They  think,  that  should  the  condi- 
tions be  accepted,  from  three  to  four  millions  Dutch 
florins  (from  six  to  eight  millions  of  livres  toumois,  or, 
from  twelve  to  sixteen  hundred  thousand  dollars)  could 
promptly  be  found. 

P.  S.  We  had,  before  this,  and  under  the  seal  of  se- 
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crecy,  a  conversation  on  that  subject,  with  one  of  the 
most  ^Iful  men  in  this  matter.  He  has  absolutely  con- 
firmed our  opinions ;  adding  only,  if  any  thing  should  he 
determined  upon  promptltf,  that  the  tacrijice  in  question 
would  he  veiy  imaU,  and  even  that  it  could  be  lessened 
by  a  diminution  of  the  interest.  The  reason  of  this  is, 
the  present  abundance  of  money;  but  as  there  may  be  a 
change  in  a  short  time,  it  is  necessary  to  decide  upon 
this  as  soon  as  possible. 

Whilst  reflecting  upon  all  this  on  my  journey,  it  has 
appeared  to  me,  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  could  (as  the  only  point  in  question  is,  the 
purchasing  the  debt  due  to  France)  render  a  great  service 
to  France,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States,  by  assisting 
and  favoring  this  sale,  in  such  a  way,  as  to  reserve  to 
Congress,  the  optUm  postponing,  for  a  few  years,  the 
payment,  without  it  being  necessary  that  a  time  so  valua- 
ble, and  perhaps  irrecoverable,  should  be  lost,  in  order  to 
consult  Congress  beforehand ;  as,  in  this  manner,  France 
being  at  liberty  of  selling  or  of  endorsing  the  debt,  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  its  treasury,  and  Congress  being 
likewise  at  liberty  of  profitting  of  the  option,  no  injury 
whatever  could  be  done  to  any  one,  the  good  opportunity 
would  be  improved,  and  everybody  would  be  assisted ; 
as  the  option  would  be  equal  to  the  sum  borrowed,  and 
would  even  be  more  advantageous.  If  your  Excellency 
approve  my  opinion,  and  will  give  me  orders,  aHer  having 
conferred  and  agreed,  if  not  officially,  at  least  personally, 
with  the  French  Ministers,  I  shall  go  unmediately  to 
Amsterdam,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  them,  and  I 
shall  inform  you  of  the  name  of  the  house  which  has 
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been  cowulted,  against  which,  I  know  already,  that 
neither  the  stud  Ministers,  nor  your  Excellency,  will 
have  any  objection. 

I  ami  with  great  respect,  Stc. 

C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 


Grace  to  the  only  God. 

I,  the  underwritteo,  the  serraot  of  God,  Taher  Ben 
Abdelkack  Feonisb,  do  cenify,  that  bis  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty, my  master,  (wbtun  God  preserve)  baviog  co(h 
eluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  United 
States  of  America,  has  ordered  me,  the  better  to  com- 
plete it,  and  in  addition  of  the  tenth  ar^le  of  sud  treaty, 
to  declare  "  That  if  any  vessel  belon^g  to  the  United 
"  States,  shall  be  in  any  of  the  ports  of  his  Majesty's 
"  doauntoQs,  or  withm  gun  shot  of  his  forts,  she  shall  be 
"  protected  as  much  as  possible;  and  no  vessel,  whatever, 
"  beloD^g  to  Moorish  or  Christian  powers,  with  whom 
"  the  United  States  may  be  at  war,  shall  be  permitted  to 
"  follow  or  engage  her,  as  we  now  deem  the  cttizensi  of 
"  America  our  good  friends." 

And,  in  obediraice  to  his  Majesty's  commands,  1  cer- 
tify this  declaration,  by  putting  my  hand  and  seal  to  it, 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  Ramadan,  in  the  year  ooa 
thousand  two  hundred. 

The  servant  of  the  King,  my  master,  (whom,  God 
preserve) 

TAHER  BEN  ABDELKACK  FENNISH. 

I  certify  the  above  to  bs  the  translation  made  by  Isaac 
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Cstdoza  Nunez,  interjveter  at  the  Court  of  Moroeco,  oi 
the  annexed  declaration,  in  Arabic,  made  by  Takei 
Fennish,  by  order  of  the  Etnpeior  of  Morocco,  is  addi- 
tion and  explanatJcm  of  the  tenth  ar^cle  of  the  treaty, 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 
TH :  BARCLAY. 
Ibdrid,  I>eoember  4, 1786. 


FBOK  rBQUAS-  BABGLAT   TO  MESSItS.    -ADMMa    ASb    JST- 
WSBStm. 

Alicuil,  Jknuarr  6,  1767. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  since 
my  arriral  at  this  [dace,  being  hitherto  nithout  any  thing: 
to  say  worth  your  attention. 

Mr.  I^mb  had  embuked  for  Minorca,  before  I  got 
bers;  but  as  he  is  in  correspondence  with  Mr.  Moot- 
gomery,  I  was  ia  hopes  of  learning  through  that  channel, 
the  posubility  c^  our  meeting,  before  I  should  return  to 
France;  a  matter  that  I  am  of  opinion  might  have  been 
attended  with  some  advantages. 

But  the  lettiers  whicb  be  has  lately  written  held  out 
QOthing,  and  liberefore  I  contented  myself  \rith  writmg,  to 
him  the  motives  wbiphi  induced  me  to  come  here,  and  am 
without  oxpectatioD.  o£  seqiflghim.  As  the  Spani^,  Por- 
tuguese  ud  KeapoUtan  Ministeis  were  prspadng,  to  ^n- 
buck  fiom  Caftbagena,  I  went  aad.  passed  one-day  at  that 
pliioe,,  ia  ho^s  of  leaarniag  sooethiog.  that  might  be  use- 
fid,  and  took  that  (^poKjututy  of  impreasing  on  the  mind 
of  the  CcHM  d'Espilly,  sdb»  roattars  Uiat  hod.  beibrft 
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been  talked  over  at  Madrid  and  the  Escurial,  and  I  left 
him  seemingly  in  the  best  disposition  towards  our  people 
at  Algiers,  and  very  ready  lo  obey  the  instructions  con- 
cerning us,  which  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  had  given 
him.  ^ce  my  return  &om  Cartbagena,  I  have  received 
letters  from  thence  mforming  me  that  the  Count  d'fLspil- 
ly  has  orders  from  Court  not  to  proceed  to  Algiers,  with- 
out further  instructions,  as  the  plague  is  at  Conslantine, 
within  fifty  leagues  of  that  place.  But  as  it  was  lately 
reported  that  the  Dey,  who  is  very  &r  advanced  in  years, 
was  much  indisposed,  it  is  no  ways  improbable  that  this 
circumstance  may  have  had  its  weight,  fw  the  knowledge 
of  the  plague  bemg  at  Coostantine  is  not  new.  It  was 
even  believed  before  I  left  Africa  that  the  city  of  Bona 
was  depopulated  with  that  distemper.  However  thb  may 
be,  I  most  sincerely  wish  the  negotiatioDS  respecting  our 
country  could  go  hand  in  hand,  mth  those  of  the  Euro- 
pean powers,  for  there  is  no  doubt  that  when  the  Barba- 
ry  States  have  made  peace  with  them,  they  will  turn  all 
their  views  towards  us,  and  if  another  capture  or  two  be 
made,  the  terms  of  peace  will  be  raised  most  extrava- 
gantly. 

I  shall  make  no  apology  to  you,  gentlemen,  for  the 
communicating  whatever  has  occurred  to  me  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  as.it  is  probable  I  shall  not  have  occasion  again 
tb  resume  it,  I  will  now  add  that  I  know  no  American 
subject  in  Spain  or  Fiance,  (Mr.  Jefterson  is  out  of  the 
question)  so  adequate  to  the  task  of  negotiating  at  Al- 
giers, as  is  Mr.  Caimichael.  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that 
when  it  is  renewed,  he  ought,  if  possible,  to  undertake 
it ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  reconun««l  this  hint  to  your  se- 
rious consideratioD.  1  am  sure  Mr.  Caimichael  has  no  ob- 
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jects  under  hif  care  half  so  interestiDg,  and  if  his  ntna- 
tioD  wilt  petmit,  h^  ought  not  to  hesitate. 

I  wish  much  to  know  yout  sentunenta  of  the  treaty 
with  Morocco,  though  it  is  not  quite  as  good  as  I  desire, 
it  is  as  much  so  as  I  cou]d  make  it.  I  beg  you  will  favor 
me  with  your  opinions  when  you  are  at  leisure.  The 
answer  from  Corunna  is  what  1  feared  it  would  be,  no 
ways  decisive.  It  is  two  or  three  years  since  Mr.  Car- 
michael  endeavored  to  procure  a  settlement,  and  1  much 
fear  I  shall  be  obliged  to  go  and  force  one. 
I  mo,  with  great  respect.  Sec. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM    THOMAS   JEFTERSON   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Pari*,  February  8,  1787. 
Sir, 
The  packet  being  to  sail  the  day  afier  to-morrow,  I 
have  awaited  the  last  possible  moment  of  writing  by  her, 
In  hopes  I  might  be  able  to  announce  some  favorable 
change  in  the  situation  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  but 
none  has  occurred,  and  in  the  meantime  he  has  become 
weaker  by  the  continuance  of  his  illness;  though  not  des- 
perately ill,  he  is  dangerously  so.  The  Comptroller 
General,  M.  de  Calonne,  has  been  very  ill  also,  but  he 
is  gettbg  well.  These  circumstances  have  occasioned 
the  postponement  of  the  AsiembUe  det  Notifies  to  the 
14th  mstant,  and  will  probably  occasion  a  liulher  post- 
ponement, as  I  shall  set  out  this  day  sevennight  for  the 
waters  of  Aiz,  you  will  probably  hear  the  issue  of  the 
Count  de  Vergennes'  ilbess,  through  some  other  channel 
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before  I  shall  hare  the  hiHior  of  addressing  you  again,  I 
may  obseire  the  same  as  to  the  fiosl  decision  for  the  en- 
franchisefient  of  Honfleur,  n^iich  is  in  a  fair  ffay  of  be- 
ing speedily  ctwcluded.  The  exertions  of  Monsieur  de 
Crereooeur,  and  particularly  his  influence  ndth  the 
Duke  d'Haicouit,  the  ptinc^pal  instrument  in  ejecting  it, 
have  been  of  chief  consequence  iu  this  matter. 
I  am,  with  due  respect,  tec. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOH  JOHN    JAT   TO   THOIUS  JETFEKSOR. 

New  York.  April  35,  \T8T. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you  of  the  9tb  February,  I  have 
been  honored  with  yours  of  the  37th  October,  13th  No- 
vember, 31st  December,  9th  January,  and  1st  and  8th 
February  last,  all  of  which,  together  with  the  papers  that 
accompanied  them,  have  been  communicated  to  Con- 
gress ;  but  neither  ou  them,  nor  your  preceding  rates, 
have  any  instructions  been,  as  yet,  ordered ;  so  that  this 
letter,  like  many  others,  will  not  he  very  interesting. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  communifiatio&s  to 
Congress  are  not  kept  more  private.  A  variety  of  tea- 
sons,  which  must  be  obvious  to  you,  oppose  it ;  and 
while  the  federal  sovereignty  remains  just  as  it  is,  little 
secrecy  is  to  be  expected.  This  circumstance  must,  un- 
doubtedly, be  a  great  restraint  on  tboee  public  and  private 
characters  from  whcmi  you  would  otherwise  obtain  useful 
hints  and  information.  I,  for  my  part,  have  long  expe- 
rienced the  inconvenience  of  it,  and  in  some  instances 
veiysenably. 
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The  death  of  Count  de  Vergennes,  of  which  Mttitv 
F|«nks  informed  ub,  is  to  ^  lamentetl^  and  the  more  so, 
as  the  talenta,  industry  and  disposition  towards  ^s,  of  Ms 
successor,  are  uncertain.  Who  will  take  his  place,  is  ai) 
important  question  to.us  as  weH  as,  to  France. 

The  Convention,  of  which  you  have  been  iaformed, 
will  convene  ttext  month  at  Philadelphia.  It  is  said.tfaat 
General  Washiogtim  accepts  his  appointment  to  it,  and 
will  attend.  I  wish  .theic  councils  may  hetter  our  situa- 
uon ;  but  I  am  not  sanguine  in  my  expectations.  There 
is  reason  to  fear  that  our  otcws  do  not  proceed  irom  want 
of  knowledge ;  and,  therefore,  that  reason  and  public 
s{Nrit  will  require  Uie  aid  of  calamity,  to  render  their  dic- 
tates effectual. 

The  iDsurrection  in  Massachusetts  is  suj^ressed,  but 
the  spiiit  of  it  exists,  and  has  operated  powerfully  in  the 
liM«  election.  Governor  Bovdoin,  whose .  ooaduct  wa^ 
upright,  afid  received  the  approbation  of  the  Le^slature, 
is  turned  out,  and  Mr.  Hancock  is  elected.  Many  re- 
spectable characters  in  Wth.  Houses,  are  displaced,  and 
meik  of  other  priocipleff.and  views  elected.  Perhaps 
these  accounts  are  exaggerated.  Periiaps  Mr.  Haocopk 
will  suppoR  his  firmer  pliaracter,  and  that  the  present 
Le^lature  will  be  zealous  to  muntain  t^e  rights  of  Go- 
vernment, as  well  as  reject  ihe  wishes  of  the  people. 
Time  al<»ie  can  ascertain  <^ese  matters.  The  language, 
however,  of  such  changes  is  not  pleasant,or  promising. 

For  your  information,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  certain  reso- 
lutions  of  Congress,  relAive  toin&actJons  of  the  treaty  of 
peace.  How  they  will  be  received,  at  what  effect  they 
will  have,  I  know  not.  Some  of  the  States  have  gone 
so  far  in  their  deviations  from  the  treaty,  that  I  fear  they 
Vol.  in.— 29 
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nill  not  easily  be  persuaded  to  tread 'bsck  tbeirsUps; 
espeeiatly  as  die  recommendations  of  Cotigtess,  like  most 
other  reoommendatione,  are  seldom  efficient  vtbea  op> 
posed  by  interest.  A  mere  CiovemmeDt  of  reason  and 
p»suasion  is  little  adapted  to  the  actual  state  c^  human 
nature  in  any  age  or  country. 

One  of  our  fire  Indiamen,  vis :  an  Albany  sloop,  re- 
turned, a  Sew  days  ago,  in  four  montlis  from  Cant(»i ; 
and  I  heard  last  erening,  that  one  or  two  vessels  ar6  pre- 
paring at  Boston  for  a  voyage  to  the  Isle  Of  Prance. 
The  enterprizB  of  our  countrymen  is  incoDOeirable,  and 
the  number  of  young  swwms  daily  going  iIowd  to  settle 
in  the  western  country,  is  a  forther  proof  of  it.  I  fear 
that  western  country  wjU,  one  day,  give  us  trouble.  To 
govern  them  will  not  be  easy  j  and  whether,  after  two  ot 
three  generations,  ihey  mil  be  fit  to  govern  themselvest 
is  a  queitiOD  that  merits  consideraitloD.  The  progress  ^ 
civilization,  and  the  means  of  iitformation,  is  very  tardy, 
in  sparse  and  separate  settlements.  I  wish  mn  diSbrences 
With  Spiun,  in  that  quarter,  were  well  settled  ;  but  Ao 
maxim  of  feiiina  lente,  does  ncK  suit  our  southern  •Mih 
gitine  politicians. 

Thb  English  are  making  some  important  setdements 
on  the  ritw  St.  Lawrence,  8cc.'  Many  of  our  peojJego 
there.  And  it  is  said  ^at  Vermont  is  not  greatly  in- 
clined to  be  die  fourteenth  Stete.  Taxes  and  relaxed 
Govemnlents  agree  but  ill. 

I  have  the  hon»  to  be,  fcc. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROH   THOMAS   Jl^rFERSON    TO   H.    DUMAS. 

Pari*,  Fehnai7  S,  ITS?. 

Sir, 

My  last  to  you,  was  dated  December  the  35th,  nnoe 
which,  I  have  beea  honoied  with  your  sevenJ  favore  of 
Dscember  the  39th,  January  the  Sth,  9fk  and  33fd. 
I  thought  that  your  aSm»  could  not  be  nMue  interestiDg, 
than  they  have  been  for  e  considerable  ^e ;  yet,  id  the 
present  JDoment  they  are,  beccMue  more  so,  by  the  appa- 
rent  wilbdrawiog  of  so  comuderable  a  personage  ia  the 
drama,  as  the  King  of  Pruasia.  To  incresBe  this  int«- 
est,  aiiothflr  person,  whose  impwtanea  scarcely  admits 
catculation,  b  in  ar  situation  which  fills  us  with  alarm- 
Nature  is  strug^ing  to  relieve  him,  by  a  decided  gout; 
she  has  my  ^cere  prayers  to  ud  her,  as  I  am  persuaded 
she  bas  youn.  I  have  letters  and  papeis  £rom  America, 
as  late  .as  the  15th  of  December.  'Hie  govenmient  of 
A(ai^achuB9tts  had  imprisooed  three  of  tho.leadeoi  of 
tbeir  insu^eots.  The  inauigoDts  b^ng  collected,  to  the 
ninsber  of  three  or  four  hundred,  had  sent  in  theii  peti- 
tion to  the  government,  praying  another  act  of  pardon 
ioF  thw  leaders  and  themselves,  aiid,Qa  this  condition, 
offering  to  go  every  maa  hoine,  and  conduct' himself  du- 
Ufiiilly  a&erwards.     This  is  the  last  intelUgence. 

I  Uiank  you  lor  your  attentjon  to  the  question  1  bad 
taken  the  liberty  ot  proposing  to  you.  I  think  mth  yew, 
that  it  would  be  advit«able  to  have  our  debt  transferred  to 
individual»of  your  country.  There  could,  and  would 
be  no  ohjecuon  to  the  guarantee  remaioing  as  you  pro- 
pose; and  a  postponement  of  the  first  payments  of  capi- 
tal, would  surely  be  a  convenience  to  us.     For  though 
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the  resources  of  the  United  States  are  great  and  grow- 
ing, and  their  dispositions  good,  yet  their  machine  is 
new,  and  they  have  not  got  it  to  go  well.  It  is  the 
object  of  their  general  wish  at  present,  and  they  are  all 
in  movement,  to  set  it  in  a  good  train ;  but  their  move- 
mentB  are  necessarily  slow.  They  will  surely  efiect  it  in 
the  end,  because  all  have  the  same  end  in  view ;  the 
dKculty  being,  only  to  get  all  the  thirteen  States  to 
agree  on  the  same  means.  Divesting  myself  of  every 
partiality,  and  speaking  from  that  thorough  kno^dedge, 
I  have  of  the  country,  their  resources  and  their  princi- 
plea,  I  had  rather  trust  mo&ey  in  their  hands,  than  in 
that  of  any  government  on  earth,  because,  though  for  a 
while  the  payments  of  the  interest  might  be  less  regular, 
yet  Ae  final  reimbursement  of  the  cajntal  would  be  more 
sure. 

I  set  out  next  Week  for  the  south  of  France,  to  try 
whether  some  mineral  waters  in  that  quarter,  much  re- 
comm^ided,  will  restore  the  use  of  my  hand.  I  shall 
bd  absent  from  Paris  two  or  ttffee  months ;  but  I  take 
anangements  for  the  regular  recdpt  of  your  &vors,  as  if 
I  were  here.  It  will  be  better,  however,  for  you  to  put 
your  letters  to  Mr.  Jay,  under  cover  to  Mr.  Short,  who 
remdns  here,  and  will  forward  them. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress,  the 
proposition  about  the  French  debt,  and  may  expect  their 
answer  in  four  months. 

Have  the  honoH  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FBOH   THOMAS   JBVrEBSON   TO  JOHN  JAI. 

Pari^  Febnuiy  14,  1787. 
Sir, 

Id  the  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  nriting  you,  I  inibnned  'you  that  Count  de  Vei^ennes 
was  dangerously  ill.  He  died  yesterday  momiDg,  and 
Count  de  Montmorin  is  appointed  his  successor.  Your 
personal  knowledge  of  this  gentleman  renders  it  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  say  any  thing  of  him. 

Mr.  Morris,  during  his  office,  heing  authorized  to  have 
the  medals  and  swords  executed,  which  had  been  order- 
ed by  Congress,  he  authorized  Colonel  Humphreys  to 
talce  measures  here  for  the  execution.  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys did  so,  and  the  swards  were  finished  in  time  for 
him  to  carry  them.  The  medals  not  being  finished,  he 
desired  me  to  attend  to  them.  The  workman  who  was 
to  make  that  of  General  Greene,  brought  me  yesterday, 
the  medal  in  gold,-  twenty-three  in  copper,  and  ^e  die. 
Mr.  Short,  during  ray  absence,  will  avail  himself  of  the  first 
occasion  which  shall  offer  of  forwarding  the  medals  to  you. 
I  must  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  ask  the  pleasure  of 
Congress,  as  to  the  number  they  would  choose  to  have 
strack.  Perhaps  they  might  be  willing  to  deposit  one  of 
each  person,  in  every  college  of  the  United  States.  Per* 
haps  they  might  choose  to  give  a  series  of  them  to  each 
of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  which  would  be  an  ac- 
ceptable present  to  them.  They  will  be  pleased  to  de- 
cide. In  the  meantime  I  have  sealed  up  the  die,  and 
shall  retain  it  till  I  am  honored  with  their  orders  as  to 
this  medal,  and  the  others  also,  when  they  shall  be 
finished.     With  great  respect  and  esteem,  Sic. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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rsoH  VHOHia  JcrFCBSOR  to  john  jat. 

Ptfia,  Febnuif  14,  ITST. 
Sir, 
la  the  letter  of  tbo  9tb  iost.  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  iniliDg  you,  I  informed  you  of  the  iUoeaa  of  the 
Count  de  Vergennes.'  In  oae  of  the  present  dale,  which 
I  send  by  the  way  of  London,  I  h4.va  notified  to  you 
his  'death,  which  happened  yesterday  auaax^,  and  tkat 
the  Count  de  Montmorin  is  appointed  his  sucoessor, 
mth  whoia  character  you  are  personally  aoqoauited. 
Aa  the  winds  have  been  contrary  for  the  sailing  of  the 
packet,  and  this  may  possUily  reach  Uprre  by  post;  ia 
tinae  to  be  put  on  board,  I  avail  mya^f  of  that  chanoQ 
of  cooreying  you  the  aboFO  informatioii. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  bo. 

TH:  JEFFERSOH. 


Report  pf  John  Jatf  to  Cengrest. 


The  Secretaiy  of  the  United  States  hr  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afeira,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
the  h(Mu»able  Mr.  Jefieison  of  14tb  Felnvaiy  last. 
Reports : 

Your  Secretary  presumes  that  the  CJlowing  pai«gtaph 
in  this  better  gave  occasion  to  its  being  referred  to  htm, 
viz:  "  The  workman  who  was  to  make  l;hat  of  General 
"  Gveene,  brought  me  yesterday  the  medal  in  gold,  twenty 
"  three  in  copper  vnd  the  die.    1  mustbeg  leeve  tbrottgh 
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<'  jrou  toisk  the  pleasura  of  Congrestas  to  the  number 
"  they  would  choose  to  have  suuok.  Perhaps  they 
"  might  he  witKng  to  deposit  one  of  eaob  person,  in  every 
"  College  of  the  United  States — perhaps  they  might 
"  choose  to  give  a  series  of  them  to  each  of  the  crowned 
"  heads  in  Europe,  which  would  he  an  acceptahte  pr&- 
"  sent  to  them.  They  will  be  pleased'  to  decide.  In 
*'  the  meantime  I  have  sealed  np  the  die,  and  shall  ret^ 
"  it  ^1 1  am  honored  with  their  orders  as  to  this  medal, 
'*  and  the  others  ako  when  they  shall  be  finished. " 

As  these  medals  were  directed  to  be  strti^,  in  cn^er  to 
signalize  and  commemorate  certain  iotercsdi^  events  and 
cons[HCUOus  characters,  the  distribntion  of  them  should 
in  his  opinion  be  such,  as  may  best  conduce  to  that  end. 

He  theiefore  thinks  that  both  of  Mr.  JeGfenon's  hinls 
idnuld  be  improved,  to  wit,  thftt  &  series  of  these  medals 
should  be  presented  to  each  of  the  crowned  heads  in  Eu- 
rope, and  that  ue  of  each  set  be  deposited^  in  each  of 
tbe  Ametican  Colleges.  He  presumes  Uiat  Mr.  Jefi^ 
son  does  not  mean  that  any  should  be  presented  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain :  far  it  would  not  be  delioate,  nor 
that  by  crowned  heads,  he  meant  to  exclude  iree  Sute» 
lirom  the  ccmplimeot,  fer  to  make  discritnm&tion  would 
^ve  ofihnce. 

In  the  jut^ment  of  your  Secretary  it  would  be  proper 
to  instruct  Mr.  JeSerson  to  present  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  one  silver  medal  of  each  denomination  to 
every  mcnarch,  (except  bis  Britannio  H^esiy)  and  to 
every  BoveMign  and  independent  State  mthoul  except 
tioH'  in  Europe,  and  also  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco. 
Tint  he  abo  he  instructed  to  send  fifteen  silver  medals 
of  each  set  to  Congress,  to  be  by  them  pnenited  to  the 
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thirteen  United  States  respectively)  end  also  to  the  Elm- 
peiorof  China,  with  an  explana^n  and  a  letter,  and  one 
to  General  Washington.  That  he  also  be  instructed  to 
present  a  copper  medal  of  each  denomination  to  each  of 
the  most  disunguished  Univeisities  (except  the  Bridsh) 
in  Europe,  and  also  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  to 
Count  d'Estaing  and  to  Count  de  Grasse,  and  lastly,  that 
be  be  instructed  to  send  to  Congress,  two  hundred  cop- 
per ones  of  each  set  blether  with  the  dies. 

Your  Seeietaiy  thinks  that  of  these  it  would  be  proper 
to  [wesent  one  to  each  of  the  American  Colleges,  one  to 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  one  to  each  of  the 
other  Major  Generals  who  served  in  the  late  Amerioan 
army,  aad  that  the  residue  with  the  dies  be  deposited  in 
the  Secretary's  (^ce  of  tbe  United  &ates,  subject  to 
such  future  orders,  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to  make 
respecting  tbem. 

It  might  be  tnote  magnificent  to  give  golden  medals  to 
Sovereigns,  silver  ones  to  distii^uished  persons,  and  c<^ 
per  to  the  Colleges,  8u:.,  but  in  bis  opinion  the  nature  of 
die  American  Govenunrats,  as  well  as  the  State  of  their 
finaitces  will  apologize  for  their  decUning  the  expense. 

All  wbkh  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
JOHN  JAY. 


TROH   TBOKAS   JCrrCBBON  TO   JOHN   HI. 

Pkri*,  Felwwu;  33,  1787. 
Sir, 
.  The  AMsenhUe  det  NotahUt  bmng  ui  event  in  the 
history  of  this  conntry,  which  excites   notice,  I  have 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


DIPLOMATIC  CCHUmSFONDBNOE.  S3S 

supposed  it  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  ytM  to  leam  io 
immediate,  objects,  though  no  ways  connected  with  our 
interests.  The  assembly  met  yesterday,  the  King,  in  a 
short,  but  afiectionate  speech,  inibmied  them  of  his  wish 
to  ctmsult  Vfitb  them  on  the  plans  he  had  digested,  and 
OB  the  geaeral  good  of  his  people,  and  bis  desire  to  imi- 
tate (he  head  of  his  fiunily,  Heory  IV,  whose  memory  is 
30  dear  to  the  nation.  The  Qarde  dfi  Sceaux  then 
spoke  about  twOnty  minutes,  chiefly  in  compliment  to 
the  orders  present.  The  Comptroller  General,  in  a 
speech  of  about  an  hour,  opened  the  budget,  and  en- 
larged on  the  several  subjects,  which  will  be  under  their 
deliberation.  He  explained  the  situation  of  the  finances 
at  his  accession  to  office,  the  expense  which  their  ar- 
rangement had  rendered  aecessary,  their  present  state, 
with  the  improvements  made  in  them,  the  several  plans 
which  had  been  proposed  for  their  fiirtber  improve- 
ment, a  change  in  tbe  fcsim  of  some  of  their  taxes,  the 
removal  of  the  interior  customhouses  to  Ae  frontiers,  and 
the  mstitutioa  of  provincial  assemblies.  The  assemUy 
was  then  di^ded  mto  committees,  with  a  Prince  of  tbe 
blood  at  the  head  of  each  ;  in  this  form,  they  are  to  dis- 
cuss, separately,  tbe  subjects  which  will  be  siduoitted  to 
them,  tbor  decinon  will  be  reported  by  two  members  to 
tbe  Minster,  who,  on  view  of  the  separate  deciwms  of 
all  the  committees,  will  make  such  changes  in  his  plans, 
as  will  best  accommodate  them  to  their  ^ews,  without 
too  much  departing  from  his  own,  and  mil  then  submit 
them  to  the  vote  (but  I  believe  not  to  the  debate)  of  the 
general  assembly,  which  will  be  convened  for  this  pur> 
pose,  one  day  in  every  week,  and  will  vote  individually. 
Tbe  event  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes*  death,  of 
Vol.  hi.— 30 
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which  I  had  the  honor  to  inlonn  you  in  two  lettcn  oi 
the  14tb  ifiManl,  the  appointment  ot  tto  Count  de  Hont- 
raoriii,  and  the  propriety  of  my  attesding  at  Ma  £nt 
audience,  which  will  be  on  the  S7th,  have'  ntarded  the 
journey,  I  had  proposed,  a  few  days.  I  ^aU  hope,  oi 
my  return,  to  meet  here  new  powers  for  the  Cotsubi 
Convmtion,  as,  under  those  I  hare,  it  will  be  impossHde 
to  make  the  changes  in  the  convention  irtiich  may  be 
wished  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFPEHSON. 


rnoll   ASM   JAY   TO    TUOIU9   JCmBSOB. 


Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  34tfo  A{ml,  I  have 
been  honored  with  youra  of  14th  and  33rd  of  Fehnik- 
ly  last,  and  with  two  ftom  Hr.  %wt,  to  whom  I  bad 
the  pleesure  of  writing  on  the  5th  insUDL 

I  have  DOW  the  boaor  of  tnmwnittiog  to  you  bece- 
rwilfa>  (meksed,  th«  foUowisg  peters : 
.  A  Ibtten  foD  the  BmpoNMr  of  MorQeae,  with' a  ratifies 
tioBiof<  the  treaty  endotedt  and.  copies  of  both,  for  your 
infomiatiGo. 

Tbia  lettea  you  will  be  so  good  aa  to  forward  by  the 
fimt  legible  opportnnil]^  to  Deo  FfaouKo  Chiappe, 
Ameiican.  Agent  at  Merocoo^  Vi  be  by  him  .presentod 
to  tha  Empeior^ 

A  Letter  f<»  Mr.  FetBtisIii]  to  bs  forwaided  in  like 
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A  oopy  of  aa  wt  of  Cot^Eess  of  the  IStb  July,  iqt 
suat,  aothoriiing  you  to  redeem  our  uolbnunats  felknr- 
oitiEeiiB  at  Algkcsy  m  tbe  nuuiner  which  you  suggestepi. 

An  ludiaaaoe  for  the  govvnuneat  of  the  ntetem  «ouit- 
try,  passed  the  13tb  inataot. 

.    The  prioled  Jounals  of  Coofnss  fKoa  6th  Nevembpr 
to  10th  May  last. 

The  late  newspapers. 

The  other  matters  on  which  you  have  long  had  reason 
to  expect  instructions,  are  yet  under  consideratioo. 

ChevalieF  Jones  cannot  hare  his  afiajre  arranged  in  sea- 
son for  him  to  go  in  this  packet.  He  will  probably  sail 
in  the  next ;  aad  I  flatter  mysdf  viib  the  [Measure  of  be- 
ing enaUed,  by  that  timfl>  if  not  soon«,  to  write  you  ful- 
ly and  satisfactorily.  Nine  States,  tor  ■  long  time  past, 
have  been  but  seldom  represented  in  Coagress,  and  hence, 
delays,  mu^  to  be  netted,  have  taken  place. 

The  Conventioa  is  Mtdog,  but  their  pcoceediogs  are 
secret.  Our  Indian  afiairs  in  the  west,  still  ^re  us  uo- 
eaabess,  aad  so  I  fear  they  will  ooatinue  to  do,  for  rea- 
KHU  you  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  orajecture.  Our  affiiirs 
in  g^Kcal,  will  admit  of  much ,  melioratioD ;  and  they 
will  affitrd  the  Conyention  ample  field  ibr  ibe  ^pUy  of 
their  piUrtoti«D  and  lalmts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tte. 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  &  Copgrees,  yesterday,  passed  a  rescdutioD  ap- 
pionog  Mr.  Barclay's  coodna  in  the  negatiatuxi  with 
Morocco.  Tbey  have  Ukewise  confirmed  his  appoiot- 
ment  of  Don  Francisco  Chiappe  to  be  their  agent  at  Mo- 
rocco ;  Don  Joeepb  Chiappe  to  be  their  agent  at  Maga- 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


380  THOMAS  nmsmxi—tomi  jat. 

don;  andDoD  Oiroloaio  Chuppe  to  be  tbntKgentu 
l^gier ;  nitb  which  agents,  it  u  their  desire  that  their 
Ministers  at  VenailleB  and  Loodoa  should  regularly  cm- 
respond.  Want  of  time  prerstits  my  hann;;  and  sendiog 
you  certified  copies  of  these  acts  by  diia  oppoitunitf . 
My  next  shall  contain  what  may  be  necessary  to  say  fui^ 
ther  on  these  subjects. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  AfftAtt, 
Jtdy  18,  ITSTT. 

On  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Department  of  Fot^pi  A&irs,  to  whom  was  leferred 
a  petition  from  Hannah  Stephens  praying  that  her  bus- 
band  be  redeemed  from  captivity  at  Algiers  ;  and  also  a 
letter  from  the  honorable  Thomas  Jefferson  proposing 
that  a  certain  order  of  priests  be  employed  for  such  piH> 
poses ; 

Retolved,  That  the  honorable  Thomas  JeSbrson,  Esq. 
the  Minister  of  the  Uaited  States  at'  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles, be  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  take  such  mea- 
'sures  as  he  may  deem  most  adriseable,  for  redeeming  the 
American  captives  at  Algiers,  and  at  any  expense  not 
exceeding  that,  which  European  nations  usually  pay  in 
tike  cases. 

Retohed,  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and  they 
hereby  are  directed,  to  provide  ways  «nd  means  for 
enabling  Mr.  Jefierson  to  defray  the  said  expenses, 
aiher  by  remitting  money  from  hence,  or  by  a  credit  in 
fiorope. 
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FEOH  THOMAS  JEFVEfiSON   TO   JOHN  JAT. 

.     .  HtTB^Uea,  Hay  4t  1787. 

Sir, 
I  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  «  Aix,  your  leuer  of  9th 
February^,  and  immediately  wtote  to  the  Count  de  Mont- 
tnorin,  explaining  the  delay  of  the  answer  of.  Coagress 
to  the  King's  letter,  and  desired  Mr.  Short  to  delirer  that 
answer,  with  my  letter,  to  Monsieur  de  Mtmtmorin, 
which  he,  accordin^y,  infoims  me  he  has  done. 

My  sbsence  prevented  my  notii^  to  you  in  the  first 
moment,  the  revolution  which  has  taken  place  «t  Parisj 
in  the  Departmrat  of  Finance,  fay  the  suhstitution  of 
Monsieur  de  Fourqueaux,  in  the  place  of  Monsieur  de 
Calonne ;  so  that  you  will  have  heard  of  it  through 
other  channels,  before  this  will  have  the  honor  of  reach- 
ing you. 

Havbg  stiud  at  Aix  long  enough  to  |NX>ve  the  in^- 
-tacj  of  the  waters,  I  came  on  to  this  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  informtng  myself  here,  as  I  mean  to  do  at  the 
other  sea-port  towns,  of  whatever  may  he  interesUng  to 
our  c(Hnmerce,  so  far  as  carried  on  in  ourfaottoms.  I 
find  it  almost  nMhing,  and  so  it  must  probably  renvtin, 
till  something  can  be  done  with  the  Algennes ;  though 
severely  afflicted  with  the  plague,  they  have  come  out 
within  these  few  days,  and  shewed  themselves  in  ftace 
along  the  coast  of  Genoa,  cwauma^mg  a  little  town  and 
taking  several  vessels. 

Amoig  other  dijects  of  inquiry,  this  ww  the  place  to 
learn  somethbg  more  ceitain  oa  the  wok^t  (^  rice,  aa  it 
is  a  good  emporium  for  that  of  the  LevaiU,  and  of  Italy. 
1  wirind  pani<mlariy  to  know,  whetherit  was  the  use  of 
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a  difiereat  macbine  for  cleaning,  which  brought  Euiopesa 
rice  to  market  less  broken  tban  ours,  as  had  been  repre- 
sented to  me  by  dioee  who  deal  in  that  article  in  Paris. 
I  found  several  persons  who  has  passed  thiou^  the  rice 
oounti;  of  Italy,  but  not  ooe  who  oould  ez^am  to  me 
the  iMbHe  of  the  machioe.  But  I  was  f^ven  to  belieM, 
that  I  Di^t  see  it  myself,  immadiately  on  enteiiag 
Redmont,  as  this  would' require  but  abontthree.weeks,  J 
determinBd  to  go  and  ascertain  this  point,  as  the  chance 
only  of  placiog  onr  rice  above  all  rivalship  in  quality,  t& 
it  is  io  color,  by  the  istrodtictioa  of  a  better  machine,  if 
a  better  existed,  seemed  to  justify  the  applicatian  c^  that 
much  time  to  tt.  I  found  the  rice  coontry  to  be,  is 
trath,  Lnubardy^  cue '  hundred  miles  fiirther  than  had 
been  represented,  and  that,  though  called  Redmont  nee, 
not  a  grain  is  made  in  the  country  of  Hedcoont.  I 
passed  through  the  rice  fields  of  the  Vercellese  and  Mi- 
lanese, about  sixty  miles,  and  returned  &om  diax»  last 
night,  having  found  that  the  machine  is  absolutely  the 
same  as  oois,  uid  of  ooune  we  need  not  Usten  mwe  to 
that  soggestioQ.  It  js  a  di&rence  m  the  species  of  grm, 
of  whicb  the  government  of  Turin  is  so  sensibie,  that,  as 
1  iw  informed, .  they  pndubit  the  exportation  of  rough 
rice  on  pain  of  death.  I  have  taken  measures,  however, 
for  obtaioiDg  a  quantity  of  it,  which,  Ithink,  wiU not 
fiul ;  and  I  bought,  on  the  spot,  a  small  pared,  which  I 
have  widi  me.  As  fortber  details  on  this  luhject  to  Con- 
gress would  tie  misplaced,  I  propose,  on  my  return  to 
Paris,  to  eoremiinicate  them,  and  send  the  rioe  to  the 
■odety  at  Charleston,  for  prom6ting  agriculture ;  suppoe- 
ing  diat  they  will  be  best  able  to  try  th^  experiment  of 
cultiv^ing  >tbe  rice  of  this  quidity,  uid  to  conuBunicate 
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the  specifls  to  the  two  States  <^  South  CtroliDB  and 
Gewgia,  if  they  fiid  it  answer.  I  thought  the  staple  of 
these  two  States  was  entitled  to  tins  attention,  and,  that 
it  jBust  be  desiraUe  to  them  to  be  able  to  furni^  rice  of 
the  two  qualities  demanded  in  Europe,  'espenally,  as  tbe 
greater  cooawnptioB  is  m  the  forms,  for  which-  the  Lom- 
baidy  quality  is  preferred.  The  maa*  of  our  coantry- 
men  bmog  mterosted  m  agriculture,  I  hope  I  do  not  err 
in  supposing,  that  in  a  lime  of  profound  peace  as  the 
present,  to  enable  them  to  ad<^t  their  productions  to  tbe 
nuiJket,  to*  poiet  oat  maritets  for  them,  and  endeavor  to 
obtatD  &Tanb1e  tenns  of  deception,  is  within  the  line  of 
my  duty. 

My  journey  into  this  part  of  tbe  country,  has  procured 
me  iDfiMTnation  which  1  will  take  tbe  liberty  of  conuBuni- 
etting  to  Congress^  Is  October  last  I  received  a  letter 
dsted  MontpdSer,  October  Snd,  1786,  xnnouDcii^  to  me 
that  the  writer  was  a  fore^ner,  who  had  a  matter  of  very 
9»tt  consequence  to  cotntouiucatfl  to  me,  wad  deared  I 
WMld  indcatfl  tbe  cbanoel  tfarough  wbkib  it  migfat  pass 
safely.  I  did  so.  I  received,  soon  afiw,  a  latter  in  the 
folowing  words,  omitting  oely  tbe  fbnml  parts : 

"  I  am  a  Braolim,  and  you  know  that  my  unhappy 
"  oonatry  poans  under  a  moat  droad&il  slavery,  which 
'^  becnnes  more  imoler^e  aoee  tiu  en  of  your  ^eriouB 
"  independeDce — thebatbarous  Poiti^oeae  iqiariiig  -ik»- 
"  tUog  10  make  hb  unfa^py.  Six  feai  diat  we  sbould'  fdt- 
"  low  your  steps.  And  as  we  know  tbM  dieae  usurpers 
"  qpHDSt  the  law  of  natuie  and  of  biB^ity,  bave  no 
"  otbet  thoughts  than  of  crushing  ua^  wc  are  detMnuBed  to 
"  bSaw  the  sti&ing  example  which  you  have  gives  ua, 
"  and  CQOiequeni^  to  break  our  ebaiBB,  and  to  bring  to  life 
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"  libefty,  which  ia  now  dead  and  oppressed  by  phfEDOsI 
"  force,  which  is  the  only  power  Ektropeans  have  over 
"  Aro^ica.  But  as  Spain  wiU  not  fail  to  join  Rjnugal, 
"  it  is  necessary  that  a  na^n  should  assist  us.  And  not- 
"  withstanding  the  advantages  we  have  for  defence,  we 
"  cannot  do  it,  or  at  least  it  would  not  be  pnid^tforus 
"  to  nin  any  hazud,  without  being  sure  of  success.  Tooi 
'■'  nation,  sir,  is,  we  think,  ^t  which  should  most  snita- 
"  bly  assist  us,  because  it  is  her  that  has  given  us  the  ex- 
"  ample;  and  also,  because  nature  haa  made  us  inb^it- 
"  ants  of  the  same  continent,  and  has  consequently  con- 
"  sdtuted  us,  io  some  sort,  countrymen.  We  aie  ready, 
"  on  our  part,  to  Itimish  all  die  funds  that  may  be  neces- 
"  saiy,  and  to  show,  at  all  times,  our  gratitude  towards 
"  OUT  benefactors.  This  is  the  substance  of  my  inten- 
"  dons,  and  it  is  to  fiilfil  this  commission,  that  I  am  now 
"  in  France,  as  I  could  not  do  it  in.  America  wi^Kxit  ex- 
"  cidng  scnne  suspicions.  It  is  for  you  to  judge  if  they 
"  can  be  realized.  And  in  case  you  should  wish  to  coo- 
"  suit  your  nation  on  the  subject,  I  am  enabled  to  ^ve 
"  bU  the  information  that  you  may  think  necessary. 

"  Montpelier,  21  Norember." 

As  by  this  time  I  bad  been  advised  to  try  the  waters 
of  the  Aix,  I  wrote  to  the  geodemanmy  dengn,  and  that 
I  should  go  off  my  road  as  fer  as  Nismes,  under  the  pre- 
text of  seeing  the  antiquitras  of  that  place,  if  he  would 
meet  me  there.  He  met  me,  and  the  following  is  the 
sum  of  the  information  I  received  from  him : 

"  Brazil  contains  as  many  inhabitants  as  Poitagal. 
"  Hey  are,  1st,  Portuguese ;  3nd,  native  whites;  drd, 
"  Idack  and  mt^tto  slaves ;  4th,  Indians,  civilised  and 
<'  savages.    1st,  the  Portuguese  are  few  in  nnmber,  amt- 
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'  ly  married  there,  have  lost  sight  of  Uieir  native  couotry, 
''  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  retumiDg  to  it,  and  are  dis- 
"  posed  to  become  independent.  3nd,  the  native  whites 
"  form  the  body  of  their  nation.  3rd,  the  slaves  are  as 
"  numerous  as  the  free.  4lh,  the  civilized  Indians  have 
"  no  energy,  and  the  savage  would  not  meddle.  There 
"  aie  twenty  thousand  regular  troops.  Origioally  these 
"  were  Porluguese,  but  as  they  died  oS",  they  were  re- 
"  placed  by  the  natives ;  so  that  these  compose,  at  pre- 
"  sent,  the  mass  of  the  troops,  and  may  be  counted  on 
"  by  their  native  country.  The  officers  are  partly  Por- 
"  tuguese,  partly  Brazilian.  Their  bravery  is  not  doubt- 
"  ed,  and  they  understand  the  parade,  but  not  the  science 
"  of  their  profession.  They  have  no  bias  for  Portugal, 
"  but  no  energy  neither  for  any  thing.  The  priests  are 
"  partly  Portuguese,  partly  Brazilians,  and  will  not  in- 
"  teiest  themselves  much.  The  Noblesse  are  scarcely 
"  known  as  such ;  they  will  in  no  manner  be  distinguish- 
"  ed  from  the  people.  The  men  of  letters  are  those 
"  most  desirous  of  a  revolution.  The  people  are  not 
"  much  under  the  infiuence  of  their  priests.  Most  of 
"  them  read  and  write,  possess  arms,  and  are  in  the  babit 
"  of  using  them  for  hunting.  The  slaves  will  take  the 
"  ude  of  tbeir  masters.  In  short,  as  to  the  question  of 
"  revolution,  there  is  hut  one  mind  in  that  country.  But 
'.'  there  appears  no  person  capable  of  conducting  a  revo- 
"  lution,  or  willing  to  venture  himself  at  its  head, 
"  without  the  aid  of  some  powerful  nation,  as  the 
"  people  of  their  own  might  ^1  them.  There  is  no 
"  printing  press  in  Brazil.  They  consider  the  North 
"  American  revolution  as  a  precedent  for  theirs,  they 
"  lo<^  to  the  United  Slates,  as  most  likdy  to  give 
Vol.  111—31 
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"  them  honest  support,  and  from  a  variety  of  conndera- 
"  dons  hare  the  suongest  prejudices  in  our  favor.  This 
*'  iaformant  is  a  native  and  inhabitant  of  Rio  Janeiro,  the 
"  present  metropolis,  which  contams  50,000  iuhalntaDts, 
"  knows  well  St.  Salvador,  the  former  one,  and  the 
"  mines  tPor,  which  are  ia  the  centre  of  the  country; 
"  these  are  all  for  a  revolution  and  constituting  the  body 
"  of  the  nation,  the  other  parts  will  follow  them.  The 
"  King's  fifth  of  the  mines  yield  annually  13,000,000  of 
"  crusadores,  or  half  dollars,  he  has  the  sole  right  of 
"  searching  for  diamonds  and  other  precious  stones, 
"  which  yields  him  about  half  as  much,  his  income  alone 
"  then  from  these  two  resources.  Is  about  10,000,000  of 
"  dollars  annually  ;  but  the  remaining  parts  of  the  pro- 
"  duce  of  the  mines,  being  36,000,000,  might  be  count- 
"  ed  on  for  effecting  a  revolution.  Beades  the  arms  in  the 
"  hands  of  the  people,  there  are  public  magazines,  they 
"  have  abundance  of  horses,  but  oa\y  a  part  of  their 
"  country  would  admit  the  service  of  horsej  they  would 
"  want  cannon,  ammuniti(»i,  ships,  sailors,  soldiers, 
"  and  officers,  for  which  they  are  disposed  to  look  to  (he 
"  United  States,  always  understood  that  every  service  and 
"  fiiraiture  will  be  well  paid  for.  Com  costs  ^bout  30  liv. 
"  tbo  lOOlbs.,  they  have  flesh  in  the  greatest  abundance, 
"  insomuch  that  in  some  parts,  they  kill  heaves  for  the 
"  skin  only.  The  whale  fishery  is  carried  on  by  Brasil- 
"  ians  altogether  and  not  by  Portuguese,  but  in  very 
"  small  vessels,  so  diat  the  fishermen  Imow  nothbg 
"  of  mana^ng  a  large  ship,  they  would  want  of  us 
"  at  all  times  shipping,  com  and  salt  fish.  The  latter 
"  is  a  great  article,  and  they  are  at  |»esent  supp£ed 
"  mth  it  from  Portugal.    Putugal  being  without  other 
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"  annjr  or  nary  could  not  sttempt  an  invasion  under 
"  a  twelve  month.  Considering  of  what  it  would  be 
"  composed,  it  would  not  be  much  to  be  feared,  and, 
"  if  they  lailed,  tbey  would  probably  never  attempt  a 
"  second,  indeed  this  source  of  their  wealth  being  inter- 
"  cepted,  they  are  scarcely  capable  of  a  first  effiirt,  the 
"  thinking  part  of  the  nation  are  so  sen^ble  of  this,  that 
"  they  consider  an  early  separation  inevitable.  There  is 
"  an  implacable  hatred  between  tlie  Bia^lians  and  Por- 
"  tuguese,  to  reconcile  which,  a  former  Minister  adopted 
*'  the  policy  of  letting  the  Brazilians  into  a  participation 
"  of  public  offices,  but  subsequent  administrations  have 
"  reverted  to  the  ancient  policy  of  keeping  the  administra- 
"  tion  in  the  hands  of  native  Portuguese;  there  is  a  mixture 
"  of  natives  of  the  old  appointments  still  remuning  b 
"  office.  If  Spain  sbould  invade  them  on  their  Southern 
"  extremities,  these  are  so  distant  lirom  the  body  of  their 
"  settlements  that  tfaey  could  not  penetrate  thence,  and 
"  Spanish  enterprise  is  not  formidable.  The  mines  d'or 
"  are  among  mountains  inaccesnble  to  any  army,  and 
"  Rio  Janeiro  is  considered  as  the  strongest  port  in  the 
"  woiid  after  Gibraltar.  Incase  of  a  successlul  revolution 
"  a  republican  government  in  a  single  body  would  proba- 
"  bly  be  established." 

I  took  care  to  impress  on  bim  through  the  whole  of 
our  conversation,  that  I  had  neither  instructions  nor  au- 
thority to  say  a  word  to  any  body  on  this  subject,  and 
that  I  could  only  give  him  my  own  ideas  as  a  single  in- 
dividual, which  were  that  we  were  not  in  a  condition  at 
present,  to  meddle  nationally  in  any  war ;  that  wewided 
particulariy  lo  cultivate  the  fiiendehip  of  Portugal, 
widi   whom  we  have  an  advantageous  commerce,  that 
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yet  a  successful  revolution  in  Brazil  could  not  be  uninte- 
resting to  us;  that  prospects  of  lucre  might  possibly 
draw  numbers  of  individuals  to  their  aid,  and  purer  mo' 
tives  our  officers,  among  whom  are  many  excellent;  that 
our  citizens  being  free  to  leave  their  own  country  indivi- 
dually, without  the  consent  of  their  government,  are 
equally  free  to  go  to  any  other. 

A  little  before  I  received  the  Grst  letter  of  the  Bra- 
zilian, a  gentleman  informed  me  there  was  a  Mexican  in 
Paris,  who  ^shed  to  have  some  conversauon  wttb  me; 
he' accordingly  called  on  me,  the  substance  of  the  in- 
formation I  drew  from  him,  was  as  follows  :  He  is  him- 
self a  native  of  Mexico,  where  his  relations  are,  princi- 
pally; he  left  it  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  seem? 
now  to  be  about  thirty-three  or  ihirty-four;  he  classes 
and  characterizes  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  as  fol- 
lows :  1st.  The  natives  of  old  Spain,  possessed  of  most 
of  the  offices  of  government,  and  firmly  attached  to  it. 
2nd.  The  clergy,  equally  attached  to  the  govemment. 
3rd.  The  natives  of  Mexico,  generally  disposed  to  revolt, 
but  without  instruction,  without  enei^y,  and  much  under 
the  dominion  of  their  priests,  4th.  The  slaves,  mulatto 
and  black,  the  former,  enterprising  and  intelligent,  the 
latter,  brave,  and  of  very  important  weight,  into  what- 
ever scale  they  throw  themselves ;  but  [he  thinks  they 
will  side  with  their  masters.  5th.  The  conquered  In- 
dians, cowardly,  not  likely  to  take  any  side,  nor  impor- 
tant which.  6lh.  The  free  Indians,  brave  and  formida- 
ble, should  they  interfere,  but  not  likely  to  do  so,  as 
being  at  a  great  distance.  I  asked  him  the  numbeis  of 
these  several  classes,  but  he  could  not  give  them;  the 
fiiBt,  he  thought  very  inconsiderable;   that  the  second 
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formed  the  body  of  the  freemen ;  the  thu'd  equal  to  the 
two  first;  the  fourth  to  all  the  preceding ;  and,  as  to  the 
fifth,  he  could  form  no  idea  of  their  proportion ;  indeed, 
it  appeared  to  me,  that  his  conjectures  as  to  the  others, 
weie  on  looee  grounds.  He  said,  he  knew  from  good 
inibrraBtion,  there  were  300,000  inhabitants  in  the  city 
of  Mexico.  I  was  sUll  more  cautious  with  him  than 
with  the  Brazilian,  mentioning  it  as  my  private  opinion, 
(unauthorized  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject  otherwise,) 
that  a  successful  revolution  waa  still  at  a  distance  with 
them ;  that  I  feared  they  must  begin  by  enlightening  and 
emancipating  the  nunds  of  their  people ;  that,  as  to  us, 
if  Spain  should  give  us  advantageous  terms  of  commerce 
and  remove  other  difficulties,  it  was  not  probable  that  we 
should  relinquish  certain  and  present  advantages,  though 
smaller,  to  uncertain  and  future  ones,  however  good.  I 
was  lead  into  this  caution,  by  observing  that  this  gentle- 
man was  intimate  at  the  Spanish  Ambassador's,  and  that 
he  was  then  taken  to  Paris,  employed  by  Spain  to  settle 
her  boundaries  with  France  on  the  Pyrenees ;  be  has 
much  the  air  of  candor,  but  that  can  be  borrowed,  so 
that  I  was  not  able  to  decide  about  him  in  my  own  mind. 
Led  by  a  unity  of  subject,  and  a  desire  to  give  Con- 
gress as  general  a  view  of  the  dispositions  of  our  south- 
em  countrymen,  as  my  information  enables  roe,  I  will 
add  an  arUcle,  which,  old  and  insulated,  I  did  not  think 
important  enough  to  mention  at  the  time  I  received  it. 
You  will  remember,  sir,  that,  during  the  late  war,  the 
British  papers  often  gave  details  of  a  rebellion  in  Peru  ; 
the  character  of  those  papers  discredited  the  information, 
but  the  truth  was,  that  the  insurrections  were  so  general, 
that  the  event  was  long  on  the  poise.     Had  Commodore 
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JohnaoD,  theo  expected  on  that  coast,  touched  and  land- 
ed there  two  thousand  men,  the  dominion  of  Spun  in 
that  countiy  was  at  an  end ;  they  only  wanted  a  point  of 
union,  which  this  body  would  have  constituted ;  not 
having  this,  they  acted  mthout  concert,  and  were  at 
length  subdued,  separately.  This  coofla^tion  was 
quenched  in  blood,  two  hundred  thousand  souls  on  both 
udes  havmg  perished,  but  the  remaimng  matter  is  very 
capable  of  combustion.  I  have,  this  information  from  a 
person  who  was  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  and  whose  good 
^th,  understanding  and  means  of  information,  leave  no 
doubt  of  the  facts  ;  he  observedj  however,  that  the  num- 
bers above  supposed  to  have  peiished,  were  on  such 
conjectures  only  as  he  could  collect. 

I  trouble  Congress  with  these  details,  because,  how- 
ever dbtant  we  may  be,  both  m  condition  and  disposi- 
tions, from  talcing  an  active  part  in  any  commotions  in 
that  country,  nature  has  placed  it  too  near  us  to  make  its 
movement  altogether  indifferent  to  our  uiterests  or  to 
our  curiosity. 

I  hear  of  another  arret  of  this  Court,  incre&sii^  the 
duties  on  foreign  stock  fish,  and  the  premiums  on  thdr 
own,  imported  into  their  Islands,  but  not  having  yet 
seen  it,  I  can  say  nothiug  certain  on  it.  I  am  in  hopes 
the  effect  of  this  policy  will  be  defeated  by  the  practice 
which  I  am  told  takes  place  on  the  bank  of  Newfound- 
land, of  putting  our  fish  into  the  French  fishing  boats, 
and  the  parties  shanr^  the  premium,  instead  of  ours  pay- 
ing the  duty. 

I  am  in  hopes  Mr.  Short  will  be  able  to  send  you  the 
medals  of  General  Gates  by  this  packet.    I  await  a  gen- 
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eral  instniction  aa  to  these  medals.    The  academies  of 
Europe  will  be  much  gratified  to  receive  each  a  set. 

I  propose  to  set  out  the  day  after  to-morrow  for  Bour- 
deaux,  (b;  the  canal  of  Languedoc,)  Nantes,  L'Orient, 
and  Paris. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


ntOH  THOUAB  JEFFKHSON  TO  WILLIAM  CABHICHAEL. 
Parii,  June  14, 1787. 
Dear  Sir, 
Having  got  back  to  Paris  three  days  ago,  I  resume 
Immediately  the  correspondence,  with  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  honor  me.  I  wish  I  could  have  begun  it 
with  more  agreeable  information  than  that  furnished  me 
by  M.  Grand,  that  the  funds  of  the  United  States  here 
are  exhausted,  and  himself  condderably  in  advance;  and 
by  the  Board  of  Treasury  at  New  York,  that  they  have 
no  immediate  prospect  of  fiimishing  supplies.  We  are 
thus  lefl  to  sluft  for  ourselves,  without  previous  warning. 
As  soon  as  they  shall  replenish  Mr.  Grand's  hands,  I  will 
^ve  you  notice,  that  you  jnay  recommence  your  usual 
drafb  on  him ;  unless  the  Board  sh(»ild  provide  a  sepa- 
rate fund  for  you,  dependant  on  yourself  alone,  which  I 
strongly  and  repeatedly  pressed  on  them,  in  order  to  re- 
move the  indecency  of  sufiering  your  drafts  to  pass 
through  any  intermediate  hand  for  payment. 

Hy  letters  from  America  come  down  to  the  34th  of 
April.  The  disturbaoces  in  the  eastern  States  were  en- 
tirely settled.     I  do  not  learn  that  the  Govenunent  had 
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made  toy  examples.  Mr.  Hancock's  health  bemg  re- 
established, the  want  of  which  had  occasioaed  him  to  re- 
sign the  Govemment  of  Massachusetts,  be  has  been  re- 
elected to  the  exclusion  of  Governor  Bowdoin.  New 
York  still  refuses  to  pass  the  impost  in  any  form,  and 
were  she  to  pass  it,  Pennsylvania  will  not  uncouple  it 
from  the  supplementary  liinds.  These  two  States,  and 
Virginia,  are  the  only  ones,  my  letter  says,  which  have 
paid  any  thing  into  the  Continental  Treasury,  for  a  twelve 
month  past.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter  from 
Congress  to  the  several  States,  insistiug  on  their  remov- 
ing all  obstnictioDS  to  the  recovery  of  British  debts. 
This  was  hurried,  that  it  might  be  delivered  to  the  Assem- 
bly of  New  York,  before  they  rose.  It  was  delivered, 
but  they  did  nothing  in  consequence  of  it.  The  Con- 
vention to  be  assembled  at  Philadelphia  will  be  an  able 
one.  Ten  States  were  known  to  have  appointed  dele- 
gates. Massachusetts  was  about  to  appoint;  Connecticut 
was  doubtful;  and  Rhode  Island  had  refused.  We  are 
sure,  however,  of  eleven  States.  South  Carolina  has 
prohibited  the  importation  of  slaves  for  three  years;  which 
is  a  step  towards  a  perpetual  prohibition.  Between  six 
a:id  seven  hundred  thousand  acres  of  Ituid  are  acttially 
surveyed  into  townships,  and  jhe  sales  are  to  begin  im- 
mediately. They  are  not  to  be  sold  for  less  than  a  dol- 
lar the  acre,  in  public  certificates,  I  wrote  you  from 
Bourdeaux,  on  the  subject  of  Colonel  Smith.  I  was 
sorry  I  missed  him  there,  for  other  reasons  as  well  as 
from  a  curiosity  to  know  hb  errand.  The  Notables  have 
laid  the  foundation  ibr  much  good  here :  yon  have  seen 
it  detailed  in  the  public  papers.  The  Prince  of  Wales  is 
likely  to  recover  from  tus  illness,  which  was  very  tbreat- 
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enii^;.  It  is  feoi^d  that  three  powers  liapecombiDed  to 
lift  the  Prince  of  Orange  out  of  ^is  difficulties.  Have 
you  yet  the  cypher^of  which  I  fonnerly  wrote  to  you,  or 
any  copy  oHt? 

I  axa,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


fBOH   TBOHAS   JBFrEKSON    TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  June  21,  1787. 

Sir,  ■ 

1  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  in  a  letter  of  May 
4th,  from  MqrseilleSj  which  was  to  hare  gone  by  the  last 
packet,  but  it  arcired  a  few  hours  Kxt  late  for  that  con- 
veyance^and  has  been  committed  to  a  private  one  pass* 
ing  through  England,  with  a  promise  that  it  should  go 
llHough  no  Post-Ofijco. 

I  was  desirous,  wliile  at  the  sea  ports,  to  obtain  a  list 
of  the  American  veaseb,  which  have  come  to  them  sinofl 
the  peace,  in  oixjer  to  estimate  their  comparative  import- 
une to  us,  as  well  as  the  general  amount  of  our  com- 
merce with,thb  country,  so  far  as  carried  on  in  our  owji 
bottoms.-.  At  Marseilles,  |j  found  there  had  beeo  thirty 
two.since  that  period  ;  9t  CeEte  nota  single  one;  at  Bay- 
oone,  one  of  our  free  ports,  only  one ;  this  last  aiticle  I 
learnt  iroio  other  information,  not  having  visited  that 
plaice,  as  it  wpuld  have  been  a  deviation,  from  my  ropte, 
too  considerable  foe  the  impcirtance  of  the  object ;  at 
Bourdeaux,  Nantes,  and  L'Orient,  I  could  not  obtain 
lists  in  the  m(»nent :  bux  am  in  hopes  I  shell  be  able  to 
get  them  ere  long,  though  more  important  to  us,  they 
Vol.  111^-32 
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will  prc^bly  be  more  imperfect  than  ttmt  of  Marseilles ; 
at  Nantes  I  began  with  Mr.  Dobree  an  arrangement  of 
his  olaims.  I  vkriled  the  military  stores  which  have  been 
detained  there  so  long,  opened  some  boxes  of .  each  kind, 
and  found  the  state  of  their  contents  much  better  than 
had  been  represented,  an  exact  list  of  the  articles  is  to 
be  sent  me  ;  in  the  meanUme  the  following  is  near  the 
truth. 

34  cases  of  gun-locks;  6  cases  of  gun  barrels;  65  cases 
of  oId.ba7onets;  locks  and  furniture  of  3,100  (ire  arms 
of  various  Idnds,  taken  from  the  peasants  of  Bourdeaux, 
when  they  were  deprived  of  the  droit  de  chaise,  and 
purchased  by  Mr,  Deane,  the  above  are  broken,  eaten  up 
with  rust  and  Worth  nothing;  15,000  pieces  of  walnut  for 
gun  stocks  very  good ;  30  cases  of  muskets  from  Holland, 
about  ^  in  each  chest,  say  about  700  muskets  with  theii 
bayonets,  good  of  their  form,  but  not  of  the  best  form, 
in  such  condition  that  they  will  need  only  such  a  cleaning 
as  the  soldier  himself,  can  give ;  31  cases  of  sabres,  from 
Holland,  about  63  in  each  case,  say  about  1300  in  good 
condition;  18  hogsheads  of  gun  flints;  10  anchors  weigh- 
ing In  the  whole  about  21 ,5001bs.  But  we  must  dediKst 
about  1-5  from  the  muskets  and  sabres,  because  there  are 
in  the  warehouses  fire  tiers  oficases,  the  bottom  one  of 
which  having  been  partly  under  water,  during  an  inunda- 
tion of  the  Loire,  that  wliolfe  tier  may  be  ccmsidered  a6 
loet;  another  deduction  will  be  warehouse  rent,  600  liv. 
a  year  from  the  year  1782,  still  they  remain  an  object  (^ 
too  much  value  to  be  abandoned,  if  they  can  be  with- 
drawn by  mutual  consent,  without  any  notioe  of  their 
having  been  in  the  hands  of  justice.  Mr.  Dobree  ap< 
pears  to  be  so  reasonable,  that  1  am  in  hopes  this  may 
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be  done.  The  impomtiom  into  L'Orienl  of  other  fish 
oils,  besides  those  of  the  whale,  brought  to  my  notice 
there,  a  drfect  in  the  letter  of  M.  de  Caloone  of  Oc- 
tober 33,  whicb  letter  was  formerly  communicated  to  you. 
Id  that  leh^  qU  only  was  named,  the  other  fish  (hIs, 
therefore  have  continued  to  pay  the  old  duties.  In  a  con- 
ference wiUi  Mons.  de  ViUedeuil,  the  present  Comptrol- 
ler General,  »nce  my  return,  I  proposed  the  extending 
the  ^mption  to  all^A  «&,- according  to  the  letter  of 
the  Hanseatic  treaty,  which  had  formed  the  basis  of  the 
regulations  respecting  us.  I  think  this  will  be  agreed  to. 
The  delays  of  office  first,  the  illness  of  M.  de  Ca- 
loone, and  lastly  his  removal,  and  the  throng  of  busi- 
ness occa^oned  by  the  AstembUe  da  Notabla,  hare 
prevented  the  reducing  the  substance  of  the  letter  into 
the  form  of  an  arrit  as  yet,  though  I  continued  soliciting 
it  as  much  as  circumstances  would  bear.  I  am  now  pro- 
mised that  it  shall  be  done  immediately,  and  that  it  shall 
be  so  &r  retrospective  as  to  the  date  of  the  letter,  as  that 
all  duties  paid  since  that,  shall  be  refunded. 

Though  we  are  too  little  concerned  in  the  {m)eeedtng3 
of  the  Atiemblee  des  Notables,  to  render  minute  details 
of  them  desirable  to  Ccmgress,  yet  I  suppbse  a  general 
view,  now  that  the  Assembly  is  closed  and  their  measures 
Gxed,  may  be  acceptable. 

The  deficiency  of  the  public  reven\)es,  compared  with 
the  public  expenses,  was  became  so  considerable,  that  it 
was  evident  some  of  the  wheels  of  Government  must 
stop,  unless  they  could  be  relieved.  Continud  borrow- 
ings in  time  of  profound  peace,  could  not  he  proposed, 
and  a  new  tax,  under  the  same  circumstances,  might 
crush  the  Minister,  unless  he  could  procure  a  powerful 
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3u|(poTt.  He  proposed,  therefore,  thje  calling  an  Atnm- 
bUt  dei  Notabks;  he  profiered  them  an  aniversal  redress 
of  grievance,  }a)d  open  those  grievances  fullj,  poiDted 
out  sound  remedies,  and  covering  his  canvass  with  ob- 
jects of  this  magnitude,  the  demasd  of  money  became  i 
little  accessarf ,  scarcely  attracting  attention.  The  per- 
sons chosen  were  the  most  Able  dnd  independent  obsrac- 
tets  In  the  kingdom,  and  their  support,  if  it  could  be  ob- 
tained, would  be  enough  for  him.  They  improved  the 
oeoasion  of  redressing  their  grievaDces,  atid  agreed  that 
th*  pubUc  *ant8  should  be  relieved,  but  went  into  an 
examination  of  the  causes  of  them.  It  is  supposed 
Monsieur  de  Calonna  was  conscious  his  accounts  could 
not  bear  examination ;  and  it  is  said  and  believed  that  ha 
asked  of  the  King  to  send  four  members  to  the  Bastile,  (rf 
whon^ the"  Marquis  de  Lafayette  wasone,  tobanish  twen- 
ty others  and  two  of  his  Ministers.  The  King  found  it 
i^borter  to  banish  bhn.  His  successor  went  oh  in  full  c«i- 
dert  with  the  Assembly.  ITie  result  has  been  an  aug- 
mentauon  in  the  revenue,  &  promise  of  economies  in  its 
expenditure,' of  an  annual  settlement  of  the  public  ac- 
counts before  a  OounctI,  which  the  Comptroller  having 
been  heretofore  obliged  to  settle  only  with  the  King  in 
person— «f  course  never  settled  at  all.  Of  the  abolition 
of  the  Comee*;  reformation  ot  the  Gabeilet ;  supprea- 
aion  of  interior  customhouse ;  free  Commerce  of  grain, 
inteinal  and  external ;  and  the  establishment  of  provm- 
ciaV  assemblies ;  whibh,  altogether,  oonstitute  &  vast  mass 
of  improvement  in  the  condition  of  this  nation.  Ttm 
establishment  of  provincial  assemblies  is  a  iiindknientat 
impiOTenaeot.  TTiBy  will  be  of  the  choice  of  the  p6o^e, 
oii&-thitd  renewed   ftvery  year.      In   those    provintws 
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where  there  are  no  States,  that  is  tosay  over  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  kiltgdom,  they  «ill  be  partly  ae  executive 
tJiemselves,  partly  an  executive  couocil  to  the  iDtendaot, 
to  whom  the  executive  power,  in  hb  pronuce,  has  been 
heretofore  entirely  delegated/  Chosen  by  the  people, 
they  will  soften  die  execution  of  hard  laws,  and  havbg 
a  right  of  represeotauon  to  King,  they  wiU  censure  bad 
laws,  suggest  good  ones,  expose  abuses,  and  their  repre- 
senta^ons,  when  united,  will  commafid  respect.  To  the 
other  advantages  may  .be  added,  the  precedent  itself  of 
calling  the  Assembly  <^  Notables,  which  may  perhaps 
grow  into  habit.  The  hope  is,  that  the  improvements 
thus  promised  will  be  carried  into  effect — that  they  will 
be  maintained  during  the  present  reign,  and  that  ^illbe 
long  enough  for  them  to  take  some  root  in  the  constitu- 
tion, so  as  they  may  become  to  be  considered  a  part  of 
that,  and  be  protected  by  time  and  the  attachment  of  the 
nation.  ^Hie  new  accession  of  the  Ministry  is  valued 
bete;  good  is  hoped  from  the  Archbishop  of  Thouloase, 
who  succeeds  the  Count  de  Vei^ennes  as  chef  du  CoiueU 
de  finance.  M.  de  Villedeuil,  the  Comptroller  Genetial, 
has  been  approved  by  the  public  in  offices  be  has  hereto- 
lore  exeroised.  The  Dake  de  Nivemois,  called  to  the 
Council,  is  reckoned  good,  xn  able  man,  and  M.  de 
Malsherbes,  c^Ied  to  the  Council,  is  unquestionably  the 
first  character  in  the  Kingdom  for  integrity,  patriotism, 
knowledge  and  experience  in  business.  There  is  a  fear 
that  the  Marescbal  de  Castries  b  dbposed  to  retu-e. 

The  &be  of  things  m  Europe  ba  little  tulbid  at  pre- 
sent; but  probably  all  will  subside.  The  Empress  of 
Russia,  it  is  supposml,  will  not  push  her  pretensionB 
against  the  Tntks  to  actual  war,  weighing  the  fcmdnesB 
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of  the  Eoapeior  for  hmovation  against  his  want  of  perse- 
verance. It  is  difficult  to  caleulate  what  he  will  do  with 
his  discontented  subjects  in  Brabant  and  Flandeis.  If 
those  provinces  done  were  cimcemed,  be  would  proba- 
bly give  back,  but  this  would  induce  an  opposition  to  hk 
plans  in  all  his  other  dominions.  Perhaps  be  may  be  able 
to  find  a  eompromiBe.  The  cause  6{  tbe  patriots  in  Hol- 
land is  a  little  clouded  at  present.  England  and  Prussia 
seem  disposed  to  interpose  efiectually.  The  former  has 
actually  ordered  a  fleet  of  six  SBil,of  the  line,  northward- 
ly, under  Oore,  and  the  latter  threatens  to  put  his  troops 
into  motion,  the  danger  of  losing  such  a  weight  in  their 
gfcale,  as  that  of  Prussia,  would  occamtm  this  court  to  pne^ 
ier  conciliation  tA  war,  add  to  this  the  distress  of  tbmr 
finances,  and  perhaps  not  so  warm  a  zeal  in  llie  new 
Ministry,  for  the  innovations  in  Holland.  I  bajdly  be- 
lieve they  will  Uiink  it  worth  while  to  purchase  the  change 
of  constitution  proposed  there  at  the  expense  of  a  waa-; 
but  of  these  things  you  will  receive  more  particular  and 
more  certain  details  fiom  Mr.  Dumas,  to  whom  they 
belong. 

Mr.  Eden  is  appointed  Ambassador  irom  England  to 
Madrid.  To  the  hatred  home  us  by  his  Cotut  and 
country,  b  added  a  recollection  of  tbe  ciicumstances  of 
the  unsuccessAil  embassy  to  America,  of  which  he  made 
a  part,  so,  that  I  think  he  will  carry  to  Madrid,  disposi- 
tions to  do  us  all  the  ill  he  can. 

The  late  change  in  tbe  Ministry  is  very  favorable  to 
tbe  prospects  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  LuEcme,  the  Count 
de  Mootmorin,  Monsieur  de  Malsherbes  and  Monaeur 
de  Lamoignon,  the  Garde  des  Scecaix,  are  his  near  rela- 
tione ;  probably  something  will  be  done  for  him  without 
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dfllay.  The  promise  c^  the  foraier  .admisistfaticHi,  to 
the  Count  de  Moustier  to  succeed  to  bis  vacancy,  should 
it  take  place,  will  probably  he  performed  by  the  preaeot 
one.  '  ■         ^ 

Mr.  Barclay  has  probably  infcwmed  you  of  his  having 
been  anested.in  Bourdeaux,  for  a  debt  ccmtracted  in  the 
way  of  bk  comnierce;  he  immediately  applied  to  die 
parliameiit  of  that  place,  who  ordered  his  dischai^e,  lius 
took  place  after  five  days  actual  imprisonments  Lar- 
rived  at'BiHirdeauz  a  few  days  aftw  his  tibeiation ;  as  the 
Procureur  General  of  the  King  had  interested  himself 
to  obtain  it,  with  uncommon  zeal,  and  that  too  ou  public 
[ninciples,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  wait  on  him,  and 
return  him  my  thanks ;  I  did  the  same  to  the  Presidpirt 
of  the  Parliament,  for  the  body  over  which  he  [resided.' 
What  would  have  been  an  insult  in  Aiuerica,  being  an 
indispensable  duty  here.  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
printed  paper,  on  what  ground  the  Procureur  insisted  on 
Hr.  Barclay's  liberation^  those  on  which  the  Partiament 
ordered  it  are  not  expressed.  On  my  arrival  fawe^  I 
spoke  with  the  Minister  on  the  subject ;  he  observed, 
that  the  character  of  C<»i9ul  is  no  protection  in  this 
country  against  process  for  debt;  that,  as  to  the  character 
with  wluch  Mr.  Barclay  had  been  invested  at  the  Conn 
of  Morocco,  it  was  questionable,  whether  it  could  be 
placed  on  the  diplonmUc  line,  as  it  had  not  been  derived 
imipediately  from  Congress;- that,  if  it  were,  it  would 
have  covered  faim  to  Paris  only,  where  he  had  recEHved 
his  commission,  had  he  proceeded  ditectly  thitfaer,  but 
that  his  Icmg  stay  at  Bourdeaux,  must  be  considered  as. 
teimiaating  it  there.  1  observed  to  him,  that  Mr.  Bar- 
clay had  been  arrested  almost  immediately  on  his  arrival 
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at  Bourdetiux,  but  1m  Mys,  that  an«st  was  made  void 
b;  the  Parliament,  and  still  he  has  condnued  there  sevo- 
raJ  weeks;  true,  1  readied,  bat  bis  adversaries  declared 
tbey  would  arrest  him  agab  the  moment  he  should  be 
out  of  the  jurisdicti(Hi  of  the  Parliam«il  of  Bourdeaux, 
and  have'  actually  engaged  the  Mareckaturie  on  the 
load,  to  doit^  (his  seemed  to  impress  him ;  be  said  be 
oOuld  obtain  a  letter  of  ioitf  coadnit,  which  would  pro- 
tect him  to  Paris,  but,  tbat  immediately  on  his  arrival 
hete,  he  would  beJiiU)le  to  arrest.  I  asked  him  if  such 
a  letter  could  not-  be  obtaiited  to  protect  him  to  Paris 
and  back  to  Bourdeaux,  and.  even  to  America  ?  He 
said,  tbat  for  that,  Ibe  ooosent  of  the  greater  part«f  ins 
creditors  would  be  necessary,  and  eveQ  with  this,  it  wae 
very  doubtfiil  whether  it  could  be  obtained.  £kill,  if  I 
would  fiinrnh  him  inlli  tbat  consent,  be  would  do  what 
^ohM  depend  on  him.  I  am  persuad^  be  will,  and 
have  written  to  Mr.  Barclay  to  obtain  Um  coasent  of  his 
orediuin.  This  is  the  footiag  on  which  this  matter 
stands  at  preaenl-  I  have  stated  it  thus,  pardcularly,  tbat 
yDu.iD8y  know  thetruth,  whichwill  probably  be  iuisro- 
preaented  ja  the  fkiglish  papers,  to  the  prejudice  of  Hr. 
Barclay.  This  matter  has  be«i  a  great  affliction  to  him, 
but  no  dishonor,  where  its  truu  stale  is  known;  indeed, 
be  is  iuo^able  of  d^ng  any  thiog.not  strictly  honoralile. 
In  a  letter  of  Ai^ust  aOth,  1785^  I  had  the  honor  of 
men^niDg  to  you  what  bad  passed  here  on  the  subject 
of  a  coDveutiou  for  the  regulation  of  the  two  post  offices. 
i  now  enclose  you  a  letter  frqm  the  Banm  Dogny,  who 
is  at  the  head  of  that  department,  which  shews  that  he 
still  expects  some  arrangements.  I  have  heard  it  said, 
that  U.  de  Crevecoeur  ia  autbonzed  to  treat  <n  this  sub- 
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j«ct,  you  doubtless  know  if  this  be  true.  The  articles 
may  certainly  be  better  adjusted  there  than  here,  this 
letter  from  the  Baron  Dogny,  was  in  coasequeoce  of  an 
application  from  a  servant  of  mine,  during  my  absence, 
which  would  not  have  been  made,  had  I  been  here,  aoi 
will  it  be  repeated,  it  being  my  opinion  and  practice  to 
pay  small  sums  of  mcmey,  rather  than  to  ask  favors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  also,  copies  of  a  letter 
and  papers  from  the  M.  de  Castries,  on  the  claim  of  an 
individual  ^(ainst  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  for  ser- 
nces  perfbmied  on  board  the  Indian,  and  the  petition  of 
another,  on  a  like  claim,  also,  copies  of  letters  received 
firom  O'BryeD,  at  Algiers,  and  from  Mr.  Lamb.  A  let- 
ter of  the  26th  of  May,  from  Mr.  Montgomery,  at  Ali- 
cant,  infonns  me,  that  by  a  vessel  arrived  at  Carthagena, 
from  Algiers,  they  learn  the  death  of  the  Dey  of  that 
Republic,  yet,  as  we  hear  nothing  of  it  through  any 
other  channel,  it  may  be  doubted.  It  escaped  me  at 
the  time  of  my  departure  to  Aix,  to  make  arrangements 
for  sending  you  the  gazettes  regularly  by  the  packets, 
the  whole  are  now  sent,  though  a  great  part  of  them  are 
so  old  as  not  to  be  worth  perusal.  Your  fiivor  of  April 
34th,  has  been  duly  receivedi. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


raOK    JOHN    LAMB   TO    THOXAS    JErFXBSON. 

Alkant  Bar,  H>y  30,  1787. 
I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  concerning  the  cy- 
pher.   The  vessel  that  I  am  in  here  is  bound  to  America 
Vol.  Ill— 33 
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and  does  not  lake  pratique,  and  all  papers  are  so  defaced 
with  vinegar,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  the  cypher 
sound  to  hands  where  it  is  ordered,  therefore  I  must  de- 
liver the  same  to  Congress,  who  can  dispose  of  it  atthdr 
pleasure.  I  am  unhappy  it  is  so  circumstanced.  I  hope 
by  this  time  that  your  Excellency  is  fully  persuaded  d 
the  villainy  of  that  man  D'Espilly,  whom  I  have  often 
warned  you  of  before  this,  his  letters  have  been  too  free- 
ly handed  to  your  Excellency  and  to  Congress  likewise, 
fiH  the  benefit  of  our  peace  at  Algiers ;  I  most  heartily, 
hope  Congress  will  not  be  led  to  thank  a  mao,  who  was 
turned  out  of  Algiers  for  the  most  atrocious  crimes,  and 
some  say  coniined  at  present,  and  of  which  I  doubt  not  the 
truth.  If  your  Excellency  can  come  at  the  truth  frOm 
Madrid,  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  will  think  as  I  do  on 
the  subjett.  I  add  that  we  have  not  had  a  worse  enemy 
than  the  abovementioned  D'EspilJy.  How  far  he  de- 
ceived Mr.  Carmichael,  whilst  he  was  holding  him, up  to 
our  public  view,  1  cannot  pretend  to  say ;  but  Mr.  Car- 
michael was  not  deceived  in  the  man.  He  had  a  desire 
to  baffle  my  e&rts,  whilst  on  my  late  mission,  to  make 
room  for  a  more  favorable  plan.  1  can  give  your  Excel- 
lency no  news  at  present,  but  that  the  number  of  out 
wretched  people  in  Algiers  is  reduced  by  the  plaguej  un- 
happy men,  indeed.  I  have  had  a  very  disagreeable 
winter ;  but  am  something  recruited.  I  hope  to  be  at 
Congress  by  the  beginning  of  August  next.  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  that  Mr.  Barclay  missed  me,  he  writes 
me  that  he  had  authority  to  settle  my  accounts. 
I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  LAMB. 
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FHOH   JOHN   JAY   TO  THOMAS   JErPERSON. 

New  York,  September  8,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  bad  Battered  myself  that  Chevalier  Jones  would 
hare  been  prepared  to  go  in  the  French  packet,  which  is 
to  sail  the  day  after  to-morrow;  but  certain  circumstances 
make  it  necessary  for  him  to  postpone  his  departure  to 
some  future  opportunity.  It  seems  also  that  Mr.  Jarvis, 
who  had  giveu  me  notice  of  his  intention  of  taking  his 
passage  in  the  packet,  tinds  it  convenient  to  remain  here 
until  the  first  of  next  month. 

On  the  27th  July  last,  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you 
that  fiirlber  despatches  on  subjects  touched  in  your  let- 
ters would  be  transmitted,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  tlie 
reastms,  which  have  hitherto  delayed  them,  will  soon 
cease.  Your  letters  of  the  4th  May  and  31st  June  have 
since  arrived,  and  been  communicated  to  the  President 
of  Congress.  Since  their  arrival,  a  quorum  of  the  States 
has  not  been  represented,  so  that  as  yet,  they  have  not 
been  laid  before  Congress,  and  consequently  have  not 
given  occasion  to  any  acts  or  instructions.  I  read 
them  with  pleasure,  for  in  my  opinion,  they  do  honor  to 
the  writer. 

You  will  Gnd  herewith  enclosed  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  27th  July,  containing  the  instructions  you  requested 
respecting  the  medals ;  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
me  to  the  President  of  Congress,  covering  one  I  had  re- 
c^ved  from  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  respecting 
the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  a  vessel  of  that  State  at 
Tobago.  These  papers  speak  for  themselves  and  there- 
fore, do  not  require  explanation  or  comments.     Ij'he  en- 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


S60  TUOUAS  JEFFERSON— JOHN  JAY. 

closed  letter  for  Mr.  Pauly  is  from  General   Varnum  on 
that  subject. 

The  Conrention  will  probably  rise  next  week,  and 
their  proceedings  will  probably  cause,  not  only  much 
conuderation,  but  also  much  discussion,  debate  and  per- 
haps heat;  for  as  docti  indoctigue  teribima  so  docti 
indoetique,  disinterested  patriots  and  interested  politi- 
cians will  sit  in  council  and  in  judgment,  both  within  and 
without  doors.  There  is  nevertheless  a  degree  of  intel- 
ligence and  inffHination  in  the  mass  of  our  people,  which 
afiiwds  much  room  for  hope,  that  by  degraes,  our  afi&irs 
will  assume  a  more  consistent  and  pleasing  aspect.  For 
my  own  part,  I  hare  long  found  myself  in  an  awkward 
situation,  seeing  much  to  be  done  and  enabled  to  do  very 
little.  All  we  can  do  is  to  persevere,  if  good  results,  our 
labor  will  not  be  in  vain,  if  not,  we  shall  have  done  our 
duty,  and  that  refiection  is  valuable. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness, 
and  with  very  nncere  esteem  and  regard, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Report  of  John  Jay  to  Congren. 

Office  for  Foreign  A 
Octolier  IS 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
3l5t  June  lastj  from  Mr  Jederson,  respecting  the  ar- 
rest of  the  American  Consul  in  France,  the  proposed 
Post  Office  Convention,  and  the  claims  of  certain  in- 
dividuals against  South  Carolina,  Reports  : 
That  his  report  of  the  36th  September  last,  od  the 
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petition  of  Messrs.  French  and  Nephew,  at  whose  suit 
the  Consul  was  arrested,  expresses  the  opinion  of  your 
Secretary  on  the  legaUty  of  that  arrest;  and  he  still 
thiniis  that  no  Consuls  should  be  exempt  from  suits  and 
arrests  fw  their  own  proper  debts. 

But,  as  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  an  American 
Cmsul  General,  is  a  circumstance  which  must  hurt  the 
feelings  of  the  United  States,  and  in  some  degree  wound 
their  dignity,  it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  what  measures 
it  would  be  proper  to  take  on  this  occasion. 

He  thinks  it  would  be  advisable  to  pass  the  resolution 
recommended  in  the  above  mentioned  reports,  declar- 
ing that  all  American  Consuls  in  foreign  parts,  and  all 
foreign  Consols  here,  are  liable  to  arrests,  &c. 

That  your  Secretary  should,  in  an  informal  manner, 
intimate  to  the  Consul  General  in  question,  that  his  ar- 
rest and  imprisonment  have  given  Congress  much  con- 
cern, both  on  his  accoont,  and  that  of  the  United  States. 
That  they  wish  he  would  endeavor  so  to  settle  with  his 
creditors,  as  that  he  may  return  to  France  early  in  the 
spring,  without  any  risk  of  the  Uke  treatment  in  iubire. 
That,  although  his  character  and  services  will  always  in- 
duce Congress  to  regret  every  circumstance  that  may 
hurt,  either  his  feeUngs  or  his  fortune,  yet,  that  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  has  also 
strong  claims  to  their  attenlioD  and  care. 

Your  Secretary  thinks  it  is  his  duty  to  inform  Con- 
gress, that,  as  well  from  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as 
&fmi  other  ciicumstances,  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Consul,  respecting  his  creditors,  has 
not  merited  the  harsh  treatment  he  has  received  from 
theiD. 
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As  to  the  proposed  Post  Office  Convention,  your  Se- 
cretary refers  to  his  reports  of  the  21st  of  February,  and 
29th  March,  1786,  which  are  now  before  Congress. 

As  to  the  claims  of  certain  individuals  against  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  your  Secretary  thinks  that  an 
extract  from  Mr.  Jefierson's  letter  on  that  subject,  to- 
gether vritb  copies  of  the  papers  whicb  he  enclosed  rela- 
tive to  it,  should  be  transmitted  to  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  in  wder  that  such  measures  may  thereupon  be 
taken,  as  the  good  faith  of  that  Stale,  and  the  justice 
due  to  the  individuals  b  question,  may  appear  to  dic- 
tate. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 
JOHN  JAY. 


JEFFEBSON    TO    JOHN    ADAMS. 

Puis,  July  1,  1787- 
Sir, 
I  returned  about  three  weeks  ago  from  a  very  useless 
voyage;  useless,  I  mean,  as  to  the  object  which  first  sug- 
gested it,  that  of  trying  the  effect  of  the  mineral  waters 
of  Aix,  in  Provence,  on  my  hand.  1  tried  these,  because 
recommended  among  six  or  eight  others  as  equally  bene- 
ficial, and  because  they  would  place  me  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  tour  to  the  seaports  of  Marseilles,  Bourdeaux, 
Nantes  and  L'Onent,  which  I  had  long  meditated,  in 
hopes  that  a  knowledge  of  the  places  and  persons  con- 
cerned in  our  commerce,  and  the  information  to  be  got 
from  them,  might  enable  me  sometimes  to  be  useful.  I 
had  expected  to  satisfy  myself  at  Marseilles,  of  the  causes 
of  the  difierence  of  quality  between  the  rice  of  Carolina 
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sod  that  of  Piedmont,  which  is  brought  ia  quantUies  to 
Marseilles.  Not  being  able  to  do  it,  I  made  an  excursion 
of  three  weeks  into  the  rice  country  beyond  the  Alps, 
going  through  it  from  Urcelli  to  Pavia,  about  sixteen 
miles.  I  found  the  difference  to  be,  not  in  the  manage- 
ment, as  had  been  supposed  both  here  and  in  Caro- 
lina, but  iu  the  species  of  rice;  and  I  hope  to  enable  them 
in  Carolina,  to  begin  the  cultivation  of  the  Piedmont  rice, 
and  carry  it  on,  band  Id  hand,  with  iheir  own,  that  they 
may  supply  both  qualities,  which  is  absolutely  necessary 
at  this  market.  1  bad  before  endeavored  to  lead  the 
dep6t  of  rice  from  Cowes  to  HonSeur,  and  hope  to  get 
it  received  there  on  such  terms,  as  may  draw  that  branch 
ofcommerce  from  England  to  this  country.  It  is  an  ob- 
ject of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  guineas  a  year. 
While  passing  through  the  towns  of  Turin,  Milan  and 
Genoa,  I  satisfied  myself  of  the  practicability  of  introduc- 
ing our  wbale  oil  for  their  consumption,  and  suppose  it 
would  be  equally  so,  in  the  other  great  cities  of  that  coun- 
try. I  was  sorry  that  I  was  not  authorized  to  set  the 
matter  on  foot.  The  merchants  with  whom  I  chose  to 
ask  conferences,  met  me  freely,  and  communicated  fully, 
knowing  I  was  in  a  public  character.  I  could,  however, 
only  prepare  a  disposition  to  meet  our  oil  merchants.  On 
tlie  article  of  tobacco,  I  was  more  in  possession  of  my 
ground;  and  put  matters  into  a  train,  for  inducing  their 
government  to  draw  their  tobaccoes  directly  firom  the 
United  States,  and  not,  as  heretofore,  from  Great  Britain. 
I  am  now  occupied  with  the  new  ministry  here,  to  put 
the  coDcludmg  hand  to  the  new  regulations  for  our  coid- 
meice  with  this  country,  announced  in  the  letter  of  Mon- 
sieur de  Calonne,  which  I  sent  you  last  fall.     I  am  in 
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hopes,  in  addition  to  those,  to  obtain  a  suppressitm  of  the 
duties  on  tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine,  and  an  exteoncn  of 
the  privileges  iA  American  whale  oil,  to  their  JisH  oils  in 
general.  I  find  that  the  quantity  of  cod  fish  oil  brought 
to  L'Orient,  is  considerable.  This  being  got  off  hand 
(which  will  be  in  a  few  days)  the  chicaneries  and  vexa- 
tions  of  the  Farmers  on  the  article  of  tobacco,  and  their 
elusions  of  the  order  of  Berais,  called  for  the  next  atten- 
tion. I  have  reasons  to  hope  good  dispositions  m  the 
new  Ministry,  towards  our  commerce  with  this  country. 
Be^des  endeavoring,  on  all  occasions,  to  multiply  the 
points  of  contact  and  connexion  with  this  country,  which 
i  consider  as  our  surest  mainstay  under  every  event.  I 
have  had  it  much  at  heart,  to  remove  from  between  us, 
every  subject  of  misunderstanding  or  irritation.  Our 
debts  to  the  King,  to  the  officers,  and  the  Farmers, 
are  of  thb  description.  The  having  complied  with 
no  part  of  our  engagements  in  these,  draws  on  us 
a  great  deal  of  censure,  and  occasioned  a  language 
in  the  AnembUt  det  Notablet,  very  likely  to  pro- 
duce dissatis&ction  between  us.  Duows  being  on  the 
spot  in  Holland,  I  had  asked  of  him  some  time  ago,  in- 
confidence,  bis  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  transfer- 
ring these  debts  from  France  to  Holland,  and  communi- 
cated his  answer  to  Congress,  pressing  them  to  get  you 
to  go  over  to  Holland,  and  try  to  e&ct  this  business. 
Your  knowledge  of  the  ground  and  former  successes, 
occasioned  me  to  take  the  liberty  without  consulting  you, 
because  I  was  sure  you  would  not  weigh  your  personal 
trouble  against  public  good.  I  have  had  no  answer  tan 
Congress ;  but  hearing  of  your  journey  to  Holland,  bsve 
hoped  that  some  money  oper^on  had  led  you  there.    If 
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it  related  to  the  debts  of  thU  countiy,  I  would  ask  a  com- 
mimicatioii  of  vbat  you  think  yourself  at  libeity  to  com- 
nmnicate,  as  it  might  change  die  ibrm  of  my  answers  to 
the  steraal  applications  I  receive.  The  debt  to  the  offi- 
cers-of  France  cairies  ao  interest  0/  about  two  thousand 
guineas,  so  we  may  suppose  its  principal  is  between 
thirty  and  forty  thousand.  This  makes  more  noise  against 
u^,  than  all  our  other  debts  put  together. 

I  send  you  the  arrits  which  be^  the  reformation  here, 
and  seme  other  puhhcutions  respecting  America ;  togeth- 
er with  copies  of  letters  received  from  O'Bryen  asd 
I^amb.  It  is  believed  that  a  naval  annament  has  been 
ordend  at  Brest,  in  correspondence  with  that  of  Eng- 
land. We  knoif  certainly  that  oiders  are  given  to  form 
a  camp  in.  the  neighborhood  of  Brabant,  and  that  Count 
Rochambeau  has  the  comniand  of  it.  Its  amiHiiit,  I 
cannot  assert;  report  says  fifteen  thousand  men.  This 
will  derange  the  plans  of  economy:  I  take  the  liberty 
of  puttiag  under  your  cover,  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Kinloch  of 
South  Carolina,  with  a  packet,  and  mil  trouble  you  to 
inquire  ^t  her,  and  have  tbem  dehvered.  The  packet 
is  of  great  consequence,  and  therefore  referred  to  her 
care,  as  she  will  know  the  safe  opportunities  of  convey- 
ing it.  Should  you  uot  be  able  to  find  her,  and  can  for- 
ward the  packet  to  its  address  by  any  safe  conveyance, 
L  will  beg  you  to  do  it. 

I  have  the  honw  to  be,  &c. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROU  THOHAe  JSrCERSON  TO  THOUAS  BARCLAY. 

Ptns,  Auffuit  3,  17S7. 
Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
favors  of  June  the  29th,  and  July  the  6th  and  8th. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  afiair  of  Grand  and  Roland 
in  Holland,  had  better  be  committed  to  M.  Dumas,  in 
Holland,  as  lawsuits  must  always  be  attended  to  by  some 
person  on  the  spot.  For  the  same  reason,  I  think  that 
of  La  Vayse  and  Puchelbei^,  should  be  managed  by  the 
agent  at  L'Orient,  and  Gruel's  by  the  agent  at  Nantes. 
I  shall  always  be  ready  to  assist  the  agents  at  L'Orient 
and  Nantes,  in  any  way  !n  my  power ;  but  were  the  de- 
tails to  be  left  to  me,  they  would  languish  necessarily,  od 
account  of  my  distance  from  the  place,  and  perhaps 
suffer  too,  for  want  of  verbal  consultations  with  the  law- 
yers entrusted  with  them.  You  are  now  with  Congress; 
and  can  take  their  orders  on  the  subject.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, do  nothing  in  these  matters,  in  reliance  that  you 
will  put  them  in  such  channel  as  they  direct,  liimishmg 
the  necessary  documents  and  explanations. 

With  respect  to  French's  affeir,  being  perfectly  satis- 
fied myself,  I  have  not  ceased,  nor  shall  I  cease,  endea- 
voring to  satisfy  others,  tfaat  your  conduct  has  been 
that  of  an  honest  and  honorable  debtor,  and  thein  the 
counterpart  of  Shylock  in  the  play.  I  enclose  you  a 
letter,  containing  my  testimony  on  your  general  conduct, 
which  I  have  written  to  relieve  a  debt  of  justice  pressing 
on  my  nriind,  well  knowing  at  the  same  time,  you  will 
not  stand  in  need  of  it  in  America.     Your  conduct  is  too 
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well  kcoira  to  Congress,  your  character  to  all  the  world, 
to  need  any  testimooials. 

The  moment  I  close  my  despatches  for  the  packet^ 
which  will  be  the  9th  instant,  I  shall,  with  great  plea- 
sure", go  to  pay  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Barclay,  at  St. 
Germain's,  to  satisfy  her  on  the  subject  of  your  transac- 
tions, and  to  assure  her  that  my  resources  shall  be  hers^ 
as  long  as  I  have  any.  A  multitude  of  letters  to  write, 
prevents  my  entering  into  the  field  of  public  news,  fur- 
ther than  to  observe,  that  it  is  ertremely  doubtful 
whether  the  afiatts  of  Holland  will,  or  will  not  produce 
a  war  between  France,  on  one  ^e,  and  England  and 
Prus^a,  on  the  t)ther. 
'  I  beg  you  to  accept  assurances  of  the  sincere  esteem 
and  respect,  with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  bo. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FHOW   THOHAI    JirFERSON   TO   JOHN    JAT. 

Pari*,  Au|:ust  6,  1787.  ' 
Sir, 
The  last  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  yoa  was 
dated  June  Slst.  I  have  now  that  of  enclosing  you  a 
letter  from  the  Swedish  Ambassador  praymg  that  inqui- 
ry may  be  made  for  a  vessel  of  his  nation  piratically  caiv 
lied  off,  and  measures  taken  relative  to  the  vessel,  cargo 
and  crew,  also  a  letter  from  William  Russell  and  others, 
citizens  of  America,  concerned  in  trade  to  the  Island  of 
Guadaloupe,  addressed  to  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  and 
complaining  of  the  shutting  to  them  the  port  of  Point  a, 
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Petre,  and  receiving  tbem  only  at  Bass&-tenre.  Tfan 
was  enclosed  to  me  by  tbe  subscribes  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  but  the  present  is  not  the 
uoment  to  move  in  that  business,  and  moreorer,  I  sup* 
pose  that  wherever  parties  are  withb  the  rea^  of  Con- 
gress, they  should  apply  to  diem,  and  my  iastnictions 
come  through  that  channel ;  matters  ariwig  within  tbe 
kingdom  of  France,  to  which  my  commission  is  limited, 
and  not  admitting  time  to  lake  the  orders  of  Congress, 
I  suppose  I  may  move  in  or^inaUy.  I  also  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barclay,  closing  hia  proceed- 
ings in  our  a^rs  nJth  Morocco.  Before  thi»  reaclie* 
you,  he  will  have  bad  the  honor  of  presentiBg  himself  to 
you  in  pereon.  After  his  departure,  the  Pariiament  of 
Bourdeaux  decided  that  he  was  liable  to  arrest.  This 
was  done  on  a  letter  (rooa  the  Minister,  infonning  them 
that  Mr.  Barday  was  vested  with  no  character,  which 
privileged  him  from  arrest,  his  constant  character  of 
Consul  was  no  protection,  and  they  did  not  explain 
whether  his  character  to  Morocco  was  not  originally  dip- 
lomatic Of  had  expired.  Mr.  Barclay's  proceedings  under 
this  commission  being  now  enclosed,  it  would  be  incum- 
bent on  me  to  declare  with  respect  to  them,  u  well  as 
Ms  consular  transactions,  my  opinioii  of  the  judgment, 
zeal,  and  disinterestedness,  with  which  he  has  ooiihicted 
himself;  were  it  not  (bat  C«Dgress  has  b«en  so  pnesfissed 
of  those  transactions  from  time  to  time,  as  to  judgs  Hot 
themselves.  I  cannot  but  be  uneasy,  lest  mydelccy  ofeU' 
taring  on  the  sutgect  of  the  CoBsuhw  Convention  njay  be 
disapproved;  my  hope  was  and  is,  thai  mow  pcactioaU« 
tenns  might  be  obtained ;  in  this  hope,  I  do  nothiBg  tiU 
furthw  orders.    Observing  by  an  extract  from  the  jeur- 
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nals  you  were  pleased  to  send  me,  that  CoDgreas  have  re- 
ferrad  the  matter  to  your  ooasideradon,  and  conscious  that 
we  ar«  not  sufferii^  in  the  meantime,  as  we  have  not  a 
single  Consul  in  FtaQce,  since  the  departure  of  Mr,  Bar- 
clay. I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  the  revival  of  the 
hopes  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  KHibd  the  Count  de  Monlmcmn,  the  other  day, 
of  the  long  absence  of  their  Minister  from  Congress, 
he  told  me  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  would  not  be 
8entb&ck,but  that  we  might  rely  that  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, a  pMwn  would  be  seat,  with  whom  we  ^ould  be 
c<»itent;  he  did  not  name  the  perscm,  though  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  is  the  Count  de  Moustin.  It  is  an  appoiot- 
ment  wtuoh,  according  to  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of 
him,  bids  as  fair  to  give  content,  as  any  oite  which  could 
be  made. 

I  also  mentioned  in  my  last  letter,  that  I  had  prc^iosed 
the  reducing  the  substance  of  M.  de  CeJonoe's  letter,  in- 
to the  form  of  an  arHt  with  Bome  alterations,  which  eb 
eonsuItaUon  with  the  merchants  at  the  difierent  ports  1 
visited,  I  had  found  to  be  necessary.  J  received  soon  af- 
ter a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  General  informing  me, 
that  the  letter  of  Monsieui  de  Calonoe  was  in  a  course 
of  executMHi.  Of  this  I  enclose  you  a  copy.  I  was  m  thai 
DMBtent  encloeing  to  him  my  general  observations  on  that 
Utter,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed;  in  tfais,  I  statcid 
all  the  alterations  I  wished  to  have  made.  It  becamees- 
pf^ent  soon  after  to  bring  on  the  article  of  tobacco,  fint 
to  know  wbstber  the  fanuors  had  executed  the  orders  ot 
Bonis,  and  also  to  prepare  sonw  arraagmnents  to  succeed 
the  expiratioD  of  tlus  order,  so  that  I  am  now  pursuing 
the  wlu^  subject  of  our  comoteroe.     Xtt.  to  bave  oe- 
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cessaiy  amendments  made  in  M.  de  Calonne's  letter,  Sad; 
to  put  it  intQ  a  more  stable  fom:  3rd.  to  have  full  execu- 
ticHi  of  the  order  of  Bernis:  4tll.  to  provide  arrangements 
for  the  article  of  tobacco,  after  that  order  shall  be  ex- 
pired. By  the  copy  of  my  letter  wi  the  two  last  poiots, 
you  will  perceive  that  I  again  press  the  attention  of  the 
farm  of  this  article,  the  conferences  on  that  subject  giv* 
no  hope  of  efiecting  that,  some  poor  palliative  is  proba- 
bly all  we  shall  obtain.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  goes 
hand  in  hand  with  me  in  all  these  transactions,  and'is  an 
invaluable  auxiliary  to  me.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  imput- 
ed either  to  partiality  or  affectation,  my  naming  this  gen- 
tleman so  often  in  my  despatches;  were  I  not  to  do  it,  it 
woidd  be  a  suppression  of  truth,  and  as  taking  to  myself 
the  whole  merit,  where  he  has  the  greatest  share.   > 

The  Emperor,  on  his  return  to  Vienna,  discovered 
the  concessions  of  his  Governors  General  to  his  subjects 
of  Brabant,  be,  at  the  same  time,  proposed  their  sending 
deputies  to  him,  to  ctmsult  on  their  affius;  they  refused 
in  the  first  mcmieDt,  but  afterwards  nominated  deputies, 
without  giving  them  any  power,  however,  to  concede 
anything  ;  in  the  meantime  they  are  arming  and  training 
themselves,  probably  the  Emperor  will  avail  himself  of 
the  tud  of  these  deputies  to  tread  back  his  steps,  he  will 
be  the  more  prompt  to  do  this,  that  he  may  be  in  readi- 
ness to  act  freely  if  he  finds  occasion,  in  the  new  scenes 
preparing  in  Holland ;  what  these  will  be,  cannot  he 
foreseen.  You  well  know  that  the  original  party  divi- 
sions of  that  country  were  into  Stadtholderians,  Aristo^ 
crats  and  Democrats,  there  vras  a  subdivision  of  the  aris- 
tocrats, into  violent  and  moderate,  which  was  important ; 
the  violent  aristocrats  would  have  wished  to  preserve  all 
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the  powers  of  govamment  in  the  hands  of  the  regents, 
and  that  these  should  reramn  self-elective,  but  choosbg 
to  recdve  a  modification  of  these  powers  from  the  Sladt- 
holder  rather  than  from  the  people,  they  threw  them- 
selves into  bis  scale.  Tbe  moderate  aristocrats  would 
bare  consented  to  a  temperate  mixture  of  democtacy, 
and  particularly,  that  tbe  regents  should  be  elected  by 
the  people,  they  were  the  declared  enemies  of  the 
Stadtholder,  and  acted  b  conceit  with  the  Democrats, 
iwnaing  with  them,  what  were  called  the  patriots.  It  is 
tbe  opinion  of  dispassionate  people  on  the  spot,  that 
their  ^ews  might  have  been  efiected,  but  the  democratic 
party  aimed  at  more,  thay  talked  of  establishing  tribunes 
of  tbe  people,  of  annual  accounts,  of  deprinng  tbe  ma- 
gistrates at  the  vill  of  the  people,  &c.  of  enforcing  all 
this  with  the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  corps  fratwa,  and 
in  some  places,  as  at  Heusden,  Sprang,  Sec.  began  the 
execution  of  these  projects;  the  moderate  aristocrats 
found  it  difficult  to  strain  tbeir  principles  to  this  pitch,  a 
schbm  took  place  between  tbem  and  the  democrats,  and 
the  former  hare,  for  sometime,  been  dropping  off  from 
the  latter  into  tbe  scale  of  tbe  Stadtholder.  This  is  tbe 
lata!  coalition  which  governs  without  obstacle  in  Zealand 
Friesland  and  Guelderland,  which  constitutes  tbe  States 
of  Utrecht  aod  Amersfort ;  and,  with  their  aid,  the  plu- 
rality in  tbe  States  General.  The  States  of  Holland, 
Groningen  and  Overyssel,  vote,  as  yet,  in  the  oppo^tion; 
but  the  coalition  gains  ground  in  the  States  of  Holland, 
and  has  been  prevalent  in  the  Council  of  Amsterdam. 
If  its  prepress  be  not  stopped,  by  a  little  moderation  in 
the  democrats,  it  will  turn  the  scale  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  Stadtholder,  in  the  event  of  their  being  left  to  them- 
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selves,  without  fbie^  inteifereBce.  If  fumgn  powsn 
interfere,  theii  prospect  does  not  brighten.  I  see  no  sitfe 
friends  to  the  Patriots,  but  France ;  wfaiie  Prusua  and 
Enfland  are  their  assured  enemies.  Nor  is  it  probaUe 
that  cheiactars  so  greedy,  so  eDterprising,  as  the  Empe- 
ror and  Empress,  will  be  idle  during  such  a  stru|^e  ; 
their  views  have  kmg  shown  which  side  they  would  take. 
That  Franca  has  ragaged  to  interfere  and  support  the 
Patriots,  is  beyond  doubt.  Tlus  engagement  was  enter- 
ed into  during  the  life  of  the  late  King  of  Prussia,  whoec 
eye  was  principally  directed  on  the  Emptor,  aod  whose 
dispositions  towards  the  Prinee  of  Orauge  would  havf 
pennitted  him  to  be  clipped  a  little  close;  but  the  pres- 
ent King  comes  b  with  wanner  dispositions  towards  the 
Princess,  his  aster.  He  has  ^wn  decidedly  that  he  will 
support  her,  even  to  the  destruclioa  of  the  balance  of 
Europe,  and  the  disturbance  of  its  peace.  The  King  of 
England  has  equally  decided  to  support  that  House,  U 
the  risk  of  plunging  bis  nation  into  another  war.  He 
supplies  the  Prince  with  money.  At  this  moment  a  par- 
ticular remittance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tbousaud 
guintai  is  known  of,  but  his  Mimstry  is  divided.  .  Piu  is 
igainst  Ibe  King's  opinion,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
the  nst  of  the  Ministen  hr  it,  or  at  least  such  is  the  be- 
lief here.  Mr.  Adams  will  have  informed  you  more 
ceftainly.  This  division  in  the  English  Ministry,  with 
the  ill  condition  of  their  Gnooces  lor  the  war,  produce  a 
disposition,  even  in  the  King,  to  try  first  every  padfic 
measure.  And  that  country  and  this  ware  laboring  jiHnt- 
ly  lo  slop  the  course  of  hostilities  in  }IoUand,  to  endeavor 
to  effect  an  aocomntodation,  and  were  soarcely  executing 
at  all,  the  armuoestts  ordered  ui  their  ports,  wbes  all  (tf  a 
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nddeD,  an  inflanwKffy  letter,  writteQ  by  the  Prfaicess  of 
Orange  to  the  Kbg  of  Prussia,  induces  him,  without 
consulting  England,  without  consulting  even  Iris  own 
council,  to  issue  orders  by  himself,  to  his  Generab,  to 
mardi  twenty  thousaifd  men  to  rerenge  the  insult  sup- 
posed to  be  oSsied  to  bis  uster.  With  a  pride  and  ego- 
tism planted  in  the  heart  of  every  King,  he  consideni  ber 
being  stopped  in  the  road,  as  a  sufficient  cause  to  sttcn- 
fice  a  hundred  (X  two  thousand  of  his  own  subjects,  and 
as  many  of  his  enemies,  and  to  spread  fire,  sword  and 
desolation,  over  the  half  of  Europe.  This  hasty  measure 
has  embarrassed  England ;  undesiroua  of  war,  if  it  can 
be  avoided,  yetunwilling  to  separate  froin  the  power,  who 
is  to  render  its  success  probable.  Still  you  may  be  as- 
sured that  that  Court  is  going  on  in  conourrenoe  with  this, 
to  prevent  extremities  if  possible,  always  understood  that 
if  the  war  cannot  be  prevented,  they  wilhenter  into  it  as 
parties,  and  in  opposition  to  one  another.  This  event  is, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  deprecated  by  the  friends  of  France, 
^e  never  wb£  equal  to  such  a  war  by  land,  and  such  a 
one  by  sea  ;  and  less  so  now  than  in  taty  moment  of  the 
present  reign.  You  remember  that  tbd  naaon  was  in  a 
delirium  of  joy  on  the  convocation  of  the  Notables,  and 
on  the  various  refbrmaticos  agreed  on  between  them  and 
the  Government.  The  picture  of  the  distress  of  liwAt 
finuices,  was  indeed  frightful,  but  the  intentions  to  re- 
duce them  to  order  seemed  serious.  Tbo  cooslilutional 
reformations  have  gone  on  well,  but  diose  of  expenses 
make  little  progress ;  some  of  the  most  obviously  useless 
have  indeed  been  lopped  <^,  but  the  remainder  is  a  heavy 
mass,  difficult  to  be  reduced.  Despair  has  sazed  every 
mind,  and  they  have  passed  from  an  extreme  of  joy  to  one' 
Vol.  111.— 35 
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of  discontent.  '  The  Parliament,  therefore,  oppose  tfaa 
leg^tering  any  new  tax,  and  insist  on  an  assembly  of  the 
Sutes  Geaeral. 

The  object  of  this  is  to  limit  the  expenses,  and  dictate 
a  coosbtution ;  the  edict  for  the  stfcmp  Ux  bus  been  the 
subject  of  reiterated  orders  and  reliisals  to  re^er,  al 
length,  the  Kiog  has  summoned  the  Parliament  to  Ver- 
sailles, to  hold  a  bed  of  justice,  in  whicb,  be  will  order 
them  in  person  to  register  the  etUct.  At  the  moment  of 
my  writing,  they  are  gone  to  Yersailles  for  this  purpose  ; 
there  will  yet  remain  to  them  to  prbtest  agaiust  the  re- 
geter  as  forced,  and  to  issue  orders  against  its  execution, 
on  pain  of  death;  but  as  the  King  would  hare  no  peace- 
able oppo»tion  left,  it  remans  to  be  seen  whether  they 
srill  push  the  matter  to  this  extremity.  It  is  evident,  I 
think,  that  the  spirit  of  this  country  is  advancing  towards 
a  revolution  in  their  constitutioa,  there  are  not  wanting 
persons  at  the  helm,  friends  to  the  progress  of  this  spirit, 
the  provincial  assemblies  will  be  the  most  probable  in- 
strument of  effecting  it.  Smce  writing  thus  hr,  1  hare 
received  an  intimation,  that  it  will  be  agreeable  not  to 
press  our  commercial  regulations  at  this  moment,  the 
ministry  bemg  loo  much  occupied  with  the  difficulties 
surrounding  tbem,  to  spare  a  moment  oa  any  subject 
which  will  admit  of  deiay ;  our  bunness  must,  therefore, 
be  suspended  for  a  while;  to  press  it  out  of  season  would 
be  to  defeat  it,  it  would  be  felt  as  a  vital  benefit  here, 
could  we  relieve  their,  finances,  by  paying  what  we  owe. 
Congress  will  judge,  by  Mr.  Adams'  letters,  bow  far 
the  transferring  alt  our  debts  in  this  country  to  Holland, 
ia  practicable,  or  the  replenishing  their  treasury  with 
our  principal  and  iotereEt.    I  should  not  be  aflvid  to 
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ask  concessions  in  favor  of  our  West  India  trade;  it 
would  produce  a  great  change  of  opinioD  as  to  us  and 
our  adairs;  in  the  AuembUe  dei  Notables  hard  things 
were  said  of  us,  they  were  induced,  however,  in  commit- 
ting us  to  wridng,  to  smother  their  ideas  a  little.  In  thdr 
votes,  now  ffxte  to  be  jmnted,  our  deht  is  described  in 
these  words :  "  The  twenty-first  article  in  the  account 
of  receipts,  consisting  of  the  ioteiest  of  the  debt  due  to  his 
Majesty  from  the  United  States,  cannot  be  taken  into 
ccmsideration,  except  it  is  for  the  sake  of  reference, 
ahhougb  that  debt  seems  to  be  well  secured,  it  may, 
nevertheless,  be  a  great  while  before  it  can  be  collected, 
principal  as  well  as  interest ;  and  it  cannot,  consequently, 
enter  into  the  calculaticm  of  the  current  annual  receipts. 
T\mi  article  amounts  to  1,600,000  livres."  Above  all 
things  it  is  desirable  to  hush  the  foreign  officers  by  pay- 
ment; their  wants,  the  nature  of  their  services,  their 
access  to'high  characters  and  connexions  with  them, 
bespeak  the  reasons  for  this.  I  hear,  also,  that  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  means  to  make  himself  heard,  if  a  memo- 
rial, which  he  sends  by  an  agent  in  the  present  packet  is 
not  attended  to,  as  he  thinks  it  ought  to  be.  He  called 
OD  me  with  it,  and  desired  me  to  recommend  bis  case  to 
a  decision,  and  to  note  in  my  despatch,  that  it  was  the 
first  time  fae  had  spoken  to  rae  on  the  subject ;  this  is 
true,  it  being  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him ;  but  my  re- 
commendaticMis  would  be  as  misplaced  as  unnecessary. 
1  assured  him.  Congress  would  do  in  that  business  what 
justice  should  require,  and  their  means  enable  them  to. 
The  inftHinatioD  sent  me  by  Mr.  Mtm^oraery  from  AU- 
cant,  of  the  death  of  the  Dey  of  Alters,  was  not  true  ; 
I  bad  expressed  my  doubt  of  it  in  my  last,  when  1  com- 
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municated  it.  I  seqd,  herewith,  the  new^pers  to  this 
date,  and  a  renKHistruice  of  the  Parliament,  to  sbew  you 
ID  what  language  the  King  cao  be  addressed  at  this  day. 
1  have  received  no  jouroels  of  Congress  since  the  be- 
l^fling  of  November  last,  and  will  thank  you  for  them, 
if  printed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  August  7th.  The  Parliament  were  received  yes- 
terday very  harsbly  by  the  King,  he  obliged  them  to  re- 
gister the  two  edicts  lor  the  impttt  territori4d  and  tbe 
stamp  tax.  When  speaking  m  my  letterof  tbereitented 
orders  and  refusals  to  re^ster,.  which  passed  between  the 
King  and  Parliament,  I  oautted  to  insert  the  King's  an- 
swer to  a  deputation  of  Parliament  which  attended  bim 
at  Versailles.  It  may  serve  to  shew  the  spirit,  which  exists 
between  them;  it  was  in  these  words,  and  these  only : 
"A  vmt  fertd  savoir  met  intention!,  aUez  voua  m,  fu'on 
ferme  la  porte." 


nWM  BABOV  SE  STAEL  HOLSTBIN  TO  THOMAS  JKrlSEMSOK. 
Pfiria,  August  3,  1787. 

Sir, 

Allow  me  lo  have  the  honor  of  cluming  ycHir  -bind 
offices,  neir  the  United  States,  ht  a  oircumstanoe  in  w4)ich 
the  safe^  of  c(»nme«oe  b  carnpforaised. 

Mr.  Adolpk  Frederick  DaMbevg,  captain  of  tbe  Swed- 
ish galeosse  Marie  BliaxibetA,  belonga^  to  Baron  de 
Roxeiidorit,  went  lo  tea^  oo  an  expedMon  on  aooount  of 
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the  ownei  of  that  ship.  A  long  time  has  elapsed  since, 
and  not  the  least  news  has  been  received  from  that  cap> 
taia,  who  tt  seems  has  formed  the  conspincy  of  taking 
poeseEMon  of  the  vessel  and  its  cargo  and  gmng  off  to  re- 
iQOte  sees,  according  to  the  informatioas  which  hare  been 
procuied,  and  of  the  declanUicws  furnished  to  the  admi- 
ralty. 

The  chamber  of  cotnmerce  of  Stockholm  having  strong 
reasons  to  presume  that  Captain  Dahlbei^;  bas  gone  to 
some  port  in  the  United  States,  has  appUed  to  me  for 
the  purpose  of  (Ataioing  means  ia  order  to  take  p 
of  bis  person. 

I  bare  the  ^mor  to  annex  hereto,  the  description  of 
the  tud  captain  and  also  of  the  galeasse,  such  as  tb^ 
btve  been  transmitted  to  me.  1  hope,  sir,  that  you  will 
find  in  tbe  safety  c^  commsrce  and  of  navigation,  motives 
sufficiently  strong,  to  send  these  papers  to  tbe  United 
States,  and  to  9upp(Ht  the  daim  of  tbe  chamber  of  com- 
merce, which  requires  that  orders  should  be  given  that 
captun  Dahlbeig  and  bis  ttcocnnplices  should  be  arrested, 
in  whatever  port  of  the  United  States  they  may  be  found 
and  at  whatever  tune  tbey  may  be  discovered,  and  that 
kxa  thence  they  ^lonld  be  sent  as  jmscners  on  board  the 
aud  ship,  to  the  Govemor  of  die  Island  of  St.  Barthok>- 
Ricw,  .bekmgmg  to  his  Majesty,  tbe  King  (^Sweden. 

I  diall  wut  your  answer  and  will  communicate  it  to 
tlie  chamber  of  ounmeroe  of  Stockholm.  1  take  riiis 
oppcartiHHiy  to  o^  you  tbe  BssDiancaof  tbe  perfect  con- 
sideration, with  wfaioh 

1  bare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
BARON  DE  STAEL  HOL^T£IN. 
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Detcription  of  tht  Captain. 

Capttuu  Adolph  Fredeiick  Dahlbe^,  was  born  in  the 

city  of  Ca]inar  in  Sweden ;  he  is  of  a  middling  stature, 

rather  small  than  lai^e,  bb  person  sboit  and  thick;  he  hu 

black  eyes,  dark  complexion  and  black  hair. 

Deteription  of  the  Swedish  ship  or  gakatte  Jihrie 
ISizabeth. 

The  ship  is  built  of  oak  aad  pine,  twenty  two  lasts,  or 
about  forty  four  English  tons  burthen,  built  and  rigged  as 
a  galeasse  or  hocre  galeasse.  When  she  left  Calraar  she 
had  streaks  painted  black  all  around  the  ship ;  there  was  a 
small  ^ure  of  a  woman  painted  on  the  stem,  and  under 
that  figure  was  written  the  name  of  the  ship,  Marie 
JEliziAeth  ;•  and  there  was  a  break  which  contracted  a  lit- 
He  the  dimension  of  the  hold. 

The  owner  of  the  ship  b  Baron  de  Roxendorfi. 


To  the  Miretchal  de  Cattries,  Minitler  and  Seeretary 
of  State  for  the  Deparimmt  of  the  JVauy. 
The  owners  aad  captains  of  several  ships  belon^ng  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  allies  of  his  most  Chrb> 
tian  Majesty,  and  actually  mooted  in  the  road  of  Point  a 
Petre,  humbly  petition,  saying  that  there  has  been  com- 
municated  to  them  a  decree  of  the  King,  ordering  that 
the  port  of  Point  a  Petre  should  be  shut  to  them,  and 
that  the  road  of  Basseterre  is  exclusively  open  to  receive 
th^n. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


DIPLOHATIC  COBBEBPONDBNCK.  ITT? 

The  patidoners  take  the  liberty  to  represeiit,  in  the 
most  htunble  manner,  to  your  Elxcetlency,  that  such  a  re- 
volution in  the  American  commerce  of  these  parts,  will 
be  a  fatal  one  to  the  continent,  as  well  as  to  the  colony 
of  Ouadaloupe,  and  that  the  Ameiicaoa  will  be  obliged 
to  compare  it  to  almost  a  total  prohibition. 

Being  entirely  convinced  of  the  ardent  desire  of  your 
Excellency,  to  encourage  the  commerce  of  the  colonies, 
confided  to  your  Ministry,  and  being  assured  of  the  be- 
nevolence which  characteiizes  your  actions ;  the  peti- 
tioners (in  hopes  of  obtaining  their  request)  take  the 
liberty  of  addresang  themselves  to  you,  in  order  that 
you  should  place  before  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the 
inconveoiences,  without  numbers,  which  the  execution  of 
his  order  will  occasion.  The  dangers  to  which  their  ships 
will  be  exposed  in  the  road  of  Basseterre  during  the  hur- 
ricane months — a  contintial  swell  of  the  sea — unavoidable 
delays  in  the  expeditions — their  bcfats  dashed  to  pieces 
on  tbeir  debarking,  as  well  as  embariting — a  great  many 
expenses  to  wbi^  their  commercial  operations  will  be 
subjected  by  the  situation  of  that  road,  and  which  tbe 
little  value  of  tbeir  cargoes  will  be  unable  to  pay.  All 
this  is  only  a  feeble  sketch  of  their  situation.  As  the 
sale  of  their  cargoes  cannot  be  as  advantageous  at  Basse- 
tore,  as  it  is  at  Point  a  Petre,  a.  lesser  number  of  ships 
mil  go  there,  and  their  return  cargoes,  consisting  in  rum 
and  syrup,  which  are  more  abundant  at  the  Grandeterre 
and  its  neigbboihood,  tbe  petitioners  would  have  the  great 
advantage  of  traBsporting,  in  one  day,  and  in  their  own 
boats,  the  necessary  articles  for  those  cargoes ;  instead  of 
this  they  will  be. compelled  to  freight  vessels,  for  the 
transportation  of  their  cargoes  to  Basseterre.     By  this 
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expensire  mBDner  of  loading,  their  profits  are- ooinidera- 
Uj  diminisbed,  and  they  see  themselves  subjected  s^lu 
a  certain  loss,  by  the  leakage  of  the  rum  and  syrup, 
during  their  transportation  (o  Basseterre. 

The  stuation  of  Point  a  Petre  ofiers  than  great  ad- 
vantagee ;  the  navigation  of  the  Salt  river,  the  beautiful 
surrounding  sea,  the  facility  with  which  they  transport 
their  goods  amongst  the  planters,  and  the  exactness  of 
the  payments.  The  inhabiunts,  by  that  means,  receive 
the  necessary  articles  at  a  lower  price.  Should  they  be 
compelled  to  go  to  Basseterre  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
ebasing  them,  and  at, the  same  time  be  compelled  to 
transport  there,  dieir  produce  in  payment,  their  rum  and 
symp  will  be  lessened  in  value,  and  the  goods  pnTofaased 
will  increase  in  price  for  the  planter,  whilst,  at  the  same 
lime,  the  freight  and  other  expenses  of  transportation,  will 
enhance  the  price  of  the  produce  to  the  petitioners.  . 

They  address  themselves  to  the  humanity  and  to  the 
benevolence  of  your  Excellency,  entreating  you  to  repre- 
sent, to  his  Majesty,  the  grievous  and  embarrassing  situa- 
tion in  which  they  find  themselves.  The  interest  of  the 
planters  beii^  intunately  connected  with  theint,  they  faope 
that  his  Majesty  will,  on  your  representation,  deJiver 
them  from  that  unfortunate  position ;  that  be  will  conde- 
scend to  annul  his  decree,  and  that  he  will  order  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  of  America,  shall  be  car* 
ried,  as  heretofore,  with  the  port  of  Point  a  Petre  only. 
The  peritioners  flatter  themselves  that  you  will  receive, 
favorably  Ibeu-  supplicati(His. 

Tour  mediation,  in  a  cause  so  especially  connected 
with  the  industry  and  prosperity  of  the  petitioner*,  at 
well  as  that  of  the  colony  of  Guadaloupe,  will  mak« 
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ihem  forever  grateful,  and  their  prayers  for  the  prosperity 
(^  your  Highness,  shall  be  addressed  to  Heaven  with 
fervor.  It  is  the  only  proof  they  cao  give  of  the  respect, 
and  of  the  reneratioQ  they  have  for  you. 

Pomt  a  Petre,  Island  of  Guadeloupe,  May  3,  1787. 
(Signed)  Joseph  Sevein,  Daniel  Wookey,  James 
Jones,  Nath).  Saunders,  Win.  Wyles, 
Ntch.  Stilwell,  Isaac  Tubbs,  John  Mar- 
shall, Thomas  Webb,  Jona.  Mason,  Jno. 
Peahody,  Paul  Vast,  Peter  Le  Breton, 
Forten  Moore,  Wm.  Russel,  Nath.  Wit- 
more,  Phosnix  Frazier,  Joseph  Wells, 
Benj.  Shillaber,  Rich.  Tappan. 


ritOH    THOMAS  BABCLAT    TO    JOHN    ADAMS    AND    THOMAS 
JETFEBSON. 

L'Orient,  Julj  13,  1787. 
Gentlemen, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  you  two  books,  of 
eighty-two  pages,  containing  all  my  accounts  respectmg 
my  missioD  to  Morocco ;  by  which,  you  will  see  that  the 
amount  of  the  ezpeoses  attending  the  negotiauoD,  includ- 
ing the  presents,  and  all  the  travelling  charges  of  Mr. 
Franks  and  myself,  amount  to  95,n9liv.  lOiab,  which 
sum  I  shall  place  to  the  debit  of  the  United  States. 
I^e  particulars  of  the  purchases  made,  and  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  all  the  presents,  together  with  an  account 
of  the  articles  remaimng  on  hand,  make  a  part  of  these 
acctNints ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  any  thing  whatever  is 
left  unexpltuned,  when  I  have  told  you  that  my  reasons 
for  leaving  the  lawns  and  cambrics  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Champion,  of  this  place,  for  sale,  was,  because  the  Far- 
Voi«  111.— 36 
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meis  General  would  not  permit  me  to  cairy  them  out  of 
the  town  by  land.  Mr.  ChampicKi  died,  suddenly,  in 
April  last,  and  at  preseDt  nothiog  is  done  or  can  be  done 
in  his  afiairs,  which  are  all  sealed  up  by  the  judges,  and 
are  likely  to  remain  so  some  time.  I  afaall  direct  the  ac- 
count of  the  goods  to  be  lodged  in  the  bands  of  Mr. 
Loreilhe  here,  in  order  that  he  may  claim  them. 

I  annex  an  account  of  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Adams, 
amoun^g  to  £4645  staling,  £100  of  which,  in  favor 
of  Hi  Grand,  he  writes  to  me,  was  never  sent  forward 
for  acceptance ;  in  wbicb  case,  I  have  promised  to 
account  with  bim  for  it,  and  then  the  amount  will  be 
£4545  sterling,  wbicb,  Bupposbg  the  exchange  to  be  on 
an  average  2iUv,  the  pound  sterlmg,  clear  of  negotiating  * 
fees  in  Paris,  the  sum  will  be,  in  livres;  109,080,  so  that, 
upon  this  account  I  shidl  renutin  indebted  to  the  United 
States  (until  I  make  a  settlement  with  them,  and  until  I 
know  what  I  am  to  charge  ibr  my  voyage)  13,901/t«. 
IQsoU.  I  have  also  some  suspicion,  that  1  must  have 
drawn  a  bill  not  included  in  this  account,  but  I  am  not 
certain,  ag  most  of  my  papers  are  at  St.  Germain's. 
Mr.  Adams  will  be  so  kind  as  to  procure  from  tbs 
banker,  who  paid  the  drafts,  an  account  of  the  patticiH 
larS]  and  transmit  it  to  me,  under  cover  to  Mr.  Jay,  at 
New  York,  assuring  himself,  that  a  final  setdement  shall 
be  made,  to  the  entire  satis&ction  of  Congress,  and  tbat 
of  you,  gentlemen. 

The  necessity  I  am  under,  of  hastening  out  to  Ameri- 
ca, should  not  have  prevented  my  waiting  on  Mr.  Adama 
in  London,  for  his  commands,  had  not  Mr.  JeStison 
given  me  a  full  dispensation  on  that  head,  and,  there- 
fore, I  know  Mr.  Adams  will  e^oMise  me. 

Before  I  take  leave,  permit  me  to  thank  you  both  Uu 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


DIPLOMATIC  COBREBPONDBNCE.  S83 

the  many  marks  of  esteem  and  attention,  with  wbicb  you 
have  honored  me,  and  to  request  most  earnestly  a  con- 
tinuance of  that  regard,  which  1  sincerely  assure  you  is 
very  precious  to,  gentlemen, 

Your  most,  &tc. 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

P.  S.  The  precise  exchange  of  the  bills  cannot  be  ad' 
justed,  until  1  receive  M.  Grand's  accounts. 

Favor.  From. 

178S  Sept.  OT  No.    1  H.  Grmd 
"        "     28     ■'     a  M.  Darcel 
3  M.  Grand 


Oct. 

Nov. 


1786  Jan.  15 
"  16 
"  Feb.  24 
"  April  15 
«  May  26 
'f  June  13 
«  Aug.  11 
"     Dec.    3 

nST  Feb.  10 


do. 
6        do. 

6  do. 

7  do. 

8  do. 

9  M.  Darcel 

10  do. 

11  M.  Gimd 

12  do. 

13  do. 


U 


do. 


120') 

100 

100 

200 

100 

100 

100 

200 

200 

200 

100 

200 


200 

lOOBayonne. 
250  Madrid. 


April  3 


do. 
Druilhet  &  Co. 
Lynch  &  Bellew  300  Cadiz. 
Mrs.  Barclay       100  Mogadoie. 
Lynch  &c  Bellew  750  Daralbeyda. 
Druilhet  fit  Co.  400  Madrid. 
Francis  Picquerez  150  Alicant. 
Wm.  Fred.  Ast    60     do. 
Mrs.  Barclay    '100     do. 
Lynch  &  Bellew  325  Barcelona. 

£4,645  Sterling. 
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rBOH   THOMAS  JEFFEBSON    TO    GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 
Pwu,  August  14,  irST. 

Sir, 

1  was  happy  to  find,  by  ihe  letter  of  August  1st,  1786, 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me,  that  the 
modem  dress  for  your  statue,  would  meet  your  approba- 
tion. I  found  it  strongly  the  sentiment  of  West,  Copely, 
Trumbull  and  Brown,  in  London ;  after  which,  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  add,  that  it  was  my  own.  I  think  a 
modem  in  an  antique  dress,  as  just  an  object  of  ridicule, 
as  a  Hercules  or  Marius  with  a  periwig  and  chapeaubras. 

I  remember,  having  written  to  you,  while  Congress 
sat  at  Annapolis,  on  the  water  communication  between 
ours  and  the  western  country,  and  to  have  mentioned, 
particularly,  the  information  I  had  received  of  the  plain 
face  of  the  country  between  the  sources  of  Big  Beaver 
and  Cayohoga,  which  made  me  hope  that  a  canal,  of  no 
great  expense,  n^ht  unite  the  navigation  of  Lake  Erie 
and  the  Ohio.  You  must  ^nce  bare  bad  occasion  of 
getting  better  information  on  this  subject,  and  if  you 
have,  you  will  oblige  me  by  a  communication  of  it.  I 
consider  this  canal,  if  practicable,  as  a  very  important 
work. 

I  remain  in  hopes  of  great  and  good  efiects,  from  the 
decision  of  the  assembly  over  which  you  are  presiding. 
To  make  our  States  one,  as  to  all  foreign  concerns,  pre- 
serve  them  several  as  to  all  merely  domestic,  to  give  to 
the  federal  head  some  peaceable  mode  of  enforcing  its 
just  authority,  to  organize  that  head  into  legislative, 
executive  and  judkiiary  departments,  a  great  desiderata 
in  our  federal  constitution.     Yet,  with  all  its  defects,  and 
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with  all  those  of  our  particular  governments,  the  incon- 
vetueoces  resulting  from  them,  are  so  light,  in  comparison 
with  those  existing  in  every  other  gOTemment  on  earth, 
that  our  citizens  maj  certiunly  be  considered,  as  in  the 
happiest  political  situation  which  exists. 

The  Attemblee  dea  Notables  has  been  productive  of 
much  good  in  this  country.  The  reformation  of  some 
of  the  most  oppressive  laws  has  taken  place.  The  allot- 
ment of  the  State  into  subordinate  governments,  the  ad- 
ministration of  which  is  committed  to  persons  chosen  by 
the  people,  will  work,  in  time,  a  very  beneficial  change 
in  their  constitution.  The  expense  of  the  trappmgs  of 
monarchy,  too,  is  lightening.  Many  of  the  useless  offi- 
cers, high  and  low,  of  the  King,  Queen  and  Princes,  axe 
struck  off.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  discovery  of 
the  abominable  abuses  of  the  pubUc  money,  by  the  late 
Comptroller  General,  some  new  expences  of  the  Court, 
not  of  a  piece  with  the  projects  of  reformaticMi,  and  the 
imposition  of  new  taxes,  have,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  raised  a  spirit  of  discontent  in  this  nation,  so 
great  and  so  general,  as  to  threaten  serious  consequences 
The  parliaments  in  general,  and  particularly  that  of 
Paris,  put  themselves  at  the  head  of  this  effervescence, 
and  direct  its  object  to  the  callmg  the  States  General, 
who  have  not  been  assembled  since  1614.  The  object 
is  to  fix  a  constitution,  and  to  limit  expenses.  The  King 
has  been  obliged  to  hold  a  bed  of  justice,  to  enfwce  the 
registering  the  new  taxes ;  the  Parliament,  on  their  side, 
propose  to  issue  a  prohibition  against  their  executi(m. 
Very  probably  this  may  bring  on  their  exile.  The  mild 
and  patriotic  character  of  the  new  Ministry,  is  the  prin- 
cipal dependance  agunst  tbb  extremity. 
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The  tuni  which  the  a&iis  of  Europe  will  take,  is  nol 
jret  deoded. 

•        *••*»*«* 

A  war,  wherein  Frsoce,  Hollaad  and  England  should 
be  parties,  seems  prima  facie,  to  promiie  much  advan- 
tage to  us.  But,  in  the  first  place,  no  war  can  be  safe 
for  us,  wbicb  threatens  France  with  an  un&rotable  issue. 
And,  in  the  next,  it  will  probably  embark  ua  agam  into 
the  ocean  of  speculation,  engage  us  to  over-trade  our- 
selves, convert  us  into  sea-rovers,  under  French  and 
Dutch  oolois,  divert  us  irom  agriculture,  which  is  our 
msest  pursuit,  because  it  will,  in  the  end,  contribute 
most  to  real  wealth,  good  morals,  and  happmess.  The 
wealth  acquirad  by  speculation  and  plunder,  is  iiigaoious 
in  its  nature,  and  fills  society  irith  the  spirit  of  gamblings 
The  moderate  and  sure  iooome  of  husbandry,  begets 
permaneDt  UDfwovaneot,  quiet  life,  and  orderly  conduct, 
botb  public  and  private.  We  have  no  occasion  for  more 
commerce  than  to  take  off  our  supeifiuous  produce,  and 
the  people  complun  that  some  restrictions  preveitt  this ; 
yet,  the  price  of  articles  with  us,  in  general,  shews  the 
conlraiy.  Tobacco,  indeed,  is  low,  not  because  we  can- 
not carry  it  where  we  please,  but  because  we  make 
more  than  the  coosumption  requires.  Upon  tbe  whole, 
I  tlunk  peace  advantageous  to  us,  necessary  for  Ekuope, 
and  dearable  for  humanity.  A  &w  days  will  decide, 
probably,  whether  all  these  ecnsiderations  are  to  give 
way  to  the  bad  passions  of  Kings,  and  those  who  would 
be  Kings.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  Au^t  15th.  The  Parliament  a  exiled  w 
Troyes,  this  morning.  T.  J. 
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TBOM    THOMAS   JErFKRSON    TO  JOHN    JAT. 

Ftn,  Anput  15,  I787. 

Sir, 

An  American  gentleman  leaving  Patis  this  afternoon, 
to  go  by  the  way  of  L'Orient  to  Boston,  furnishes  me 
the  rare  occasion  of  a  ctxiTeyance,  other  than  the  packet, 
sure  and  quick.  My  letter  by  the  packet  informed  you 
of  the  bed  of  justice,  for  enregiscering  the  stamp  tax  and 
land  Ux.  The  FarliameDt,  on  their  return,  came  to  an 
arrettit  (a  resolution)  which,  besides  protesting  agdnst 
the  enregisteriog,  as  done  by  Ibrce,  laid  the  foundation 
for  an  arrit  de  defence  (an  act)  against  the  execution  of 
the  two  new  laws.  The  question  on  the  final  arrit  was 
adjourned  to  the  day  before  yesterday.  It  is  believed 
that  they  did  not  conclude  on  this  arrit,  as  it  has  not  ap< 
peared.  However,  there  was  a  concourse  of  about  ten 
thousand  people  at  the  Parliament  house,  who,  on  th^r 
adjournment,  received  them  with  acclamations  of  joy, 
loosened  the  hors«s  of  the  most  eminent  speakers  against 
the  tax,  Irom  their  carriages,  and  drew  them  home.  This 
morning  the  Parliament  is  exiled  at  Troyes.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  proceed  principally  from  the  fear  of  a  popular 
commotion  here. 

The  officer  charged  by  ibis  Court,  to  watch  the  f^lish 
squadrcMi,  wluch  was  under  suling  orders,  returned  about  a 
week  ago,  mth  information  that  it  had  sailed,  having 
shaped  its  course  westwardly.  This  is  another  step  to- 
wards war.  It  is  the  more  suspicious,  as  their  AGnister 
here  denies  the  fact.  Count  Adhemar  is  here  frcwn  Lon- 
don, by  leave  from  his  Court.  The  Duke  of  Dorset, 
the  British  Ambassador  here,  has  lately  gone  to  London, 
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OD  leave.  Neither  of  these  Ambassadors  has  the  confi' 
dence  of  his  Court,  on  the  point  of  abilibes.  The  latter 
merits  it  for  his  honesty.  The  Minister  of  the  British 
Court,  resident  here,  remains,  but  Mr.  Eden,  their  Am- 
bassador to  Spain,  under  pretence  of  taking  this  in  his 
route,  kin  truth  their ^/octotum  m the  present  emei^ency. 
Nothing  worth  noting  has  occurred  ^nce  my  last,  either 
in  the  .Dutch  or  Austrian  Netherlands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8ic. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


t   JOHN   3AY   TO    TBOKAS   JErFERSOM. 


Dear  Sir, 

Since  the  8th  ult.  when  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  hare 
been  &rored  with  youi  letters  of  the  6th  and  15th  Au- 
gust last,  which  together  with  the  papers  mentioned  in 
the  first  of  them,  were  immediately  laid  before  Con- 
gress. 

Although  the  opinion-  of  the  most  judicious  and  well 
inibrmed  seems  to  be  that  France  and  Britain  will  avoid 
war,  and  unite  their  councils  and  their  effi>rts  to  preserve 
peace,  yet  as  great  events  are  often  produced  by  latent 
and  little  circumstances,  especi^y  between  Courts  who 
distrust  each  other,  I  should  not  be  surprised,  if  notwith- 
standing thoii  wishes  to  the  contrary,  something  shcwld 
happen  to  frustrate  their  pacific  designs. 

You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  two  letters  fiwm 
me  dated  the  27th,  concerning  the  Ccmsular  Convention, 
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with  a  commission  to  you  to  form  one ;  and  also  a  ceiti- 
6ed  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  33rd  July,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Morocco  treaty  and  papers.  The 
want  of  a  safe  and  private  conveyance  has,  until  now, 
delayed  the  transmission  of  these  letters  and  this  act.  I 
also  enclose  the  (bllowiog  papers,  viz : 

1.  A  cer^fied  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  28th 
September,  respecting  duties  on  goods  imported  by  fo- 
reign Consuls. 

2.  A  certified  copy  of  an  act  (^  Sod  October  instant, 
iDstructing  you  not  to  promote  any  negotiation  for  trans- 
ferrtng  the  debt  due  to  France  from  the  United  States. 

3.  A  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  1 1th  October  iost,  ap- 
proving the  manner  in  which  the  prize  money  due  to  the 
crews  of  the  Bon  HomiDe  Kchard  and  Alliance  has  been 
quotaed  by  France,  and  directing  the  Board  of  IVeasury 
to  ^tribute  it  accordingly. 

4.  A  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  12th  October  instant, 
reappointing  you  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
'VersaiUes,  together  with  a  coiumissioD  and  letter  of  cre- 
dence, and  a  copy  of  the  letter  for  your  information. 

5.  A  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  12lh  October  instant, 
constimting  the  residue  of  the  money,  appropriated  the 
14(h  February,  1785,  for  treaties  with  Morocco,  &c.,  a 
fiind  for  redeeming  the  American  captives  at  Algiers, 
and  a  duplicUe  of  the  act  of  18th  July  instructing  you  to 
redeem  them. 

6.  A  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  the  16th  October 
instant  directing  you  to  have  a  medal  struck  in  honor  of 
Chevalier  Jones,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  his  most  Chris- 
dan  Majesty  of  the  same  date,  on  the  same  subject. 
Congress  wen  pleased  to  order  that  he  should  be  the 
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bearer  of  this  letter,  but  I  nevertheless  think  it  proper 
that  you  should  have  a  copy  of  it. 

7.  Copy  of  a  letter  of  the  SMth  ult.,which  I  this  day 
received  from  the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  requesting 
me  to  transmit  to  you,  the  papers  which  accompanied  it, 
and  which  I  now  transmit  accoFdingly. 

8.  A  copy  of  the  fedeia]  government,  proposed  by 
the  late  Convention. 

9.  The  requisition  of  Congress,  passed  the  11th  in- 
stBBt,  and  their  printed  journals,  from  the  10th  May  to 
35th  September  last,  which,  with  those  heretofore  sent, 
will  complete  your  set,  from  the  6th  November,  1786. 
I  also  send  the  newspapers  from  8th  September  to  this 
day. 

As  to  the  claims  of  certain  indinduals  against  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  I  have,  by  order  of  Congress, 
sent  an  extract  from  your  letter  on  that  subject,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  papers  relative  to  it,  to  the  Governor 
of  that  State,  in  order  that  they  may,  thereupon,  take 
such  measures  as  the  good  &ith  of  the  State,  and  the 
justice  due  to  the  individuals  in  question,  may  appear  to 
dictate. 

The  number  of  States  represented  in  Congress, 
almost  daily  diminishes,  and  I  must  fear,  wiU  soon  be  so 
reduced,  as  not  to  leave  them  in  capacity  fo  despatch 
any  buoness  requiring  nine. 

Congress  has  been  pleased  to  comply  mth  the  request 
of  Hr.  Adams,  to  return,  and  I  enclose  a  copy  of  their 
act,  on  that  bead. 

As  yet,  I  am  not  authorized  to  say  any  thing  relative  to 
the  proposed  Post  Office  Convention.  A  report  on  that 
subject  has  Iain  many  months  befere  Coi^fsss,  and  stiD 
remains  undetuded. 
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What  will  be  the  fate  of  the  new  ConstltutioD,  as  it  is 
called,  cannot  easily  be  conjectured.  At  present  the 
majority  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  it,  but  there  will  probably 
be  a  strong  opposition  in  some  of  the  States,  particularly 
in  this  and  Penosylvania. 

1  hare  the  honor  of  being,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


raOK  JOHN   JAT   TO   THOIUS  JEFFEBSOK. 

»  Tertiga  Affiin 
October  24,  1787. ) 

Sir, 

The  despatches  alluded  to  in  my  late  letters,  tc^ether 
with  Others  of  some  importance,  aie  ready,  and  were  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed  to  you  by  this  packed  but  the 
gentleman  to  whose  care  they  were  committed,  declining 
to  go  in  ber,  they  must  pass  to  yon  by  some  other  route. 
An  opinion  prev^,  that  hostilities  have  probably  com- 
menced between  France  and  Britain,  and  such  b  its 
impression,  that  some  gentlemen  who  proposed  to  sail  in 
the  French  packet,  think  it  most  adviseable  to  take  pas- 
sage in  an  American  vessel.  For  my  own  part,  I  think 
their  apprehensions  are  premature ;  for,  as  yet,  1  am 
not  informed  of  any  events,  from  which  I  can  mfer  a 
probability  that  war  has  taken  place. 

A  new  commission,  to  expire  at  the  expiration  of  your 
present  one,  has  been  ordered,  and  is  ready.  You  will 
receive  it  with  the  above  mention^  despatches. 

With  sentiments  ol  ffeat  and  sincere  esteem  and  re- 
gard, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM   THOUIS   JEFFERSON   TO   JOHH   ADAHS. 

p«ri»,  August  30,  vrsr- 
Sir, 
Since  your  favor  of  July  10th,  mine  have  been  of  Ju- 
ly the  17th,  23rd,  and  28th.  The  last  enclosed  a  bill  of 
exchange  from  M.  Grand,  on  Tessier,  for  £46  17s. 
lOd.  sterling,  to  answer  General  Sullivan's  bill  for  that 
sum.  I  hope  it  got  safe  to  hand,  though  I  have  been 
anxious  about  it,  as  it  went  by  post,  and  my  letters  through 
that  channel  sometimes  miscarry. 
'  From  the  separation  of  the  Notables  to  the  present 
moment,  has  been,  perhaps,  the  most  interesting  interval 
ever  known  in  this  country.  The  propositions  of  the 
government,  approved  by  the  Notables,  were  precious  to 
the  nauon,  and  have  been  in  an  honest  course  of  execu- 
tion, some  of  them  being  carried  Into  efiect,  and  others 
preparing.  Above  all,  the  establishment  of  Provincial 
Assemblies,  some  of  which  have  begun  their  sessions, 
bids  lair  to  be  the  instrument  for  circumscribing  the  power 
of  the  crown,  and  raising  the  people  into  consideration. 
ITie  election  given  to  them  is  what  will  do  this.  Though 
the  AKnister  who  proposed  these  imjnovements,  seems  to 
have  meant  them  as  the  price  of  new  supplies,  the  game 
has  been  so  played,  as  to  secure  the  improvements  to  the 
nation,  without  securing  the  price.  The  Notables  spoke 
softly  on  the  subject  of  the  additional  supplies.  But  the 
Parliament  took  them  up  roundly,  reiiised  to  register  the 
edicts  for  the  new  taxes,  till  compelled  in  a  bed  of  jus- 
tice, and  suffered  themselves,  to  be  tnmsferxed  toTroyes, 
rather  than  withdraw  their  opposition.  It  is  urged  prin- 
cipally against  the  King,  that  his  revenue  is  one  hundred 
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and  thiny  milliona  more  than  that  of  bis  predecessor  was, 
and  yet  he  demands  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  fur- 
ther. You  will  see  this  well  explained  in  the  "coti- 
/erence  entre  un  Mininire  d'etat  ei  un  omeiUer  au  Par- 
lemetU,"  which  1  send  yon,  nith  some  small  pamphlets. 
Id  the  meanUme,  all  tongues  in  Paris,  (and  in  France  as 
it  is  said)  have  been  let  loose,  and  never  was  a  licence  of 
speaking  against  the  government,  exercised  in  London 
more  freely  or  more  universally.  Caricatures,  placards, 
bom  mots,  have  been  indulged  in  by  all  ranks  of  people, 
and  I  know  of  no  well  attested  instance  of  a  single  pun- 
ishment. For  some  time,  mobs  of  ten,  twenty,  and  thir- 
ty thousand  people  collected  d^Iy,  surrounded  the  par- 
liament house,  huzzaed  the  members,  even  entered  the 
doors  and  examined  into  their  conduct,  took  the  horses 
out  of  the  carriages  of  those  who  did  well  and  drew  them 
h<nne.  The  government  thought  it  prudent  to  prevent 
these,  drew  some  regiments  into  the  neighborhood,  mul- 
tiplied the  guards,  had  the  streets  constantly  patrolled  by 
strong  parties,  suspended  privileged  places,  forbade  all 
clubs,  inc.  The  strong  mobs  have  ceased ;  perhaps  this 
may  be  partly  owmg  to  the  absence  of  Parliament 
The  Count  d'Artois,  sent  to  hold  a  bed  of  justice  in  the 
Ctmr  des  Aides,  was  hissed  and  hooted  without  reserve 
by  the  populace ;  the  carriage  of  Madame  de  (1  fo^et 
the  name)  in  the  Queen's  livery,  was  stopped  by  the 
populace,  under  a  belief  that  it  was  Madame  de  Poligoac, 
whom  they  would  have  insulted ;  the  Queen,  going  to 
the  theatre  at  Versailles  with  Madame  de  Polignac, 
was  received  with  a  general  hiss.  The  King,  long  in  the 
habit  of  drowning  liis  cares  in  wine,  plunges  deeper  and 
deeper.     The  Queen  cries,  biit  sins  on.     The   Count 
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d'Attaa  is  detested,  and  Mcmsieur  the  general  &TDtite. 
The  Archbishop  of  Thoulouse  is  made  JliSfiMtre  priaei- 
fal,  a  virtuous,  patriotic  and  able  cbarscter.  The  Mar 
reschal  of  Castries  retired  yesterday,  notwithstanding 
strong  solicitadcNis  to  remain  in  office.  The  Mareschai 
de  Segur  retired  at  the  same  time,  prompted  to  it  by  the 
Court.  Their  successOTs  are  not  yet  known.  Monsieur 
de  Si.  Priest  goes  Ambassador  to  Holland,  in  the  room 
of  Verac,  transferred  to  Switeerland  and  the  Count  de 
Mouatier  goes  to  America,  io  the  room  of  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne,  who  has  a  promise  of  the  first  vacancy. 
These  nominations  are  not  yet  made  formally,  but  they 
are  decided  on,  and  the  parties  are  ordered  to  prepare 
for  their  destination. 

As  it  has  been  long  unce  I  have  had  a  confidential 
ctHiveyance  to  you,  I  have  iHtiught  together  the  priwM- 
pal  &cts,  from  the  adjournment  of  the  NotabUt,  to  the 
present  moment,  which,  as  you  will  perceive  fi^im  their 
nature,  required  a  c<Hifideotial  conveyance.  I  have  done 
it  the  rather,  because,  though  you  will  have  heard  many 
of  them,  and  aeon  them  in  the  public  papers,  yet,  float- 
ing  in  the  mass  of  lies,  which  constitute  the  atmosphere 
of  Ijondon  and  Paris,  you  may  not  have  been  sure  of 
their  truth  ;  and  I  have  mentioned  every  truth  of  any 
consequence,  to  enable  you  to  stamp  as  false,  the  facts 
pretermitted.  I  think,  that  in  the  course  of  three  months, 
the  royal  authority  has  lost,  and  the  rights  of  the  natiCH) 
gained,  as  much  ground  by  a  revolution  of  pubUc  opinion 
only,  as  England  gained  in  all  her  civil  wars  under  the 
Stuarts.  I  rather  beUeve,  too,  they  will  retain  the 
^tound  gained,  because  it  is  defended  by  the  young  and 
middle  aged,  in  opposiUon  to  the  tAA  only.    The  first 
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party  increases,  and  the  latter  diminishes  daily,  froni  the 
course  of  nature.  You  may  suppose,  that  in  this  situa- 
tion, war  would  be  unwelcome  to  France.  She  will 
surely  avoid  it,  if  not  forced  into  it  by  the  Courts  of 
London  and  Berlin.  If  forced,  it  is  probable  she  will 
change  the  system  of  Europe  totally,  by  an  alliance 
with  the  two  Empires,  to  whom  nothing  would  be  more 
desirable.  In  the  event  of  such  a  coalition,  not  only 
Prussia,  but  the  whole  European  world,  must  receive 
from  them  their  laws.  But  France  will,  probably, 
endeavw  to  preserve  the  present  system,  if  it  can  he 
dobe,  by  sacrificing  to  a  certain  degree,  the  preten- 
sions of  the  patriotic  party  in  Holland.  But  of  all 
these  matters,  you  can  judge,  in  your  position,  where 
less  secrecy  is  observed,  better  than  I  can. 

1  have  news  from  America,  as  late  as  July  the  19th. 
Nothing  had  transpired  from  the  Federal  Convention.  I 
am  sorry  they  began  their  deliberatiora  by  so  abominable 
a  precedent,  as  that  of  tying  up  the  tongues  of  their 
member.  Nothing  can  justify  this  esample,  but  the 
inooceoce  of  their  intentions,  and  ignorance  of  the  value 
of  public  discusaicHis.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  all  their 
other  measures  will  be  good  and  wise.  It  is  really  an 
assembly  of  demigods.  General  Wa^bgtoii  was  of 
opinion  that  they  should  not  separate  till  October. 
I  have  the  honcn  to  be,  itc, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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rROM  THOIUS    JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN    JAV. 

Puis,  September  19,  17S7. 
Sir, 
My  last  letters  to  yoa  were  of  the  6th  and  15tli  of 
August ;  since  which,  I  hare  been  honored  with  yours 
of  July  the  34th,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  mine  of 
the  14th  and  33rd  of  February.  I  am  aoxious  to  hear 
you  have  received  that  also  of  May  the  4th,  written  from 
Marseilles.  According  to  the  desires  of  Congress,  ex- 
pressed in  their  vote  confirming  the  appointments  of 
Francisco  Guiseppe  and  Girolamo  Chiappi,  their  agents 
in  Morocco,  I  have  written  letters  to  these  gentlemen, 
to  begin  a  correspondence  mth  them.  To  the  first,  I 
have  enclosed  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  •mth  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco,  and  shall  send  it  either  by  our  agent 
at  Marseilles,  who  is  now  here,  or  by  the  Count  d'Aran- 
da,  who  sets  out  for  Madrid  in  a  few  days,  having  relin- 
quished  his  embassy  here.  I  shall  proceed  on  the  re- 
demp^on  of  our  captives  at  A^ers,  as  soon  as  the  C«n- 
missioners  of  the  Treasury  shall  enable  me,  by  placing 
the  money  necessary  under  my  orders.  The  prisoners 
redeemed  by  the  religious  order  of  Mathurios,  cost  about 
four  hundred  dollars  each ;  and  the  General  of  the  order 
told  me,  that  they  had  never  been  able  to  redeem  fo- 
reigners on  so  good  terms  as  their  own  countrymen.  Sup- 
posing that  their  redemption,  clothing,  feeding  and  trans- 
portation, should  amount  to  five  hundred  dollars  each, 
there  must  be,  at  least,  a  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  set 
apart  for  this  purpose.  Till  this  is  done,  I  shall  take  no 
other  step  than  the  preparatory  one,  of  destroying,  at 
Algiers,  all  idea  of  our  intending  to  redeem  the  prisoners. 
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This,  t)16  Genenral  of  the  Mathuthts  told  me,  was  india- 
pensttblf  necessary,  and  that  h  must  not,  on  an^  accbunt, 
cranspire,  that  the  puUic  WooM  interest  themselrea  for 
their  redemption.  This  was  rendered  the  more  necess^ 
ly,  by  the  declaration  of  the  Dey  to  the  Spaais^  Consutj 
diat  he  should  hold  him'  Tesponsible,  at  the  SpanisH 
ptice,  for  our  prison^s,  evm  for  meh  as  ^houM  di^* 
Tliree  of  them  hare  died  of  the  plague.  By  authoriz- 
ing me  to  redeem ,  at  the  prices  vsuaUy  pdd  by  the  Euro^ 
pean  nations,  Congress,  I  suppose,  conld  not  mean  the 
Spanish  price,  which  is  not  only  unustid,  but  unpieoe^ 
dented,  and  woald  make  our  vessels  the  first  olject  of 
those  pirates.  I  shall  pay  no  attention,  therefore,  to  ^e 
Spanbh  prices,  ui^ess  Hirther  instructed.  Hard  asit  may 
ae'era,  I  should  think  h  necessary  not  to  let  it  be  kaown, 
event  to  the  relatives  of  the  captives,  that  we  mean  to 
redeem  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yoa  a  paper  from  the  Ad- 
miralty of  Guadalonpe,  sent  to  me  as  a  matter  of  Sorat, 
and  to  be  lodged,  I  suppose,  with  our  maime  reoords.  I 
enclose,  also,  a  copy  of  a  letter  fiom  the  CoMit  de  Flori- 
da Blanea  to  Mr.  Caimichae)^  by  wtnek  you  will  pei> 
ceive  they  have  lefeired  the  setttefflent  of  the  claim  of 
South  Carolina,  for  the  use  of  tfaoir  frigate,  to  M.  Gar- 
doqui,  and  to  the  Delegates  of  Sooth  Carolina  la  Con- 
gress. 

I  had  Ae  honor  to  inAum  you,  in  my  last  letter,  of  the 
I^rhameBt'fi  being  transferred  to  Troyes.  To  put  an 
end  to  the  tumults  in  Pans,  some  regiments  were  tmmght 
nearer,  the  patroles  were  strengthened  and  multiplied, 
some  mutineers  punished  by  imprisoiiment ;  it  produced 
tbe  desired  e^ct.  It  is  confidently  believed,  however, 
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that  the  parliament  will  be  immediately  recalled,  the 
stamp  tax  and  land  tax  repealed,  and  other  means  de> 
vised  of  accommodating  theit  receipts  and  expenditures. 
Those  supposed  to  be  in  contemplation,  are  a  vigoroui 
levy  of  the  old  tax  of  the  deux  viTigliemet,  on  the  rich, 
who  had,  in  a  great  measure,  withdrawn  their  property 
from  it,  as  well  as  on  the  poor,  on  whom  il  had  principally 
fallen.  This  will  greatly  increase  the  receipts;  while 
they  are  proceeding,  on  the  other  hand,  to  reform  their 
expenses  far  be/ond  what  they  had  promised.  It  is  said 
these  reformations  will  amount  to  eighty  millions.  Cii^ 
cumstances  render  these  measives  more  and  more  ]H«s9- 
ing. 

I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  letter,  that  the  officer 
charged  by  the  Ministry  to  watch  the  motion  of  the 
British  squadron,  had  returned,  with  information,  that  it 
had  sailed  westwardly.  The  fact  was  not  true.  He 
had  formed  his  conclusion  too  hastily,  and  thus  led  the 
Ministry  into  error.  The  King  of  Prussia,  urged  on  by 
^England,  has  pressed  more  and  more  the  a&irs  of  Hol- 
land, and  lately,  has  given  to  the  States  General  of  Hol- 
land, four  days  only  to  comply  with  this  demand.  This 
measure  would,  of  itself,  have  rendered  it  impossible  for 
France  to  proceed  longer  in  the  line  of  accommodation 
mth  Prussia.  In  the  same  moment,  an  event  takes 
place,  which  seems  to  render  all  attempts  at  accommoda* 
tioo  idle.  The  Turks  have  declared  war  against  the 
Russians,  and,  that  nnder  circumstances  which  exclude 
all  prospect  of  preventmg  its  taking  place.  The  King 
of  Prussia  having  deserted  his  ancient  friends,  there  re- 
mun  only  France  and  Turkey,  periiaps  Spain  also,  to 
oppose  the  two  Empires,  Prussia  and   England.     By 
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such  a  piece  of  Quixotism,  France  might  plunge  herself 
into  ruin  with  the  l^irks  and  Dutch,  but  would  save 
neither.  But  there  is  certainly  a  confederacy  secretly 
in  contemplation,  of  which  the  public  have  not  yet  the 
smallest  suspicion  ;  that  ia,  between  France  and  the  two 
Empires.  I  think  it  sure  that  Russia  ■  has  desired  this, 
and  that  the  Emperor,  after  some  hesitation,  has  acceded. 
It  rests  oa  this  country  to  close.  Her  indignation  against 
the  King  of  Prussia  will  be  some  spur.  She  will  there- 
by save  her  party  in  Holland,  and  only  abandon  the 
Turks  to  that  fate  she  cannot  ward  off,  and  which  their 
f»ecipitation  has  brought  on  themselves,  by  the  instiga- 
tions of  the  British  Ambassador  at  the  Porte,  and  agamst 
the  remonstrances  of  the  French  Ambassador.  Perhaps 
this  fonnidable  combination,  should  it  take  place,  may 
prevent  the  war  of  the  western  powers,  as  it  would  seem 
that  neither  England  nor  Prussia  would  carry  their  false 
calculations  so  far,  as,  with  the  aid  of  the  Turks  only,  to 
oppose  themselves  to  such  a  force.  In  that  case,  the 
patriots  of  Holland  would  be  peaceably  established  in  the 
powers  of  their  got'enment,  and  the  war  go  on  against 
the  Turks  only,  who  would,  probably,  be  driven  from 
Europe.  This  new  arrangement  would  be  a  total  change 
in  the  European  system,  and  a  favorable  one  for  our 
friends.  The  probability  of  a  general  war,  in  which  thb' 
country  would  be  engaged  on  one  side,  and  England  on 
the  other,  has  appeared  to  me  sufficient  to  justify  my 
writing  to  our  agents  in  the  diflerent  ports  of  France,  to 
put  our  merchants  on  their  guard,  against  risking  their 
property  in  French  or  Eng^h  bottoms.  The  Emperor, 
instead  of  treading  back  his  steps  in  Btabant,  as  was 
expected,  has  pursued  the  less  honorable  plan  of  decoy- 
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iflg  his  sutfjects  thenoe  by  false  pretemtes,  to  Let  tbsu- 
s^res  be  inves^d  by  his  troops,  and  this  done,  be  ifio- 
tates  to  them  his  own  terms.  Yet  it  is  not  certain  the 
niatter  will  end  with  that. 

r^hfi  Count  de  Houstiee  is  noBiinpt^  Ministec  Pleni- 
potentiary ip  Ameiica,  an^  a  fiigate  is  ordened  to  Cher- 
bourg to  carry  him  over.  He  will  endeavor  to  sail  by 
the  middle  ofnex^  month ;  but  '4  any  delay  should  make 
him  p^t  over  the  whole  of  Oclji^ier,  he  will  defer  his 
y0j)[age  to  the  spcbgi,  being  unwilling  to  undertake  a  win- 
ter passage.  Monsieur  de  St.  Frie^t  is  sent.  Ambassadtf 
,  to  Holland,  io  the  room  of  Bf^ngieor  de  VemC)  appoijated 
tfi  Swilzprland.  The  Qh^vali^  d*  h^liHwnM  night,  I  be- 
Ueve,  have  g<Mie  to  HoU^d,  bi)t  be  prefened  a  general 
promise  of  promotion,  afid  the  pos&biUty  that  it  miglM; 
be  to  the  Coi^,  of  Londpn,  Ifo  pro^p^ts  ve  very  &ir^ 
His  brother,  the  Count  de  Ift  Luzerne,  (aa^  Gorenior  ia. 
the  West  Indies)  is  appointed  Afinisiar  of  the  Marine,  in 
the  pl^ce  of  Afqn^eur  De  CastfieS)  who  has  resigned. 
Xhe  Arcbbiahpp  of  T^oulouseis  appcajiteKl  JtSsitfre 
prinapal,  and  his  brother,  Monsieur  dp  Bneane,  Miffis- 
of  Waf,  in  the  place  of  Monsieur  de  Segur>.  The  de- 
partmep^  of  the  ComptroU^r  l^os  had  a  very  rqpid  saqtm^ 
qiOD  of  tenants,  Front  Mwsieur  4?  Caloan^  it  ptis^r 
ed  (0  Monsieur  de  Forqiieux,  from  hffa  to  Villedeuil,  wd 
from  hip)  to  Lambert,  who  holds  it  at  present,  but  divided 
with  a  A^siei^r  C^h^rnis,  (whom  I  believe  you  know  a 
Spain,)  whq  i^  naoif^  IHfect^r  du  ireaor  royal,  ^i^l& 
o^pe  into  which  M.  Necker  cwifi  at  firsf.  |  had  the 
hqnor  to  inlbifin  you,  that  beliuv  the  depailure  ^f  the 
Count  de  la  Uraerne  to  l)ip  Government  in  the  West  Indies, 
I  had  press(sd  OQ  hiui  th^  p^t^nage  of  q^r  trade  with  tb^ 
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French  Islands ;  that  he  appeared  well  disposed,  and  as- 
sured me  he  would  Iftyor  as  at  much  as  his  instnic^ns, 
and  die  laws  of  the  colonies  would  permit.  I  am  in 
hopes  these  dispositions  will  be  strengthened  by  his  reu- 
dence  in  the  Islands,  utd  that  hb  acquaintance  amca:^  the 
pei^le  there,  will  be  an  additional  motive  to  iavot  them. 
Probably  they  will  take  advanta^  of  his  appointment,  ta 
prass  indulgsnce  in  oommercq  with  us.  The  Ministry  is 
of  a  liberal  compiexion,  and  wall  disposed  to  us.  The 
vnt  may  add  to  the  motives  for  opening  theii  lalaods  to 
Othef  ifsouices  Ibr  their  subsistence,  and  lor  doing  vhat 
may  be  agreeable  to  us.  It  seems  to  me,  at  present, 
tben,  Uiat  the  nioment  of  the  arrival  of  the  Count  de  la 
Lvzeme,  will  be  the  moment  for  tiying  to  obtain  a  fiieer 
aocesB  to  their  Islands.  It  iivould  be  very  material  to  do 
tim,  if  possible,  in  a  permaqoit  way ;  that  is  to  say,  by 
Ueaty;  bu(  I  know  of  nothing  we  have  to  oflbr  m 
eqwvalQQt.  Perhapa  the  pasrment  of  otir  debt  to  tfaeu 
might  be  tpade  uso  of  as  somq  ioducemeDt,  while  tbey 
are  so  dislr^sed  ibr  money.  Yet  tho  borrowing  Uie 
inoqey  in  Holland,  will  be  rendered  ntore  difficult  by  the 
aune  event,  in  prsprnticm  as  it  will  increase  tbo  deniaod' 
li»  tKoney  by  oth?r  pow^n. 

The  ffiXfiUm  of  Loyden  and  Franee  to  this  data  ai« 
Qoolosed,  togotbee  with  nomn  pmopfalMs.  on  tbe  intflnul 
aAiia  of  tbift  oouatry. 

I  bam  Ifae  hooor  to  ba,  Ie«. 

TH:  JEFFfiaSON. 
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FROV  THOMAa  ISFVEBSOH  TO  JOHN  JAX. 

Paiu,  Septembor  33,  1787> 

Sir, 
The  letters  of  which  the  enclosed  are  copies,  are  this 
moment  received,  and  as  there  is  a  possihility,  that  thef 
majr  reach  Havre  before  the  packet  sails,  I  have  the 
honor  of  enclosing  them  to  you.  They  contain  a  pro- 
mise of  reducing  the  duties  on  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine, 
and  that  the  government  will  interest  itself  with  the  dty 
of  Rouen  to  reduce  the  local  duty  on  pot-ash.  By  this 
you  will  perceive,  that  we  are  getting  on  a  litde  in  this 
bii^ess;  though  under  the  present  embarfassments  it  is 
difficult  to  procure  the  attenuon  of  the  Ministers  to  it. 
The  Pailiament  has  enregistered  the  edict  for  a  rigorous 
levy  of  the  deux  vingtiemei.  As  this  was  proposed  to 
the  King  in  lieu  of  the  impost  territorial,  there  is  no 
doubt  now,  that  the  latter  with  the  stamp  tax  will  be  im- 
met^tely  repealed.  There  can  he  no  better  proof  of 
the  revolution  in  the  public  opinion,  as  to  the  powers  of 
the  monarch,  and  of  the  force  too  of  that  opinion.  Six 
weelcs  ago,  we  saw  the  King  displaying  the  plenitude  of 
his  onuiipotence,  as  hitherto  c<xiceived,  to  enforce  tJiese 
two  acts.  At  this  day  he  is  forced  to  retract  them,  by 
public  V(Mce ;  for  as  to  ^e  opposition  of  the  Parliament ,' 
that  body  is  too  little  esteemed  to  produce  the  efiect  in 
any  case,  where  the  public  do  not  throw  themselves  into 
the  same  scale. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &tc. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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raOH    TH0HA3  lETFEBSOM   TO  JOBN  JAT. 

Pwu,  September  S3.  1787. 
Sir, 
When  I  had  the  hooor  of  addressmg  you  this  moroing, 
intelligeDce  was  handing  about,  which  I  did  not  think 
well  enough  authenticated  to  communicate  it  to  you. 
As  it  is  now  ascerttuned,  I  avail  myself  of  the  chance 
that  another  post  may  yet  reach  Havre  before  the  depar- 
ture of  the  packet.  This  will  depend  oa  the  winds, 
which  have  for  some  days  been  un&vorahle.  I  must  pre- 
mise that  this  Court,  about  ten  days  ago,  declared  by 
their  Charge  d'ASaires  in  Holland,  that  if  the  Prussian 
troops  continued  to  menace  Holland  with  an  invanoo, 
his  Majesty  was  determined  is  quality  of  an  ally,  to  suc- 
cor that  province.  Anoj^ofletterfromtbeHagueofthe 
18th  instant,  assures  that  the  Prussian  army  entered  the 
territory  of  Holland  on  the  15th,  that  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  had  submitted,  some  after  firing  a  gun  or  two, 
others  without  resistance,  that  the  Rhingrave  de  Selm 
had  evacuated  Utrecht  with  a  part  of  the  troops  under 
bis  command,  ieamg  behind  him  one  hundred  and  forty 
four  pieces  of  cannon  with  great  warlike  stores,  that  the 
standard  of  Orange  was  hoisted  every  where,  that  no 
other  cockade  could  be  worn  at  the  Hague ;  that  the 
Slates  General  were  to  assemble  that  night,  for  rnnstatmg 
the  Stadtholder  in  all  his  rights.  The  letter  concludes 
"we  have  this  moment  intelligence  that  Woerden  has  ca- 
pitulated ;  so  that  Amsterdam  remains  without  defence." 
So  &r  the  letter ;  we  knew  othemise  that  Monsieur  de 
St.  Priest,  who  had  set  out  on  his  Embassy  to  the  Hague, 
has  stopped  at  Antwerp,  not  choosbg  to  proceed  further 
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till  new  orders.  This  Court  has  been  completely  de 
celved,  first,  by  its  own  great  desire  to  avoid  a  war,  and 
secondly  by  dslculatiag  that  the  King  of  Pnisfda  would 
have  acted  on  piinciples  of  common  sense,  which  would 
surely  have  dictated,  that  a  power  lying  between  the  jftws 
at  RusMB  and  Ausiria,  should  not  separste  itsdf  from 
Franoe,  unices,  indeed  he  had  assuraacas  of  disposi&xni 
IB  tbooe  two  powers^  which  are  not  supposed  to  exist.  Oft 
U»  ccMitmry,  I  am  persuaded  that  they  ask  the  alliance 
of  Fiance,  wbota  we  suppose  to  be  uitdw  faesitalioBs  btn 
tween  her  reluctance  to  abandon  ths  Tuples,  faer  jealousy 
of  iocrea^g  by  their  spoils  the  power  of  the  two  Ebh 
pires,  and  her  inability  to  oppose  them.  If  they  oaimot 
obtain  ber  alliB&ee,  they  will  study  join  tbemsdves  to 
England  and  Pnis«a. 

Official  advices  are  rec^ved,  that  tbe  first  dinnoa 
of  tbe  Russian  army  has  passed  the  Bw^Hiienes  into  tbi 
Polish  Ukraine,  and  is  msrohiiig  towards  tbe  frontien  of 
Turkey.  Thus  we  may  consider  the  Sames  of  war  as 
ttOtnpletely  kindled,  in  two  distinct  parts  ol  this  quul^ 
of  tbe  globe,  and  that,  though  France  and  En^and  has 
not  yet  engaged  theraselvies  k  it,  Ibe  probabilities  are 
that  they  will  doit. 

I  hftve  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

TH:  J£FFERfiON. 


rBOM  TaOHAE  JBirSKSOH  TO  JOUR  UX. 

ntk,  Sepietihet  3i,  ITBf. 
Sir, 
Tbe  times  are  ndw  so  (UilicU^  that  etwy  day  brfngk 
someiUng  new  and  lin|>oitant,.not  loKwni  the  day  bdbre. 
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Observing  tbe  wind  still  unfavoiable,  I  am  in  hopes  the 
packet  may  not  sail  to-morrow,  and  that  this  letter  may 
be  at  Havre  io  time  for  that  conveyance.  Mr.  Eden  haa 
waited  on  Count  de  Montmorin  to  inform  him,  officially, 
that  Ekigland  must  consider  its  Convention  with  France, 
relative  to  the  ^ving  notice  of  its  naval  armaments,  as  at 
an  end,  and  that  they  are  arming  generally.  This  is 
considered  here  as  a  declaration  of  war.  The  Dutch 
Ambassador  vAd  me  yesterday,  that  he  supposed  the 
Prussian  troops  [Hwbabiy  in  possession  of  the  Hague.  I 
asked  him  if  it  would  interrupt  the  course  of  busiaess, 
commercial  or  banking,  in  Amsterdam ;  and  particularly, 
whether  our  dep6t  of  money  there  was  safe.  He  said 
the  people  of  Amsterdam  would  be  surely  so  wise  as  to 
submit,  when  they  should  see  that  they  could  not  oppose 
the  Stadtholder ;  therefore,  he  supposed  our  depict  safe, 
and  that  there  would  be  no  intemiption  of  business.  It 
is  the  hour  of  the  departure  of  the  post ;  so  I  have  only 
dme  to  add  assurances  of  the  respect  and  esteem  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Uc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


rSOH  THOMAS    JEFFEHSON  TO    JOHIf    ADAKS. 

Puis.  September  2$,  17ST. 
Sir, 
I  received  your  favor  by  Mr.  Cutting,  and  thank  you 
MBcerely  for  the  copy  of  your  book.     The  departure  of 
a  packet  boat,  which  always  ^ves  me  fall  employment 
for  some  time  before,  has  only  permitted  me  to  look  into 
it  a  little.     I  judge  of  it  from  the  first  volume,  which  I 
Vol.  Ill— 39 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


300  THOMAS  JBFFEB80N— JOHN  JAT. 

thought  Jbrmad  lo  do  a  great  dea]  of  good.  The  fint 
principle  of  a  good  goveinment,  is  certaJDly  a  distribu- 
tioD  of  its  powers  into  executive,  judiciary  aud  leg^ 
lative,  and  a  subdivisioo  of  the  latter,  into  two  or  three 
branches.  It  is  a  good  step  gaioed,  when  it  b  proved 
that  the  English  constitution,  acknowledged  to  be  better 
than  all  which  have  preceded  it,  is  only  better,  iu  pro- 
porti6n  as  it  has  approached  nearer,  to  this  distribution  of 
powers.  From  this,  the  last  step  is  easy,  to  shew,  by  a 
comparison  of  our  constitutions  with  that  of  England, 
how  much  more  perfect  they  are.  The  article  of  con- 
federations, is  certainly  worthy  of  your  pen.  It  would 
form  a  most  interesting  addiuon,  to  shew,  what  has  been 
the  nature  of  the  confederations,  which  have  existed 
hitherto,  what  were  their  excellencies,  and  what  their 
defects.  A  comparison  of  ours  with  them,  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  ours,  and  would  increase  the  venera- 
tion of  our  countrymen  forthem.  Itis  a  misfortune  that 
they  do  not  sufficiently  know  the  value  of  their  constitu- 
tions, and  how  much  happier  they  are  rendered  by  them 
than  any  other  people  on  earth,  by  the  governments 
under  which  they  live. 

You  know  all  that  has  happened  in  the  United  Ne- 
therlands. You  know,  also,  that  our  fiiends  Van  Stap- 
horsts,  will  be  the  most  likely  to  become  objects  of  seve- 
rity, if  any  severities  should  he  exercised.  Is  the  money 
in  their  hands  entirely  safe  ?  If  it  is  not,  I  am  sure  you 
have  already  thought  of  it.  Are  we  to  suppose  the 
game  abeady  up,  and  that  the  Stadtholder  is  to  be  re-es- 
tablished, perhaps  erected  ioto  a  Monarch,  without  the 
country  lifting  a  finger  in  opposition  to  it  ?  If  so,  it  is  a 
lesson  the  more  for  us.     In  fact,  what  a  crowd  of  lessons 
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do  the  present  miseries  of  Holland  teach  us  ?  Never  to 
hare  an  hereditary  officer  of  any  sort ;  never  to  let  a 
citizen  ally  himself  with  Kings ;  never  to  call  in  foreign 
nations  to  settle  dcunestic  differences;  never  to  suppose 
that  any  nation  will  expose  itself  to  a  war  for  us,  &c. 
SUll,  I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  a  good  rod  is  in  soak 
for  Pnissia,  and  that  England  will  feel  the  end  of  it.  It 
is  known  to  some,  that  Russia  made  propositions  to  tha 
Emperor  and  France,  for  acting  in  concert;  that  the 
Emperot  consents,  and  has  disposed  four  camps,  of  ono 
hundred  thousand  men,  from  the  limits  of  Turkey  to 
those  of  Prussia.  This  Court  hesitates,  or  rather  its 
Premier  hesitates,  for  the  Queen,  Montmorin  and  Bie- 
teuil  are  for  the  measare.  Should  it  take  place,  all  may 
yet  come' to  rights,  except  for  the  Turks,  who  roust  re- 
tire from  Europe,  and  this  they  must  do,  were  France 
quixotic  enough  to  support  tbem.  We,  I  hope,  shall 
be  left  free  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advantages  of  neu- 
trality ;  and  yet,  much  I  fear,  the  English,  or  rather  their 
stupid  King,  will  force  us  out  of  it.  For  thus  I  reason, 
by  forcmg  us  into  the  war  against  them,  they  will  be  en- 
gaged in  an  expensive  land  war,  as  well  as  a  sea  war. 
Common  sense  dictates,  therefore,  that  they  should  let 
us  remain  neutral,  ergo  they  will  not  let  us  remiun  neu- 
tral. I  never  yet  found  any  other  general  rule  for  fore- 
telling what  they  will  do,  but  that  of  examining  what 
they  ought  not  to  do.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  my 
best  respects  to  Mrs.  Adams,  and  sentiments  of  perfect 
esteem  and  regard  to  yoursdf,  lie. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROH   THOUAS    JEFFEBSON    TO    C.    W.    F.    DUHIS. 
Pvu,  October  4,  1767. 

Sir, 
I  received  your  favor  of  the  23rd  of  SepusmlMa-,  two 
days  ago.  That  of  the  28lh  and  29th  was  put  in  my 
hands  this  morning.  I  immediately  waited  on  the  Am- 
bassadors, ordinary  aad  extraordinary  of  the  United  Ne- 
theflands,  and  also  on  the  Envoy  of  Prussia,  and  aaked 
theu'  good  offices  to  have  an  efficacious  protection  ex- 
tended to  your  person,  your  iamUy,  and  your  exacts,  ob- 
serving that  the  United  States  knew  no  party;  but  are 
the  friends  and  allies  of  the  United  Netherlands  as  a  na- 
tion, and  wiHjld  expect,  from  their  fnendship,  that  the 
person  who  is  charged  with  their  affairs,  until  the  arrival 
of  a  Minister,  should  be  covered  from  all  insult  and  in- 
jury which  imght  be  offered  him  by  a  lawless  mob,  well 
assured  that  their  Miuisler  residing  with  Congress  would, 
on  all  occasions,  receive  the  same.  Tbey  have  been  so 
good  as  to  proDuse,  each,  that  he  will,  m  his  first  des- 
patches, press  the  matter  on  the  proper  power,  and  give 
me  reason  to  hope,  that  it  will  be  efficacious  for  your  safe- 
ty. I  will  titausmit  your  letter  to  Mr.  Jay,  by  tbo  Count 
de  Moustier,  who  sets  out  within  a  week,  for  New  Yoriiy 
as  Minister  Plempoteutiary  for  France,  in  that  country, 
I  sincerely  sympathize  on  your  sufferings,  and  hop^  thai 
what  I  have  done  may  eSect  an  end  to  tliem. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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PBOH   THOMAS  JEFFEaaON   TO  JOHN   JAY. 

Pttia,  October  8,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  wriUng  you  cai  the  19tb  of  Sep- 
tember, twice  on  the  32ad,  and  again  <»i  the  84t)).  The 
two  first  went  by  the  packet,  the  3rd  by  a  vessel  bound  to 
Philadelphia.  I  have  not  yet  learned  by  what  occasion 
the  last  went.  In  these  several  letters,  I  communicated 
to  you  the  occunencea  of  Europe,  as  far  aa  they  were 
known.  Notwithstanding  the  advantages  which  the  Em- 
peror seemed  to  have  gained  over  his  subjects  of  Bra- 
bant, by  the^  military  arrangements  be  had  been  permit- 
ted to  make  under  false  pretexts,  he  has  not  obtained  his 
ends.  He  certainly  wished  to  enforce  his  new  regula* 
tions ;  but  he  wished  more  to  be  cleared  of  all  domestic 
difficulties,  that  be  might  be  free  to  act  ui  the  great 
scenes,  which  ere  preparing  for  the  theatre  of  Europe. 
He  seems,  therefore,  to  have  instructed  his  Governor 
General  of  the  Netherlands  to  insist  on  compliance,  as 
iar  as  could  be  insisted,  without  prodacing  re^tance  by 
arms;  but  at  the  same  time,  to  have  furnished  him  with  s 
sufficiently  complete  recantation,  to  prevent  the  effects 
of  ioBuirection.  The  Governor  [sessed;  the  people  were 
firm;  a  small  act  of  force  was  then  attempted,  which  pro- 
duoed  a  decided  resistance,  in  which  the  people  killed 
several  of  the  military:  the  last  resource  was  then  used, 
winch  was  tbe  act  of  rectMation;  this  produced  imme- 
diate maquillity,  and  every  thing  there  b  now  finally 
settled  by  the  Emperor's  reimquiibnent  of  bis  plans. 

My  letter  of  the  eveniDg  of  September  the  SSod,  in- 
fonned  you  that  the  Prtttuao  troops  had  entered  Holland, 
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and  that  of  the  24th,  that  England  had  announced  to  this 
Court  tha[  she  was  arming  gener^ly.  These  two  events 
being  simultaneous,  proved  that  the  two  Sovereigns  acted 
in  concert.  Immediately  after,  the  Court  of  London  an- 
nounced to  the  other  Courts  of  Europe,  that  If  France 
entered  Holland  with  an  armed  force,  she  would  consider  it 
as  an  act  of  hostility,  and  declare  war  against  her ;  send- 
ing Mr.  Girenville  here,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  what 
she  called  a  coaciliatory  proposition.  This  proposition 
was  received  as  a  new  insult,  Mr.  Grenville  very  coolly 
treated,  and  he  has  now  gone  back.  It  is  said  he  has 
carried  the  ultimatum  of  France;  what  it  is,  particu-' 
larly,  has  not  transpired ;  it  is  only  supposed,  ia  general, 
to  be  very  firm. 

You  will  see  in  one  of  tbe  Leyden  gazettes,  one  of 
^e  letters  vrritten  by  the  Ministers  of  England  to  the 
Courts  of  ibeir  respective  residence,  communicating  the 
declaration  before  mentioned.  In  the  meantime  Holland 
has  been  sooner  reduced  by  the  Ptusfdan  troops,  than 
could  have  been  expected.  The  abandonment  of  Utrecht 
by  the  Rhingrave  de  Salm,  seems  to  have  thrown  tbe 
people  under  a  general  panic,  during  which  every  place 
submitted  except  Amsterdam,  that  had  opened  con- 
ferences with  the  Duke  of  Brunswick ;  but  as  late  as  the 
32nd  instant  no  capitulauon  was  yet  concluded.  The 
King  of  Prussia  on  his  'first  move  demanded  categorical* 
ly  of  the  King  of  Poland,  what  part  he  intended  to  act 
in  the  event  of  war;  the  latter  answered,  he  should  act 
as  events  should  dictate;  and  is  in  consequence  of  this 
species  of  menace  from  Prussia  arming  himself.  He 
can  brug  into  the  field  about  seventy  thousand  good  ca- 
vaky.     In  tbe  meantime,  though  nothing  transpires  pub- 
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licly  of  the  confedeTation  between  FiuiOe,  aad  the  two 
empirea  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  September  19th,  it  is 
not  the  less  sure  that  it  is  on  the  carpet,  and  will  take 
place.  To  the  circumstances  before  mentioned  may  be 
added,  as  further  indications  of  war,  the  Danaing  as  Gene- 
rallisdmo  of  their  Marine  on  the  Atlantic,  Monsieur  de 
St.  Suffirein;  on  the  Meditemmean,  Monsieur  Albert  de 
Rioms,  the  recallmg  Monsieur  de  St.  Priest,  then-  Am- 
bassador, from  Antwerp,  before  he  had  reached  the  Hague, 
and  the  activity  in  their  armaments,  by  sea.  On  the  other 
band,  the  little  movement  by  land,  would  make  one  sup- 
pose tbey  expected  to  put  the  King  of  Prussia  into  other 
hands.  They  too,  like  the  Emperor,  are  arranging  mat- 
ters at  home.  The  rigorous  duty  of  the  deuce  ving- 
iiemet  is  enre^tered,  ^e  stamp  act  and  impost  territorial 
are  revoked,  the  Parliament  recalled,  the  nation  soothed 
by  these  acts^  and  inspirited  by  the  insults  of  the  British 
Court.  The  part  of  the  Cosncil  still  leaning  towards 
peace,  are  beccHne  unpopular,  and  perhaps  may  feel  the 
effects  of  it.  No  change  in  the  administration  has  taken 
place  since  my  last,  unless  we  may  consider  as  such  M. 
'  Cabarrus'  refusal  to  stand  in  the  Imes.  Thinkbg  he 
should  be  forced  to  follow,  too  seriously,  plans  formed  by 
others,  he  has  declined  servipg.  Should  this  war  take 
place,  as  is  quite  probable,  and  should  it  be  as  general  as 
it  threatens  to  be,  our  neutrality  must  be  attended  with 
great  advantages.  Whether  of  a  nature  to  improve  our 
morals  or  our  happiness  is  another  question.  But  is  it 
sure  that  Great  Britain,  by  her  searches,  her  seizures  and 
other  measures  for  harrassmg  us,  will  preserve  our  neu- 
trality? I  know  it  may  be  argued,  that  the  land  war 
which  she  would  superadd  to  her  sea  war  by  provoking 
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U3  lo  join  ber  eaenies,  Bhould  rauooally  hold  her  to  ber 
good  behavior  with  us.  But  since  the  apcesaon  of  the 
present  mooaich,  has  it  not  been  possionj  and  not  reason, 
which,  nine  ^es  out  of  ten,  bas  dictated  her  measures^ 
Haa  there  been  a  better  rule  of  prognosticatii^  what  he 
would  do,  than  to  examine  what  he  ought  not  to  do? 
When  I  review  this  disposition,  and  review  his  con- 
duct, I  have  litde  hope  of  his  permitting  our  neu- 
trality. He  will  find  subjects  of  provocation  in  raiioua 
articles  of  our  treaty  with  France,  which  will  now  come 
into  Tiew,  in  all  their  consequences,  and  in  coDsequ^iGes 
very  advantageous  to  the  one  and  the  other  country.  I 
suggest  these  doubts,  on  a  supposition  that  ourmagaanes 
are  not  prepared  for  war,  and  in  the  opinioo  that  ];«ovi9- 
ioDS  for  that  event  should  be  thought  of. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Dumas  came  to  me  open, 
though  directed  to  you.  I  immediately  waited  on  the 
Ambassadors,  «»dinary  and  extraordinary  of  Holland,  and 
the  Envoy  of  EVussia,  I  prayed  them  to  interest  tbmn- 
selves  to  have  his  person,  his  family,  and  hb  goods  pro- 
tected. They  promised  me  readily  to  do  it,  and  have 
writt^i  ,acc<HdiDg)y,  I  trust  it  will  be  with  effect.  Icould 
DOt  avoid  enclosmg  you  the  letter  from  Monsieur  Bourbi, 
though  I  have  satisfied  him  he  is  to  expect  nothing  from 
Congress  for  his  inventions.  These  are  better  ceali&ed 
than  most  of  those  things  are;  but  if  time  stamps  their 
worth,  time  will  give  them  to  us.  He  expects  no  forthn 
answer.  The  Gazettes  of  Leydwi  and  France  to  this 
date  accompany  tbis,  which  will  be  delivered  you  by  the 
Count  de  Moustier,  Mmister  Plenipotentiary  from  tbia 
country.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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(Private.) 

Parifl,  October  3,  VfST. 

Sir, 
The  Count  de  Moustier,  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Court  of  Versailles  to  the  United  States,  will 
have  the  honor  of  delivering  you  this.  The  connexion 
of  your  offices  will  necessarily  connect  you  in  acquaint- 
ance ;  but,  I  beg  leave  to  present  him  to  you,  on  account 
of  his  personal,  as  well  as  his  public  character.  You 
ivill  find  him  open,  communicative,  candid,  simple  in  bis 
manners,  and  a  declared  enemy  to  ostentation  and  luxu- 
ry. He  goes,  with  a  resolution  to  add  no  aliment  to  it 
by  his  example,  unless  he  finds  that  the  dispositions  of 
our  countrymen  require  it  indispensably.  Pernut  me,  at 
the  same  time,  to  solicit  your  friendly  notice,  and  through 
you,  that  also  of  Mrs.  Jay,  to  Madame  la  Marquise  de 
Brehan,  sbter-in-law  to  Monslenr  de  Moustier.  She  ac- 
companies him,  in  hopes  that  a  change  of  climate  may 
assist  her  feeble  health,  and  also,  that  she  may  procure 
^  mote  valuable  education  for  her  son,  and  safer  from 
seduction  in  America,  than  in  iterance.  I  think  it  impos- 
sible to  find  a  better  woman,  more  amiable,  more  modesf, 
more  dmple  in  her  maimers,  dress,  and  way  of  thinking. 
She  win  deserve  the  fiiendship  of  Mrs.  Jay,  and  the 
way  to  obtain  hers,  is  to  receive  and  treat  her  without 
the  shadow  of  etiquette, 

ITie  Count  d'Aranda  leaves  us  in  a  day  or  two.  He 
desired  me  to  recall  him  to  your  recollection,  and  to  as- 
sure you  of  his  friendship.  In  a  letter,  which  I  mean  as 
a  private  one,  I  may  venture  details  too  minute  for  a 
public  one,  yet  not  unamusing,  or  unsatis&ctory.  I  may 
Vol.  III. — 40 
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venture  nunea,  too,  'without  ^e  danger  of  their  getting 
into  a  newspaper.  There  has  long  been  a  division  in 
the  Council  here,  on  the  question  of  war  and  peace. 
Monsieur  de  Montmorin  and  Monsieur  de  Breteuil  have 
been  constantly  for  war.  They  are  supported  in  this  by 
the  Queen.  The  King  goes  for  nothing.  He*  hunts  ontt 
half  the  day,  is  drunk  the  other,  and  signs  whatever  be 
is  bid.  The  Archbishop  of  Thoulouse  desires  peace. 
Though  brought  in  by  the  Queen,  he  is  opposed  to  her 
in  this  capital  object,  which  would  produce  au  alliance 
with  her  brother.  Whether  the  Archbishop  will  yield 
or  not,  I  know  not.  But  an  intrigue  is  already  begun 
for  oustmg  him  from  his  place,  and  it  is  rather  probable 
it  will  succeed.  He  is  a  good  and  patriotic  Minister  for 
peace,  and  very  capable  in  the  department  of  finance. 
At  least,  he  is  so  in  theory.  I  have  beard  his  t^ents  for 
execution  censured.  Can  I  be  useful  here  to  Mrs.  Jay 
or  yourself,  in  executing  any  commissions,  great  or  small? 
I  offer  you  my  services  with  great  cordkii^.  You 
know  whether  any  of  the  wines  of  this  country  may 
attract  your  wishes.  In  my  tour,  last  spring,  I  visited 
the  best  vineyards  of  Burgundy,  Cote-rotie,  Hermitage, 
Lunelle, .  Frontignan,  and  white  and  red  Bourdeaux,  got 
acquainted  with  tiie  proprietors,  and  can  procure  for  you 
the  best  crops  from  the  vigneron  himself.  Mrs.  Jay 
knows  if  there  is  any  thing  else  here,  in  which  I  could 
be  usefiil  to  her.  Command  me  without  ceremony,  as  it 
will  give  me  real  pleasure  to  serve  you,  and  be  assured 
of  the  sincere  atuchment  and  iriendship  with  which  I 
am,  Stc. 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM    THOMAS    JSrrEBSON    TO   H.    U    COMTE   DK    HOOI- 
TIEB. 

Pwi),  October  9,  1787. 
Mr.  JefiersoQ  has  the  hoDOr  of  presenting  his  respects 
to  Monsieur  )e  Comts  de  Moustier,  and  c^  taking  )eaT« 
t^  bim  by  letter,  which  he  is  prevented  doing  in  persoa, 
1^  an  unexpected  visit  to  Versailles  to-day.  He  mil 
hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  sometimes  heariog  from 
him,  and  will  take  the  liberty,  occanooally,  of  troubling 
him  with  a  letter.  He  considers  the  Count  de  Moustier 
as  forming,  with  himself,  the  two  end  links  of  that  chain 
which  holds  the  two  natirais  together ;  and  is  happy  to 
have  observed  in  him,  dispositions  to  strengthen  radier 
than  to  weaken  it.  It  b  a  station  of  importance,  as  on 
the  cbensbiog  good  dispositions  and  quieimg  bad  ones, 
will  depend,  in  some  degree,  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  two  countries.  The  Count  de  Mous- 
tier will  find  the  affections  of  the  Americans  with  Ffance, 
but  theii  hatuts  with  England.  Chained  to  that  coun- 
try by  circumstances,  embracing  what  they  they 
loathe,  they  realize  the  feble  of  the  living  and  the  dead 
bound  leather.  Mr.  Jefferson  troubles  the  Count  de 
Moustiet  with  two  letters,  to  gentlemen  whom  be 
wishes  to  reconuueud  to  his  particular  acquaintance,  and 
to  that  of  Madame  de  Bi«han*.  He  bids  Monsieur  de 
Moustier  a  most  fiiendly  adien,  and  wishes  him  every 
thing  which  may  render  agreeable  his  passage  across  the 
water,  and  his  residence  beyond  it. 
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PariH,  October  14,  1787. 
Sir, 
I-  have  duly  roMived  your  fofois  of  October  tbe  28rd, 
*nd  S^>  With  respect  to  th«  misnoa  you  surest  in  the 
fomier,  no  powers  are  lodged  ia'tbe  hands  of  Mr.  Adams 
and  myself,  Ct»igresii  coounit^onsd  Mr.  Adams,  Doe- 
Un  FranUio  and  myadf*  to  treat  with  the  Emperor  ob 
thfl  suliQeDts  of  auiity  and  commeice;  at  the  same 
Mme  they  gave  us  tbe  coraoiiBsiDn  to  Pnueia,  in  which 
you  are  acquainted.  We  jwoposed  treating  through  the 
Ippenal  Ambftssador  here.  It  was  declined  on  their 
part,  and  our  powen  expired,  h&ving  been  given  but  (at 
two  years.  Afterwards,  tbe  same  Ambassador  bete,  was 
instrtiOted  to  offiar  lo  treat  with  ua.  I  infonned  lum  oiv 
powers  were  expired,  but  that  I  would  wiste.to  Congress 
Ofi  the  subject. .  I  did  so,  hut  have  nevM*  yet  received  aa 
answer.  WheUier  tins  proceeds  fiwn  a  diange  of  opio- 
ipn  in  theiD,  or  from  the  multiplicity  <tf  tJieii  occupations, 
I  am  unable  to  say.  But  this  state  of  facts  will  enable 
you  to  see,  that  we  have  no  powers  in  this  iostance,  to 
tate  tbe  measures  you  bad  thought  of.  I  suicerdy  symf- 
pfthize  with  you  in  your  sufietjugst  .  Though  forbidden 
bf  my  choiBotjHi.to  noddle  in  tbeioteni^  affiiirs  of  an 
allied  S^te,  it  is  the  wish  of  oiy  heart  that  their  .troubles 
qay  baye  such  an  issue}  ^  trill  saevre  Ibe^eatest  dcgrae 
tft._  happiness  to  tbe  body  of,  the  people ;  for  tt  is  with 
tbe  mass  of  the  nation  ,we  are  oJliedt  and'  ofA  nieicly  witb 
their  governors.  To  inform  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  to  follow  theii  will,  is  the  chief  duty  of  those  placed 
at  their  head.     What  party,  in  your  late  struggles,  was 
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jBHAt  likely  to  do  this,  you  are  more  cmipetent  to  judge 
thtw  I  am.  Under  every  event,  that  you  may  be  mfe 
ittd  bappy,  is  the  nnceie  wish  ol  him,  who  has  the  bonor 
to  he,  8tc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


raOM  THOIIAS  JBrFERBOIf  to  THE  COtJBT  DX  VOMTHOBID. 

P«pis,  Octolier  23,  l7ffT. 
Sir, 
I  lake  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Excellency  on  the 
subject  of  th«  arrit,  which  baa  lately  appeared,  for  pM- 
hitn^g  the  importadcm  of  whale  oils,  and  spermaceti,  the 
produce  of  foreign  fidieries.  ThiB  production  being  ex- 
pfessed  in  general  terms,  seems  to  exclude  the  whale  oils 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  of  the  ua- 
^ns  of  Europe.  The  uniform  dispoationj  however, 
T^ich  his  Majesty  and  bis  Ministers  hare  shewn  to  pro- 
mote the  oommerce  between  France  and  the  United 
States  by  eocourtging  our  productions  to  come  hither, 
and  paiucutariy  those  of  our  fisheries,  induces  me  to  hope 
that  these  were  not  irithio  their  view,  at  the  passing  of 
Huamrtt-  I  am  led  more  into  diis  opinion,  wheu  I  re- 
oollect  the  assidtiity  exercised  for  several  months  in  th6 
year  1785,  by  the  Cfwamittee  appointed  by  Government 
to  JBTeidgate  the  objects  of  oomnerce  of  the  two  countries, 
andmnpoit  tbeencouragemoitsof  which  it  wassuscep- 
tible  J  the  result  of  diat  investig&ticHi,  which  his  Mi^esty's 
ComptfcUet  Gownd  did  me  Uie  bonw  to  communicate, 
in  a  lancr  of  3&)d  of  October,  1766,  Matmg  therein  the 
principles  which  should  be  esublished  for  the  fatore  regn- 
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latioo  of  that  commerce,  and  particularly  distinguisfaiDg 
the  article  of  whale  oib  by  an  abatement  of  the  duties  on 
them  for  the  present,  and  a  promise  of  farther  abatements 
after  the  year  1790;  the  thorough  re-investigadon  widi 
which  Monsieur  de  Lambert  honored  thi^  subject,  when 
the  letter  of  1786  was  to  be  put  into  the  form  of 
an  arrit;  that  arrit  itself,  bearing  date  the  29th  of  De- 
cember last,  which  ultimately  confirmejd  the  abatements 
of  duty  present  and  future,  and  declared  that  his  Majes- 
ty reserved  to  himsel4  to  grant  other  favors  to  that  pro- 
duction, if  on  further  information,  he  should  find  it  for  the 
interest  of  Uie  two  nations ;  and  finally  the  letter  in  which 
JUonsteur  de  Lambert  did  me  the  honor  to  enclose  the 
arrit,  and  to  assure  me  that  the  duties  which  had  been 
levied  on  our  whale  oils,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
letter  of  1786,  should  be  restored.  On  a  review  theq 
of  all  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  presume,  that  it 
has  qol  been  intended  to  reverse,  in  a  moment,  views  so 
maturely  digested  and  uniformly  pursued ;  and.  that  the 
general  expressions  of  the  arrit  of  September  the  ^th 
'had,  within  their  cimtemplation,  the  nations  of  Europe 
only;  this  presumption  is  further  strengthened  by  having 
observed,  that  in  the  treaties  of  commerce  made  since  the 
epoch  of  our  independence,  the  jura  gmtu  ameUatmiB 
conceded  to  other  natbns,  are  expressly  restrained  to 
those  of  the  "most  favored  European  nation" ;  his  Majes- 
ty wisely  foreseeing  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  regu- 
tate  the  commerce  of  a  nation,  which  brings  nothing  but 
raw  materials  to  employ  the  industry  of  his  subjects, 
very  difierendy  fixxn  that  of  other  JBuropean  nations,  who 
bnng  mostly  what  has  already  passed  through  all  the 
stages  of  mantifoctuie.  ' 
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On  tbeae  drcumstances  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  hi- 
fimnation  from  your  ^cellency,  it  to  the  extent  of  the 
late  arrit ;  and  if  I  have  not  been  mistaken  in  supposing 
it  &i  not  mean  to  abridge  that  of  December  the  39tti. 
I  would  solicit  an  explanatory  arrit,  to  ^event  the  mia- 
conitnictioDs  of  it,  whicfa  will  otherwise  take  place.  It 
b  much  to  be  deared  too  that  this  explanation  could  be 
given  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may  be  handed 
out  with  the  arrit  of  September  the  28th.  Great  alarm 
may  otherwise  be  spread  among  the  merchants  and  ad- 
renturers  in  the  fisheries,  who,  conGding  in  the  stability 
of  r^ulatitms,  which  his  Majesty's  wisdom  bad  so  long 
uid  well  matured,  have  embarked  their  fortunes  in  specur 
lations,  in  this  braach  of  business. 

The  jraportance  of  the  subject  to  one  of' the  prind- 
pal  members  of  our  Union,  induces  me  to  attend  with 
great  anxiety  the  re-assurance  from  your  Excellency,  that 
ao  change  has  taken  place  in  his  Majesty's  views  on  this 
subject ;  and  that  his  dispositions  to  multiply,  nther  than 
diminish,  the.  combinaUons  of  imeiest,  between  the  two 
people  continue  unaltered. 

<  Commerce  is  slow  in  changing  its  channel.  That  be- 
tween this  country  and  tbe  United  States  is  as  yet  but 
beginning ;  and  this  begiiming  has  received  some  checks. 
The  arrit  in  que^on  would  be  a  conaderable  one,  with- 
out the  explanation  I  have  the  honor  to  ask.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  a  continuation  qf  the  dispoations  which  have 
been  hitherto  manifested  towards  us,  will  ensure  efiects 
political  and  commercial,  of  value  to  both  nadons. 

I  have  had  too  many  proofs,  of  the  friradly  interest 
yow  Excellency  is  pleased  to  take  in  whatever  may 
stiengtben  tbe  bonds,  and  connect  tbe  views  of  the  twQ 
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c«ms/anes,  to  doute  your  patraoage  of  the^  present  a[^Ii- 
oaiioB,  or  to  pretend  tny  occasion  of  repeating  angmi- 
ces,  of  thoae  sentimeiits  of  higb  respect  and  esteem,  wMi 
vliich 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be>  ice. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


TBC»   TXOKAa    JTMWSMaON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

TtrtB,.  NereBdKT  3,  ITW. 
Sir, 
My  last  letters  to  you  were  of  the  8th  aod  37di  of 
OctobeFi  In  the  ftmner,  I  nwntioned  to  yoa  the  deduc- 
tion of  Ibis  couDtry,  that  they  woidd  interpose  wWh 
feroe  if  the  Prussian  tnx^s  eoteted  HoBand;  the 
entty  of  thoae  troops  into  Holland;  the  dedaiitkm 
of  E^and,  that  if  Fmnoe  did  oppose  force,  they  Would 
eoDsider  it  be  bd  act  of  war.  The  Vavd  anntHnenle  oa 
bodi  sides ;  the  nonnnation  ot  the  BaMi  de  Sufltdn  as 
Generalissicno  on  the  ocean ;  md  die  ooU  rece^ou  of 
Mr.  Grenville  here,  with  his  cooediatory  propeeitioiis,  as 
Bonnoy  symptoms  which  wemed  to  indicRte  a  certain 
and  immediate  rapture.  It  was,  indeed,  untrosBUy  and 
hourly  expected.  &st  the  Kii^  of  Prussia,  a  litde  be- 
(ate  these  last  eTBDts,  got  wmd  of  the  alliance  on  the 
earpet  between  Fraiuie  and  the  two  &npires ;  he  airekt 
to  the  mtuation  in  whictb  that  would  place  bim ;  he  made 
some  appUeations  to  the  Court  of  St.  Petetsburgh,  to 
divert  the  Empress  from  the  proposed  alliance,  and  sup- 
located  tbe  Court  of  LoBdoD  not  to  abandon  him.  That 
Court  bad  also  rooeired  ahintofthesamepif^ect.  Both 
flsetned  to  suspect.  Sea  the  frst  time,  that  it  would  be  pee- 
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sible  for  Fraoce  to  abandim  the  Turks,  and  that  they 
were  likely  to  get  more  than  they  had  played  (or  at  Con- 
stantioople ;  for  they  had  meant  nothbg  more  there,  than 
to  divert  the  Empress  and  Emperor  from  the  affiiirs  of 
the  west,  by  employing  them  in  the  east,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  embroil  them  with  France  as  the  patroness 
of.  the  l^rks.  The  Court  of  London  engaged  not  to 
abandon  Prus^a  ;  but  both  of  them  relaxed  a  Uttle  the 
tone  of  their  proceedings.  The  King  of  Pnis»a  sent  a 
Mr.  Alvensleben  here,  expressly  to  explain  and  soothe ; 
the  King  of  England,  notwithstanding  the  cold  recep^n 
of  his  proportions  by  Grenrille,  renewed  conferences 
here  through  Eden  and  the  Duke  of  Dorset.  The  Min- 
ister, in  the  auction  of  his  heart  for  peace,  readily  join- 
ed in  conferenccj  and  a  declaration  and  a  counter-decla- 
ration, were  cooked  up  at  Versailles,  and  sent  to  London 
for  approbation.  They  were  approved,  arrived  here  «t 
one  o'clock  the  37th,  were  signed  that  night  at  Ver- 
sailles, and  on  the  next  day  I  bad  the  honor  of  enclosing 
them  to  you,  under  cover  to  the  Count  de  Moustier, 
whom  I  supposed  still  at  Brest,  dating  my  letter  as  of  the 
27th,  by  mistake,  for  the  SSth.  Lest,  however,  these 
papers  should  not  have  got  to  Brest  before  the  departure 
of  the  Count  de  Moustier,  I  now  enclose  you  oth« 
copies.  Ilie  English  declaration  states  a  notification  of 
this  Court,  in  September,  by  Bartbelemy,  their  Afinister 
at  London,  "that  they  would  send  succors  ioto  Holland," 
as  ^e  first  cause  of  England's  arming ;  desires  an  expla- 
nation of  the  intentions  of  this  Court,  as  to  the  affiurs  of 
Holland,  and  proposes  to  disarm;  on  condition,  however, 
ibat  the  King  of  France  shall  not  retain  any  hostile  views 
in  any  quarter,  iot  what  has  been  done  in  Hidland.  This 
Vol.  hi.— 41 
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last  phrase  was  to  secure  Pnissie,  according  to  pronuse. 
The  King  of  France  acknowledges  the  notification  by 
bis  Minister  at  Lcmdon,  promises  he  will  do  nothing  in 
consequence  of  it,  declares  he  has  do  intention  to  inter- 
meddle with  force  io  the  affiiirs  of  Holland,  and  that  he 
will  entertain  hostile  views  in  no  quarter,  Jbi  what  has 
been  done  there.  He  disavows  having  ever  had  any  in- 
tention to  interpose  with  force,  in  the  afiairs  of  that  re- 
public. This  disavowal  begins  the  sentence  which  ac- 
knowledges, he  bad  notified  the  contrary  to  the  Court 
61  LcHidon,  and  it  includes  no  apologjr  to  sooths  the 
feelings,  which  may  he  excited  in  the  breasts  of  the  Pa- 
triots Oi  Holland,  at  hearing  the  King  declare  he  never 
did  intend  to  aid  them  trith  force,  when  promises  to 
do-  this,  were  the  basis  of  those  very  attempts  to  better 
the  constitution,  which  hare  ended  in  its  ruin,  as  well  as 
the  ir  own. 

I  have  analyzed  these  declaratioos,  because,  being 
wmewbat  wrapped  up  in  their  expresEions,  their  fiill  im- 
port might  escape,  on  a  transient  reading  ;  and  it  b  ne- 
cessary it  should  not  escape.  It  conveys  to  us  the  im- 
portant lesson,  that  no  circumstances  of  morality,  h<Mior, 
interest,  or  engagement,  are  sufficient  to  authorize  a 
secure  reliance  on  any  nation,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  po- 
^uoas.  A  moment  of  difficulty,  or  a  moment  of  error, 
may  render  forever  useless  the  most  frienifly  dispositions 
in  the  King,  in  the  major  part  of  bis  Ministers,  and  the 
whole  of  his  nation.  The  [Hvsent  pacification  is  oon- 
sidered  by  most,  as  only  a  short  truce.  They  caleutete 
on  ^  spirit  of  Uie  aaUon,  and  not  <hi  the  sgued  hmd 
whteh  guides  its  movements.  It  is  oertun,  that  from  thb 
monient  die  whole  system  of  Europe  chaises.    Instead 
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of  cotmtiDg  togethet  England,  Austria  and  Russia,  as 
heretofore,  ag^nst  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Prussia  and 
Turicey,  the  division  will  probably  be,  England,  Hdland, 
and  Piussia,  against  France,  Austria,  Russia  and  periiaps 
Spun.  This  last  power  is  not  sure,  because  the  dj^io- 
sttion  of  its  heir  apparent  is  not  sure.  But  whether  the 
present  be  truce  or  peace,  it  will  allow  time  to  mature 
the  condiuons  of  the  alliance  between  France  and  the 
two  E^npires,  always  supposed  to  be  on  the  carpet.  It 
is  though  to  be  obstnicted  by  the  avidity  of  the  Empe- 
ror, who  would  swallow  a  good  part  of  Turkey,  Klesia, 
Bavaria,  and  the  rights  of  the  Gennanic  body.  To  the 
two  or  three  first  articles,  France  might  consent,  receiv- 
ing in  gratificaQoD  a  well  rounded  pwtion  of  the  Austian 
Netherlands,  with  the  Islands  of  Candia,  Cyprus, 
Rhodes,  and  perhaps  Lower  Egypt.  But  all  this  is  in 
embryo,  uncertainly  knowu,  and  counterworked  hy  the 
machinations  of  the  Courts  of  London  and  Beriin. 

The  following  solution  of  the  British  armaments,  is 
supposed  in  a  letter  of  the  35th  ulrimo,  from  Ctdtnid 
Blachden,  of  Conneoticnt,  now  at  Dunkirk,  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayeta.  I  will  cite  it  in  his  own  words :  "  A 
gendeman  who  left  London  two  days  ago,  and  came  to 
tins  place  to  day,  informs  me,  that  it  is  now  ganerally 
supposed,  that  Mr.  Pitt's  great  secret,  which  has  punled 
the  whole  nation  so  long,  and  to  accomplisfa  which  de- 
sign, the  wbcde  force  of  the  nation  is  armed,  is  to  make 
a  vigorous  eSatt  for  the  recovery  of  America.  When  I 
recollect  the  delay  they  have  made  in  delivering  the  farts 
in  America,  and  that  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  one  oC 
the  BriUsh  Mimstry  wrote  to  the  King  a  lettn,  in  which 
were  these  remai^ble  words :  "  if  your  Majesty  pleases. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


3S4  THOMAa  JBPFEBSON— JOHN  JAT. 

America  may  yef  be  yours ;"  a^d  to  this,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible for  the  pFeeent  Ministry  in  England  to  efiect  such  a 
matter,  they  would  secure  their  places,  and  their  power, 
for  a  long  time,  and  should  they  faU  in  the  ead,  they 
would  be  certain  of  holding  them  during  the  attempt, 
which  it  is  in  their  power  to  prolong  as  much  as  they 
please,  and,  at  all  events,  they  would  boast  of  baring 
endeavored  the  recovery  of  what  a  former  Ministry  had 
abandoned;  it  is  possible."  A  similar  surmise  has  come 
in  a  letter  from  a  perscm  in  Rotterdam,  to  one  at  this 
place.  1  am  satisfied  the  King  of  England  believes  the 
mass  of  our  people  to  be  tired  of  their  iodepeodence, 
and  desirous  of  returning  under  his  government ;  and, 
that  the  same  opioioo  prevails  in  the  Ministry  and  nation. 
They  have  hired  their  newswriteis  to  repeat  this  lie  in 
ibtai  gazettes  so  long,  that  they  have  become  the  dupes 
of  it  diemselves.  But  there  is  no  occasion  to  recur  to 
this,  in  order  to  account  for  their  arming.  A  more  ra- 
tional purpose  avowed,  that  purpose  executed,  and  when 
executed,  a  solemn  agreement  to  disarm,  seem  to  l^ave 
no  doubt,  that  the  re-establisfament  of  the  Stadlholder 
was  dieir  object.  Yet,  it  is  possible,  that  having  found 
that  tliis  Court  will  not  make  war  in  this  moment  for  any 
ally,  naw  views  may  arise,  and  they  may  think  the  mo- 
ment ^vorable,  for  executing  any  pniposes  they  may 
hare,  in  our  quarter.  Add  to  this,  that  reason  b  no  aid 
in  calculating  their  movements.  We  are,  therefore, 
never  safe  till  our  maga^nes  are  filled  with  arms.  The 
present  season  of  truce  or  peace,  should,  in  my  opinion, 
be  improved  without  a  moment's  respite,  to  efiect  this 
essential  object,  and  no  means  be  omitted,  by  which 
money  may  be  obtained  for  the  puroose.     I  say  this, 
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however,  with  due  deference  to  the  opimon  of  Congress, 
who  are  better  judges  of  the  necessity  and  pracdcability 
of  the  measure. 

I  mentimied  to  you,  in  a  former  letter,  the  application 
1  had  made  to  the  Dutch  Amhassadors  and  Prussian 
E^voj,  for  the  protection  of  Mr.  Dumas.  The  latter 
soon  after  received  an  assurance,  that  he  was  put  under 
the  protection  of  the  States  of  Holland ;  and  the  Dutch 
Ambassador  called  on  me  a  few  days  ago,  to  inform 
me,  by  instructions  from  ias  constituents,  "that  the  States 
General  had  received  a  written  application  from  Mr. 
Adams,  praying  their  protection  of  Dumas,  that  they 
had  instructed  their  Qreffier,  Fagel,  to  assure  Mr.  Adams 
by  letter,  that  he  was  under  the  protectioD  of  the  Sutes 
of  Holland ;  but  to  inlbnn  him  at  the  same  time,  that 
Mr.  Dumas'  conduct,  out  of  the  line  of  bis  c^ce,  had 
been  so  extraordinary,  that  they  would  expect  de  Vko- 
nitete  de  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  would  charge  some  other 
person  with  the  af&irs  of  the  United  Sutes,  during  his  ab- 
sence." 

Your  letter  of  September  the  8th  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived. I  shall  pay  due  attention  to  the  instructions 
relative  to  the  medals,  and  give  any  aid  I  can  in  the 
case  of  Boss'  vessel.  As  yet,  however,  my  endeavors 
to  find  Monsieur  Pauly,  aeocat  au  amseit  d'etat,  rue  co- 
qmUiere,  have  been  iiieSectual.  There  is  no  such  per- 
son living  in  that  street.  I  found  a  Monsieur  Panly, 
aaocat  av.  FarUment,  in  another  part  of  the  town ;  he 
opened  the  letter,  but  said  it  could  not  mean  him.  I 
shall  advertise  in  the  public  papers;  if  that  £uls,  there 
will  be  no  other  chance  of  finding  him.  Mr.  Waraum 
will  do  well,  therefore,  to  send  some  other  description  by 
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wbicb  the  person  may  be  found.  Indeed  some  Irtend  k^ 
the  party  interested  should  be  engaged  to  follow  op  this 
business,  as  it  will  require  constant  attenticm,  and  proba- 
Uy  a  much  larger  sum  of  money,  than  that  named  in  the 
lull  enclosed  in  Mr.  Wamum's  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  &om  O'Biyen 
to  me,  containmg  inlbrmatioD  from  Algiers,  and  one  Srom 
Mr.  Montgomery  at  Alicant.  The  purpose  of  sending 
you  this  last,  is  to  show  you  how  much  the  difficulties  of 
tansom  are  increased  since  the  Spanish  negotiatioiu. 
The  Russian  captives  have  cost  about  eight  thousand  lir- 
tes  a  piece  on  an  avtvage.  I  ceruinly  have  no  idea 
that  we  sbonld  give  any  such  sum ;  and  thereibre  if  it 
iduukl  be  the  sense  of  Congress  to  give  such  a  price,  I 
woold  be  glad  to  know  it  by  instruction.  My  idea  is,  that 
we  should  not  ransom,  but  on  the  foo^ng  of  the  nation 
which  pays  least,  that  it  may  be  as  little  worth  tlmr 
while  to  go  in  pursuit  of  us,  as  any  nati(»i.  This  is 
cruelty  to  the  individuals  now  in  captivity,  but  kiwhiesB 
to  the  hundreds  that  would  soon  be  so,  were  we  to  make 
it  worth  the  while  of  those  pirates  logo  out  of  the  straits 
in  quest  of  us.  As  aoon  as  money  is  provided,  I  sbaU 
put  this  business  into  tr^.  I  have  taken  measures  to 
damp  at  Alters,  all  expectations  of  our  [voposing  lo  lan- 
flom  at  any  pnce.  I  feel  the  distress  which  thb  must  oo- 
oasion  to  our  countrymen  there,  and  their  connexicHB ; 
but  the  object  of  it  is  their  ultimate  good,  by  biingmg 
down  their  holders  to  such  a  price  as  we  ought  to  pay,  in- 
Btead  of  lettbg  them  remain  m  such  expectations  as  caa- 
Dot  he  gratified.  The  gazettes  of  France  and  Leydra 
asooinp&ny  thb.      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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[The  annexed  are  traa^atiooB  <^  the  declaiation  and 
counter-declaratjon,  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
letter.] 

DBCLABATIOH. 

The  events  which  have  taken  piece  in  the  republic  of 
the  United  Provinces,  appealing  no  longer  to  leave  any 
suligect  of  discussioo,  and  still  leis  of  dispute,  between 
the  two  Courts,  the  undersigned  ate  authotized  to  ask,  if 
it  be  the  ioteation  of  his  nx)st  Christian  Majesty  to  act  in 
piuananoe  of  the  notification  given,  on  the  16th  of  last 
month  by  the  Minister  Ple'nipotmtiary  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  which,  annouoeii^  his  purpose  of  aiding  Hol- 
land, has  occasioned  maratime  annaments  on  the  part  of 
his  Majesty,  which  armaments  have  become  recipiocaj. 

.  If  the  Court  of  Versailles  is  disposed  to  explain  itself 
an  tJiis  subject,  and  on  tbe  conduct  adopted  towocds  the 
republic,  in  a  ntaoner  conforoaable  to  the  desire  evinced 
by  each  party,  to  procure  a  good  understanding  between 
the  two  Coorts,  tt  bebg  also  understood,  at  the  same 
time,  that  no  hostile  view  is  enteitained,  in  any  quarter, 
in  consequence  of  tbe  past ;  his  Majesty,  always  eag«r 
to  manifest  his  concurrence  in  the  friendly  sentiments  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  agr^s  forthwith  that  the  ar- 
maments, and,  in  general,  all  preparations  for  war,  shall 
be  mutually  discontinued,  and  that  the  marines  of  the 
two  nations  shall  be  placed  on  the  foodig  of  a  peace 
establishment,  such  as  existed  on  the  first  of  January  of 
the  present  year. 

DORSET, 
WM.  EDEN. 
At  Vemilles,  tbe  27tb  of  October,  1137. 
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CODM  TER-DEC  LAB  ATION . 

It  neither  being,  nor  ever  baving  been,  the  intention 
of  his  Majesty  to  interpose,  by  force,  in  tbe  afiairs  of  the 
republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  tbe  communication 
made  to  the  Court  of  London  by  Mr.  Bartbelemy,  having 
had  no  other  object  than  to  announce  to  that  Cotirl  an 
intention,  the  motives  of  which  no  longer  exist,  etpecialfy 
lince  the  King  of  Fruana  hat  made  knmvn  hit  retolu- 
tion,  his  Majesty  makes  ao  difficulty  in  dechiring  that  he 
has  no  wish  to  act  in  pursuance  of  the  comamoication 
aibresaid,  and  that  he  entertiuns  no  hostile  view  in  any 
quarter,  relative  to  what  has  passed  in  Holland. 

Consequently,  his  Majesty,  desiring  to  concur  in  tbe 
sentiments  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  fi>r  the  preservation 
of  a  good  understanding  between  the  two  Courts,  con- 
sents with  pleasure  to  the  proposition  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  that  the  armaments,  and,  in  general,  all  prepa- 
rations for  war,  shall  be  mutually  discontinued,  and  that 
ths  navies  of  tbe  two  nations  shall  be  replaced  upon  tbe 
looting  of  tbe  peace  esublishment,  as  it  existed  on  tbe 
first  day  of  January  of  the  present  year. 

MONTMORIN. 

At  Vereajlles,  the  27th  October,  17S7. 


TBOM    THOMAS   JEFrEBSON    TO   JOHN   JAT. 

(Private.) 

Puif,  Korenber  3,  ITST- 
Dear  Sir, 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  coo&ding  scnnetitiies  to  a 
private  letter,  such  details  of  the  small  lustory  of  the 
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court  or  cabinet,  as  may  be  worthy  of  bebg  knowa, 
and  yet  not  proper  to  be  publicly  commiuucated.  I 
doubt  whether  the  admiuistration  a  yet  in  a  permanent 
form.  The  Count  de  Montmorki  and  Baron  de  Bre- 
teuil,  are,  I  believe,  Gnn  enou^  in  tbeir  places.  It  was' 
doubted  whether  they  would  wait  for  the  Count  de  la 
Lttzerne,  if  the  war  had  taken  place ;  but,  at  present,  1 
suppose  they  will.  I  wish  it,  also,  because  M.  de  Hec- 
tor, his  only  competitor,  has  on  some-  occantms,  shewn 
little  value  Sor  the  connexion  with  us.  Lambert,  the 
Comptroller  General,  is  thought  to  be  very  insecure.  I 
^oold  be  swry,  also,  to  lose  him.  I  have  worked  seve- 
ral days  with  him,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  Mon* 
sieur  du  Pont,  (father  of  the  young  gentlnnan  gcme  to 
America  with  the  Count  de  Mousder)  to  reduce  into  one 
arrtt,  whatever  concerned  ou^  commerce.  I  have  found 
faim  a  man  of  great  judgmrat  and  apfdication,  possessing 
good  general  i^boiples  on  subjects  of  commerce,  aud 
friendly  disponticos  towards  us.  He  passed  the  orrtt, 
in  a  very  ftvorable  form,  but  it  has  been  opposed  in  the 
Council,  and  vnU;  I  fear,  sufibr  some  alteradon  in  the 
article  of  whale  oil.  That  of  tobacco,  which  was  put 
into  a  separate  instrument,  experiences  difficulties  also, 
which  do  not  come  from  him.  M.  du  P(mt  has  rendered 
us  essential  services  on  these  occasions.  I  wish  his  son 
could  be  so  well  noticed,  as  to  make  a  fevoiable  report 
to  his  ftther ;  he  would,  I  think,  be  gratffied  by  it,  and 
hb  good  dispontions  be  strengtbeoed,  and  rendered  fiuv 
tber  useful  to  us.  Whether  I  shall  be  able  to  send  yon 
these  regulations  by  the  present  packet,  wiU  depend  on 
their  getting  through  the  Council  in  time.  The  Arch- 
bishop continues  well  with  bis  patroness.  Her  object  is, 
Vol.  III. — 42 
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a  doie  connexioD  iritb  her  brodier.  I  sappoee  he  o^- 
vinces  her,  that  peace  nill  furniih  the  best  occaaon  of 
cementhig  that  connexion. 

It  may  not  be  uninBtructire,  to  give  you  the  txigia  and 
nature  of  hta  influttiioe  ivith  the  Queen.  When  the 
Duke  de  Choiseul  proposed  the  marri^e  of  the  Dau- 
phin with  this  lady,  be  thought  it  proper  to  send  a  pep- 
son  to  Vienna,  to  piriect  her  ra  the  lat^uage.  He  ashed 
fait  friend,  the  ArchbJBhop  of  Thookxtse,  to  recommeBd 
to  him  a  proper  person.  He  roeommended  a  certun 
Abbe.  The  Abbf,  from  his  first  arrival  at  Vieima, 
eidter  tutored  by  hb  p«tzon,  or  prompted  by  gratitude, 
impressed  on  the  Queen's  oaind,  the  exalted  talents  tk»d 
merits  of  Ae  Archbishop,  and  continually  repiesented 
bm  u  the  only  man  fit  to  be  placed  at  the  hebn  of 
B&irs.  On  his  r^um  to  Paris,  bni^  letaiiUKi  near  tbe 
persQD  of  the  Queen,  be  kept  him  ooostantly  in  her 
view,  llM  Arebbnbop  was  nuried  of  the  AnaaHic 
Ae$  Natmhlet,  bad  occasioo  -  enough  there  to  prove  hit 
talents,  and  Count  de  Vergbniun,  his  gteat  enemy, 
dying  opportunely,  the  ^een  got  him  into  place.  He 
uses  the  Abb£  even  yet,  fhr  ktstflling  all  his  notions  into 
her  niind.  That  he  has  imposing  talents  and  patriotic 
disposiiions,  I  think,  is  certain.  Good  judges  think  him 
a  theorist  only,  little  acquainted  with  the  details  of  busi' 
nesi,  and  spoiling  all  his  plans  by  a  hunting  execution. 
He  may,  perhaps,  undergo  a  severe  trial.  Hit  beat  ac- 
tions are  exciting  against  hun  a  host  of  enemies,  particu- 
larly the  reduction  of  the  penaoas,  and  reforms  in  ollnr 
branches  of  economy.  Some  think  the  other  Munsters 
asa  wiUJng  he  should  stay  m,  till  iie. has  efiecied  tins 
odious,  yet  necessary  woi^,  and  that  they  will  then  make 
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him  tbe  sc^e-goat  of  the  traDsactkm.  The  declamtioDB 
too,  whicb  1  send  you  in  my  puMic  letter,  if  they  should 
become  puUic,  wilt  probably  raise  a  umversal  cry.  It 
will  all  fidl  on  hjra,  because  Montmorin  wd  BreteuU 
gay,  without  reserve,  that  the  sacrifice  of  the  Dutch  has 
been  against  tlieir  adrice.  He  will,  perhaps,  not  per- 
mit these  declarations  to  appear  in  this  country.  They 
are  absolutely  unknown;  they  were  communicated  to 
me  by  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  and  I  believe  no  other  copy 
has  been  g^ven  here.  They  will  be  published  doubtless 
in  En^and,  as  a  proof  of  their  triumph,  and  may  fii>m 
thence  make  their  way  into  this  country.  If  the  Premier 
can  stem  a  few  months,  he  may  remaio  l<Hig  in  office, 
and  will  never  make  war  if  be  can  help  it.  If  he  should 
be  removed,  the  peace  will  probably  be  short.  He  is 
scdely  chargeable  with  the  loss  of  UoUand.  True,  tbey 
could  not  have  raised  money  by  taxes,  to  supply  the  ne- 
cessities of  war;  but  could  they  do  it  were  their  finance^ 
ever  so  well  anangad?  No  nation  makes  war  now-a- 
d»s/3,  but  by  tbe  ud  of  loans:  and  it  is  probable,  that  in 
a  war  for  the  Kber^  of  Holland,  all  the  trea^cesoftbat 
eouatiy  would  have  beeoi  at  their  service.  They  have 
BOW  lost  the  cow  ffhieb  iiiniisbes  the  milk  of  war.  She 
mil  be  OD  the  ade  of  their  eaemies,  whenerer  a  rupture 
shaU  take  place;,  and  no  arrangement  of  their  finances  can 
countetviMi  this- oircwostauce. 

I  have  BO  doubt  you  permit  access  to  the  lettws  of 
your  for^gD  Miaistere,  by  persons  only  of  the  most  per- 
fect trust.  It  is  in  the  JEuropean  system  to  bnbe  tbe 
clerks  h^h,  in  order  to  obtain  copies  of  interesting  pa^ 
pets.  I  am  sure  you  are  equally  attentive  to  the  ccm- 
v^yance  of  your  letters  to  us,  as  you  know  that  all  aie 
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Opened  that  pass  through  say  po^t  c^ce  of  Euiope. 
Your  letters  which  come  by  the  packet,  if  put  into  the 
mail  at  New  York,  or  into  the  post  office  at  Havre,  wore 
proofi  that  they  had  been  opened.  The  passenger  to 
whom  thej  are  oonfided,  should  be  cautioned  always  to 
keep  them  in'  his  own  bands,  till  be  can  deliver  them  per- 
sonally in  Paris. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 


FBOM  TBOlUt  JerrCRSON  TO  THB  COUKT  DK  HOmVOBIN. 

Pkm,  November  6, 1T87.  • 
Sir, 

I  take  the  fiberty  of  asking  your  EbcceHeocy's  perusal 
6S  the  enclosed  esse  of  an  American  hostage,  ccmfined  in 
the  prisons  of  Dunkirk.  His  condnuance  there  seems  to 
be  useless  and  yet  endless.  Not  knowii^  bow  hk  the 
Government  can  interfere  &x  bis  relief,  as  it  is  a  case 
wherein  ^mvate  property  is  concerned,  I  do  not  presume 
to  ask  his  liberation  absolutely,  but  I  will  solicit  Sxtm 
your  Excellency  such  measures  in  bis  behalf,  as  the  laws 
and  ust^es  of  the  counay  may  permit. 

The  Comptroller  Genenl  having  been  so  good  as  to 
explun  to  me  in  a  conversation,  that  he  wished  to  know 
what  duties  were  levied  in  England  on  American  whale 
ml,  I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  him  by  leOer, 
tl»t  tbe  ancient  duties  on  that  article  are  seventeen  pounds 
wx.  shillings  and  six  pence  Sterling  the  ton,  and  that  some 
lateadditic»al  duties  make  them  amount  to  about  eighteen 
pounds  sterling,    That  the  common  whale  (mI  sells  there 
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but  fiw  about  20  pounds  steiling  the  ton,  and  of  conrsa 
the  duty  anHMints  to  a  piobitiittOD.  This  duty  was  ori^- 
nally  laid  on  all  foreign  fish  oil,  with  a  view  to  favw  the 
British  and  Amoican  fisheries.  When  we  became  inde- 
pendent, and  (d'couise  foreign  to  Great  Britain,  we  became 
snl^ect  to  the  foreign  duty.  No  duty,  therefore,  which 
Fiance  may  think  proper  to  lay  on  this  article,  can- drive 
it  to  the  English  market.  It  could  only  oblige  the  in- 
habitants of  Nantucket  to  abandon  their  fisheries.  But 
the  poverty  of  their  soil  o&iing  them  no  other  resource, 
they  must  quit  their  country,  and  either  establiA  them- 
selves in  Nova-Scotia,  where,  as  British  fishermen,  they 
may  participate  of  the  British  premium,  io  addition  to 
the  ordinary  price  of  their  whale  oil,  or  they  must  accept 
the  conditions  which  this  OovemmeDt  olKrs  for  the  estab- 
lishment they  have  proposed  at  Dunkirk.  Your  Excel- 
lency will  judge,  what  conditjoos  may  counteibalance  in 
their  minds,  the  circumstances  of  the  vicinity  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  sameness  of  language,  laws,  religion,  customs  and 
kindred.  Remuning  in  their  native  country,  to  which 
they  are  most  smgularly  attached,  exduded  from  com- 
merce with  England,  taught  to  look  to  France  as  the  only 
country  fiiom  which  they  can  derive  sustenance,  they 
will  in  case  of  war,  beccune  uscAil  rovers  against  its 
enemies.  Their  position,  thw  poverty,  their  conrage, 
their  address  and  their  hatred,  will  render  them  formida- 
ble scourges  on  the  British  commerce,  it  is  to  be  con- 
iodered  thrai  <m  the  one  hand,  that  the  duty  which  M.  do 
Calonne  had  proposed  to  retain  on  this  oil,  may  endanger 
the  shifting  this  useliil  body  of  seamen  out  of  our  jomt 
scale  bto  that  of  the  British  ;  and,  also,  may  suppress  a 
conaderaUe  subject  of  exchange  for  the  pioductions  of 
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Fresce.  On  the  other  haad,  that  it  nay  pnxlHCe  an  ad- 
dition to  his  Majesty's  revenue.  Wt^tlhave  tbwfiur 
said,  is  on  the  suppoEition  that  the  duty  may  operate  is  « 
diminution  of  the  piice  received  by  the  fi^iemiao.  If  it 
act  in  the  contrary  direcdoa,  and  [woduce  an  augmestv 
Uon  o(  price  to  the  consumer,  it  immediately  Mngs  iUo 
competition  a  variety  of  otfao'  oib,  vegetable  and  animal, 
a  good  part  of  which  France  receives  from  alffoad ;  and 
the  fisbennan  thus  losing  his  maiket,  is  compelled  equally 
to  change  either  hia  calling  or  country.  When  H.  dQ 
Caloone  fiist  agreed  to  reduofl  the  duties  to'  what  he  has 
declared,  I  had  great  hopes  the  commodity  could  bear 
them,  and  that  it  would  become  a  madium  of  oonmierce 
between  France  and  l^  United  States.  I  must  confess, 
however,  that  my  expectations  have  not  beeaftilfiUedt 
and  that  little  has  coax  here  as  yet.  This  induces  ms 
to  fear  that  It  is  so  poor  an  article,  that  any  duty  what- 
ever will. suppress  it.  Should  this  take  place,  and  the 
spirit  of  emigiatitm  ^nce.  seine  those  pe<^le,  pahaps  m 
abi^itiQit  of  all  duty  might  tben  come  too  late  to  stop 
wlfat  h.  would  DOW  easily  ptorent.  I  fear  tbero  is  dangar 
in  the  esperimjem,  and  it  ranams  tor  the  visdom  of  tus 
Majesty  and  his  A^ifj;*^.  pn  depide^  whether  the  pn»t 
poctof  gainto  tbe- ret^cpu^.  Qt  c^^bing  a.iM^ooal 
Gshn^,  mfl.y  coinpeiuiKte>  iiofi  .danger.  If  the  Gove^ 
avmi.  should,  de^de  to  tatain  the  duty,,  I  aball  aCquieBos 
in  it  cheerfully,  and  da  evaiy  thug  in  an;  power  to  eb- 
G«un^  my  couBSrym^  still  tO'  continue  their  oeeupa- 
t^. 

.  Tbe  actual  session  of  our  sevend  l^islabves,  vouU 
render  it  interesting  to  forward,  immediately,  the  regiila- 
UoHB  pn:$x>s6d  on  our  commerce ;  and  the  expiration  (rf'the 
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nder  of  BunB,  at  the  close  of  this  month,  endangeis  a 
sospetuoon  and  deraogeiaeBt  in  the  commerce  of  tobscco, 
very  embttnssing  to  the  merchants  of  the  two  coimtries. 
PardfHi  me,  therefore,  sir,  tf  I  appear  solicitous  to  ohtain 
the  ultimate  decisicm  of  his  Majesty's  Council  oq  these 
subjects,  and  to  ask  as  early  a  omnmumicatioD  of  that  de- 
CMon  as  shall  be  convenient. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


'  taom  TB0HA9  rarrEBtoN  to  /obm  adams. 

FatTt,  November  IS,  178?.    ■ 

Dear  Sir, 

*  This  win  be  delivered  you  by  young  Mr.  Rutledge; 
Your  knowledge  of  Im  fetber  will  introduoe  him  to  youi 
notices     He  merits  it,  moreover,  on  his  own  account. 

lam  now  to  acknowledge  your  farorsof  October  the 
6th  and  36th.  That  of  August  the  ^SMi  was  duty  re- 
ceived, nor  oan  I  recdlect  by  what  accident  I  was  pre* 
vented  bora  acknowledghig  it,  in  nme  of  Septembn  the 
88lh.  It  has  been  the  source  of  my  subsistence  hitherto, 
and  must  continue  to  be  so,  til)  I  receive  letters  00  the 
afiUrs  of  money  from  America.  Van  Stapborsts  and 
Willinks  have  answered  my  drafts.  Your  books  for  the 
Marqub  de  la- Fayette  are  received  here.  I  will  notify 
it  to  him,  who  is  at  preserit  with  his  Provincial  Assembly 
in  Auvei^e. 

I^lie  is  stud  lately  of  the  progress  of  the  negotiations 
tireen  the  Courts  of  Petersburg,  Vienna  and  Versailles. 

The  distance  of  the  former,  and  the  cautious,  unassum- 
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ing  cfaancter  of  its  Minuter  here,  is  one  cause  of  delays; 
a  greater  one  is,  tbe  greediness  and  unstable  character  of 
Ae  Emperor.  Not  do  I  tlnnk  that  the  principal  here, 
will  be  eanly  induced  to  lend  himself  tO'Sny  connexion, 
which  shall  threaten  a  war  witlun  a  considerable  numbw 
of  yean.  His  own  leign  will  be  diat  of  peace  only,  m 
all  probatnfity;  end  were  any  accident  to  tuiUUe  him 
down,  this  country  would  -immediately  ^rd  on  its  sword 
and  buckler,  and  tiust  to  occunencea  for  supplies  of 
money.  The  wound  their  honor  has  sustained,  festers 
in  their  hearts ;  and  it  may  be  said,  with  truth,  that  the 
Archbi^iop,  and  a  few  priests  determined  to  support  his 
measures,  because,  proud  to  see  their  order  ccme  again 
into  power,  aie  the  only  advocates  lor  tbe  line  of  con- 
duct wtuch  has  been  pursued.  It  is  said,  and  believed 
through  Paris,  literally,  that  the  Count  de  Hcmtmorin, 
"plaaroU  commt  un  ettfant,"  when  obliged  to  sign  the 
couDter-declaration.  Conadering  tbe  phrase  as  figuni- 
tive,  I  believe  it  expresses  the  distress  of  his  heart,  in- 
deed be  has  made  no  secret  of  his  individual  opinioo. 
bi  the  meeodme  the  prindpal  goeson  with  a  finn  and  pa- 
Miotic  Bjnrit,  in  refbnning  the  cruel  abuses  of  the  Go- 
vermaeQt,  aad  preparing  a  new  consdtutioo,  which  wiU 
^ve  to  this  people  as  much  liberty,  as  they  are  capable 
of  managing.  This,  I  think,  mil  be  the  glory  of  his  ad- 
ministrati<Hi,  bjscause,  thou^  a  good  theorist  in  finance, 
he  is  thought  to  execute  badly.  They  are  about  to  opoi 
a  loan  of  one  hundred  millions  to  supply  present  wants, 
and  it  is  said  the  preface  of  the  arrtt  will  contain  a  pro- 
mise of  the  conrocation  of  the  States  General,  during 
the  ensuing  year.  Twelve  or  fifteen  Provincial  Assem- 
blies are  already  in  actiop  and  are  gtxng  on  well ;  and  1 
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think,  that  though  the  nation  suffers  in  reputation,  it  will 
gun  infinitely  in  happiness,  Under  the  present  adminis- 
tration. I  enclose  to  Mr.  Jay,  a  pamphlet,  which  1  will 
beg  of  you  to  forward.  I  leave  it  open  for  your  perasal. 
When  you  shall  have  read  it,  he  so  good  as  to  stick  a 
wafer  in  it.  It  is  not  yet  published,  nor  will  be  for  some 
days.     This  copy  has  been  ceded  to  me  as  a  fevor. 

How  do  you  like  our  new  constitution  ?  I  confess 
there  are  things  in  it,  which  stagger  all  my  dispositions  to 
subscribe  to  what  such  an  assembly  has  proposed.  The 
house  of  federal  representatives,  will  not  be  adequate  to 
the  management  of  afiiiirs,  either  foreign  or  federal 
Their  President  seems  a  bad  edition  of  a  Polish  King. 
He  may  he  elected  from  four  years  to  four  years,  for  life. 
Reason  and  experience  prove  to  us,  that  a  chief  ma^s- 
trate,  so  continuable,  is  an  officer  for  life.  When  one  or 
two  generations  shall  have  proved  that  this  is  an  office 
for  life,  it  becomes,  on  every  succession,  worthy  of  in- 
trigue, of  bribery,  of  force,  and  even  of  foreign  inter- 
ference. It  will  be  of  great  consequence  to  France  and 
England,  to  bafe  America  governed  hy  a  Gallonian  or 
Angloman.  Once  in  office,  and  possessing  the  military 
force  of  the  Unitm,  without  the  aid  or  check  of  a  Coun- 
cil, be  would  not  be  eaaly  dethroned,  even  if  the  people 
could  be  induced  to  withdraw  their  votes  from  him.  I 
wish,  that  at  the  end  of  the  four  years,  they  bad  made 
him  forever  ineli^ble  a  second  time.  Indeed,  I  think 
all  the  good  of  this  new  consUtution  might  have  been 
couched  in  three  or  four  new  articles,  to  be  added  to  the 
good,  old  and  venerable  fabric,  which  should  have  been 
preserved,  even  as  a  religious  relique.  Present  me  and 
my  daughters,  afiec^nately  to  Mrs.  Adams.  The 
Vol.  m— 43 
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younger  ods  continues  to  speak  of  her  warmly.  Accept 
yourself,  assurances  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  respect 
with  which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


I   TO   COLONEL    SMITH. 
P»ria,  Noreraber  13,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of 
October  the  4th,  8tb,  and  26th.  In  the  last  you  apolo- 
gize for  your  letters  of  introduction  to  Americans  coming 
here.  It  is  so  lar  from  needing  apology  on  your  part, 
that  it  calls  for  thanks  on  mine.  I  endeavor  to  show 
civilities  to  all  the  Americans  who  come  here,  and  who 
will  ^ve  me  oppottunittes  of  doing  it.  And  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  comfort  to  know,  from  a  good  quarter,  what  they 
are,  and  how  (ex  I  may  go  in  my  attentions  to  them. 

Can  you  send  me  Woodmanson's  bills  for  the  two 
copying  presses  for  the  Marquis  de  Lalayette  and  the 
Marquis  de  Chastellux?  The  lattermakes  one  article  in 
the  considerable  account,  of  old  standing,  and  which  I 
cannot  present  for  want  of  this  article.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  b  to  yourself  or  Mr.  Adams,  that  I  am  to  give 
my  thanks  for  the  copy  of  the  new  constitution.  I  beg 
'  leave,  through  you,  to  place  them  where  due.  It  will  yet 
be  three  weeks  before  I  shall  receive  them  from  America 
There  are  very  good  articles  in  it,  and  very  bad.  I  do 
not  know  which  preponderate.  What  we  have  lately 
read  in  the  hi&lory  of  Holland,  io  the  chapter  on  the 
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Stadtbolder,  would  have  sufficed  to  set  me  agunst  a 
chief  magistrate,  eligible  for  a  long  duration,  if  I  had 
ever  been  disposed  towards  one.  And  what  we  have  al- 
ways read  of  the  elections  of  Polish  Kings,  should  have 
forever  excluded  the  idea  of  one  continuable  for  Ufe. 
Wonderful  is  the  eSect  of  impudent  and  persevering  Ij- 
mg.  The  British  Ministry  have  so  long  hired  their  ga- 
zetteers, to  repeat  and  model  into  every  form,  lies  about 
our  b^Dg  in  anarchy,  that  the  world  has  at  length  believ- 
ed them,  the  Englbh  oation  has  believed  them,  the  Min- 
isters  themselves  have  come  to  believe  them,  and  what  is 
more  wonderful,  we  have  believed  them  ourselves.  Yet 
where  does  this  anarchy  exist?  Where  did  it  ever  exist, 
except  in  the  single  instance  of  Massachusetts?  And 
can  history  produce  an  instance  of  rebellion  so  honorably 
conducted?  I  say  nothing  of  its  motives.  They  were 
Ibunded  m  ignorance,  not  wickedness.  God  forbid  we 
should  ever  he  twenty  years  without  such  a  rebellion. 
The  people  cannot  be  all,  and  always,  well  informed. 
The  part  which  is  wrong  will  be  discontented,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  importance  of  the  facts  they  misconceive.  If 
they  remain  quiet  under  such  misconceptions,  it  is  a 
lethargy,  the  forerunner  of  death  to  the  public  liberty. 
We  have  had  thirteen  States  independent  for  eleven 
years.  There  has  been  one  rebellion.  That  comes  to 
one  rebellion  in  a  century  and  a  half,  for  each  State. 
.What  country  before,  ever  existed  a  century  and  a  half 
without  a  rebellion  ?  And  what  country  can  preserve  its 
liberties,  if  its  rulers  are  not  warned,  from  time  to  time, 
that  this  people  preserve  the  spirit  of  re»stance?  Let 
them  take  arms.  The  remedy  is  to  set  them  right  as  to 
facts,  pardon  and  pacify  them.    What  signify  a  few  lives 
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lost  in  a  century  or  two?  The  tree  of  liberty  must  be 
refreshed,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  blood  of  patriots 
and  tyrants.  It  is  its  natural  manure.  Our  Convent 
has  been  too  much  impressed  by  the  insurrection  of  Mas- 
sachusetts ;  and,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  they  are  set- 
ting up  a  kite  to  keep  the  hen  yard  in  order.  I  hope  in 
God,  this  article  will  be  rectified,  before  the  oew  consti- 
tuUon  is  accepted.  You  ask  me,  if  any  thing  transpires 
here  on  the  subject  of  South  America?  Not  a  word.  I 
know  that  there  are  combustible  materiab  there,  and 
that  they,  wait  the  torch  only.  But  this  country,  proba- 
bly will  join  the  extinguisbeis.  The  want  of  &cts,  worth 
communicating  to  you,  has  occanimed  me^  to  ^ve  a  little 
loose  to  dissertatioD.  We  must  be  contented  to  amuse 
when  we  cannot  inform. 

Present  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Smith,  and  be  assured  of 
the  sincere  esteem  of,  dear  sir,  your  fiiend  and  servwit, 
TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOH    THOHAS  JEmBSOlf  TO  WILI.IAH   CABKIOBAEL. 

PuiB,  December  11,  ITW. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  later  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  favors 
of  October  the  15th,  and  November  the  Stfa,  and  ISA, 
because  we  have  been  long  expectii^  a  packet,  which  1 
hc^ed  wonld  bring  comnlimications  worth  detaHfaig  to 
you,  and  ^e  arrived  (»ly  a  few  days  ago,  aRer  a  ■nrj 
long  passage  indeed.  I  am  very  sorry  you  have  not  been 
able  to  make  out  the  cypher  of  my  letter  of  September 
the  !SHb,  because  it  cmlaHwd  things  wUcfa  I  wtrited  you 
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to  know  atthattime.  They  hare  lost  nowa  partoftheii 
merit;  but  still  Iwlsh  you  could  decypher  them,  as  there 
remains  a  part,  which  it  yet  might  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
imderstaodi  1  have  examined  the  cypher  from  which  it 
was  writieg.  It  is  precisely  a  copy  of  those  given  to 
Messrs.  Barclay  and  Lamb.  Id  order  that  you  may  ex- 
amine whether  yours  COTrespond,  I  will  now  translate 
into  cypher,  the  three  fiist  Imes  of  my  letter  of  June 
the  14. 

*  •  *  *  *        .    » . 

This  will  serpe  to  shew,  whether  your  cypher  corres- 
ponds with  mine,  as  well  as  my  mannerof  using  it.  But 
I  shall  not  use  it  in  future,  till  1  know  from  you  the  result 
of  your  re-examination  of  it.  I  have  the  honor  now,  to 
return  you  the  letter  you  had  been  so  good  as  to  enclose 
to  me.  About  the  same  time  of  Listen's  conversation 
with  you,  similar  ones  were  held  with  me  by  Mr.  Eden. 
He  particularly  quesdcmed  me  on  the  eSact  of  out  treaty 
with  France,  in  the  case  of  a  war,  and  what  might  be 
our  dispositions.  I  told  him  without  hesitation,  that  our 
Ueaty  obliged  us  to  receive  the  armed  vessels  of  France, 
with  their  priwE  into  our  ports,  and  to  refuse  the  admis- 
sion of  prizes,  made  (m  her  by  her  enemies;  that  there 
was  a  clause  by  which  we  guarantied  to  France,  her  Ame- 
rican possessions,  and  which  might,  perhaps,  force  us  in- 
to the  war,  if  these  were  attacked.  "  Then  it  will  be 
war,"  said  be,  "for  they  will  assuredly  be  attacked."  I 
added,  that  our  dispositions  would  be  to  be  neutral,  and 
that  I  diougbt  it  the  interest  of  both  these  poweis  that 
we  should  be  so,  because  it  would  relieve  both  from  all 
anxiety  as  to  the  feeding  their  West  India  Idands,  and 
Ellwand  would,  moreover,  avoid  a  heavy  land  war  on  our 
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continent,  which  would  cripple  all  her  proceedings  else- 
where. He  expected  these  sentiments  from  me  petson- 
allj,  and  he  knew  them  to  be  anaiagous  to  those  of  oui 
couDtrjr.  We  bad  often  before  bad  occasions  of  know- 
isg  each  other ;  his  peculiar  bitteniess  towards  us,  had 
sufficiently  appeared,  and  I  had  never  concealed  from 
him,  that  I  considered  the  British  as  our  natural  enemies, 
and  as  the  only  nation  on  earth,  who  wished  ua  ill  from 
the  bottom  of  their  souls.  And  I  am  satisfied,  that  were 
our  Continent  to  be  swallowed  up  by  the  ocean,  Great 
Britain  would  be  in  a  bonfire  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
Mr.  Adams,  as  you  know,  has  asked  his  recal.  This  baa 
been  granted,  and  Colonel  Smith  is  to  return  too ;  Con- 
gress havmg  determined  to  put  an  end  to  their  commis- 
sion at  that  Court.  I  suspect  and  hope  they  will  make 
DO  new  appointment. 

Our  new  constitution  is  powerfully  attacked  in  the 
American  newspapevs.  The  objections  are,  that  its  ef- 
fect would  be,  to  form  the  thiiteen  States  into  one ;  that 
propoang  to  melt  all  down  into  one  general  goverment,' 
they  have  fenced  the  people  by  no  declaration  of  rights; 
they  have  not  renounced  the  power  of  keeping  a  stand- 
ing army ;  they  have  not  secured  the  liberty  of  the  press ; 
they  have  reserved  the  power  of  abolishing  trials  by  jury 
in  civil  cases ;  tbey  have  proposed  that  the  laws  of  the 
federal  legislatures  shall  be  paramount  to  the  laws  and 
consututions  of  the  States ;  they  have  abandoned  rMa' 
tion  in  office ;  and  particularly,  their  President  may  be 
re-elected  from  four  years  to  four  years  for  life,  so  as  to 
render  him  a  King  for  life,  like  a  Kmg  of  Poland;  and 
they  have  not  ^ven  him  either  the  checker  tud of. a 
counul.  To  these  tbey  add  calculations  of  expense, 
&c.  &c.  to  fiigbten  the  people. 
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You  wi)l  perceire  that  these  objections  are  serious,  and 
some  of  them  not  without  foundation.  The  constitu- 
tion, however,  has  been  recaved  with  a  very  general 
enthusiasm,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  judged  from  external 
demoostrations,  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  eager  to  adc^t 
it.  In  the  Eastern  States,  the  printers  will  print  nothing 
against  it,  unless  the  writer  subscribes  his  name.  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut  have  called  conventions  m 
January,  to  consider  of  it.  In  New  Yoric,  there  is  a  di- 
vision. The  Governor  (Clinton)  is  known  to  he  hostile  ' 
to  it.  Jersey,  it  is  thought,  will  certainly  accept  it. 
Pennsylvania  is  divided,  and  all  the  bitterness  of  her  &c- 
ttons  has  been  kindled  anew  on  it.  But  the  party  in 
favor  of  it  is  strongest,  both  in  and  out  of  the  legislature. 
This  is  the  party  anciendy  of  Morris,  Wilson,  be.  De- 
laware nill  do  what  Pennsylvania  shall  do.  Maryluid 
is  thought  favorable  to  it,  yet  it  is  supposed  Chase  and 
PacB  will  oppose  it.  As  to  Virginia,  Ttwo  of  her  dele- 
gates, in  the  first  place,  re&ised  to  sign  it.  These  were 
Randolph,  the  Governor,  and  George  Mason.  Beddes 
these,  Henry,  Harrison,  Nelson  and  the  Lees,  are  against 
it.  General  Washingtoa  will  be  for  it,  but  it  is  not  in 
his  character  to  exert  himself  much  in  the  case.  Madi- 
son will  be  its  main  pillar,  but  though  an  immensely 
powerful  one,  it  is  questionable  whether  he  can  bear  the 
weight  of  such  a  host.  So  that  the  presumption  is,  that 
Virginia  will  reject  it.  We  know  nothing  of  the  dispo- 
ntiohs  of  the  States  south  of  this.  Should  it  fall 
through,  as  it  is  possible,  notwithstanding  the  enthusiasm 
mth  which  it  was  received  in  the  first  moment,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  Congress  will  propose,  that  the  objections 
which  the  people  shall  make  to  it,  being  once  known. 
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another  Conveatioa  shall  be  oasembled,  to  adopt  the  im- 
provements generally  acceptable,  and  omit  those  fotmd 
disagreeable.  In  this  way,  union  may  be  produced 
under  a  happy  constitution,  and  one  which  shall  not  be 
too  energetic,  as  are  the  constitutions  of  Europe.  I 
give  you  these  details,  because,  possibly,  you  may  not 
have  received  them  all.  The  sale  of  our  western  lands 
is  immensely  successful.  Five  nullions  of  acres  have 
been  sold  at  private  sale,  for  a  dollar  an  acre,  in  certifi- 
cates, and,  at  the  public  sales,  some  of  them,  had  sold  as 
lugh  as  two  dollars  and  forty  cents  the  acre.  The  sales 
had  not  been  begun  two  months.  By  these  means, 
taxes,  Sic.  our  domestic  debt,  originally  twenty-eight 
millions  of  dollars,  was  reduced,  by  the  Ist  day  of  last 
October,  to  twelve  millions,  and  they  were  then  in 
treaty  for  two  millbns  of  acres  more,  at  a  dollar,  private 
sale.  Our  domestic  debt  ml!  thus  be  soon  paid  off,  and 
that  dcme,  the  sales  will  go  aa  for  money,  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  no  doubt,  for  the  payment  of  our  foreign  debt. 
The  petite  guerre  always  waged  by  the  Indians,  seems 
not .  to  abate  the  ardor  of  purchase  or  emigration. 
Kentucky  is  now  counted  at  sixty  thousand.  Frankland 
is  also  growmg  fast. 

I  have  been  told;  that  the  cuttbg  through  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  which  the  world  has  so  often  wished,  and 
supposed  practicable,  has  at  times  been  thought  of  by  the 
Government  of  Spun,  and  that  they  once  proceeded  so 
far  as  to  have  a  survey  and  esamina^n  made  of  the 
ground;  but  that  the  result  was,  either  impracticability 
or  too  great  difficulty.  Probably  the  Count  de  Campo- 
manes  or  Don  UUoa,  can  give  you  information  on  this 
head.     I  should  he  exceedingly  pleased  to  get  as  minute 
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details  as  possdble  on  it,  and  even  copies  of  the  survey,  re* 
porl,  &c.  if  they  could  be  obtained  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense. I  take  the  liberty  of  -astSng  your  assistanee  hi 
this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  CCc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FEOM   THOMAS    JErfEKSon    TO  JORM   iDAHS. 

Paris,  December  12,  1787. 
Dear  Sir, 
■  In  tiie  month  of  July,  I  received  from  Fiseaus  8t  Co. 
of  Amsterdam,  a  letter  notifying  me  that  the  principal  of 
thar  loan'to  the  United  States,  would  become  due  the 
first  day  of  January.  I  answered  them,  that  I  had  nei- 
ttier  powers  nor  information  on  the  subject,  but  woiild 
transmit  their  letter  to  the  Board  of  Treasury.  1  did  so, 
by  the  pacltet  which  sailed  from  Havre,  August  tfce  lOth. 
The  eirliest  answer  possible,  would  have  been  by  the 
packet  which'  arrived  at  Havre  three  or  four  days  agol 
But  by  her  I  do  not  receive  the  scrip  of  a  pen  from  any 
body.  This  makes  me  suppose  my  letters  were  commit- 
ted to  Paul  Jones,  who  was  to  sail  a  week  after  the  de- 
partBire  of  the  packet ;  'and  that  possibly  he  may  be  the 
bearer  of  orders  from  the  Treasury  to'  pay  Fiseaux's 
loan,  with  the  money  you  borrowed.  But  it  is  also  pos- 
sible, he  may  bring  no  ordet  on  the  subject.  The 
slowness  WitH  which  measures  are  adopted  on  our  side 
the  water,  does  not  permit  us  to  count  on  punctual  an- 
swers ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  renders  it  necessary  for  us 
to  suppose,  in  the  present  case,  that  no  orders  will  arrive 
Vol. 
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in  ^e,  '  and  to  coasiiei  whether  any  thing,  and 
what,  should  be  done?  As  it  may  be  found  expedi- 
ent to  .tntnafer  all  our  foreign  debts  to  Holland,  by 
borrowing  there,  and  ea  it  may  always  be  pnidoit 
to  preserve  a  good  credit  in  that  -country,  because 
we  may  be  forced  into  wars,  whether  we  mil  or  not. 
I  should  suppose  it  very  imprudent  to  suffer  our  credit  to 
be  annihilated,  for  so  snull  a  sum  as  fifiy-one  thousand 
guilders.  The  injury  will  be  greater  too,  in  proporUon 
to  the  sniallness  of  the  sum ;  Eat  they  will  ask,  "  bow 
can  a  people  be  trusted  for  lai^  sums,  who  break  their 
foith  for  such  small  ones?"  You  know  best  what  e&ct 
it  will  have  on  the  minds  of  the  money  lenders  <^  that 
country,  should  we  fail  in  this  payment.  You  know  best 
solely,  whether  it  is  practicable  and  prudent  forus,  to  have 
this  debt  paid  without  orders.  I  refer  the  matter,  there- 
fore, wholly  to  your  consideration,  willing  to  participate 
with  you  m  any  risk,  and  any  responsibility,  which  may 
arise.  I  think  it  one  of  those  cases  where  it  is  a  duly  to 
risk  one's  self.  You  will  perc^ve,  by  the  enclosed,  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  answer,  and  that,  if  you  think 
any  thing  can  and  should  be  done,  all  the  neces- 
sary authorities  frcHn  you  should  accompany  your  let- 
ter. In  the  meantime,  should  I  receive  any  orders  from 
the  IVeasury,  by  Paul  Jones,  I  will  pursue  them,  and 
consider  whatever  you  shall  have  proposed  or  done,  as 
non  avenue. 

I  am,  with  much  afiectioD,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FBOH  THOlUa  JETritBSOH  TO  JiJlES  UAtH$a«. 

Pub,  Deotndwr  SO,  1767. 
Dear  Sir, 
My  last  to  jou  was  of  October  the  8th  by  the  Connt 
de  Moustier.  Yours  of  July  the  I8th,  September  the 
6tb,  and  October  the  95th,  were  successively  received, 
yesterday,  the  day  before,  and  three  or  four  days  before 
that.  I  have  only  had  time  to  read  the  letters;  thepiint- 
ed  papers  communicated  with  them,  however  ioteresting, 
bebg  obliged  to  lie  over,  till  I  finish  my  despatches  for 
the  packet,  which  despatches  must  go  fiwn  hence  the 
day  B&er  to-morrow.  I  have  much  to  thank  you  jbr, 
first  and  most  for  the  cyphered  paragraph  respecting  my- 
self. These  little  informations  are  very  material  towards 
forming  my  own  decisions.  I  would  be  ^ad  even  to  know 
when  any  individual  member  thinks  I  have  gcme  wrong  in 
any  instance.  If  I  know  myself,  it  would  not  excite  ill 
blood  in  me,  while  it  would  assist  to  guide  my  conduct, 
perhaps,  to  justify  it,  and  to  keep  me  to  my  duty,  alert. 
I  must  thank  you  too,  for  the  mformation  in  Thomas 
Burk's  case ;  thoi^b  you  will  have  found  by  a  subse- 
quent tetter,  that  1  have  asked  of  you  a  fortfaer  mvesd- 
gation  of  that  matter.  It  is  to  gratify  the  lady  who  is  at 
the  head  of  the  convent  whwein  my  daughters  are,  and 
who  by  her  attachment  and  attwdon  to  them,  lays  me 
under  great  obligations.  I  shall  hope,  therefore,  still  lo 
receive  Irom  you  the  result  of  all  the  Airtiier  inquiries, 
my  second  letter  had  asked.  The  parcel  of  rice,  whfch 
you  mfimned  me  had  miscarried,  accompuited  my  letter 
to  the  delegates  of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Bourgoin  was 
to  be  the  bearer  of  both,  and  both'were  delivered  to- 
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gether  into  the  bands  of  his  relation  here,  who  introduced 
him  to  nW,  aAd  wb«  ar  a  9e4»s^iieiil  racttteat,  mdettook 
to  convey  tfaentlO' Mil  Bourgoin.  This  person  was  an 
engraver,  particularly  recommended  to  Dc-  Fiavklin  and 
Me.  HopkiD^pti.  Ppriiapa  heigaaj^  btwe  mial^d  the  li^le 
pw^eldf  ijtfB  -ftmopg  Us  ba^flge. .  I  any  much  .pleased, 
that  (be  sal»oi'wW«n]  lauds  jstp.soccesefiil.  I  hop^. 
Ibpy  will  dbsoch  aU  Ui«  certificate  of  our  d<HneEtic  deb^ 
speedi^i'intb^fimtplaoe,  ajid..tbattheq,.Qfferedrorcasb,| 
th^y  wjll  :4o  tb^  aaime  Vy  otii  foreigi^oDeSr 
>  7he  BMsofif  ac^itting  of  opexfltione  ia  (be  cabinet, 
Ui4  those  bei«g,ifl  a.  great  nieasure  sectet,  I  haye  little, 
tp  Qll-^  letter.  :  ]  will]. thereat,  make  up,^dde6oiency, 
by  ^dd^g  a  {ew.wocds  on: the  coastiuition  proposed  by 

■  Hike  muob  tlw  general  iijea  of  framing  a  government^ 
vihich  would  go.oa  of  itself,  p^acettbly,  without  ueediuj^ 
qoptimi^L  i^Qurrwce.  to  the  ^mo  legi^tures.  1  like. 
thS'  OEgwiiKatioB  of  (1)6!  govemmeot'  ultD  le^slative,,  j|i- 
dioiary  aad  ejcecu(iv«^  1  like  the  power  given  the  le^Sr 
btuie'tp  l^vy  taxes,  aitdfor  that  reason  solely,  1  approvq 
of  lb?  greater  Itqusebcuig  cUoseaby  the  peopto-  f])-> 
Tap^jt:  Foil,  tboitgh  I  thi^  a  bowe  isa  c^ose«>  wil)  b« 
teiy  far  inlerioE:  to  ttte  preeem  Copgresq,  wi|l  bei  y^iy 
^  qut^fiedto  Isgi^afe  for  theUnifm,  iot-  foctign  n^r 
tievS]  Sac.  y«j  this  erilikjes  sot  w^igh  ag«ii#t  the  gootV 
of  preserviog  ii^viel^tQ  'Hm-.  f^ndam^Q^'  priaeiple,  di«t 
^Q  people  are  not  to  ibe  tas;ed,  but  by  repdresentstiv^ 
Qboaeo  iBip^ediaiely  by  thiemselves.  law  captivated  by 
tjb^j  coiopromies  of  the  oppoate  claims  of  ^  g^eac  aod 
littj^  Sutes,  lof  the  latter  Coequal,  and  the  fornier  (» 
pfoport^el.  influencje.    I  ani  much  pleased,  too^  wii^- 
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tbcsabatitutioji  of  the  method  of  votieg  by  getssm, 
instead  of  t)iat  ttf  voting  tiy  States ;  and  1  like  tlie  ne- 
gative'gives  to  the  executive,  eofigototly  witll  a  third  of 
either  house;  though  i. should  have  tikeditbettar,  bad' 
the  judiciary  heea  aasocieted  for  that  purpose,  or  imiest-- 
ed  Espaiately  with  a  similar  .power.  There  ate  oAflti 
good  things  of  less  moment.  Iwill  notv  ttilL  you  what  I' 
do  not  like.  First,  tiie  omission  of  a  bill  of  rights,  > 
providing  dearly,,  and  withiHit  the  aid  of  schism,  for 
freedom  of  religion,  freedooi  of  the  'press,  pFoteetion 
ngaiosc  standing 'amies,  reSlrtttion  against  mmopolies, 
tjie  eternal  and  unreiniliitig  force  of  the  habeas  corpus' 
lawe,  and  trials  by  jury  in  all  mautiis  of  fact  triafale  by 
the  I4WB  of  the- land,  and  , not  by  the  lam  of.DatioBS^. 
To  say,  as  Mr.  Wilson  iloas,  that  a  bill  of  rights  wafi> 
not  necessary,  beoause  all  is  reserved  ax  the  case  of  ihb 
geoeial  gi>varaqieat,  which  is  not  givea,  while  hi  tbe 
paUJoular  ones,  eit  is.  given  whioh  is  not  resetced^  might, 
do  foe  the  audiemje  to  w^h  it  was  addrested,  but  it  isi 
sillily  a  gratia  dictum,  the  reverse  qf  which  might  juab 
^  well  b^  said ;  and  it  is  opposed  by  suong  infenenoes; 
frow  the  body  of  .the  instrument,  as  well  aairNntlsej 
QKisfion  of  the  clause  of  our  present  ooDfederatiDBy 
whiah  had  made  (he  Eeservabon  in  express  terms.  It 
waif  bard  to  coDBlnda,  beqause  idiere  has  been  a  want  o£ 
uiD^donoity  among  the  States,  as  w  the  oases  triaUe  by> 
jury,  Iteoave'  some  have  been  so  incautious  as  to  dia* 
pense  with  thi»  mods  of  tual  ta  ceilMO  oases,  therefoiey 
tb«  more  piwdent  States'  shall  be  reduced  to  the  same 
lev^  of  oahuauty.  IbwouU  have  beea  muoh  mofe  just 
andwiaie  to  have  cffiutluded  by  tbe  other  way,  that  asi 
fflflst  ot  the    Saoea  iani  preatwed  with  jeaikiuiy  this 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


3S0  THOMAS  /BPFBItSOM— JOHN  JAT. 

sacred  paUadium  of  liberty,  those  which  had  wandered, 
should  be  brought  hack  to  it ;  aod  to  have  establided 
geona]  right  rather  than  geoeral  mxmg.  For,  I  con- 
fdder  all  the  ill  as  estabhsfaed,  which  may  be  established. 
I  have  a  right  to  nothing,  which  another  has  a  right  to 
take  away ;  and  Congress  will  have  a  right  to  take  away 
trials  by  jury  in  all  civil  cases.  Let  me  add,  that  a  haS 
of  rights  is  what  the  people  are  enuded  to  agamst  every 
government  00  ^rth,  general  or  particular,  and  which  no 
just  government  should  refiise,  or  rest  on  inference. 

The  second  feature  I  dislike,  and  strongly  dislike,  is 
the  ahandooment,  in  every  instance,  of  the  principle  of 
rotation  in  office,  and  most  particularly  in  the  case  of  the 
President.  Reason  and  experience  tetl  us,  that  the  first 
magistrate  will  always  be  re-elected,  if  he  may  he  re- 
elected. He  is  then  an  officer  >  fot- '  life.  This  once  ob- 
served, it  becomes  of  so  much  coosequeoce  to  certain  na- 
tions, to  have  a  fiiend  or  a  foe  at  the  bead  of  ouraffiiiis, 
that  they  will  mterfere  vlith  mooey  and  with  arms.  A 
Galloman  or  an  Anglonian,  will '  be  supported  by  the  na- 
tion he  befriends.  If  once  elected,  and  at  a  second  or 
third  election  out  voted  by  one  or  two  votes,  he  will  pre- 
tend felse  votes,  foul  play,  hold  possession  of  the  r^ns 
of  Government,  be  supported  by  the  States  voting  for 
him,  especially  if  tbey  be  the  central  ones,  lying  in  a 
compact  body  themselves,  and  separating  their  opponetits; 
and  they  vdll  be  aided  by  cme  nation  in  Europe,  wlule 
the  majority  are  aided  by  another.  The  election  of  a 
President  of  America,  some  years  hence,  will  be  mu^ 
more  interesting  to  certain  nations  of  Euic^,  than  ever 
the  election  of  a  Kmg  of  Poland  was.  Reflect  on  all 
tbetnstances  in  history,  ancient  and  modem,  of  the  elec-' 
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live  monaicbies,  and  sty,  if  they  do  not  give  feundstion 
for  my  fears ;  the  Roman  Empeius,  the  Popes  wtule 
they  were  of  any  importaoce,  the  Goiman  Emperors  till 
they  became  hereditary  in  practice,  the  Kings  of  Poland, 
the  Days  of  the  Ottoman  dependentues.  It  may  be  sud 
that  if  elections  are  to  be  attended  with  these  disorders, 
the  less  frequently  they  are  repeated  the  better.  But 
experience  aays,  that  to  free  them  from  disorder,  they 
must  be  rendered  le^  interesting  by  s  necessity  of  change. 
No  fixeign  power,  nor  domestic  party,  will  waste  their 
blood  and  money  to  elect  a  person  who  must  go  out  at 
the  end  of  a  short  period.  The  power  of  removing  erery 
fourth  year  by  the  vote  of  the  people,  is  a  povrer  which 
they  will  not  exercise,  and  if  they  were  disposed  to  ex- 
ercise it,  they  would  not  be  permitted.  Tbe  King  of 
Poland  is  removable  every  day  by  the  Diet,  but  they 
never  remove  him.  ffor  would  Russia,  the  Emperor, 
£cc.  permit  them  to  do  it.  Smaller  objections  are,  tbe 
appeals  on  matters  of  feet  as  well  as  law ;  and  the  bind- 
ing all  persons,  l^islarive,  executive  and  judiciary,  by 
oath,  to  mamtfun  that  constitution.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
dedde,  what  would  be  the  best  method  of  procuring  the 
establishment  of  the  manifold  good  thbgs  in  this  contita- 
rion,  and  of  getting  rid  of  the  bad.  Whether  by 
adopting  it  in  hopes  q£  fiiture  amendments ;  or,  alter 
it  shall  have  been  only  woghed  and  canvassed  by  the 
people,  after  seeing  the  parts  tbey  generally  dislike,  and 
those  they  generally  approve,  to  say  to  them,  "  We  see 
mw  what  you  wish.  You  are  willing  to  give  to  your  fed- 
eral Govermnent  such  and  such  powers,  but  you  wish,  at 
tbe  same  time,  to  have  such  and  such  Hindamental  rights 
secured  to  you,  and  certain  sources  of  convulsion  taken 
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wtmf.  '  Be  it  so.  Send  togatbet  your  deputios  ageio. 
IjBt  them  establish  jovti  Hmdanental  right?  by  a  kkto- 
tanet  dedBradon,  and  let  thGia  pus  tbe  parts  of  the  con- 
aihhxttioa  you  have  approrad.  Thase  will  give  powers 
to  your  federal  Oovemment  sufficient  for  yeur  htppi- 
ness." 

This  is  what  might  foe  said,  and  Would  probably  pro* 
duce  a  speedy,  niors  perfect,  and  tnore  penntment  ftnn 
of  government.  At  all  events,  i  hope  you  will  not  be 
discotmiged  from  mddng  otb^  tnab,  if  the  present  one 
riiould  ftil.  We  are  never  permitted  to  despairof  the 
Commonweal^.  I  have  thus  ttdd  you  freely  which  I 
Kke,  and  what  I  'di^ibe,  merely  as  a  matter  of  clukaty; 
for  I  kiiov  it  is  not  in  my'  power  to  o^r  mattev  of  infor- 
«B3tion  to  your  judgment,  wUeh  httsbeea  formed  after 
faearii^  and  weighing  every  thing  which  the  wisdom  of 
man  couldofier  on  these  sul^ects,  1  otfn  1  am  not  a  fiieod 
to  a  VOTy  enei^etic  government.  It  is  always  oppresdVe. 
It  pkoes  the  governors  indeed  more  at  ectse,  at  the  ex- 
penseof  the  petite.  The  late-  rebeltion  in  Mssstte^ 
fletts  has  given  more  alarm,  than  I  think  rt  ^ouk}  have 
dene.'^  Calcukte  that  one-rebellioti  ia  thirteen  States  m 
the  course  of  el0T«ti  yeata,  is  bat  one  for  each  State  in  i 
century  tmi-  a  half.  No  coimtry  shotfM  he  as  long  with- 
out  one.  Hot  will  any  degree  of  power  in  the  hands  of 
^vemmeat,  freve/ax  insuirection.  {«  England,  where  the 
band  of  powevis  heavier  than  *ith  us,  there  are  seldmn 
liaif  a  dozen  years  without  an  insurrection.  In  Frande, 
where  it  is  still  heavier,  but  less  despotic,  as  Montesquieu 
■apposes,  than  In  some  ol4ier  eouiitries,  and  where  there 
are  dway*  two  or  three  hundred  thoogand  men  ready  to 
□rusb  in«nTe(4ion9,  there  have  been  three  in  the  course 
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of  the  three  years  t  have  beeo  here,  in  every  one  of 
which  greater  □umbeTS|  were  engaged  than  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  a  great  deal  more  blood  spilt.  In  Turkey, 
where  the  sole  nod  of  the  despot  is  death,  insurrections 
are  the  events  of  every  day.  Ck>mpare  again  the  fero- 
cious depredationa  of  their  insurgents,  with  the  order,  the 
moderation  and  the  almost  self-extinguishment  of  ours. 
And  say,  finally,  whether  peace  is  best  preserved  by  giv- 
ing energy  to  the  government,  or  information  to  the  peo- 
ple. This  last  is  the  most  certain  and  the  most  le^ti- 
mate  en^e  of  government.  Educate  and  inform  the 
whole  mass  of  the  people.  Enable  them  to  see  that  it  is 
theii  interest  to  preserve  peace  and  order,  and  they  will 
preserve  them.  And  it  requires  no  very  high  degree  of 
education  to  convince  them  of  this.  They  are  the  only 
sure  reliance  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberty.  Mtet 
all,  it  is  my  principle  that  the  will  of  the  majority  should 
prevail.  If  they  approve  the  proposed  constitution  in  all 
its  parts,  I  shall  concur  in  it  cheerfully,  in  hopes  they  will 
amend  it,  whenever  they  shall  find  it  works  wnmg.  This 
reliance  cannot  deceive  us,  as  long  as  we  remain  virtuous; 
and  I  think  we  shall  be  so,  as  long  as  agriculture  is  oar 
principal  object,  which  will  be  the  case,  while  there  re- 
main vacant  lands  in  any  part  of  America.  When  we 
get  piled  upon  one  another  in  large  cities,  as  in  Europe, 
we  shall  become  corrupt  as  in  Europe,  and  go  to  eating 
me  another  as  they  do  there.  I  have  tired  you  by  this 
time  with  disquisitions  which  you  have  already  heard  re- 
peated by  odiers,  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  times ;  and 
therefore  shall  only  add  assurances  of  the  esteem  and  at- 
tachment with  which,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
Vol.  HI — 45 
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P.  S.  The  instability  of  our  laws  is  really  an  immense 
evil.  I  tlibk  it  would  be  well  to  provide  in  our  constitu- 
tioD3,.thBt  there  shall  always  be  a  twelve  moDth  between 
the  engrossiiig  a  bill  and  passing  it ;  that  it'  should  then 
be  offered  to  its  passage  without  changing  a  word :  and 
that  if  circumstances  should  he  thought  to  require  a 
speedier  passage,  it  should  take  two  thirds  of  both  bouses 
instead  of  a  bare  majority. 


FROH   THOMAS   JXFFERSON   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  December  31,  irST. 
Sir, 
Siac«  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  Monsieur  de  Ca- 
lonne,  of  October  the  32nd,  1786,  I  have  several  Utoes 
had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  you,  that  I  was  endea- 
voring to  get  the  substance  of  that  letter  reduced  into  an 
mrii,  whicb,  instead  of  being  revocable  by  a  single  letter 
(rf  a  Comptroller  Genentl,  would  require  an  arrit  to 
repeal  or  alter  it,  and  of  course  must  be  discussed  in 
full  council,  and  so  give  due  tune  to  prevent  it.  This 
has  been  pressed  as  much  as  it  could  be  with  prudence. 
One  cause  of  delay  has  been,  the  frequent  changes  of 
the  Comptroller  General ;  as  we  bad  always  our  whole 
work  to  be^  agoiii]  with  every  new  one.  Monsieur 
Lamheit's  condnuance  in  office  for  some  months,  has 
enabled  us,  at  length,  to  get  through  the  business^  and  I 
have  just  received  from  him  a  tetter,  and  the  arrit  duly 
authenticated  ;  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a 
number  of  printed  copies.  You  will  find,  that  the  seve- 
ral altetations  and  additions  are  made,  which,  on  my 
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visit  to  the  sea  ports,  I  had  found  to  be  necessary,  and 
which  my  letters  of  June  the  31st,  and  Aagust  the  6tb, 
parUcularly  menlioDed  to  you.  Besides  these,  we  have 
obttuned  some  new  articles  of  value,  for  which  openings 
arose  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation.  I  say  we  have 
done  it,  because  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  gone 
hand  in  hand  with  me  through  this  bus'mess,  and  has 
been  a  most  invaluable  aid.  I  lake  the  liberty  of  making 
some  observations  on  the  articles  of  the  arret,  severally, 
for  their  explanation,  as  well  as  for  the  information  of 
Congress. 

Abticlb  t.  In  the  course  of  our  conferences  with  the 
Comptroller  General,  we  had  prevailed  on  him  to  pass 
this  article  with  a  suppression  of  all  duty.  When  he 
reported  the  arrit,  however,  to  the  Council,  this  sup- 
pression was  objected  to,  and  it  was  insisted  to  re-estab- 
lish the  duties  of  seven  livres  and  ten  sous,  and  of  ten 
sous  the  livre  reserved  in  the  letter  of  M.  de  Calonne. 
The  passage  of  the  arrSt  was  stopped,  and  the  difficulty 
communicated  to  me.  I  urged  every  thing  I  could,  in 
letters  and  in  conferences,  to  convince  them  that  whale 
oil  could  bear  no  duty  at  all.  That  if  the  duty  fell 
on  the  consumer,  he  would  choose  to  buy  vegetable 
dls ;  if  on  the  fisherman,  he  could  no  longer  live  by  his 
calling,  remaining  in  his  own  country,  and  that  if  he 
quitted  his  own  country,  the  circumstances  of  vicinity, 
sameness  of  language,  laws,  religion,  and  manneia,  and 
perhaps  the  ties  of  kindred  would  draw  him  to  Nova 
Scotia,  in  spite  of  every  encouragement  which  could  be 
g^ven  at  Dunkirk ;  and  that  thus,  those  fishermen  would 
be  shifted  out  of  a  scale  friendly  to  Fiance,  into  one 
always  hostile.     Nothing,  however,  could  prevail.     It 
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huDg  on  this  article  alooe,  for  two  months,  during  which 
we  risked  the  total  loss  of  the  arrit,  on  the  stability  in 
office  of  Mon^euF  Lambert,  for,  if  he  had  ,gone  out,  his 
successor  might  be  less  favorable ;  and  if  Monsieur 
Necker  were  the  successor,  we  might  lose  the  whole,  as 
he  never  set  any  store  by  us,  or  the  connexion  with  us. 
About  ten  days  ago,  it  became  uujveisally  believed  that 
Monsieur  Lambert  was  to  go  out  immediatdy.  I,  there- 
fore declined  further  insisting  on  the  total  supptesiioD, 
aod  desired  the  arret  might  pass,  having  the  duties  on 
whale  oil,  as  Monsieur  de  Calonne  had  promised  them ; 
but  with  a  leserva^on,  which  may  countenance  our  bring- 
ing on  this  matter  again,  at  a  more  fhvorable  moment. 

Abticlz  II.  The  other  fisheries  are  placed  in  ft  sepa- 
rate article,  because,  whatever  encouragement  we  may 
hereafter  obtain  for  whale  oils,  they  will  not  be  extended 
to  those  which  their  own  fisheries  produce. 

Abticle  III.  A  oooppany  had  silently,  and  by  un&ir 
means,  obtiuned  a  monopoly  for  the  maldng  and  selling 
spermaceti  candles ;  as  sooit  as  we  discovered  it,  we  so- 
licited its  suppression,  which  is  efiected  by  this  clause. 

Abticls  rv.  The  dbty  of  an  eighth  per  cent  is  merely 
to  ohl^e  the  masters  of  vessels  to  enter  their  cargoes, 
for  the  infbrmatian  of  govemment;  vnthout  mducing 
them  to  attempt  to  smuggle. 

Abticlc  VI.  Tar,  pitch  and  turpentine,  of  America, 
coming  meompetidon  with  the  seme  articles  produced  is 
the  south  west^n  parts  of  France,  we  could  obtain  no 
greater  reduction,  than  two  and  a  Imlf  per  cent .  The  du- 
ties bief(»e,  were  from  four  to  ^  times  that  aioount. 

AbtiOle  x.  The  ri^t  of  entrepiU,  given  by  this 
article,  is  almost  the  same  thing  as  making  all  their  poett 
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liree  ports  for  us.  The  ships  are,  indeed,  subject  to  be 
virited,  and  the  cargoes  must  be  teponed  in  ports  of 
eiUrep&t,  which  need  not  be  done  in  the  free  ports.  But 
the  commuoicatioD  between  the  entrepot  and  the  countiy, 
is  not  inteiTupted  by  continual  search  of  all  persons  pas»- 
mg  bto  the  country,  which  has  proved  eo  troublesome  to 
the  inhabitants  of  our  free  ports,  as  that  a  considerable 
proportion  of  them  have  ^bhed  to  give  back  the  privi- 
lege of  their  lieedom. 

Abticle  XIII.  This  article  gives  us  the  privileges  and 
advantages  of  native  subjects,  in  all  their  possessions  in 
Asia,  and  in  the  scales  leading  thereto.  This  ezpressi<»i 
means,  at  present,  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  and 
will  include  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  should  any  fiiture 
events  put  it  into  the  hands  of  France.  It  is  with  a  view 
to  this,  that  I  proposed  the  expression  ;  because  we  were 
then  in  hourly  expectation  of  a  war,  and  it  was  su^ected 
that  France  would  take  possession  of  that  place.  It  will, 
in  no  case,  be  considered  as  including  any  thing  westward 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  I  must  observe  iiirther,  on 
this  article,  that  it  will  only  become  valuable  on  the  sup- 
pression of  the  East  India  Company  ;  because,  as  ItHig 
as  their  monopoly  continues,  even  native  subjects  cannot 
enter  tiisit  A^tic  ports,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce. 

It  is  considered,  however,  as  certain,  that  thb  Compa- 
ny will  be  immediately  suppressed. 

The  article  of  tobacco  could  not  be  introduced  mto  the 
arrit,  because  it  was  necessary  to  consider  the  Farmers 
Genraal  aa  parties  to  diU  anangoment.  It  rests,  there- 
fete,  of  necessity,  on  the  basis  of  a  letter  only.  You 
will  peroave  t|iat  tlus  is  nothing  more  than  a  cootiouaticm 
of  the  order  of  Bemis,  only  leaving  the  prices  unfixed ; 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


3S8  THOIUS  JEFFEBSON-JOHN  JAY. 

and  like  that,  it  wiil  require  a  constant  and  rexatious  at- 
tention to  have  its  execution  enforced. 

llie  States  wlucb  hare  much  to  carry,  and  few  carriers, 
will  obserre,  perhaps,  that  the  beneSts  of  these  regula- 
tions are  scunewhat  narrowed,  by  confining  them  to  articles 
brought  hither  in  French  or  American  bottoms.  But 
they  will  consider,  that  nothing  in  those  lastrumenls 
moves  from  us.  The  advantages  they  hold  out,  are  all 
given  by  this  country  to  us,  and  the  givers  will  modify 
their  gifts  as  they  please.  I  suppose  it  to  be  a  deter- 
mined principle  of  this  Court,  not  to  suffer  our  carrying 
bu»ness,  so  far  as  their  consumption  of  our  coramodiries 
extends,  to  become  a  nursery  for  Briusb  seamen.  Nor 
would  this,  perhaps,  be  advantageous  to  us,  considering 
the  dispositions  of  the  two  naUons  towards  us.  The  pre- 
ference which  our  shipping  will  obtain  on  this  account, 
may  counterpoise  the  discouragements  it  experiences, 
from  the  dangers  of  the  Barbary  Sutes.  Nor  is  the  idea 
unpleasing,  which  shews  itself  in  various  parts  of  these 
papers,  of  naturalizing  American  bottoms,  and  American 
citizens  in  France  and  in  its  foreign  possessions.  Once 
established  here,  and  in  their  eastern  settlements,  they 
may  revolt  less  at  the  proposition  to  extend  it  to  those 
westward.  They  are  not  yet  however  at  that  point ;  we 
must  be  contented  to  go  towards  it  a  step  at  a  dme,  and 
trust  to  iiiture  events,  for  hastening  our  progress. 

With  respect  to  the  alliance  between  this  and  the  two 
Impend  Courts  nothing  certain  transpires.  We  are  ena- 
bled to  conjecture  its  progress  only  from  facts  which  now 
and  then  show  themselves.  The  following  may  be  con- 
sidered as  indications  of  it.  1st.  The  Emperor  has  made 
an  attempt  to  surprise  Belgrade.    The  attempt  failed, 
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but  will  aetre  to  pIUDge  him  into  the  war,  and  to  shavr 
that  he  had  assumed  the  character  of  mediator  only  to 
enable  himself  to  gain  some  advantage  by  surprize.  9nd. 
The  mediadoD  of  France  is  probably  at  an  end]  and  thar 
abandonment  of  the  Turks  agreed  on ;  because  they  hare 
secretly  ordered  their  officers  to  quit  the  Turkish  service. 
This  &ct  is  known  to  but  few,  and  not  intended  to  be 
known,  but  I  thmk  it  certain.  3rd.  To  the  offer  of  me- 
diation lately  made  by  England  and  Pius»a,  the  Court  of 
Petersburg  answered,  that  having  declined  the  mediation 
of  a  fiiendly  power,  (France)  she  could  not  accept  that 
of  two  Courts,  with  whose  dispositions,  she  bad  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied.  4th.  The  States  General  are  said  to 
have  instructed  their  Ambassador  here,  lately,  to  ask  of 
M.  de  Montmorin,  whether  the  inquiry  had  been  made, 
which  they  had  formerly  desired ;  "by  what  authority  the 
French  Engineers  had  been  placed  in  the  service  of  HoU 
-land?"  And  that  he  answered  that  the  inquiry  had  not 
been  made  nor  should  be  made.  Thot^  I  do  not  consi- 
der the  channel  through  which  I  get  this  fact,  as  abso- 
lutely sure,  yet  it  is  so  respectable  that  I  give  credit  to  it 
m^elf.  8th.  The  King  of  Prussia  is  withdrawing  his 
troops  &om  Holland.  Should  the  alliance  shew  itself,  it 
would  seem  that  France,  thus  strengthened,  might  dic- 
tate the  re-establishment  of  the  affikirs  of  Holland  m  her 
own  form.  For  it  is  not  conceivable,  that  Prussia  would 
dare  to  move,  nor  that  England  would  alone  undertake 
such  a  war,  and  for  such  a  purpose.  She  appears,  in- 
deed, triumphant  at  present;  but  the  question  is  who  will 
triumph  at  last! 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.Dumas,  I  receiv- 
ed one  from  him  myself,  wherdn  he  assures  me,  that  no  dif- 
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fficbldes  shall  be  produced,  by  what  he  suggested  relative 
to  hiB  roisaion  to  Brussels.  The  Gazettes  of  France  and 
Leyden  to  thii  date,  acfionapany  this  letter,  wluch  with 
the  several  papers  put  uader  your  cover,  I  shall  send 
to  Mr.  Limozin,  our  ageot  at  Havre,  to  be  forwarded  by 
the  Juno,  Capt.  Jenkins,  which  sails  from  that  port  for 
New  York,  on  the  3rd  of  January. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEPrERBOH   TO     LE    COMTX    BERNSTORFF, 
MINISTER   OF    FORBION    AFFAIRS,   COPENHAGEN. 

Fara,  Juiiiuy  31,  17SB. 
Sir, 
I  am  instructed'  by  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  to  bring  again  under  the  coisiden- 
tioo  t^  his  Majesty,  the  King  of  DeifinaA,  and  of  his 
Ministers^  the  case  of  the  three  prizes  taken  from  the 
English  during  the  late  war,  by  an  American  squadron 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Paul  Jones,  put  into 
Bei^n  in  distress,  there  rescued  Jrom  our  possflssioD  by- 
orders  from  the  Court  of  Denmark,  and  delivered  back 
to  the  English.  Dr.  Franklb,  then  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  Versailles, 
had  the  honor  of  making  applications  to  the  Court  of 
Denmark,  for  a  just  indemiu6oation  to^e  persons  intn^ 
ested,  and  particularly  by  a  letter  of  the  33nd  of  Decem- 
ber, 1719,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  h«ior  of  enclosing 
lor  your  Excellency.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  sum 
of  ten  theiisand  pounds  was  proposed  to  him,  as  an  in- 
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demitificatioQ,  through  the  Baron  de  Walterstorff,  then  at 
Paris.  The  depanure  of  both  those  gentlemen  from  this 
place,  soon  after,  occasioned  an  intermission  in  the  cor- 
respondence on  this  subject.  But  the  United  States  cott- 
ttnue  to  be  very  sensibly  afibcted  by  this  delivery  of  their 
prizes  to  Great  Britain,  and  the  more  so,  as  no  part  of 
their  conduct  had  forfeited  their  claim  to  those  rights  of 
hospitality,  which  civilized  nations  extend  to  each  other. 
Not  only  a  sense  of  justice  due  to  the  indinduals  inter- 
ested in  those  prizes,  but  also  an  earnest  desire  that  no 
subject  of  discontent  may  check  the  cultivation  and  pro- 
gress of  that  friendship,  which  they  wish  may  subsist  and 
increase  between  the  two  countries,  prompts  them  to  re- 
mind his  Majesty  of  the  transaction  in  question ;  and 
they  Batter  themselves,  that  his  Majesty  will  concur  with 
them  in  thinking,  that  as  restitution  of  the  prizes  is  not 
practicable,  it  is  reasonable  and  just  that  he  should  ren- 
der, and  that  they  should  accept,  a  compensation  equiva- 
lent to  the  value  of  them.  And  the  same  principles  of 
justice  toward  the  parties,  and  of  amity  to  the  United 
States,  winch  influenced  the  breast  of  his  Majesty  to 
make,  through  the  Baron  de  Walterstorff,  the  propoaition 
of  a  panJcular  sum,  mil  surely  lead  him  to  restore  their 
Aill  value,  if  that  were  greater,  as  is  believed,  than  the 
sum  proposed.  In  order  to  obtain,  therefore,  a  final  ar- 
rangement of  this  demand,  Congress  have  authorized  me 
to  depute  a  special  agent  to  Copenhagen,  to  attend  the 
pleasure  of  his  Majesty.  No  agent  could  he  so  adequate 
to  this  business  as  the  Commodore  Paul  Jones,  who  com- 
manded the  squadron  whicb  took  the  prizes.  He  will, 
therefore,  have  the  honw  of  delivering  this  letter  to  your 
E^ellency,  in  person ;  of  giving  such  inf<Hmation  as  may 
Vol.  III.— 46 
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be  materisl,  relatife  to  the  wbt^  transaction  ;  of  cutei- 
ing  into  conrerences  for  its  final  a^ustment ;  Ewd  bang 
himself  principally  interested,  not  oa\y  in  his  own  right, 
but  as  the  natural  patron  of  those  who  fought  under  him, 
ffbatever  shall  be  saUsfactoiy  to  him,  will  have  a  gieat 
right  to  that  ultimate  approfaaticHi,  wlucb  Congress  hare 
been  pleased  to  confide  tome. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  bomage  of  that 
respect,  which  your  Qxalted  stalicMi,  talents  and  merit,  im- 
preiE,  as  well  as  those  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regkid, 
with  which  1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  ^c. 

TH :  JltfTERSON. 


TKOM   THOHAS   JUmBSON   TOUQBH  JAT. 

fuia,  Febrawy  5,  tTSB. 
Sir, 
The  ielter  of  December  12th,  which  Mr.  RmiBeD  did 
me  the  favor  to  write  me,  during  you;  indisposition,  has 
been  duly  reoeired ;  and  I  thaU  be  happy  to  hear  that 
the  uqsB  is  removed  which  deprived  me  at  thai  mom^it 
of  the  pleasure  of  hearing  fi«m  you  j  my  kst  wore  ttf 
the  Slat  and  31st  December.  I  am  afraid  that  my  i»T 
telligence  may  bare  appeared  sometimeB  to  coae  Iftte  to 
hand.  My  letten  by  ike  Couat  de  lioustier  Bu&red  by 
his  long  delay'  in  Brest  by  contrary  wiad^.  I^w^  too, 
which  be  carried  of  Octafaer  27th,  w^  paiuoululy  m 
teiesting,  as  it  enclosed  notice  of  the  paeifieatioa  betwces 
TnatsA  and  finglaadf^  My  letter  of  Deoepaber  31st,  by 
Oftpt.  Jenkias,  wnp^was  to  ban  suled  Jamiary  S,  waa 
detaiaed  wUtb  his  veswl  in  Havre  by  ooqtreiy  winds,  dll 
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hxmny  37th.  It  coanyed  the  arrit  and  letter  retire 
to  our  commerce,  vriiich  ffeie  interesting  dso.  On  ati- 
coiint  of  the  multitude  of  &lsehoods  always  cuirent  here, 
under  specious  appeamnoes,  I  am  (^ligod  to  be  slow  of 
belief,  but  ^riwoever  a  part  worth  communicating,  is  so 
tu  aulbenlicaled  «s  to  be  worthy  belief,  I  oever  ^1  to 
avail  myself  of  the  6ist  s:^e  opportunity  of  communicat- 
ing it  to  you. 

The  last  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  brig  Absoknia 
ftom  Rhode  Island,  having  re^establbhed  the  orthography 
of  the  advocate's  name  (Depeuty  instead  of  Depauty  as 
dw  first  letter  had  oiJled  him,)  I  have  found  hha  and  de- 
livered him  the  letters,  and  nofenclose  an  answer  fiwu 
turn  to  Messrs.  IX^ibam,  Ross,  and  Netvman.  No  rs- 
mu^Ue  cin^imstanoe  has  happened  in  the  political  af- 
fairs of  Europe  ^oe  my  last.  The  season  permits  little 
Bittivi^  between  the  TWks  and  Russians.  The  Empe* 
for,  since  the  muratuvte  to  surprise  Belgrade,  which 
failed,  bas  been  gatfaerkig  stre^h  Owards  that  qnarter, 
but  DO  open  net  of  btstility  bos  yet  taken  place.  Tbs 
principal  Mmister  here  seems  immoveably  p«ufic.  Tbeir 
kte  loan  is  filling  up  indeed,  but  with  subscriptions  only 
■et  cash;  this  comas  in  slowly  and  the  payments  yet  to  be 
made,  ar*  less  sure  than  oouH  be  wished.  I  am  assure 
they  oao  oblun  do  money  in  Holland.  The  negotiatioDt 
with  Russia  aad  Uie  Emperor  proceed,  but  they  proceed 
■lowly.  The  hopes  of  the  Dutch  patriots  are  just  k^ 
alive;  their  AiidnsBador  does  not  yet  retmn  to  the 
Hague.  The  PniasiaU  are  about  to  mthdraw  finn  Hol- 
land, and  to  be  replaced  by  Hessians  in  the  pay  of  the 
tepuUic.  The  beahb  of  the  principal  Miaister  here  is 
BO  few,  that  he  does  busmeee  with  nobody  but  the  King 
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and  Queen  and  the  Ministers ;  much  is  said  and  betierad 
of  his  retiring  from  office,  and  being  succeeded  bj  the 
Duke  de  Chatelet  j  but  I  do  not  believe  it  because  facts 
seem  to  evince  him  master  of  the  minds  both  of  the 
King  and  Queen.  The  bickerings  with  the  Pariiament 
continue.  I^e  'edict  for  the  favor  of  the  noD-cathoUcs 
has  at  length  passed.  You  will  see  a  copy  of  it  in  the 
gazettes ;  and  wonder  that  so  small  an  efibrt  of  conunon 
sense  could  have  excited  so  much  contradiction.  A  vio- 
Irat  oppontion  is  rused  against  the  arrit  for  the  encon- 
ragement  of  oui  commerce,  enclosed  in  my  last.  All  the 
chambers  of  commerce  have  remonstrated  agunst  it,  and 
the  Ministers  are  alannod.  The  Count  de  la  Luzerne  on 
whose  friendly  dispositions  it  was  supposed  we  nught  rely, 
does  not  manifest  any  partiahties  for  us.  The  instabiQty 
of  the  lews  in  this  country  are  such,  that  nomerchant  can 
venture  to  make  any  speculatioa  on  the  iaith  of  a  law. 
I  hope  however  that  no  material  alteration  will  be  per- 
mitted in  the  present  instance.  Therefore  I  should  think 
it  better  not  to  alarm  our  merchants  with  any  doubts 
about  the  continuance  of  it.  Commodore  Jones  set  off 
this  day  for  Copenhagen,  to  settle  the  demands  for  prize 
money  against  that  Court.  I  have  lately  seen  a  peiscm 
just  come  &om  Algiers,  who  knew  well  all  our  captives 
there.  Capt^  Coffin  is  dead  of  a  consumption,  two 
have  died  of  the  plague  and  one  of  the  small  pox.  He 
thinks  that  since  the  price  given  by  the  Spaniards  and 
Neapolitans  for  the  redemption  of  captives,  they  will 
never  sell  another  of  any  nation  for  lees  than  from  five  to 
six  hundred  sequins.  He  supposes  that  exclusively  of 
the  redemption  of  our  captives,  it  would  have  cost  us  a 
miUion  of  dollars  to  make  peace  when  Mr.  Lamb  anived 
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there.  The  SpaniardSjNeapoIitBiiB  and  Portuguese  were 
then  all  sueing  for  peace.  Thia  has  increased  excesnre- 
ly  the  pride  of  those  pirates.  As  socxi  as  money  is  pro- 
vided, I  shall  set  the  busiaess  of  redemption  a  foot.  This 
letter  goes  by  post.  The  gazettes  to  this  day  are  enclosed. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  fiic. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOM  THOKAS   JETrEBSOH   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Anuterdun,  March  13,  17SB. 
Sir, 
Mr.  Adams  having  announced  to  our  bankers  here  his 
approaching  departure  from  Europe,  and  referred  them 
to  me  for  counsel  on  our  affiiirs  in  their  bands,  tbey  sent 
me  a  state  of  them,  and  of  the  difficulties  which  were 
pressing  at  the  moment,  and  impending  more  seriously 
for  the  month  of  Juno.  They  were  ui^ing  me,  by 
almost  every  post,  on  this  subject.  In  thia  situaticm, 
infonnatioD  of  Mr.  Adams'  journey  of  leave  to  the 
Hague,  reached  me,  en  the  day  of  his  arrival  there.  I 
was  seo^ble  how  important  it  was  to  have  the  benefit  of 
iiis  interference,  in  a  department  which  had  been  his  pe- 
culiarly from  the  be^nning,  and  with  all  the  details  of 
which  he  was  as  intimately  acquainted,  as  I  was  little  so. 
I  set  out,  therefore,  in  the  instant,  joined  him  at  the 
Hague,  and  he  readily  concurred  with  me  in  the  neces- 
aty  of  our  conung  here  to  confer  with  our  bankers  cm 
the  measures  which  might  be  proper  and  practicable. 
We  are  now  engaged  on  this  object,  and  the  result, 
t(^ther  with  a  foil  explanation  of  the  difficulties  wtucb 
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eomBiinded  oar  attenticn,  ^all  be  the  mbjeot  of  a  letter 
iriudi  I  tMl  do  myself  tbe  booor  of  writing  you  by 
Mr.  Adonw,  to  b«  fonnrded  hf  Ct^one)  Smith,  who 
will  go  ia  the  Engli^  pRCket.  I  avoid  forther  paiiicn» 
kis  in  the  present  letter,  beciiise  It  is  to  pass  through 
the  difiereDt  post  offioee  to  Paris,  it  will  be  forwarded 
thence  bf  Mr.  Short,  nfaom  1  have  desired  to  do  himself 
the  honor  of  writing  to  you  any  occurrences  since  my 
departure,  which  may  be  worthy  of  being  communicated, 
by  Uie  French  packet  of  this  month. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  8ec. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


■«0H   THOMAS   JErFESBON  TO  JOHN   UT. 

Anwtcrdm,  Ibrch  16,  IFSS. 
Sir, 

In  a  letter  t^  the  13tfa  ioGtant,  which  I  had  the  honor 
of  addretsing  you  from  this  place,  I  metitionBd,  m  gsne- 
ral  terms,  tbe  object  of  my  journey  hither,  uid  that  I 
should  en^'  mto  more  particular  details  by  the  confi- 
dential coirreyancs  which  lironki  occur  ^ir»^  Mr. 
Aftams  and  Colonel  Smith. 

Th«  board  (^  treasury  had,  in  the  month  of  Deoem- 
ha,  given  notice  to  our  bai^r  here,  thex  it  wu  impOs- 
nble  for  them  to  make  any  rennttances  to  Europe  for  the 
th«n  ensuing  year;  and  that  they  must  tbetefore  nly 
altogether  oo  the  progrsss  of  the  lata  loan.  But  tt:^ 
in  the  meantune,  after  being  shoDt  one  third  filled,  had 
oeaud  to  get  forward.  The  bbikeis,  who  had  been 
nSeaei  to  ras  for  advice  \y  Mr.  Adams,  stated  tbcir 
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^irouinstaiKcs,  and  pressed  their  apprehensions  for  the 
ewuiog  monlh  of  June,  when  270,000  Sorina  would  he 
wanting  for  interest.  In  fine,  they  urged  an  oSer  at  the 
holdeta  of  the  former  btmds,  lo  take  all  those  now  r&> 
naining  on  hand,  provided  they  might  retain  out  of  them 
the  interest  on  a  part  of  our  domestic  debt,  oS  vhkih 
they  had  also  become  the  boitders,  this  wwdd  have  baes 
180,000  fiorins,  to  this  proposiuon  I  could  not  presume 
tay  authority  to  listen.  Tbua  preesed  between  tha 
dftnger  of  ^uie  on  one  baitd,  and  an  impossible  ptopor 
siuOB  00  the  other,  I  beard  of  Mr.  Adams'  being  gooe 
lK>  the  Iiip«,  to  take  leave.  Tbia  knowledge  of  ibe 
subject  was  too  intimate  to  be  neglected  tmdet  the 
present  Affinity,  and  it  vaa  the  kst  tnomeat  w,  wlaeit 
we  could  be  availed  o£  it.  I  set  out,  tbeiefares  immedt- 
ately  for  tba  Hagwe,  and  we  came  Qn  to  thi$  place 
togetheri  ia  onder  to.  soe  what  oouM  be  done.  It  waa 
tawT'  «>  diraoTe^  than  to  xemas^  t}»  oavses  tttUoh  ob* 
slnicted  tbe  progress  of  the  loan^  Our  afiaiis  lt«KO,  lilt? 
(hose  of  othen  naiictasL  v»  in  thei  bands  of  partiQulBT 
hftftkois ;  ^eae  eio^y  paitioular  bcolcws,  ««d  they  hava 
tbeir  partaeulai  f  icole  of  saoney  I«od«is.  Tbeae  uoaey 
leodotas,  as  I  bBv«  belcre  misntiwi«d>  while  plaei^  a 
pan  of  theic  money  in  our  fiMeiga  lo8jis>  had  at  the 
suae  time  enploycd  another  pan  ia  a  joint  speoulation, 
to  the  amount  of  84t^00(t  doUataof  our  domeetio  debt. 
A  year's  ioterest  was  beaoming  due  on  this,  and  they 
m^ed  to  avul  tbttmaelvee  of  out  wam  of  money  f<»  ik»- 
6»«ign  iolereit,  to  obleia  paynwot  of  the  domestic.  Our 
firal  flbjast  was  to  convioee  ouT'  baakuB  that  those  waa 
BO  power  OB  this  side  ^e  Atlantia,  which  oould  accede 
to  ttus  pn^onboB,  oi  givei  it  any  couotenaooe.    They  «t 
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length,  therefore,  but  with  difficulty  receded  (ram  this 
ground,  and  agreed  to  enter  into  conlerences  with  the 
brokers  and  lenders,  and  to  use  every  exerdon  to  clear 
the  loan  from  the  embHrrassment  in  which  this  specula- 
^n  had  engaged  it  ?  What  will  be  the  result  of  these 
conferences  is  not  yet  known.  We  have  hopes,  bow- 
ever,  that  it  is  not  desperate,  because  the  bankeis  yes- 
terday consented  to  pay  off,  and  did  actually  pay  pff  the 
capital  of  51,000  florins,  which  had  become  due  to  the 
house  of  Fizeaux  &c  Co.  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
which  had  not  yet  been  paid.  We  have  gone  still  further. 
The  Treasury  Board  gives  no  hope  of  remittances  til) 
the  new  Government  can  procure  them.  For  that  Go- 
vernment to  be  adopted,  its  legislature  assembled,  hs  sys- 
tems of  taxation  and  collection  arranged,  the  money  ga- 
thered firom  the  people  into  their  treasury,  and  then  re- 
mitted to  Europe,  must  enter  us  considerably  into  the 
year  1790.  To  secure  our  credit  then,  for  the  present 
year  only,  is  but  to  put  off  the  evil  day  to  the  next. 
What  remains  of  tbe  last,  even  when  it  shall  he  filled  up, 
will  little  more  than  clear  us  of  present  demands,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  esdmate  enclosed.  We  thought  it  better, 
thereJbre,  to  provide  at  once,  lor  the  years  1789  and 
1790  also,  and  thus  to  place  the  Government  at  its  ease, 
and  our  credit  in  security  during  that  trying  interval. 
The  same  estimate  will  show  that  another  million 
of  florins  will  be  necessary  to  effect  this.  We  stated 
this  to  our  bankers,  wbo  coDCuired  in  our  views,  and 
that  to  ask  tbe  whole  sum  at  once  would  be  better 
than  to  make  demands  fiom  time  to  time,  so  small  as  that 
they  betray  to  the  money  holders,  the  exQ«me  feebleness 
of  oar  resources.    Mr.  Adams,  therefore,  has  executed 
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bonds  for  aaotber  mffiion  of  fiorins,- which,  hoverei,  are 
to  nmaia  unkaued  till  Congress '  shd  have  ratified  the 
mensure;  so  that  the  transaction,  is  mmething  oi  bo- 
fhing  nt  thair  ptflflfliire.  We  suppose  its  «xpediMic]r  so 
apparent  as  to  leave  little  douht  of  its  ratificatian.  la 
this  case  much  time  will  have  been  saved  hy  the  execn* 
tion  of  the  bonds  at  this.  mcHpent,  and  the  proposition  will 
he  presented  here  under  a  more  farotable  appearance, 
according  to  the  o{^oa  of  the  banker.  Mr.  Adams  is 
under  a  necessity  of  settiDg  out  to-nHHiow  m(»inng ;  but 
I  shall  :stay  two  or  three,  days  loiter,  to  attend  to,  and  to 
encoinage  the  effiwts  of  the  bankers,  to  judge.and  to  in- 
ibnn-you' whether  they  will  ensure  ug  a  sale  passage  over 
the  month  of  June. 

Not  havingmy  letters  here  to  turn  to,  I  am  unable  to 
say  whether  tbelast  I  wrote  from  Paris  ImentioDed  the 
dedaration  of  the  Empeipr,  that  he  should  take  a  part  m 
the  war  agamst  the  "l^irks.  This  declaration  appeared  a 
Utile  beibre  or  a  littleafter  that  letter,  I  do  not  reeoHect 
wUch.  Some,  triding  hostiUties  have  takto  place  b»> 
tweenthem.  TheCourtof  Versailles  seems  to  puTeue,im- 
moveablf ,  ila  pacific  system..  And  &em  every  appearance 
in  the  country  from  which  I  wiite,'We  must  coocluda  that 
its  tragedy  is  wound  up.  The  triunqih  appears  complete, 
and  tianqwUity  perfectly  established.  The  numberswho 
have  emigrated,  are  difierently  estimated  frtmi  twenty  to 
for^  thousand. 

A.little  befate  I  left  Paris,  I  received  a  piece  of  mtel- 
ligence  wtuch  should  be  cotqamunioaled,  leaving  you  to 
lay  what  stress  upon  it,  it  Joay  seem  to  deserve.  Its 
authenticity  may  be  surtiy  relied  on.  At  the  moment  of 
the  late  paiufication.  Spam  had  about  fifteen  ships  of  the 
Vol.  111.-47 
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line  mUy  ready  for  sea.  The  CoaveotioD  for  duunnog 
did  not  extend  to  her,  nor  did  she  (fitam.  Hib  gars 
inquietude  to  the  Court  of  London,  and  thejr  denMnded 
an  expltflaSion;  One  w»s  given  iriiicb  thaj  tsy  is  pe^ 
fectly  satiabctorj.  The  Russian  Minister  at  VersuUa 
gettiag  a  knowledge  of  this,  became  tuspieiouB '  on  Ins 
part.  .  Hn  reoolleoted  that  Spain,  during  the  war,  bad 
heett  opposed  to  the  enUance  of  a  Russian  -  fleet  into 
the  Mediterranean,  and  concluded,  if  England  ^ras  not 
the  ot^ect  of  the  tanantest,  Russia  mi^t  be.  It  is 
known  that  that  power  means  to  send  a  fleet  o(  about 
twenty-ffHir  ships  into  the  Meditemoetn  this  summ^. 
He  went  to  the  Count  de  MoRttnorio,  and  expressed 
his  appreheofucms.  The  Count  de  Moatmorin  deehted 
that  the- object  of  Spain,  is  that  aimameitt,  was  total- 
ly (fiflereM ;  that  he  was  sure  she  would  succeed ;  bitt 
thai  France  and  Spain  were  to  be  coasideied  as  one, 
and  that  the  former  would  hecotoe  guarantee  for  Aa 
htter,  that  she  wouM  lUake  no  opposioon  to  tke  Rns- 
uan  fleet.  If  neither  England  nw  Rusna  be  the  ob- 
jeot,  Aa  qaaatiom  neurs,  who  Is  tt  for?  You  know 
be«  if  our  affiiin  with  Spain  are  m  a  sHuadaq  to  p^e 
jealoa^  lo  eidier'  of  us. '  I  thfok  k  vavy  pDMible  that 
the  safi^ietioD  of  the  Court  of  LocdoD  may  bare  bean 
pretended  ot  pcematiue.  It  is  ponUv,  dso,  that  the 
afiift  of  Spain  in  Soittii  Amoica,  may  rec|«ire  tbem 
to  assume  a  threatening  appearance.  I  give-'you  die 
fitets,  however,  and  you  will  judge  whether  th^  are 
otgecti  of  attention,  ot  of  mere  curioaity. 

I  hm«  the  honor  to  be,  8eo. 

TH:  JEFFERSCW. 
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P.  S.  1  enclose  herevith  an  extract  of  &  letter  &om 
tbe  Count  de  Vergeniies  lo  die  Freocb  Atnbaflsador  at 
the  Hague,  which  will  make  a  remarkable  chapter  m  ibe 
history  of  the  late  revolubon  hen.  It  b  tiot  public,  nor 
should  be  made  aarhy  us.  '  Probably  those  who  hare  been 
tho  viptims  of  it  will  some  day  pu)4i;di  it. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Eatract  from  the  Count  de  Vergauxt'  detpntch  to  the 
Jlfar^M  ^  Verae,  .A»haaaador  from  France  at  the 
Hague,  daUd, 

I5th  August,  ITBS. 
"  The  King  will  concur,  aa  far  as  he  can,  towards  the 
success  of  this  matter,  and  you  will  request,  on  hts  part, 
tbe  patriotB  to  conmnmicate  their  Tiens,  plans  and  wbhes. 
You  wiU  ajKure  tbem  that  the  King  is  equally  interested 
for  tfaeu"  persons  as  well  as  their  cause,  and  that  they  may 
rely  on  his  protection.  They  may  depend  upon  this  the 
loore  as  we  do  not  pretend  to  dissemble,  Sir,  that,  if  the 
Sladtbolder  recovers  his  fotmer  influence,  the  English 
system  will  not  fiiil  to  prevail,  and  our  alliance  become  a 
mere  phantom.  The  patiiots  will  readily  perceive  that 
such  a  circumstaDce  would  be  qtrite  incompatible  with 
the  dignity  as  well  as  the  respect  of  hb  Majesty.  But 
in  case,  Sir,  the  leaden  of  the  patriots  sbduld  fear  a 
schisra,  they  wiU  have  ample  time  to  bring  back  sueb  of 
their  friends  as  the  English  party  have  perverted,  and  ar- 
range matteis  so  that  the  questioD  which  is  to  be  again 
d^ftierated,  be  decided  agreeably  to  their  wishes.  On 
diis  [wesifinptioD,  tbe  King  authorizes  you  to  act  in  con- 
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oett  with  them,  to  fiilhiw  aucfa  diiectionS  as  diey  may  see 
proper  to  give  you,  and  to  amploy  every  means  to  aug- 
ment thttt  [Himber  of  paitizani  for  the  g;txxl  oanse.  It 
renjains  for  me,  Sir,  to  speak  to  yoo  concerning  the  peiv 
Bonal  security  ofthepatrioiA.  "You  will  assure  themtbat 
at  all  evenUi  the  King  takes  tbem  under  his  immediate 
[ffotecdon,  and  you  will  inform,  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary,  that  his  Majesty  mil  con»der  eveiy  attempt 
agaiost  their  Hborty,  as  a  persoaal  ofience  against  him. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  tbat  this  language,  supported  with 
enei^y,  will  impose  on  the  audacity  of  the  English 
party,  and  that  the  Prince  of  Nassau  will  apprehend  some 
danger  by  provoking  iiis  Majesty's  resentment." 


nOH  JOHD    JAT   TO   THOHAS  JEFTKBBOll. 


Dear  Sir, 
Since  the  date  of  my  lest,  which  .was  the  S4tli  ult 
Congress  has  been  pleased  to  pass  an  act,  of  which,  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy.  It  Contains  instructions  to  you,  tela- 
dve  to  the  demands  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Court  of  Denmark.  As  they  are  express  and  particular, 
remarks  upon  them  would  be  unnecessary.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  maDuei  ia  which  this  business  will  be 
conducted  and  coiicluded,  will  evince  the  propriety  of 
its  being  committed  to  your  discretion- 
Advices  from  Georgia  represent  that  State  as  much 
distressed  by  the  Indiane.  It  is  said,  that  the  appre- 
hennons   of   the  people   are   so   greatly  alarmed,   that 
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they  are  eren  fortifying  SavannHh.  There  doubtleas 
is  reastMi  to  fear  that  their  frontier  settlements  will 
be  ravaged.  The  Indians  are  numerous,  and  tbey 
aie  ezaapeiated,  and  will,  probably,  be  put  to  no  dif- 
ficulty on  account  of  military  stores.  '  Tbese  einbar- 
rassmenfis  result  fnHn  ^e  want  of  tt  proper  government, 
to  guard  good  faith,  and  punish  violations  of  it. 
With  very  sincere  esteem,  &C. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal,  October  98th,  1787. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Caning- 
ton, 

Retolved,  That  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Court  of  Vensailles  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized 
,  and  iDStntcted  to  rejtfesent  to  hb  Danish  Majesty,  that 
the  United  Slates  continue  to  be  very  sensibly  affected  by 
the  circumstance  of  hb  Majesty  having  caused  a  number 
of  their  prizes  to  be  delivered  to  Great  Britain  during  the 
late  war,  and  the  more  so  as  no  part  of  theii  conduct  had 
iblfeited  tb«i  clakns  to  the  rights  of  hospitality,  which 
civilized  nations  extend  to  each  other.  That  not  only  a 
sense  of  the  justice  due  to  the  individuals  interested  in 
those  prizes,  but  also  an  earnest  desire,  that  no  subject  of 
discontent  may  check  the  cultivation  and  prepress  of  that 
friendship  which  they  wish  may  subsist  and  increase  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  prompt  the  United  States  to  re- 
mind his  Majesty  of  the  transaction  m  question ;  and 
they  flatter  themselves  that  his  Majesty  will  concur  with 
them  in  thinking  that  as  restitution  of  the  [wizes  is  not 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


374  THOMAS  J%tVma0S~30US  JAY. 

practicable,  it  ia  reastxiable  and  juat,  that  he  should  ivn- 
der,  aad  that  tbey  should  acc^t  a  compensalion  equira- 
leat  to  the  value  of  thorn. 

That  the  said  Miniater  be  further  autborizod  and  is- 
strueied  fioally  to  settle  and  conclude  the  demand  c^  the 
United  States  against  his  Daniih  Majes^,  cm  account  of 
the  prizes  afcwesaid,  bj  such  composition  and  <hi  sim^ 
terms  as  may  be  the  beet  in  bis  power  to  obtain ;  and 
that-  be  be  directed  to  retain  in  bis  bands  all  the  money 
so  recovered  ^1  (be  fiuther  order  of  Congrsss. 

That  the  sEud  Minister  be,  aad  he  is  hereby  authorized 
in  case  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to  despatch  the  Chevalier 
John  Paul  Jones,  or  ai^  other  agent  to  the  Court  of 
Denmark,  with  soch  powers  and  instructions  rdative  to 
the-aboTementioned  negotiation,  as  in  bis  judgment  taay 
be  tfae-most  conducive  to  the  suceessiid  issue  tlKraof; 
provided,  that  the  ultiraaEB  concbraioa  of  the  business  be 
not  made  by  the  agent,  without  the  previous  approba^on . 
of  the  tuid  Minister. 

That  Ibe  person  emfdoyed  shall,  for !»  agency  in  the 
bosiness  afixesaid,  be  aOowed  5  percent,  tar  all  expenses  ' 
and  demands  whatever  on  tfiat  account. 

Ordend,  That  the  Board  cf  TVeasniy  tmnnnt  to  the 
lltioistes  of  the  United  State*  at  the  Court  of  Versailles, 
all  the  necessary  documeots  relatfre  to  tbe  piixes  deliver- 
ed up  by  Dencnark. 
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tJUM   JOHN  3XY   TO   THOMAS  JEFTERSOM. 

New  York,  April  34,  17S». 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  the  3rd  November  last,  I  have  been  honored 
wkh  your  farors  (^  the  19tb,  33tid  and  34th  September, 
Sih  and  S7th  October,  3rd  and  Tth  November,  31st  and 
31st  December,  and  5th  February  last ;  all  of  which 
haw  been  kid  beibre  Congress ;  but  they  have  given  me 
no  orders  respecting  the  subjects  of  them. 

The  state  of  my  health  was,  for  a  long  time,  such  as 
to  oblige  me  to  omit  some  good  opportunities  of  writing 
to  you  fiilly.  It  is  not  yet  perfectly  re-established ;  but 
I  am,  nevertheless,  so  &i  recovered  as  to  have  reason  to 
hope  that  the  appfoaching  season  mil  moderate,  if  not 
whc^ly  remove,  n^  rmiaining  ccdnplaints. 

Since  the  ri^ng  of  the  late  Convention  at  Philadelphia, 
Congress  has  done  but  little  business,  and  I  apprehend 
that  win  coniinoe  to  be  the  case,  vrinie  the  Kite  of  the 
pK^poaed  coQStitation  remains  undecided.  You  will  per- 
ceive, from  the  public  papers,  that  it  has  given  occaaon 
to  heats  and  parties  in  sievenl  of  the  States. 

The  late  commercial  ammgements  of  France,  relative 
to  the  United  States,  wSl  tend  to  render  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  two  comKries  more  intimate.  They  bear  marks 
of  wisdom  and  liberality,  and  cannot  fiiil  of  being  vety 
acceptable.  It  b  to  be  regretted  that  the  mercantile  peo- 
ple m  France,  oppose  a  system  which,  certainly,  is  cal- 
culated 10  bind  the  two  nations  together,  and  from  which 
both  vrould  eventually  derive  commercial,  as  well  as  po- 
litical, advantages. 
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It  appears  to  me  that  France  has  not  a  single  all;  in 
Europe,  on  which  she  can  fully  depend ;  add  it  doubtless, 
would  be  wise  in  her  to  endeavor  so  to  blend  her  interests 
mth  0UI8,  as,  if  possible,  to  render  tbem  indissoluble. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  can  0|ily  be  done  by  giving  us  all 
the  privileges  of  Frendimen,  and  acceptii^,  in  .return, 
all  the  privileges  of  Americans.  If  they  could  bring 
themsetves  to  adopt  this  idea,  their  schemes  of  policy  re- 
spectii^  us  would  be  greatly  simplified ;  but  the  spirit  of 
monopoly  and  exclusion  has  prevailed  in  Europe  too  long 
to  be  done  away  at  once,  and  however  enhghtened  the 
present  age  may  appear,  when  compared  with  former 
ones,  yet,  whenever  ancient  prejudices  are  touched,  we 
find  that  we  only  have  light  enough  to  see  our  want  of 
more.  Tolerabon  in  conimerce,  like  toleration  in  reli- 
gion, gains  ground  it  is  true;  but  I  am  not  sai^ine  in  my 
expectations  that  either  will  soon  take  place  m  tlieir  doe 
extent. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  &c. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOH   JOHN    JAT  TO   THOUAB   JXTFERSOtT. 


Dear  Sir, 
Since  the  date  of  my  last,  viz,  24ih  ult.  no  letters 
fiom  you  have  arrived,  nor  any  event  of  importance 
occurred,  except  the  accession  of  Maryland  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  States  which  have  adopted  the  proposed  Con- 
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stltudon.     Until  that  busiDsss  is  concluded,  I  apprehend 
that  our  nadonal  aSain  will  continue  much  at  a  stand. 

Mr.  Barlow  will  take  charge  of  this,  and  of  a  packet 
of  newspapers  for  you. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Sec. 

JOHN  JAY. 


VROM   THOHAI   JEFFERSOH   TO   THE     COHHISSIOHSBS   Of 
THE   TREA^UET. 

Puis,  Febmwy  J,  1768. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  favws  of  November  the  10th  and  13th,  and 
December  the  6th,  have  been  duly  received.  Commo- 
dore Jcaies  left  this  place  for  CopenhageD,  the  5th  in- 
stant, to  carry  into  execution  the  resoluuon  of  Congress, 
of  October  the  35th.  Whatevw  moneys  that  Court 
shall  he  nilling  to  allow,  shall  be  remitted  to  your  bank- 
ers, either  in  Amsterdam  or  Paris,  as  shall  be  found  most 
beneficial ;  allowmg  previously  to  be  withdrawn  Commo- 
dore Jones's  proportion,  which  will  be  necessary  for  his 
subsistence.  I  desired  him  to  endeavor  to  prevail  on  the 
Danish  Minister  to  have  the  money  paid  in  Amsterdam 
or  Paris,  by  their  banker,  in  either  of  those  cities,  if  they 
have  (me. 

Mr.  Ast  (Secretary  to  the  Consulate)  is  at  L'Orient. 
Whether  he  comes  up  with  the  papers,  or  sends  them, 
tfaey  shall  be  received,  sealed  up,  and  t&ben  care  of.  I 
will  only  ask  the  ftvor  of  you,  that  I  may  never  be  de- 
nred  to  break  the  seals,  unless  very  important  cause  for 
it  should  arise. 

I  have  just  received  from  Messrs.  Willinks  and  Van 
Staphorsts,  a  letter  of  January  the  31st,  in  wbicb  an 
Vol.  iu.-^8 
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these  w(»cls :  "  The  official  communication  we  have  of  the 
actual  situatknt  and  prospect  of  the&nances  of  the  United 
States,  would  render  such  a  partial  payment  as  that  to 
Fiseaux'B  bouse,  of  no  avail  towards  the  support  of  the 
public  credit,  unless  efiectual  measures  shall  be  adopted, 
to  provide  Ainds  for  the  ^770,000  florins,  interest,  that 
will  be  du€  the  flrsC  of  June  next ;  a  single  days  retard 
in  which,  would  ground  a  prejudice  of  long  duration." 
They  infoimed  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  have 
made  to  you  the  following  communication  :  that  Mr. 
Slanitski,  our  principal  broker  and  holder  of  thirteen 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  of  certificates  of  our 
our  domestic  debt  offers  to  have  our  loan  of  a  mil- 
Uon  of  guilders  (of  which  six  hundred  and  twenty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  are  still  unfilled)  im- 
mediately made  up,  od  condition  that  he  may  retain 
thereout,  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  guilders, 
being  one  years  mterest  on  his  certificates,  allowing  a 
deduction  of  ten  per  cent  fivm  bis  said  interest,  as  a 
compensation  for  his  receiving  it  in  Amsterdam  instead 
.  of  America,  and  not  pretending  that  this  shall  give  him 
any  title  to  ask  any  payment  of  future  int«est,  in 
Europe.  They  observe,  that  tiris  will  enable  tbem  lo 
li|ce  the  demands  of  Dutch  interest,  till  the  1st  of  June, 
1789,  pay  tbe  principal  of  Fiseaux's  debt,  and  supply 
the  current  expenses  of  your  legaticm  m  Europe.  On 
these  points,  it  is  for  you  to  decide,  i  will  only  take 
the  hberty  to  observe,  that  if  they  shall  rec^ve  your 
acceptance  of  the  proposition,  some  days  credit  will  still 
be  to  be  given  for  producing  tbe  cash,  and  that  this  must 
be  produced  fifteen  days  before  it  is  wanting,  because 
that  muob  previous  nottee  is  always  given  to  the  cradi- 
ton,  that  thai  nuuey  ia  leidy.    It  is,  therefere,  but 
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three  months  from  this  day,  before  your  answer  sboald 
be  in  Amsterdain.  It  might  answer  a  usefiil  purpose, 
also,  could  I  receive  a  communication  of  that  answer, 
ten  days  earlier  than  they.  Tbe  same  stagnati(Mi 
atten^ng  our  passage  from  the  old  to  the  new  form  of 
government,  which  stops  the  feeble  chaonel  of  money 
hitherto  flowing  towards  our  treasury,  has  suspended, 
also,  what  foreign  credit  we  bad.  So  that,  at  this  mo- 
ment, we  may  con^der  the  progress  of  our  loan  aa 
stopped.  Though  much  an  enemy  to  the  system  of 
borrowingj  yet  I  feel  strongly  the  necessity  of  .preserv- 
ing the  power.to  borrow.  Without  this,  we  might  be 
overwhelmed  by  another  nation,  merely  by  the  ftxce 
of  its  credit.  However,  you  can  best  judge  whether 
the  payment  of  a  smgle  year's  interest  on  Staoitski's 
certificates,  m  Europe,  instead  of  America,  may  be 
mtHe  injurious  to  us  than  the  shook  of  our  credit  in 
Amsterdam,  which  may  be  produced  by  a  failure  to 
payoor  interest. 

I  have  only  to  oSer  any  services  which  1  can  ren- 
der in  this  business,  either  here,  or  by  going  to  Hol- 
land, at  a  moment's  warning,  if  that  should  be  neces- 
sary.    I  have  the  bc»ior  to  be,  inc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


ntOH   THOlUa   JBPrEBSON  TO  JOES     ADAMS. 

Parii,  Htrch  3,  1TS8— Sunda)'. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  received  this  day  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Adams,  of  the 

26th  ulhnoo,  informing  me  you  would  set  ont  on  the  39tb 

f(w  (be  Ht^ue.    Our  affiiirs  at  Amsterdam  press  on  my 

mind  like  a  mountain.    I  have  no  information  to  go  on, 
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but  that  of  Willinks  and  Van  Staph(»sts,  and  accoiding 
to  that,  something  seems  necessary  to  be  done.  I  am  so 
anxious  to  confer  with  you  on  this  subject,  and  to  see  you 
and  them  together,  and  get  some  efiectual  arraDgement 
made  in  time,  that  I  determine  to  meet  you  at  the  Hague. 
I  will  set  out  the  moment  some  repairs  are  made  to  my 
carnage ;  it  is  promised  me  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow ; 
but  probably  tbey  will  make  it  night,  and  that  I  may  not 
set  out  till  Tuesday  morning.  In  that  case,  1  shall  be  at 
the  Hague  on  Friday  night ;  in  the  meantime,  you  will 
perhaps  have  Made  all  your  bows  there.  lam  sensible 
how  irksome  this  must  be  to  you,  in  the  moment  of  your 
departure.  But  it  is  a  great  interest  of  the  United  States 
whicb  is  at  stake,  and  I  am  sure  you  wiQ  sacrifice  to  that, 
your  feeliugs  and  ynur  interest.  I  hope  to  shake  you  by 
die  hand,  within  twenty-finir  hours  after  you  receive  this ; 
and  in  the  meantime, 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sec, 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


rSOH  JOHN   JAT  TO  THOMAS   JEFfEBSON. 


Dear  Sir, 
Since  the  date  of  my  last,  viz:  the  16th  ult.  I  hare 
been  hraiored  with  yours  of  the  13th  and  16th  March, 
mth  the  papers  which  were  enclosed  in  the  last.  They 
were  inunediately  communicated  to  Congress,  and  the 
luter  referred  to  a  committee,  who  not  havmg  as  yet  re- 
ported, it  is  not  in  my  power  to  say  what  Congress  may 
piobably,  think  proper  to  do  or  order  relative  to  the  sub- 
ject rf  it. 
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You  wilt  faeremth  receive  two  letters  from  Coogress 
to  his  most  ChristiaD  Majesty,  together  with  copies  of 
them  ibr  your  informatioD.  You  will  also  find  enclosed, 
copies  firom  No.  1  to  20  inclusive,  of  papers  respecting 
the  claims  of  Francis  Cazeau ;  which  it  is  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  transmit,  in  consequence  of  the  information 
communicated  in  Mr.  Short's  l^ter  to  me  of  the  18th 
March  last ;  copies  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  2nd 
June,  instant,  respecting  de  la  Lande  and  Fynje  ;  and  of 
an  act  of  the  3rd  instant,  forming  Kentucky  into  an  in- 
dependent State,  will  likewise  be  enclosed. 

By  the  newspapers  herewith  sent,  you  will  perceire 
that  South  Carolina  has  adopted  the  proposed  constitu- 
don.  The  Convention  of  this  State  will  convene  on 
IViesday,  at  Poughkeepsie ;  and  as  this  city  and  county 
has  elected  me  one  of  their  deputies  to  it,  I  shall  be  ab- 
sent fi'om  hence  nntil  it  lises.  There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  tnajority  of  this  Conrmtion  are  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  constitution,  so  that  whether  they  vrill  ven- 
ture to  reject  it,  or  whether  they  will  adjourn  and  post- 
pone a  decision  on  it,  is  uncertain. 

Accounts  from  Vii^nia  and  New  Hampshire,  render 
it  probable  that  those  States  will  adopt  it ;  and  if  so,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  North  Carolina,  and  even  this 
State,  will  follow  the  example. 

Being  exceedingly  engaged  in  despatching  a  variety^of 
matters,  preparatory  to  my  gcnng  out  of  town,  I  must 
postpone  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  Mr.  Short  by  this 
oppcfftunity. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 
JOHN  JAY. 
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rnOH   TBOHAB  JEFF£R90N    TO    C.    W,    F.    DUMAS. 

AnxterdMn,  March  29,  17SS. 
Sir, 
I  have  DOW  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors 
of  tbe  14th,  15th  and  33rd  instant.  I  would  harQ  pre* 
ismd  doing  it  in  peison,  but  the  season,  and  the  desire  of 
seeing  what  I  have  not  yet  seen,  invite  me  to  take  the 
route  of  die  Rhine.  I  shall  leave  this  pkce  to-monow 
moromg,  and  probably  not  reach  Paris  till  tbe  latter  end 
of  April.  In  the  moment  we  were  to  have  conferred  oa 
the  subject  of  paying  the  arrears  due  to  you,  a-  letter  of 
tbe  20th  of  February,  from  the  Board  of  T^asury  was 
received  forbidding  the  appKcation  of  money  to  any  pur- 
poBe,  (except  our  current  daima)  iM  the  June  interest 
should  be  actually  in  hand.  Being  by  the  letter  tied  up 
from  giving  an  order  in  your  favor,  I  return  yott  the  letter 
you  had  written  to  Mr.  Jay,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
order  for  your  arrears  was^given.  It  has  been  au^ested 
however  that  if  you  could  receive  bondg'  of  the  loan,  you 
could  make  them  answer  your  puipose,  and  the  comnns- 
monecs  say,  this  woold  in  no  wise  mterfere  with  the  views 
of  the  Treasury  Boeid,  nor  the  proviaon  for  the  June  in- 
terest. I  have,  tberefore,  recommended  to  them  ib  writ- 
ing, to  give  you  bonds  to  the  amount  (^  your  balaoce,  if 
you  eboose  to  take  tbem  rather  than  to  wait.  - 1  wish  this 
may  anawer  your  purpose.  I  remember  that  in  the  con- 
versation which  I  had  the  honor  of  having  with  you  on 
the  evening  I  waa  at  the  Hague,  you  said  that  your  ene- 
nues  had  endeavored  to  have  it  believed,  that  Congress 
would  abandon  you,  and  withdraw  your  appointments. 
An  enemy  generally  says  and  believes  what  he  wishes. 
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uid  your  enemies,  particularly,  are  not  those  who  are 
most  ID  the  councils  of  Congress,  nor  the  best  qualified 
to  tell  what  Congress  will  do.  From  the  evidences  you 
have  received  of  their  approbation,  and  fitom  their  well 
known  steadiness  and  justice,  you  must  be  assured  of  a 
continuance  of  their  fevor,  were  they'  to  continue  under 
the  present  fomi.  Nor  do  I  see  any  thing  in  the  new 
government  which  threatens  us  with  less  firmness.  The 
Senate,  who  will  make  and  remove  their  foreign  officers, 
must  fiY>m  its  constitution,  he  a  wise  and  steady  body. 
Nor  would  a  new  government  begin  its  administration  by 
discarding  old  servants,  servants  who  have  put  all  to  the 
risk,  and  when  the  risk  was  great,  to  obtain  that  freedom 
and  security,  under  which  themselves  will  be  what  they 
shall  be.  Upon  the  whole,  my  dear  sir,  uanquillize 
yourself  and  your  family  on  this  subject.  All  the  eri- 
deoce  which  exists  as  yet  authorizes  you  to  do  this,  nor 
can  I  fwesee  any  cause  of  disquiet  in  future.  That  none 
may  arise,  that  yourself  and  family  may  enjoy  health,  hap- 
piness and  the  continued  approbation  of  those  by  whom 
you  wish  most  to  he  approved,  is  the  sincere  wish  of 
him,  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROH    THOUIS     JEPFESSON    TO    THE    C0HH13SI0HEBS    Or 
THE   TBEASOBT. 

Anuterdun,  March  39,  I78S. 
Gentlemen, 


1  cannot  close  my  lett«r  without  some  observations  on  the 
tianBfer  of  our  domestic  debt  to  foreigners.    This  oir^ 
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cumstaoce,  end  the  Mure  to  payoff  Fiseaux'sloaa,  were 
the  sole  cause  of  the  stagnadtHi  of  our  late  loan.  For 
otherwise,  our  credit  would  have  stood  on  more  bopefiil 
grounds  dian  heretofore.  There  was  a  conditioQ  in  the 
last  loan,  that  the  loiders  furaisbing  one-third  of  the 
money,  the  remaining  two-thirds  of  the  bonds  should  re- 
main eighteen  m<»ths  unsold,  and  at  their  option  to  take 
or  not,  and  that  in  the  meantime,  the  same  bankers 
should  open  no  other  loan  for  us.  These  same  lenders 
became  purchasers  of  our  domestic  debt,  and  they  were 
disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  power  they  had  thus 
acquired  over  us  as  to  our  foreign  demands,  to  make  ua 
pay  the  domestic  one.  Should  the  present  necessities 
have  obliged  you  to  comply  with  their  proposlticm  for  the 
present  year,  I  should  be  of  opmion  it  ought  to  be  the 
last  instance.  If  the  transfer  of  these  debts  to  Europe, 
meet  with  any  encouragement  from  us,  we  can  no  more 
bonow  money  here,  let  our  necessities  be  what  they  will. 
For  who  will  give  ninety-»x  per  cent,  for  the  foreign  cit- 
Ugation  of  the  same  nation,  whose  domestic  ones  can  he 
bought  at  the  same  market  for  filly-Gre  per  cent. ;  the 
former,  too,  bearing  an  interest  of  only  fire  per  cent, 
while  the  latter  yields  six.  If  any  discouragements  can 
be  honestly  thrown  on  this  transfer,  it  would  seem  ad- 
viseable,  in  order  to  keep  the  domestic  debt  at  home.  It 
would  be  a  very  effectual  one,  if,  instead  of  the  title  ex- 
isting in  our  treasury  books  alone,  it  was  made  to  exist  in 
loose  papers,  as  our  loan  office  debts  do.  The  {European 
bolder  would  then  be  obliged  to  risk  the  title  paper  of 
his  capital,  as  well  as  his  interest,  in  the  hand  of  his 
^ent  in  America,  whenever  the  interest  was  to  be  de- 
manded ;  whereas,  at  present,  he  trusts  bun  with  the  in- 
terest only.    This  mngte  circumstance  would  put  a  total 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


DlPLOMAllC  CORRESPONDENCE.  3^ 

Stop  to  all  future  sales  of  domestic  debt  at  this  market. 
Whether  this,  or  any  other  obstruction,  can  or  should 
be  tbrown  in  the  way  of  these  operations,  is  not  ibr  me 
to  decide  ;  but  I  hare  thought  the  subject  worthy  your 
conaderation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOH  THOHAB   JEFFZBSON   TO   JOHN  JAT. 

Pub,  Mif  4,  irss. 

Sir, 
I  bad  the  honor  of  addressing  you  in  two  tetters  of  the 
13th  and  16th  of  March,  from  Amsterdam,  and  have 
since  received  Mr,  Remseo's,  of  February  80tb.  I 
stud  at  Amsterdam,  about  ten  or  twelve  days  after  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Adams,  m  hopes  (^  seeing  the  million 
of  the  last  year  filled  up.  This,  however,  could  not  be 
accomplished  on  the  spot,  but  the  prospect  was  so  good 
as  to  have  dissipated  all  fear ;  aod  since  my  return  here, 
I  learn  (not  c^cially  from  our  bankers)  but  through  a 
good  channel,  that  they  have  received  over  four  hundred 
thousand  florins,  since  the  date  of  the  statement  I  sent 
you  in  my  letter  of  March  16th,  and  I  presume  we  need 
not  fear  the  completion  of  that  loan,  which  shall  provide 
for  an  our  purposes  of  the  year  1788,  as  stated  in  that 
paper.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  from  the  treasury, 
ordera  in  conformity  thereto,  that  I  may  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  redemption  of  our  captives.  The  provision 
tor  die  purposes,  of  the  year  lT89  and  1790,  as  stated 
id  the  same  paper,  will  depend  on  the  ratification  by 
Vol.  hi— 49 
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Congress,  of  Mr.  Adams'  bonds  of  this  year,  for  another 
million  of  florins.  But  there  arises  a  new  call  from  this 
Goremment,  for  its  interest  at  least.  Their  silence, 
.  hitherto,  has  made  it  to  be  helieved  in  general,  that  they 
consented  to  the  non-payment  of  our  interest  to  them, 
in  order  to  accommodate  us.  You  will  perceive  in  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  pages  of  the  compte  rendu, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  that  they  call  for 
the  interest,  and  will  publish  it  whether  it  be  paid  or 
not ;  and  hy  number  twenty-five,  page  eighty-one,  that 
they  count  on  its  tegular  receipt  for  the  purposes  of  the 
year.  These  calls  for  the  1st  day  of  January  1789  and 
1790,  will  amount  to  about  a  million  and  a  half  of 
florins  more,  and,  if  to  be  raised  hy  loan,  it  must  be  for 
two  millions,  as  well  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  loan, 
as  that  loans  are  not  opened  for  fractions  of  miUions. 
This  publication  seems  to  render  a  provision  for  this 
interest  as  necessary  as  for  that  of  Amsterdam. 

I  bad  taken  measures  to  have  it  believed  at  Algiers, 
that  our  goremment  withdrew  its  attention  from  our 
captives  there.  This  was  to  prepare  their  captors  for 
the  ransoming  them  at  a  reasonable  price.  I  find,  how- 
ever, that  Captain  O'Bryen  is  apprised  that  I  have  re- 
ceived some  authority  on  this  subject.  He  writes  roe  a 
cruel  letter,  supposing  me  the  obstacle  to  their  redemp- 
tion. Their  own  interest  requires  that  I  should  leave 
them  to  think  thus  hardly  of  me.  Were  the  views  of 
government  communicated  to  them,  they  could  not  keep 
th«r  own  secret,  and  such  a  price  would  be  demanded 
(or  them,  as  Congress  probably  would  think  ought  not 
to  be  given,  lest  it  should  be  the  cause  of  involving  thou- 
sands of  others  of  their  citizens  in  the  same  conditioii. 
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The  moment  I  have  money,  the  business  shall  be  set  in 
motioQ. 

By  a  letter  from  Joseph  Chiappe,  our  agent  at  Moga- 
dore,  I  am  notified  of  a  declaration  of  tho  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  that  if  the  States  General  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands do  not,  before  the  month  of  May,  send  him 
an  Ambassador,  to  let  him  know  whether  it  is  war  or 
peace  between  them,  he  will  send  one  to  them  with 
five  frigates,  and  that  if  their  dispositions  be  unfavorable, 
these  frigates  shall  proceed  to  America,  to  make  prizes 
on  the  DuUib,  and  to  sell  them  there.  It  seems  to  de- 
pend on  the  Dutcii,  therefore,  whether  the  Barbary 
powers  shall  learn  the  way  to  our  coast,  and  whether  we 
shall  have  to  decide  the  question  of  the  legality  of 
selling  in  our  ports,  vessels  taken  from  them. 

I  had  informed  you  in  a  former  letter  of  the  declara- 
tion made  by  the  Court  of  Spain  to  that  of  London,  re- 
lative to  its  naval  armament,  and  also  of  the  declaration 
of  the  Count  de  Montmorin  to  the  Russian  Minister  here, 
oa  the  same  subject.  I  have  good  information  that  the 
Court  of  Spain  has  itself  made  a  similar  and  formal  de- 
claration to  the  Minister  of  Russia  at  Madrid,  So  that 
Russia  is  satis6ed  she  is  not  the  object,  I  doubt  whether 
the  English  are  equally  satisfied  as  to  themselves.  The 
season  has  hitherto  prevented  any  remarkable  operations, 
between  the  Turks  and  the  two  Ekipires.  The  wat 
however  will  probably  go  od,  and  the  season  now  admits 
of  more  important  events.  The  Empress  has  engaged 
Commodore  Paul  Jones  in  her  service.  He  is  to  have 
the  rank  of  Rear-Admiral  with  a  separate  command,  and 
it  is  understood  that  he  is  in  no  case  to  be  commanded. 
He  will  probably  be  opposed  to  the  Captun  Pacha  on 
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the  Black  Bet.  He  received  this  invitation  at  Copeobtt- 
gen,  and  as  tbe  season  for  commencing  the  campaigD 
was  too  near,  to  admit  time  for  him  to  ask  and  await  tbe 
permission  of  Congress,  he  accepted  the  oSer,  only  stipu- 
lating that  he  shoidd  be  always  free  to  return  to  the  or- 
ders of  Congress  whenever  called  for,  and  that  he  should 
in  no  case  be  expected  tobeararms  against  France.  He 
cimceived  that  the  experience  be  should  gain,  would 
liable  him  to  be  more  usefiil  to  the  United  States,  should 
tbey  ever  have  occasion  for  htm.  It  has  been  understood 
that  Ctmgress  bad  had  it  in  contemplation  to  ^ve  bim 
the  grade  of  Rear-Admiral  from  the  date  of  the  action 
of  the  Serapis,  and  it  is  supposed  that  such  a  mark  of 
their  appiobatioD,  would  have  a  favorable  inBuence  oa 
bis  fortune  in  the  North.  Copies  of  the  letters  winch 
passed  between  him  and  the  Danish  Minister  are  bere- 
mth  transmitted.  I  shall  immediately  represent  to  Count 
Bemstorff  that  tbe  demand  for  our  prizes  can  have  no 
ccmDexion  with  a  treaty  of  commerce,  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  tbe  claims  of  our  seamen  should  await  so  dis- 
tant and  ancertain  an  event,  and  press  the  settlement  of 
thisclum. 

This  country  still  pursues  its  line  of  peace.  The  Min- 
istry seem  now  all  united  in  it ;  some  Gram  a  bebef  of 
tfieir  inability  to  carry  on  a  war ;  oUiers  from  a  dedre  to 
arrange  their  internal  affiurs,  and  improve  their  constitu- 
tion. The  di^rences  between  the  King  and  Parliament 
threaten  a  serious  issue ;  many  symptoms  indicate  that 
the  Government  has  in  contemplatioa  some  act  of  high 
handed  authority.  An  extra  Dumher  of  printers  have  for 
several  days  been  employed,  the  apartment  wbeiifflu  they 
are  at  work  being  sunounded  by  a  body  of  guards  who, 
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pennit  Dobbdy  to  come  out  or  go  id  ;  the  contmandera  of 
the  provinces,  civil  and  military,  have  been  ordered  to  be 
at  their  stations  in  a  certain  day  of  the  ensuing  week. 
Tbey  are  accordingly  gone,  so  that  the  will  of  the  King 
is  probably  to  be  announced  through  the  whole  kingdom 
OQ  the  same  day.  The  Parliament  of  Paris,  apprehend- 
ing that  some  innovation  is  to  be  attempted,  which  may 
take  from  them  the  opporUmity  of  deciding  on  it,  after 
it  shall  be  made  known,  came  last  night  to  the  resolution 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  manuscript  copy. 
This  you  will  perceive  to  be  in  effect  a  declaration  of  rights. 
I  am  obliged  to  close  here  the  present  letler,  lest  I  should 
miss  the  opportunity  of  conveying  it  by  a  passenger  who 
is  to  call  for  it.  Should  the  delay  of  the  packet  admit 
any  continuation  of  these  details,  they  shall  be  the  sub- 
ject of  another  letter  to  be  forwarded  by  post.  The  ga- 
zettes of  Leyden  and  France  accompany  tbb. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Translation. 

Debt  of  the  United  Statet  comprehended  in  the/oUotc- 

ing  charges  : 

1 .  A  loan  c^  eighteen  nullions,  re-imbursable  in  twelve 
yeais,  reckoning  iroia  1787,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred thousand  livres  per  annum,  with  interest  at  five  per 
cent. 

52.  A  loan  of  ten  miUions  made  in  Holland,  re-imhursa- 
ble  in  tCB  yeaiB,  at  the  rale  of  one  million  per  annum, 
reckoning  from  1787,  witfa  mterest  at  four  per  cent. 
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3.  A  loan  of  six  millions,  re-imfaursable  in  six  years, 
at  the  rate  of  one  millioa  per  annum,  reckoning  from 
1787,  with  interest  of  five  per  cent. 

Progrestion  of  the  paymeiU  of  arrearage  and   re-im- 
buratmentt  of  the  capiiid. 


TcMiofre- 

Caphtlt  of  tiie 

Intereat  of  sud 

Qenenl  lotdper 

imbune- 

three   cbarra  ac- 
cording to  me  fa.- 

c^utsls  according 
to    the   fixed  pe- 

umun. 

edpenodi. 

riodic 

Uirea. 

LivreB 

Livre.. 

1787 

2,500.000 

1,600,000 

4,100,000 

1788 

2,500,000 

1,485,000 

3,985,000 

1789 

3,500,000 

1,370,000 

5,8,70,000 

1790 

2,500.000 

1,255,000 

3.755.000 

1791 

2,500,000 

1,140,000 

3,640,000 

1792 

2,500,000 

1,025,000 

3,525,000 

1793 

2,500,000 

910,000 

3,410,000 

1794 

3,500,000 

795,003 

3,295,000 

1795 

2,500,000 

680,000 

3,180,000 

1796 

2,500,000 

565,000 

3,065,000 

1797 

2,500,000 

450,000 

2,950,000 

1798 

2,500,000 

335,000 

2,825,000 

1799 

1.000.000 

200,000 

1,200,000 

1800 

1,000,000 

150,000 

1,150,000 

1801 

1,000,000 

100,000 

1,100.000 

1803 

1,000,000 

50,000 

1,050,000 

Livrei. 

34,000,000 

12,100,000 

46,100,000 

Seen  and  verified  by  desire,  and  in  execution  of  the 
arrit  of  Council  of  the  15th  February,  1788,  by  us,  the 
commissaries  appointed  by  the  said  arrtt,  and  acknow- 
ledged conformable  to  the  contract  passed  between  the 
King  and  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North  America, 
the  25th  Februaty,  1783. 

At  Paris,  this  15th  March,  1786. 

SAINT  AMAHD, 
BARON  DE  SALVERTE, 
DIDELOT. 
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The  first  re-imbursement  was  to  have  taken  place  m 
1787,  it  has  not  yet  been  made ;  uotil  this  was  done  it 
was  thought  proper  only  to  carry  into  the  receipts  the 
interest  of  the  advances  made  to  the  United  States  of 
Amenca. 

This  interest  amounts  to  1,600,000  livres;  account 
will  be  annually  rendered  of  what  shall  have  been  paid, 
as  well  in  capital  as  interest. 


Obj  ects  of  recapts 


Products.   Deductions 


FROM    JOHN    PAUL  JONES    TO   COUNT   DE   BERKSTOaFr. 
Copenhiigen,  Hsrch  24,  1788. 
Sir, 
From  the  act*  of  Congress  I  had  the  honor  to  shew 
your  Excellency,  the  24th  of  this  month,  as  well  aa 
from  the  conversation  which  followed,  you  must  be  con- 
vinced that  circumstances  do  not  permit- me  to  remain 
here ;  but  that  I  am  under  a  necessity,  either  to  return  to 
France  or  proceed  to  Russia.     As  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  at    Paris,  gave  me  the  perusal  of  the 
packet  he  wrote  by  me,  and  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
present  to  you  on  my  arrival  here ;  it  is  needless  to  go 

■  An  kct  presenting  him  with  « {fold  medftt. 
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into  any  detail  on  the  object  of  my  mission  to  this  Court, 
which  Mr.  JeSenon  has  particularly  explained.  The 
promise  you  have  given  me,  of  a  pnwipt  and  exi^ieit 
decision  from  this  Court,  cm  the  act  of  Cwigress  of  the 
S5th  October  last,  inspires  me  with  full  confidence.  1 
have  been  very  particular  in  comtnunicating  to  the  United 
States,  all  the  polite  attentions  with  which  I  bare  been 
honored  at  this  Court,  and  they  will  learn  wilb  great 
pleasure  the  kind  reception  I  bad  from  you.  I  felicitate 
myself  on  being  the  instrument  to  settle  the  delicate 
national  business  in  question,  with  a  Minister,  who  con- 
ciliates the  views  of  a  wise  statesman,  with  the  noble  sen- 
timents  and  cultiratfld  mind  of  the  true  philosopbn  aod 
man  of  letters. 

1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

PAUL  JONES. 


fBOM   JOHN   PAUL   JONES    TO    COCNT   DE   BBRNSTORrF. 
Copenhagen,  tbrchSO,  178B. 

Sir, 
Your  silence  on  the  subject  of  my  mission  from  the 
United  States  to  this  Court  leaves  me  in  the  most 
painful  suspense,  the  more  so,  as  I  have  made  your 
Excellency  acquainted  with  the  promise  I  am  under 
to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  St.  Petersburg.  Tbts 
being  the  ninth  year  since  the  three  prizes  reclaimed  by 
the  United  States,  were  seized  upon  in  the  port  of  Ber- 
gen, in  Norway,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  this  Court 
has  long  since  taken  an  nlrimate  resolution  respecting  the 
compensation  demanded  by  Ccmgress. 
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Tboagh  lam  Gxtremelf  sensftle  ot  the  favorable  m- 
c^RW,  witb  ttliiGh  I  have  been  distinguishod  M  this 
Court,  and  am  particularly  Satteied  by  the  poKte  atten- 
tioH,  with  which  you  have-  honored  me  kt  every  conftr- 
vox,  jet,  I  hare  ranked  With  great  concenij  that  you 
bATd  aevet  led  the  coavefsation  to  the  object  of  my  mis- 
ooa  here.  A  maA  of  your  liberal  sbatiments  will  not, 
therefore,  be  surprized  or  offended  at  my  plain  dealing, 
trfaec  I  repeat,  diat  I  impatiendy  expect  i  prompt  and 
categorical  answer  in  writing,  from  thia  Court,  to  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  3&th  of  October  last ;  both  my  duty, 
and  the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  coostntm  me  to 
make  this  demand  in  the  name  of  my  sovereign,  the 
United  StAtes ;  but  I  beseech  you  to  believe,  that  though 
I  am  extreiDfily  tenacious  of  the  honor  of  the  American 
fiag,  yet,  my  personal  interest  in  the  deciston,  I  now  Ask, 
would  never  have  induced  mt)  to  prese&t  myself  a.i  this 
Court.  You  are  too  just,  sir,  to  delay  ray  business  here, 
which  would  put  me  under  the  necessity  to  break .  the 
promise  I  have  made  to  her  Imperial  Majesty,  confbcma- 
ble  to  your  advice. 

I  have  the  honor  i»  be,  &«. 

PAUL  JONES. 


VAOM  JOail  tAVh  JONES  TO  TH<  COITNT  DC  BCBNSTORTlr. 
■    ■  ■  Copenfaigcii,  April  i,  1788. 

Sir, 
'  I  P'^y  J'^'^  Elcblltincy  to  iti&jrtb  me  when  I  can  harti 
ths  bitoot  td  wait  on  yon,  th  receive  the  \0tt0t  you  bViH 
beeh  kilid  enough  to  ^ron^  to  Write  to  me,  in  answer  t6 

Vol.  hi — 50 
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Ebe  act  of  Congress  of  25th  Octobei;  last.  ^&  you  have 
told  me  that  my  wuit  of  Pleotpatentiary  powers  to  l»r- 
mxaXe  ukmuitely,  th^  busipess  now  od  the  carpet  be- 
tween this ,  CoBTt  and  the- United  States,  has  determined 
you  to  authorize  the  Baron  de  Blome  to  nego^ate  and 
settle  the  same  mth  Mr.  JeSecaou  at  Paris,  and  to  con- 
clude at  the  same  time,  an  advwtageous  treaty  of  com- 
merce between  Denmark  and  the  United  States,  tny 
business  here  will,  of  course,  be  at  an  end,  when  I  shall  i 
have  rec^ved  your  letter)  and  paid  you  my  thanks  in  per- 
son for  the  very  polite  attentions,  with  which  you  have 
honored  me. 

,       I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iic. 

PAUL  JONES. 

N.  6.  After  the  above  letter  had  been  delivered  to 
the  Hinister,  the  subsequ^  answer  was  recavcd,  Irom 
his  Excelleocy. 


TROM  THE  CODNT  DB  BXaNSTOKFr  TO  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

Translation. 
Sir, 
You  have  requested  me  to  answer  the  letter,  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  deliver  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Minister  Pleuipotentiary  ^f  the  United  States  to  bis  ibd^ 
Christian  Majesty ;  I  do  this  with  so  much  the  more 
pleasure,  inasmuch  as  you  have  inspired  me  with  ooofi- 
deoce,  and  an  equal  regard  for  your  interest,  and  as  this 
opportunity  appears  very  fortunate  and  favorable  to  deli- 
ver the  sentiments  of  the  King,  m.y  master,  concerning 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  395 

dertain  points  which  we  consider  as  very  importaDl.  No- 
tbing  cdn  be  more  distant  from  the  plan  and  wishes  of  his 
Majesty,  than  the  intentions  of  abandoning  a  tiego^ation, 
which  has  only  been  suspended  by  a  train  of  circumstan- 
ces, naturally  brought  On  through  the  necessity  of  allow- 
ing a  new  situation  to  be  matured,  of  obtainmg  ififorma> 
lion  concerning  reciprocal  interests,  and  of  avoiding  the 
inconveniences  of  a  precipitate  and  imperfect  arrange- 
ment. I  am  authorized,  sir,  to  give  you  and  through  you 
to  Mr.  Je^rson,  the  King's  word,  that  his  Majesty  will 
renew  the  negotiation  for  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, and  that  in  the  forms  already  agreed  on,  as  soon 
as  the  new  constitution  (that  admirable  plan  so  be<com- 
ing  the  wisdom  of  the  most  enlightened  men)  shall  be 
adopted  by  a  State,  which  requires  nothing  but  that  to 
secure  It  perfect  respect. 

If  it  has  not  been  possii>lft,  sir,  to  discuss  with  you  de- 
finitively, neither  tlie  principal  nor  secondary  objects,  the 
idea  of  eluding  the  question  or_  delaying  the  decision  was 
the  last  reason.  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  inform- 
ing you  in  our  conversation,  that  a  want  of  full  powers 
from  Congress  themselves,  occasion  a  natural  ^nd  invinci- 
ble objection.  It  would,  moreover,  be  improper  and  con- 
trary to  all  received  usages  to  change  the  place  of  a  ne- 
gotiation, which  without  being  broken  has  only  been  sus- 
pended, and  to  transfer  it  from  Paris  to  Copenhagen. 

I  have  but  one  request  to  make  you,  sir,  which  is  that 
you  mil  be  pleased  to  become  the  interpreter  of  our  sen- 
timents respecting  the  United  States  of  America.  It 
would  he  very  agreeable  to  me  to  hope  that  which  I  have 
sud  to  you  on  this  subject,  has  carried  with  it  that  con- 
vicribn,  which  die  truth  of  what  I  have  advanced  merits. 
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We  ardeptjy  desire  to  Ibrm  with  them  a  aoRd  fln4  umAiI 
connexion,  V9  wish  to  estabhsb  it  oaa  oatiual  Bad  a  oer- 
uin  basis.  Tb«  momenUry  clouds,  t|i6  uncertwntywliiqh 
the  misfortune  of  the  times  brought  with  them,  nolgngei 
exist.  They  are  no  more  to  be  recoUected,  but  as  they 
may  serve  \d  show  more  sensibly  the  blessiogs  of  a  mora 
happy  epooh)  and  Eo  testify  40  eagerness  of  enncing  tbe 
most  piopet  dispontipns  to  reunite  and  procure  retvpro- 
eally  those  advantages,  which  a  sincere  alliance  may  af- 
ford, and  qf  which  the  two  ceuntrios  are  suaoep(ible> 
These  are  the  dispositions,  which  I  can  promise  you,  sir, 
on  our  part;  we  flatter  ourselves  to  find  them  the  aaow 
ID  America,  when  pothiog  shall  retard  tbe  conclusioD  of 
an  vrangerpeDt,  which  I  wish  to  consider  as  already  far 
a^ranced. 

Allow  me  to  repeat  again  the  assuraacee  of  ^e  per* 
&Ct  and  dlninguished  reaped,  with  which 

I  have  fbe  bpupr  to  be,  fltc. 

BERNSTORFF. 


rnOM    THOMAI   JErrKHSOR    TO   JOHN    JAX. 

Ftlii,  M^y  33, 1789. 
Sir, 
When  I  wrote  ifty  letter  of  the  4th  i|is(ant,  I  l^d  np 
feasoD  to  douht  tl^ata  packet  would  have  soiled  on  the 
lOtb,  according  tq  tbe  estabhshed  prder-  The  pasqen- 
gers  had  all,  except  qne,  gone  down  to  H^vre,  in  this 
flitpectation.  None,  however,  has  sailed,  oi^d  perhaps 
none  will  sail,  as  I  think  tbe  suppression  of  the  p^pkets 
is  one  of  Uw  econwwPI  w  cwitpinplfttiw.     Ait  AlftWi- 
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propqsee  to  govenuDeat  to  despatch  hjs  sbip^  from  ^ayra 
tad  BfstoH,  at  stated  pe^ods,  and  to.taJw  on  board  tlia 
Fiencb  cpuner  and  mail,  and  the  proposition  has  beeii 
wall  enough  received.  I  avail  myself  of  a  merchant, 
vessel  going  from  Havre,  to  write  the  present- 
Ill  tay  ,lBtt«i  of  the  fourth,  1  stated  to  yov  the  aymp- 
Vatas  which  indicated  that  gofcmroent  had  some  greet 
stroke  of  aulbonty  iq  oqntemplation.  That  niglit  they 
sent  guards  to  sei^  M.  d'Epremesnil  and  M.  Qoislard, 
\wa  mepihers  of  Parliament,  in  their  houses.  They 
escaped  and  took  refuge  io  the  palaia,  (or  parliament 
houqe^)  the  parliament  assembled  itself  extraordinarily, 
itiunmoned  ti)e  Pukes  and  Peera  specially,  and  came  to 
^e  resolution  of  the  fifth,  which  they  sent  to  Versailles 
by  deputies,  determined  not  to  leave  the  palace  until 
they  received  an  answer.  In  the  course  of  that  night, 
a  faattaliim  of  guards  surrounded  the  house,  the  two 
membecs  were  taken  by  the  officer  from  among  t&eir 
fellows,  and  sent  off  to  piison,  the  one  to  Lyons,  the 
other,  (d'Epremesoil)  tbe  most  obnoxious,  to  an  Island 
is  the  Mediterranean.  The  parliament  then  separated. 
On  the  Sth,  a  bed  of  justice  was  held  at  Versailles, 
irtierein  were  enregistered  the  six  ordinances  which  had 
been  passed  in  council  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  which  I 
now  sepd  you.  TMy  were,  in  like  manner,  registered 
in  beds  of  justice,  on  the  same  day,  nearly  in  all  the 
parliaments  of  the  Kingdom.  By  these  ordinances,  Ist 
the  erinmial  law  is  reformed,  by  abolishing  examination 
on  the  uUttte,  which,  like  our  holding  up  the  hand  at 
the  bar,  remained  a  Uigm»  m  the  party,  thou|^  inno- 
cem ;  by  substituting  an  o&di,  iiutead  of.  toitun,  on  the 
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^ueOion  prBnliAle,  which  is  used  after  condoniunion, 
to  make  the  prisoner  discoverbis  aetomplices ;  (the  tor- 
ture abdisbed  in  1780,  was  on  the  question  preparet- 
toire,  previous  to  judgment,  in  order  to  make  the  prison- 
er accuse  himself)  by  allowmg  counsel  to  the  prisoner 
for  his  defence,  obliging  the  judges  to  specify  m  tbeir 
judgments,  the  oSenoe  for  which  tbey  are  condemned, 
and  respiting  execution  a  month,  except  in  the  case  of 
sedition.  This  reformation  is  unquestionably  good,  and 
vrithio  the  ordinary  legislative  powers  of  the  crown. 
That  it  should  remain  to  be  made  at  this  day,  proves 
that  the  Monarch  is  the  last  person  in  his  Kingdom,  who 
yields  to  the  pn^ress  of  philanthropy  and  civilization. 
Qd.  The  organization  of  the  whole  judiciary  department 
is  changed,  by  theios^tution  of  subordinate  jurisdic- 
ticm,  the  taking  fitim  the  parHaments  the  cognizance 
of  all  causes  of  less  value  than  twenty  thousand  livres, 
reducing  the  numbers  to  about  a  fourth,  and  suppress* 
ing  a  Domber  of  special  courts.  Even  this  would  be  a 
great  improvement,  if  it  it  did  not  imply  that  the  King 
is  the  only  person  in  the  nation  who  has  any  rights 
or  any  power.  3rd.  The  right  of  r^isteiii^  the  laws 
is  taken  from  tbe  Pariiament  and  transferred  to  a  ple- 
nary conn,  (seated  by  the  King.  This  last  is  the 
measure  most  obnoxious  to  all  persons.-  Though  the 
membets-are  to  be-for  Kfe,  yet  the  great  proportion  of 
them  are  from  descripUons  of  men  always  candidates  (at 
the  royal  &vor  in  athei  lines.  As  yei  the  general  con- 
sternation, is  not  yet  sufficaently  passed  over, '  to  say 
iriiether  die  matter  will  end  here.  I  send  you  some  pa- 
pers which  indicate  symptoms  of  resistance.  These  are 
the  resolutioD  c^  the  NobUtie  of  &ittany,  the  declara- 
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don  of  the  Advocate  General  of  Provence,  wtuch  is  sud 
to  .express  the  spint  of  that  province,  and  the  arrf<  of 
the  Cbatelet,  which  is  tha  hustings  court  of  the  city 
of  Pans.  Their  teltual  to  act  under  the  new  character 
assigned  them,  and  the  suspension  of  their  principal  func- 
tions, is  very  embarrassing.  The  clamprs  this  will  excite, 
and  the  disorders  it  may  admit,  will  be  loud  and  near  to 
the  royal  eax  and  persffli.  The,  parliamentary  fragments 
peroiilted  to  remain,  have  already,  some  of  them,  refused, 
and  pix>bably  all  will  refuse  to  act  under  that  form.  The 
Assembly  of  the  Clei^,  which  happens  to  be  sitting, 
have  addressed  the  King  to  call  the  States  Oeoeral  im- 
mediately. Of  the  Dukes  and  Peers,  (thirty-eight  Id 
number,)  nearly  half  are  either  mioors  or  superanuated  ; 
two-thirds  of  the  acting  half  seem  disposed  to  avoid 
taking  a  part ;  the  rest,  about  eight  or.  nipe,  have  r^e- 
fused,  by  letters  to  the  £ipg,  to  act  in  the  new, courts. 
A  pn^iositioii,  executed  among  the  Dukes  and  Peers,  -to 
assemble  and  address  the  King  for  a  modification  of  the 
plsnary  court,  seems  to  show.that  the  (rpvernment  would 
be  willing  to  compromise  on  that  head.  It  has  been  pre- 
vented by  the  Dukes  and  Peers,  in  exposition,  because 
they  suppose  that  no  modification  to  be  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment will  give  to  that  body  the  form  they  desire, 
which  is  that  of  a  representation  of  the  nation.  They 
will  ftim,  tberefoie,  at  an  iipmediate,  call  of  the  States 
Gener^.  They  foresee  that  if  the  Government  is  forced 
to  this,  they  will  call  them  as  nearly  as  they  can,  in  the 
ancient  forms,  in  which  case  less  good  will  he  expected 
from  iheta.  Bift  they  hopq  they  may  be  got  to  concur 
in  a  declaration  of  rights,  at  least ;  so  that  the  nation  may 
be  ^knowledged  to  hare  some  fundamental  rights  not 
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ahenble  by  tberr  ordkiary  legislatiite,  and  thattbiB  a»y 
tana  a  ground  work  fi>r  future  tmpMveineiits:  Tbese 
seem  to  be  tbe  news  of  tbe  most  enlightened  dnd  Am- 
tnested  cbaracwra  of  tbe  oppdsitkm.  But  they  may  be 
frtistrMed  by  tbe  nations  making  □(>  say  at  dl,  w  by  a 
basty  ftud  premature  appeal  to  arms.    There  is  iiatihet 

I  head  bot  body  in  the  natiob  to  promise  a  auecessful  qp^ 
position,  to  two  hundred  thousand  regular  troops.  Sooie 
think  the  army  could  tiot  be  depended  oq  by  tbe  OOTem* 
ment ;  bat  tbe  breaking  men  to  military  disc^lme,  il 
breaking  their  spuits  to  principles  of  passive  obedieiKe. 
A  firm  bnt  quiet  opposition  will  be  most  likely  to  suo- 
oeed.  Whatever  turn  this  crisis  takes,  a  revolution  in 
their  constitntion  seems  inevitable,  unless  foreign  war 
supervene,  to  suspend  the  preset  contest ;  and  a  foreign 
war  they  will  avoid  if  possible,  from  an  inability  to  get 
money.  The  loen.of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millioat 
of  the  present  year^  H  filled  up  by  such  subscriptions  a> 
may  be  relied  on.  But  that  of  eighty  millions,  proposed 
for  tbe  nest  year,  cannot  be  filled '  up  iii  the  actual  sltaa" 
tion  of  things. 

The  Au9tri»i3  have  been  successfiil  in  an  attack  upon 
Schabatz,  intended  as  a  preliminary  to  that  of  Brigr&de. 
Id  that  on  Dubitza,  another  tomn  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Belgrade,  tbey  have  been  repulsed,  and  as  is  suspected, 
mth  considerable  loss.  It  is  stiil  supposed  tbe  Rossiaii 
fleet  will  go  into  the  Mediterranean,  though  it  wQI  -be 
Amdh  retarded  by  the  refusal  of  the  English  Govenmieni, 
to  permit  its  sailors  to  engage  in  tbe  v6ytge.     Streden 

.  fltid  Denmark  are  arming  Irom  eight  to  twelve  ships  of 
the  line  eflch.  The  Engltsh  and  Dutch  treaty  yefu  wfll 
find  in  the  Leyden  gazettes  of  M«y  9th  and  I3tb;  that 
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betweett  England  end  Prnssla  is  supposed  to  be  BtationO' 
rf.  Monsieur  de  St.  Priest,  the  Ambassador  ttom  thii 
Court  to  the  Hague  is  either  gone,  or  on  the  pcnAt  of 
going.  The  Emperor  of  Morocco  has  declared  wu 
agftiost  England.  1  enclose  you  his  ofders  in  our  fato^ 
On  that  occasion.  En^and  sends  a  squadron  to  the 
Mediterranean  f<H  the  protection  of  her  commerce,  and 
she  is  re-enfbrcing  her  possessions  in  the  two  Indies. 
France  is  expecting  the  arrival  of  an  embassy  from 
Tippo  Seib,  is  sending  some  regiments  to  the  East  Indies, 
and  a  fleet  of  evolution  into  the  Atlandc.  Seven  ships 
of  the  line,  and  several  frigates,  sailed  from  Cadis  on  the 
aOad  April,  destined  to  perfottn  evolutions  off  the  West- 
era  Islands,  as  the  Spaniards  say,  but  really  to  their 
American  possessions,  as  is  suspected.  Thus  the  several 
■  powei^  are  by  little  and  little  taking  the  position  of  war, 
without  bny  immediate  intention  of  waging  it.  But  that 
the  present  ill  humor  will  finally  end  in  war,  a  doubted 
by'no  body. 

In  my  l^tw  of  February  6th,  I  had  the  honor  oC  in- 
forming you  of  the  discontent  produced  by  our  arrit  of 
December  d9tb,  among  ibe  metchants  of  this  country, 
and  the  deputations  from  the  chambers  of  commerce  to 
the  Minister  on  thrat  sfibject.  The  articles  attacked  were 
dte  privileges  on  the  sale  of  our  ships,  and  the  enirepl4 
tat  cod  fisb.  The  former  I  knew  to  be  valuable ;  the 
latter  I  supposed  not  so ;  because,  during  tbe  whole  of 
the  time  we  have  h&d  fourfree  ports  in  this  kingdom,  we 
have  never  used  them  for  the  smuggling  of  fish.  I  ooih 
dnded ,  thenfote,  tbe  ports  of  mtre^t  would  not  be  used 
for  that  purpose.  1  saw  the  Minister  would  sacrifice 
sometfiing  to  quiet  the  mevchanis,  tuid  we9  glad  to  save 
Vol.  Ill — 51 
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the  vnluable  article  relative  to  our  abips,  by  abaadmuig 
the  useless  one  forourcod  fish.  It  was  settled,  therefore, 
m  our  CMiferences,  that  bd  arrit  should  be  passed,  abridg- 
ing tbe  fonner  one  only  ss  to  the  entr^t  of  cod  fiah.  I 
was  in  Holland  when  the  arrj^ came  out,  anddid'not  get 
a  oopy-  of  it  tin  yesterday.  Surprised  to  find  that  fish  oil 
tvae  thereby  excluded  from  the  tntre^t,  1  have  been  to- 
day to  make  some  inquiry  into  the  cause,  and  from  what 
leas  learn,  I  conclude  it  must  have  been  a  mere  error  in 
the  clerk,  who  framed  the  arrit,  and  it  escaped  attention 
on  its  passage.  The  entreat  of  whale  oil  was  not  ob- 
jected to  by  asingle  deputy  atthe  conferences,  and  the 
excluding  it>  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  encouragement, 
the  Ministers  have  shewn  a  dispositicn  to  ^ve.  1  trust, 
therefore, '  1  may  get  it  altered  cm  the  first  occaw>n 
which  occure,  and  I  believe  caie  will  soon  occur.  In  tbe 
mAntime  we  do  not  store  asingle  drop  for  re-expofta- 
ti(Hi,«fi  all  which  comes  here  is  needed  for  tbe  consump- 
lion  of  this  country  ;  which  will  alone,  according  to  ap- 
pearances, become  so  considerable  as  to  require  all  we 
Mn  produce. 

'  By  a  letter  of  the  8tb  instant  fiora  our  bapkera,  I  learn 
ittaX,  they  had  disposed  of  bonds  enough  to  pay  our  June 
ioteresi,  and  to.  replace  the  temporary  advances  made  by 
M.  Grand,  and  fixHU  a  fund  placed  hetie  by  the  State  oi 
Virginia.  I  bave  desired  them  accordingly  to  replace 
these  moneys,  which  had  been  lent  for  the  moment  only, 
and  in  confidence  of  immediate  repaymeot.  They  add 
that  the  payment  of  the  June  interest,  and  the  news  from 
America,  will,  as  they  trust,  enable  them  to  place  the  re- 
mtumng  bonds  of  the  last  year's  million.  I  suppose  in- 
deed, that  there  is  no  doubt  of  it,  and  that  none  would 
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bare  been  expressed  if  those  two  houses  could  draw  bet- 
ter together  than  they  rio.  In  the  meantime  I  hope  the 
Treasury  Board  will  send  an  order  for  as  much  as  may  be 
necessary,  Tor  executing  the  purpose  of  Congress  as  to 
our  captives  at  Algiers 

I  send  you  herewith  a  mmnoclal  of  Monsieur  Oaseaux, 
irtiose  name  is  familiar  oa  the  journals  of  Congress. 
He  prepared  ii  to  be  delivered  to  the  King,  but  I  be-> 
tieve  he  will  think  better,  and  not  ddiver  it. 

The  Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden  oCTompany  this. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ha 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  May  dTth,  1788.  I  have  kept  my  letter  open 
ta  the  moment  of  Hr.  Warville's  departure  (he  being 
the  bearer  of  it)  that  I  might  add  any  new  inoidents  that 
should  occur.  The  refiisal  of  the  cbatelet  and  grtmde 
chambre  of  Paris,  to  act  in  the  new  character  asatgaed' 
them,  continues.  Many  of  the  gra»de»  bqUiagei  accept, 
some  conditionally,  some  fiiUy.  This  will  ^ilitaie 
greatly  the  measures  of  govemtnent,  and  may  possibly 
give  them  a  favoiable  issue.  The  parliament  of  Thou- 
louse,  considering  the  edicts  as  nullities,  went  on  with 
their  business.  They  have  been  exiled  in  c<xtsequence. 
Monaeuc  de  St.  Priest,  left  Paris  for  the  Hague,  on  the 
33rd.  I  mention  this  fact,  becauje  it  denotes  the  ac- 
{puescence  of  this  government  in  the  late  revolutifRi 
there.  A  second  divinon  «f  the  Spanish  fleet  will  put 
to  sea  soon,  ^  destination  notdeclued.  Sweden  is  arm- 
ing  to  a  greater  extent  than  was  at  first  supposed. 
From  twelve  to  sixteen  sail  of  the  line  are  spcdcen  of  on 
good  grouids.  Denmaik,  for  Irer  own  security,  must 
atm  in  proportion  to  this.  T.  J. 
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fBpU   TaOVl^S    JKFIIERSO^    TO  JOHN   3iJ. 

(Private.) 

P»ri^  Hkr  37,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  chaage  wbicti  is  likelj  lo  take  place  in  the  fonn 
of  ouf  Goveroment,  seems  to  icodsr  it  proper  tint  during 
tko  exiHleace  of  the  present  Govttnunent,  id  anicto 
should  be  mentioDed  which  cwnems  me  persoaalljr. 
Unoettain,  however,  how  &r  Congress  naajr  have  decided 
to  do  business  when  so  near  the  close  of  their  adminis- 
tratioQ ;  less  capable  tfaan  those  on  the  spot  of  foreseeing 
the  character  of  the  new  Government ;  and  not  llilly 
ooafiding  i>  mgr  own  judgment,  when  it  is  so  liable  to 
b»  sedoced  by  feelmg,  I  take  the  liberty  (^  asking  yarn 
fticnd^r  Gonmel,  and  that  of  mj  friend  Hr.  MadisoD, 
and  of  referring  the  matter  Co  your  judgments  and  dis- 
cmioa. 

Jit.  Bart^y,  when  m  Europe,  was  anthorioed  to  set- 
tle all  the  European  accotmls  of  the  Unhad^  States.  He 
setded  those  of  I>oct«r  FranUin  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  it 
was  intended  between  us,  that  he  should  settle  mine. 
But  as  what  may  be  done  at  any  tima  is  often  put  off  toi 
the  )aflt>  this  settlement  had  beetii  made  to  give  way  tO' 
othersk  and  that  of  Beaumarchais  being  pressed  on  Mri 
Barclay  beftoe  his  departure  foe  Horooco,  and'  having 
IcHig  retarded  his  depaituie,  it  was  agreed  that  n^  affiif 
sbouldiawait  hisrsturaiionilhatiwisMon;  YoukDowtfaei 
iciKumstflndes  which  pieveoted -his  return  la  ParisiAer' 
Ulatmnuon  whs  finished.  My  leoountis^  therefore^  ub- 
setded  ;  but  I  have'no  anxiety  on  any  article  of  itez- 
cvptoue  j  that  is  the  outfit.  This  ooasiits  of,  t.  Glothee. 
3,  Qaniage  and  horses.  3.  Houseinld  finniiui^    Whaa 
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Coogroes  oode  theur  first  appomtments  of  MiniBters  to 
be  re^dent  in  Einnpe,  I  have  undetstood  (for  I  was  not 
then  io  Ccmgr^s)  thtt  they  aJlonod  thtm  all  their  ex- 
penses, and  a  fixed  .  atna  over  and  above  foe  their  time. 
AmoDg  their  expenBes  waa  necessar^y  understood  th^ 
outfit.  Aberwacds  tkey  thought  psopra'  to  give  tfaem 
6sttd  salaaies  of  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and'  eleren 
liallaia  and  one  ninth  a  year.  And  c^ain,  by  a  resoludon 
of  May  6th  and  8tb,  1784,  the  salanes  of  their  Minis- 
tUB  at  fi»eign  Goiurts,  wene  reduced  to  nine  tbon- 
sand  dollars,  to  take  pkce  on  tbe  fim  of  Angust  en- 
9%Dng.  On  the  7lJi.of  May  I  was  appointed,  in  addition 
lo  Mr.  Adams  and  Doeior  Franklin,  for  the  n^odatiai 
of  treaties  of  coauD«x;e ;  but  the  appointmeot  bong 
temporary,  for  two  years  only,  uid  not  as  of  a  nsident 
ifiwstar,  the  artiole  of  oufit  did' not  come  into  question. 
I  asked  an  advance  of  six  months^  salary,  that  I  might  be 
in  cash'  to  meet  the  first  expenses,  which  was  ordered. 
Ilie  year  ibllowing  I  was  appointed  tO'  succeed  Doctor 
Franklin  at  tliis  Court.  This  was  the  Gnt  appointmeiit 
of  8  Minister  rsstdent  rinoe  the  original  ones,  under  which 
aU  expcMses  were  to  be  paid.  So  much  of  the  ancient 
nguUnion  as  respected  annual  atpauea,  had  been,  altes- 
ed  loia  sum  certain ;  so  much  of  it  as  respeoted'^sf  eay 
jranrer.orou^fr,  reiaanedunatored;  and  I  might,  tbete- 
fore^  expect  that  the  actual  expanses  for  outfit  were  to  be 
paid.  When  i  prepaced  my  acoomtt  for  settlement  with 
Hrt.Banclay,  I  began  a  detailiof  tlwartidesof  clothes,  oan- 
nafpf  horses'  and  houselioM  funiituiie.  1  fiHind  that 
tbey  were  namemus,  minute,  and  incap^le,  from  ibein 
ottura,  ofi  being  vouched ;  and*  often  earned  into  my 
mamiHUidtno  bfxiky  uader  a  general  head^cmly,  so  that 
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1  could  DOt  specify  tbeiD.  I  found  they  would  exceed  a 
yeir's  salary.  Supposing,  therefore,  that  mine,  being 
the  first  case',  Con^«ss  would  make  a  precedent  of  it, 
and  prefer  a  sum  fixed  for  the  outfit,  as  well  as  the  sala- 
ry. I  have  charged  it  in  my  account  at  a  year's  salary, 
presuming  there  can  be  no  question  that  an  outfit  is  a 
reasonable  chaise.  It  is  the  usage  here,  (and  I  sappoae 
at  all  Courts)  that  a  Minister  resident,  shall  establish 
hia  house  in  the  first  instant.  If  this  is  to  be  done  out 
of  his  salary,  he  will  be  a  twelvemonth,  at  least,  without 
a  copper  to  live  on.  It  is  the  universal  practice,  there- 
fore, of  all  naUoDS,  to  allow  the  outfit  as  a  separate  arti- 
cle Irom  the  salary.  I  have  mquired  here,  mto  the 
usual  amount  of  it,  I  find  that,  sememes,  the  Sove- 
rei^  pays  the  actual  cost,  this  is  particularly  the  case  of 
the  Sardinian  Ambassador,  now  coming  here,  who  is  to 
provide. a  service  of  plate,  and  every  article  of  fiimi- 
ture,  and  oibei  matters  of  first  expense,  to  be  paid  for 
by  his  Court.  In  other  instances,  they  give  a  serrkse 
of  plate,  and  a  fixed  sum  for  all  other  articles,  which 
fixed  sum  is  in  do  case  lower  than  a  year's  salary. 

I  desire  no  service  of  plate,  having  no  ambition  for 
splendor.  My  furniture,  carriage  and  apparel,  are  alt 
plain,  yet  they  have  cost  me  more  than  a  year's  salary. 
I  suppose,  that  in  evety  cwtatry,- and  in  every  condition 
of  life,  a  years  expense  would  be  found  a  moderate 
measure  ibr  the  furniture  of  a  man's  house. .  It  is  not 
more  certain  to  me,  that  the  sun  will  rise  to-mortow, 
than  that  our  government  must  allow  the  outfit,  on  their 
future  appointment  of  foreign  Ministers  ;  and  it  would 
he  hard  on  me'  to  stand  between  the  discoDlinuance  of:  a 
fimner  rule,  and  institution  of  a  future  one,  as  to  have 
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tbe  benefit  of  neither.  I  know  I  hare  so  long  known 
the  character  of  our  federal  head,  in  its  present  form, 
that  1  have  the  most  unUmited  confidence  in  the  justice 
of  its  deeiaions.  I  think  I  am  so  far  known  to  many  of 
the  present  Congress,  as  that  I  may  he  cleared  of  all 
riews  of  making  money  out  of  any  public  employment, 
or  of  desiring  any  thing  beyond  actual  and  decent  ex- 
penses, proportioned  to  the  station  in  which  they  have 
been  pleased  to  place  roe,  and  to  the  respect  they  would 
wish  to  see  attached  to  it.  It  would  seem  right,  that 
they  should  decide  the  claims  of  those  who  have  acted 
under  their  administration,  and  their  pretermission  of 
any  article,  might  amount  to  a  disallowance  of  it,  in  tbe 
opinion  of  tbe  new  government.  It  would  be  painful  to 
me  to  meet  that  government  with  a  claim  under  this 
kind  of  cloud,  and  to  pass  it  in  review  before  their  seve- 
ral  houses  of  legislation,  and  boards  of  administration, 
to  whom  I  shall  be  unknown ;  and  being  for  money  ac- 
tually expended,  it  would  be  too  inconvenient  lo  me  to 
relinquish  it  in  silence.  I  anxiously  ask  it,  therefore,  to 
be  decided  on  by  Confess,  before  they  go  out  of  office ; 
if  it  be  not  out  of.  the  line  of  proceeding  they  may  have 
chalked  out  for  themselves.  If  it  bs  against  their  incli- 
oatioD  to  determine  it,  would  it  be  agreeable  to  them  lo 
refer  it  to  the  new  government,  by  some  resolatioQ, 
which  should  shew,  they  have  not  meant  to  disallow  it, 
by  passing  it  over  ?  Not  knowing  the  circumstances 
nader  which  Congress  may  exist,  and  act  at  the  moment 
you  shall  receive  this,  I  am  unable  to  judge  what  should 
be  done  en  this  subject.  It  is,  therefore,  that  I  ask  tbe 
aid  of  your  fiiand^p,  and  that  of  Mr.  Madison,  that 
you  will  do  ibr  me  in  this  regard,  what  you  think  it  b 
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right  ahonld  be  done,  and  what  it  would  be  right  far  ma 
to  do,  were  I  on  the  spot,  or  were  I  apprized  of  aH  ex- 
isting  circumstaixjes.  Indeed,  were  you  two  to  think  my 
claim  an  improper  one,  I  would  wish  it  to  be  suppressed, 
as  I  have  so  much  confidence  in  your  judgment,  that  1 
should  suspect  my  own  in  any  case,  where  it  varied  from 
yours,  and  raose  especially  in  one  where  it  is  liable  to  be 
warped  by  feeling.  Give  me  leave,  then,  to  ask  your 
conuiltatioD  with  Mr.  Madison  (Hi  thiB  sul^eet,  and  to 
assure  you,  that  whatever  you  are  so  good  as  to  do 
hereto,  will  be  peifeotly  approved,  and  considered  as  a 
great  c^tigation  conferred  on  him,  who  hsa  the  honw  to 
bfl,  8ic. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


raOH    TSOHAS  JEWERSOK  to  WILLIAM    CAKHIOBASI.. 
Paris,   M«y  ST,  17S8. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  fiivonof  April  the  1 4th  and  39th,  and  May  ibe 
8tb,  have  lately  come  to  hand.  That  of  January  the 
ddth,  by  M.  de  MoUneito,  bad  been  left  here  cluikig  my 
absence  on  a  journey  to  Amsterdam.  That  genttemeB 
bad  gme,  as  I  presume,  befiiwe  mr  retnm,  frommy  being 
unable  to  learn  any  thing  of  hhn. 

With  respect  to  the  iathmas  of  Panania,  I  am  assiu^  by 
Buvgoin,  (who  would  not  choose  to  be  aamed  however,) 
that  a  survey  was  made,  that  a  cana)  appeared  very  pmo- 
ticable,  and  that  the  idea  was  suppressed  for  politieal  rear- 
sons  altogether.     He  has  seen  and  miouteiy  exurrioed 
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the  repwt.  This  report  is  to  me  a  vast  dendentuin,  for 
retWMi*  political  and  philosc^ical.  I  canttot  help  susf 
pectiag  ihe  Spanish  squadron  to  Iw  gone  to  South  Ame- 
rica, and  that  some  tUsturbtaces  bare  been  exdted  there 
by  the  Bnd«h.  The  Coun  of  Madrid  may  suppose  we 
would  not  see  this  with  an  unwilling  eye.  This,  may  be 
true  as  to  the  oninibrmed  part  of  our  people ;  but  those 
who  look  into  futility  faither  thtn  the  present  in<«aeiit  or 
age,  and  who  combine  well  what  is,  with  what  is  >to  be, 
must  see  that  oiu:  interests  well  understood,  and  our 
friahes  are  ^at  Spain  shall  (not  forerer)  but,  very  long 
retain  her  possessions  in  that  quarter ;  and  that  her  views 
and  ours  must,  in  a  good  degree,  and  for  a  long  time  eon- 
cur.  It  is  said  in  our  gazettes,  that  the  Spaniards  have 
sunk  one  of  our  boats  on  the  Mississippi,  and  that  (hit 
people  retaliated  on  one  of  thars.  But  my  letters  not 
ineoti(Hiing  the  Act,  have  made  me  hope  it  ii  not  true,  m 
which  hope  your  letter  confirms  me.  There  are  now  one 
one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  in  Kentucky.  They 
have  accepted  the  offer  of  independence,  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  Virginia,  aod  they  hare  decuded  ^tt  theiF 
independoit  govemraent  shall  be^n  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  year.  In  the  meantime,  they  claim  admittance 
into  C<»gr8ss.  Georgia  has  ceded  her  western  territory 
to  tb«  United  States,  to  take  place  with  the  comtbence- 
ment  of  the  aew  Federal  Govoimnent.  I  do  not  kaow 
the  boundanfls.  There  baa  berai  some  dispute  aC  eti- 
quette with  the  new  French  Uuiisler  wbteh  has  disgusted 

The  it^owing  is  a  state  of  the  progress  ami  proapeots 
d"  Ibe  new  plan  of  governmeot. 
Vol.  III.— 52 
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TJieo<mdiict  of  Massachusetta  tws  besb  noble.  She 
accepted  the  coostilu  lion,  butvoted  thatiit  should,  stand 
as  a  perpetual  instructieii  to  her  dsI^Btes,  to  endeaToc 
to  obtain,  such  and  audi  refbnnatioua ;  and  the  minonty, 
though  very  strong  both  in  numbers  and  abilities,  de- 
clared viritim  and  jmafun,'that  acluiowledging  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  majority  must  give  the  lawj  thejr  would 
DOW  support  the  new  cotA^ntion  with  their  tongues,  and 
with  their  blood,  if  necessary.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
many  and  essenUal  parts  of  this  iaatnunent  from  the  be- 
gioiung.  But  I  thought  I  saw  in  it  many  faults,  great 
and  snnit.  What  I  have  read  and  refiected,  has  brought 
ms  over  from  several  of  my  objections  of  the  first  mo- 
meat,  and  to  acquiesce  undeo  soma  others.  Two  only 
remain  of  essential  considera^oo,  to  wit :  the  want  of  a 
bill  of  rights,  and  the  expunging  the  [»iaciple  of  necessa- 
ry  rotation  ia  the  offices  of  President  and  Senator.  At 
first,  1  wished  that  when  nine  Sutes  should  have  accept- 
ed the  constitu^oo,  so  as  to  ensure  us  what  is  good  in  it, 
the  other  four  might  hold  off  till  the  want. of  the  bill  of 
rights  at  least  might  be  suppUed.  But  I  am  now  con- 
vinced that  the  plan  of  Massachusetts  is  tbe  best,  that  is, 
to  accept,  and  to  amend  afterwards.  If  the  States  which 
wen  to  deoide  aiier  her,  shouldaU  do  the  same,  h  is  tm- 
pasBifale,.but.thBt  they  must.obtun  the  e^sntial  amead- 
nenti-'  It  .will  be  mere  diffibult^  -Ui^e.laae  this  instni-' 
ment*  to  recover  what  ii  good  in  It,  than,  to:  correct- 
whaLis  bad,  after  we  >  shall  have  adc^Aed  it.  .It'  jaa, 
therefore,  my  hearty  prayers,  and  I  await  with  anxiety' 
for  news  of  the  votes  of  Mainland,  South  Carolina  and 
Virginia.  There  is  no  doubt  that  General  Washington 
will  accept  the  Presidentship ;  thoi:^  he  is  silent  on  the 
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■ttbJGCt.  He  would  not  be  cAiosen  to  the  Vii^nia  Coa- 
veniioD.  A  rioi  has  taken  place  in  New  York,  whicb  I 
will  itate  to  you  from  an  eye  witness.  It  has  long  beea 
a  practice  with  the  surgeons  of  that  eity  to  steal  from  ths 
grave,  hodies  recently  buried.  A  citizen  had  lost  his 
wife ;  he  wbnt  the  first  oc  second  evening  after  her  burial 
to  pay  a  visit  to  her  grave.  He  found  that  it  had  been 
disturbed,  and  suspected  from  what  quarter.  He  found 
means  to  be  admitted  to  the  anatomical  lecltipe  of  that 
day,  and  on  bis  entering  the  room,  saw  the  body  of  his 
wife,  naked  and  under  dissection.  He  raised  the  people 
immediately.  The  bodyin-the  meantime,  was  secreted. 
They  entered  into  and  sedrched  the  houses  of  the  physi- 
cians, whom  they  most  suspected,  but  fomid  nothing. 
One  of  tliem,  however,  more  guilty  or  more  timid  than 
the  rest,  took  asylum  in  the  prison. 

The  mob  considered  this  an  acknowledgment  of  guilt. 
Iley  attacked  the  prison.  The  Governor  <Hrdered 
militia  to  protect  the  culprits  and  suppress  the  mob: 
The  militia  thinking  the  mob  had  just  provocation,  re- 
fined to  turn  out.  Hereupon,  the  people  of  more  reflec- 
tion, thinking  it  more  dangerous  that  even  a  guilty  person 
should  be  punished  without  the  fonn  of  law,  than  that 
be  should  escapej  armed  themselves,  and  went  to  protect 
the  physician.  They  were  received  by  the  mob.  with  a 
volley  of  stones,  which  wounded  several  of  them.  They 
hereupon,  fired  on  the  mob  and  killed  four.  By  this 
time  they  received  a  re-inforcement  of  other  citizens  of 
the  militia  horse,  the  appearance  of  which,  in  the  critical 
moment,  dispersed  the  mob.  So  ended  this  chapter  of 
history,  which  I  have  detailed  to  you,  because  it  may  be 
represented  as  a  political  riot,  when  politics  had  nothing 
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to  do  widi  it.     Mr.  Jmy  and  Baroo  Steuben  were  both 
grierously  wounded  in  the  head  by  stones.     The  (brmer 
stiU  kept  his  bed,  and  the  latter  his  room,  when  the 
packet  sailed,  wluch  was.tbe  94th  of  Apal. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l>e,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


r«»i(  toeiua  jsitsbson  to  sobs  jat. 

piriH  hmj  30,  trm. 
Sir, 

A  fiiither  delay  of  Hr.  WarViUe,  enablet  Die  to 
ocksowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  April 
34tb,  by  Mr.  Paradise.  Nothmg  new  has  occurred 
wtce  the  date  of  niy  other  letters  which  go  by  this  con- 
veyance, except  that  about  otie-tUid  of  the  BmOaget 
bavfl  accepted. their  ap^Huntmeals.  If  tbeothers  ftettj 
leneraUy  should  do  the  satae,  and  the  ChOeUt  he 
brought  over,  it  will  pi«ce  Government  preny  muoh  at 
their  ease,  to  pursue  theit  Other  views  of  change.  Th6 
only  aymptoma  Of  violence  which  have  appeared,  have 
been-  in  Brittany,  Provence  and  Languedoc. 

I  have  the  hoiiOT  to  be,  bo. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


WFSOIf   lO^K   JILT  TO   TBOUM  JKFkBHBOH. 


4 


Dear  Sir, 
My  last  to  you  was  dated  the  9th  June,  since  which, 
1  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  4tht  23cl,  and  30th 
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May  last,  which,  with  the  papers  that  accompanied  them, 
were  communicated  to  Congress. 

Two  copies  of  the  ratificadon  of  Mr,  Adams'  last  con- 
tract have  been  transmitted  to  you,  under  cover  to  Messrs. 
Willtnks  and  Van  Staphorsts,  by  vesseb  bouod  to  Am- 
sterdam. A  Implicate  will  be  enclosed  with  this,  t^ 
getber  with  the  foUowiug  papers,  viz:  The  reqtusitioo 
<^  Congress  for  the  present  year,  passed  the  35th  of  last 
mon^;  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  13tb  instant,  enabling  you 
to  providB  for  the  subnstence  t^tbe  American  captives  at 
Alters,  and  Bp]m)Ting  of  your  supplementary  instnictioii 
to  Hr.  Luabon  that  head  ;  a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  sams 
date,  lor  putting  the  constitution  into  operation,  and  also 
the  printed  journals  necessary  to  complete  your  set,  and 
a  parcel  of  the  latest  newspapers. 

These  despatches  wHl  go  from  Beston,  in  a  vessel 
bound  from  thence  to  France.  How  bx  this  conveyance 
may  be  a  safe  one,  I  am  not  well  intbrmed.  I  neverthe- 
less, think  it  best  to  postpone  details  fiw  the  present,  as 
well  aB  the  private  letter,  which  you  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect from  me  on  the  Kabject,  you  also  hinted  to  Mr. 
MadiecHi,  with  whom  I  have  conferred  respectmg  it. 
Tixn  is  a  reluctance  in  same  to  adopt  the  idea  it  sug- 
gests, and  I  apprehend  that  othws  will  prefer  delay  to  a 
decsibn  upon  it. 

With  very  siacere  esteem,  Sec. 

JOHN  JAY, 
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FROM  THOmi  JEI-CSBBOK  TO    THE    COMTS   DE   BEKM- 
STOBFr. 

Paris,  June  19,  17SS. 
I  bad  the  honor  of  addressing  jour  Excellency,  hy 
Admira]  Paul  Jones,  od  the  31st  of  January,  on  the 
flubject  oi  the  prizes  taken  under  bis  commaod  during 
the  late  war,  and  sent  into  Be^n.  I  communicated,  at 
the  same  time,  a  copy  of  the  powers  which  the  Congress 
of  the  United  .States  of  America  had  been  pleased  tocoo- 
fide  to  me  therein,  having  previously  shewn  tbe  original 
to  riieBaimi  de  Bl6me,  Envoy  Extraordmary  ofibiaMa- 
jes^,  the  Kii^  of  Denmark,  at  their  Court,  and  I  fur- 
nished, at  the  same  time,  to  Admiral  Paul  Jones,  siicb 
authority  as  I  was  empowered  to  delegate,  for  the  ar- 
rangement of  this  affiir.  That  officer  has  transmitted 
me  a  copy  of  your  Excellency's  letter  to  him,  after  the 
4tb  of  April,  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  observe,  that 
the  want  of  full  powers  oo  bis  part,  was  an  invincible 
obstacle  to  the  definite  discussion  of  this  claim  with  lum, 
and  to  expTesa  your  dispositions  to  institute  a  settlement 
at  this  place.  Always  assured  of  the  justice  and  honor 
of  the  Court  o(  Denmark,  and  encouraged  by  the  par- 
ttoular  readiness  of  your  Excellency  to  settle  and  re- 
move this  difficulty  from  between  the  two  nations,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  recalling  your  attention  to  it.  The  place 
of  negotia^on  proposed  by  your  Excellency,  meets  do 
objection  from  us,  and  it  removes,  at  the  same  time,  that 
which  the  want  of  full  powers  in  Admiral  Paul  Jmes, 
had  produced  in  your  own  mind.  These  full  powers, 
Congress  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with.  The  ar- 
rangement taken  between  the  person  to  be  charged  with 
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^our  full  powers,  and  lufself,  wilt  be  Soal  and  conclusire. 
You  are  pleased  to  express  a  willingness  to  treat  at  the' 
same  time,  on  the  subjects  of  amity  and  commerce.  The 
powers  formerly  communicated  on  our  part,  were  given 
to  Mr.  Adams,  Doctor  Fratddio  and  myself,  for  a  limit- 
ed tena  only.  That  term  has  expired,  and  the  other 
two  genttemen  returned  to  America ;  so  that  no  person 
is  commissitxied,  at  this  moment,  to  renew  those  confer- 
ences. I  may  safely,  however,  assure  your  Ikcellency, 
that  the  same  friendly  dispositions  still  continue,  and  the 
same  desire  of  facilitating  and  encouraging  a  commerce 
between  the  two  nations,  which  produced  tlie  former  ap- 
pointment. But  our  nation  is,  at  this  time,  proposing  a 
change  in  the  organization  of  its  Government.  For  this 
change  to  be  agreed  to  by  all  the  members  of  the  Union,  the 
new  administration  chosen  and  brought  into  activity,  their 
domestic  matters  arranged,  which  will  require  their  first 
attention,  their  foreign  system  afterwards  decided  on,  and 
carried  into  fiill  execution,  will  require  a  very  considerable 
length  of  time.  To  place  under  the  same  delay,  the  pri- 
vate claims  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your 
Excellency,  would  be  hard  on  the  persons  interested ;  be- 
cause these  claims  have  no  connexion  with  the  system  of 
commercial  connexion,  which  may  be  established  between 
the  two  nations,  nor  with  the  particular' form  of  ovr  ad- 
ministration. The  justice  due  to  them  is  complete,  and 
the  present- administration  as  competent  to  final  settle- 
ment as  any  future  one  wil]  be,  should  a  fiilure  change 
take  place.  These  individuals  have  already  lingered 
nine  years  in  expectation  of  their  hard  and  perilous  earn- 
ings. Time  lessens  their  numbers  continually,  disperses 
their  representatives,  weakens  the  evidence  of  their  right. 
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and  rendet?  more  and  aimre  impracticatde,  his  Abjesty's 
dispositions  to  repair  the  piivate  injury,  to  wbicb  public 
ciTCumstaoces  constrained  tiim.  These  oonsideratioBs, 
tl>e  just  and  honorable  intentions  of  your  Excellraoy, 
and  tbfl  assurances  you  gire  us  in  your  letter,  that  no  de- 
lay is  wished  on  your  part,  give  me  strong  hopes  that  we 
may  speedily  obtain  that  final  airangesoeot,  which  ezpiess 
instructions  render  it  my  duty  to  urge.  I  hate  the  honor, 
therefore,  of  agreeing  with  your  Excellency,  that  the 
settlement  of  this  matter,  formerly  begun  at  Paris,  shall 
be  continued  there ;  and  to  ask  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  powers  and  instructions  for  this  purpose,  to  sueh 
perscms  as  you  shell  tbtok  proper,  and  in  sueh  fiill  form 
83  may  prevent  those  delays,  to  which  the  distance  be- 
tween Copenhagen  and  Paris  might  otherwise  expose  us. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FHOU  THOMAS  JErreRSOK  TO  THE  COUMT  PE  H0NTH0S1N. 
Puif,  June  so,  iTSS. 
Sir, 

Having  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  lo  your  Excellen- 
cy, the  vrish  of  Congress  that  certain  changes  should  be 
made  in  the  articles  for  a  Consular  Convention,  wbich 
had  been  sent  to  them,  1  have  now  that,  conformably  to 
tbe  desire  you  expressed,  of  giving  a  general  idea  of  the 
alterations  to  be  proposed. 

The  fourth  arucle  gives  to  tbe  Consub,  the  immuni- 
ses of  the  law  of  nations.  It  has  been  understood  how- 
ever, that  the  laws  of  France  do  not  admit  of  this ;  and 
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that  it  might  be  desirable  to  expui^  this  article.  In  this 
we  are  ready  to  concur,  as  in  every  other  case,  where  an 
article  might  call  for  changes  in  the  established  laws, 
edtber  inconvenient  or  disagreeable. 

Afier  establishing  in  fevor  of  Consub,  the  general  im- 
munides  of  the  law  of  naOons,  one  consequenceof  which 
would  have  been,  (bat  they  could  not  have  been  called 
upon  to  give  testimony  in  Courts  of  jusUce.  The  Sth 
article  requires,  that  aller  the  observance  of  certain  for- 
malities, which  imply  very  high  respect,  they  shall  make 
a  declaralicm,  but  in  their  oton  houset  [  Chez  eux]  as  may 
be  pretended,  if  not  justly  inferred,  from  the  expresMons 
in  the  article.  But  our  law%  require,  Indispensably,  a 
persraial  examination  of  mtnesses  b  the  presence  of  the 
parties,  of  their  counsel,  the  juiy  and  judges,  each  of 
whom  has  a  right  to  ask  of  them  all  questions  pertmeot 
to  the  fact.  The  first  and  highest  officers  of  our  gorein- 
ment,  are  obliged  to  appear  personally  to  the  order  of  a 
Court  to  ^ve  evidence.  The  Court  takes  care  that  they 
are  treated  with  reelect.  It  is  proposed,  tbereibre,  to 
omit  this  article  for  these  particular  reoscms,  as  well  aa 
for  the  general  one,  that  the  ftmrth  being  expunged,  this, 
which  was  but  an  exception  to  that,  falls  of  course. 

The  7tb,  Sth,  lOlb  and  14lh  articles  extend  their  pce- 
enunences  lar  beycad  those,  which  the  laws  of  nations 
would  have  given.  These  articles  require  that  tbe  de- 
clarations made  in  the  presence  of  Coosiils,  and  certified 
by  than,  shall  be  received  m  evidence  in  all  Ctiurts  wha^ 
ever ;  and  in  some  insOmces  ^ve  to  their  certificates  « 
credibiUty,  which  excludes  all  other  testimony ;  tbe  cases 
are  rare  in  which  our  Courts  admit  written  evidence  of 
fiiots;  and  such  evidence  wbra  admitted,  mutt  have  been 
Vol.  hi. — 53 
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in  the  presence  of  both  parties,  and  must  contain  the  an- 
swers to  all  the  pertinent  questions,  which  they  may  have 
denred  to  ask  of  the  witness ;  and  to  no  evidence  of 
whatever  nature,  written  or  not,  do  our  laws  give  so  high 
credit,  as  to  exclude  all  counter  proof.  These  principles 
are  of  such  ancient  foundation  in  our  system  of  jurispru- 
dence, and  are  so  much  valued  and  venerated  hy  our  citi- 
zens, that  perhaps  it  would  be  impossibla  to  execute  ar- 
ticles, which  should  contravene  them,  nor  is  it  imagined 
that  these  stipulations  can  be  so  interesting  to  this  coun- 
try as  to  balance  the  inconvenience  and  hazard  of  such  an 
innovaiioa  with  us.  Perhaps,  it  might  be  found  that  the 
Iaw»  of  both  countries  require  a  niodiGcation  of  this  arti- 
cle, as  it  is  inconceivable  that  the  certificate  of  an  Ame- 
rican Consul  in  France,  could  be  p^mitted  by  ona  of  its 
Courts  to  establish  a  fact,  the  falsehood  of  which  should 
be  notorious  to  the  Court  itself. 

The  8th  article  gives  to  the  Consuls  of  either  nation,  a 
jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  over  foreigners  of  any  other. 
On  a  dispute  arising  in  France,  between  an  American  and 
a  Spaniard  or  an  Englishman,  it  would  not  be  fair,  to 
abandon  the  Spaniard  or  Englishman  to  an  American' 
Consul.  On  the  contrary,  the  territorial  judge,  as  neu- 
tnl,  would  seem  to  be  the  most  impartial.  Probably, 
therefore,  it  will  be  thought  convenient  6x  both  parties  to 
correct  this  stipulation. 

A  dispute  arising  between  two  subjects  of  France,  the 
one  being  in  France  and  the  other  in  the  United  States, 
the  regular  tribunals  of  France  would  seera  entitled' to  a 
preference  of  jurisdiction  ;  yet  the  12th  article  gives  it - 
to  their  Consul  in  America,  and  to  a  Consul  of  the 
United  States  in  France  in  a  like  case  between  their  citi- 
zens. 
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The  power  given  .by  the  tenth  article,  of  anesting  and 
aeoding  bock  a  vessel,  its  captain  and  crew,  is  a  very  greet 
one  indeed,  and  in  our  opinion,  more  safely  lodged  with 
the  teiritonal  judge.  We  would,  ourselves,  trust  the 
tribmuis  of  France  to  decide,  when  there  is  just  cause  for 
so  high-handed  an  act  of  authority  over  the  persons  and 
propeny  of  so  many  of  our  citizens,  to  all  of  whom  these 
tribunak  will  stand  in  a  neutraj  and  impartial  relation, 
rather  than  any  single  person  whom  we  may  appoint  as 
Consul,  who  will  seldom  be  learned  in  the  laws,  and  often 
susceptible  of  influence  from  private  interest  and  personal 
pique.  With  us,  appUcalJons  for  the  arrest  of  vessels, 
and  oC  their  masters,  are  made  to  the  admiralty  courts. 
These  are  composed  of  the  most  learned  and  virtuous 
characters  in  the  several  States ;  and  the  maritime  law, 
coaimon  to  all  nations,  is  the  rule  of  their  ptoceedings. 
The  exercise  of  foreign  jurisdiction,  within  the  pale  of 
.  their  own  laws,  in  ft  very  high  case,  and  wherein  those 
laws  have  made  honorable  provisions,  would  be  a  ph«K>- 
menon  never  yet  seen  in  our  countiy,  and  which  would 
be  seen  with  great  jealousy  and  uneasiness.  On  the  con- 
Q4ry,  to  leave  this  power  with  the  territorial  Judge,  will 
inspire  confidence  and  friendship,  and  be  really,  at  th» 
same  rime^  more  secure  against  abuse.  The  power  of 
arresting  deserted  seamea,  seems  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  navigation  and  commerce,  and  wUl  be  more  at- 
tentively and  efieclually  exercised  by  the  Consul,  than 
by  the  territorial  Judge.  To  this  part  of  the  tenth  arti- 
cle, therefore,  as  well  as  to  that  which  requires  the  terri- 
torial Judge  to  assist  the  Consul  in  die  exerciae  of  this 
function,  we  can  accede.  But  the  extension  of  the  like' 
power  to  passengers,  seems  not  necessary  for  the  pur- 
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poses  either  of  navigation  cr  commefce.  It  does  not 
e<KDe,  therelbre,  within  the  functions  of  the  Consids, 
"whose  insututioa  is  for  those  two  objects  only;  am  widi- 
in  the  powers  of  a  commissioner,  authorizeii  to  treat  and 
conclude  a  Convention  solely  for  regulating  the  powers, 
pritileges  and  duties  of  Consuls.  The  arrest  and  deten- 
tion of  passengers,  moreover,  would  often  be  in  ccmtra' 
diction  to  our  bills  of  rights,  which,  beiog  fundamental, 
cannot  be  obstructed  in  their  operation,  by  any  law  or 
Convention  whatever. 

Consular  institutions  being  entirely  new  with  us,  Con- 
gress think  it  wise  to  make  their  first  Convention  proba- 
tiooary,  and  not  perpetual.  They  propose,  therefore,  a 
clause  for  limidng  its  duration  to  a  certain  term  of  years. 
If,  after  the  experience  of  a  few  years,  it  should  be  fouad 
to  answer  the  purposes  intended  by  it,  both  parties  will 
have  sufficient  inducements  to  renew  it,  either  in  its  pres- 
ent form,  or  with  such  alterations  and  amendments  as 
tkne,  experience,  and  other  circumstances,  may  indicate. 

The  Convention,  as  expressed  in  the  French  language, 
will  fully  answer  our  purposes  in  France,  because  it  will 
there  be  understood.  But  it  will  not  equally  answer  the 
purposes  of  France  in  America,  because  it  will  not  there 
be  understood.  In  very  few  of  the  courts,  wbeiein  it 
may  be  presented,  will  there  be  found  a  single  Judge  or 
advocate,  capable  of  translating  it  at  all,  much  less  of 
giving  to  bU  its  terms,  legal  and  technical,  their  exact 
equivalent  in  the  law  and  language  of  that  country. 
Should  any  translation  which  Congress  would  undertake 
to  publish  for  the  use  of  our  courts,  be  conceived,  on  any 
occasion,  not  to  render  fiiUy  the  idea  of  the  French 
onginal,  it  might  be  imputed  as   an  indirect  attempt  to 


D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 


IHPI.01ULTIC  COKRESPOmiENCE.  481 

abridge  or  extend  the  terms  of  a  contract^  at  the  will  of 
one  party  only.  At  bo  place  are  there  better  helps  than 
here,  ft»  estabhshing  an  Eoglish  text  equivalent  to  the 
French,  in  all  its  phrases ;  no  prawns  can  be  snpposed 
to  know  what  is  meant  by  these  phrases,  better  than  those 
who  form  them ;  and  no  time  more  proper  to  ascertaio 
their  meaning  in  both  languages,  than  that  at  which  they 
are  fbnnied.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  propose  that 
the  Convention  shall  be  faithMly  espressed  in  English 
aa  well  as  in  French,  io  two  columns,  side  by  side ;  that 
these  columns  be  declared,  each  of  them,  to  be  the  text, 
and  to  be  equally  onginal  and  authentic  in  all  courts  of 
justice. 

This,  ar,  is  a  general  sketch  of  the  alterations,  which 
oar  laws  and  our  mumer  of  thinking  render  necessary 
in  this  Conveadon,  before  the  faith  of  our  country  ia 
engaged  for  its  executicm.  Some  of  its  articles,  in  its 
present  form,  could  not  be  executed  at  all,  and  others 
would  produce  embarrassments  and  ill  humor,  to  which' 
it  w6uld  not  be  fprudent  for  our  government  to  comtmt 
itsdf.  Inexact  execution  on  the  one  part,  would  natu- 
rally beget  dissatis&ction  and  complaints  on  the  other, 
and  tat  instrument  intended  to  strengthen  our  connexicm, 
nught  thus  become  the  meuis  of  loosening  it.  Fewer 
articles,  better  observed,' will  better  promote  our  com- 
mon interests.  As  to  ourselves,  we  do  not  find  the  in- 
stitution of  Consuls  very  necessary.  Its  history  com- 
menced in  times  of  barbanEm,  and  might  well  have  ended 
with  them.  During  these,  they  were,  perhaps  usefii!, 
and  may  still  be  so,  in  countries  not  yet  emerged  from 
tint  condition.  But  all  civihzed  nations,  at  this  day,  un- 
derstand so  well  the  advantages  of  commerce,  that  they 
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provide  protection  and  eotiouragemKit  for  laerchuits, 
strangera  and  vessels,  coming  among  them.  So  extea- 
•ive  too,  have  commercial  coDiiesions  now  becorpe,  that 
every  mercanUle  house  has  conrespondeuls  in  almost 
eveiy  port.  They^  address  their  vessels  to  these  cor- 
respondents, who  are  found  to  take  better  care  of  their 
interests,  and  to  obtain  more  e^ctually  the  protection  of 
Uie  laws  of  the  country  for  tbem,  than  the  Consul  of 
their  nation  can.  He  is  generally  a  foreigner,  unpossess- 
ed of  the  little  details  of  luiowledge  of  greatest  use  to 
them.  He  makes  na^onal  questions  of  all  the  difficul- 
ties which  aiise,  the  correspondent  prevents  tbem.  We 
carry  on  commerce  with  good  success,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  yet  we  have  not  a  Consul  in  a  single  port,  nor  a 
ciHDplaint  for  ^e  want  of  one,  except  from  the  persons 
who  wish  to  be  Consuls  themseWes.  Though  these 
Gonsiderations  may  not  be  strong  enough  to  establish  the 
absolute  inutility  of  Consuls,  they  may  make  us  less 
anxious  to  extend  their  ptinleges  and  jurisdictions,  so 
as  to  reader  tbem  objects  of  jealousy,  and  irritatioo, 
in  the  places  of  their  residence.  That  this  govemmeDt 
thinks  them  useful,  is  sufficient  reason  for  us  to  give 
them  all  the  functions  and  facilities,  which  our  ciicum- 
staoces  will  admit.  .  Instead,  theielbre,  of  declining 
every  article  which  will  be  useless  to  us,  we  accede 
to  every  one  which  will  not  be  incODvenient.  Had 
this  nation  been  alone  concerned,  our  desire  to  gratify 
th«D,  might  have  tempted  us  to  press  still  harder  on  the 
laws  and  opinions  of  our  country.  But  your  Excel- 
lency knows,  that  we  stand  engaged  in  treaties  with  some 
nations',  which  will  ^ve  them  occasion  to  claim  what- 
ever privileges  we  yield  to  any  other.     This  renden. 
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circumspection  more  necessary.  Permit  me  to  add  one 
oibet  observation.  The  Englbh  allow  to  fbreigo  Con- 
suls scarcely  any  functions  within  their  ports.  This 
proceeds,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  character  of  their 
\&vfs,  which  eye  with  peculiar  jealousy,  every  exemp- 
tion from  tbeir  control.  Ours  are  the  same  in  their 
general  character,  and  rendered  still  more  unpli&nt,  hy 
our  having  thirteen  parliaments  to  relax,  instead  of  one. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  see  the 
cause  of  the  delay  which  this  Convention  has  met  with, 
in  the  difficulties  it  presents,  and  our  desire  to  suimount 
them,  and  will  be  sensible  that  the  alterations  proposed, 
are  dictated  to  us  by  the  necessity  of  oui  circumstances, 
and  bj  a  caution,  which  cannot  be  disapproved,  to  com- 
mit ourselves  to  no  engagements,  which  we  foresee  we 
might  not  be  able  to  fulfil. 

These  alterations,  with  simie  smaller  ones,  which  may 
be  offered  on  the  sole  principle  of  joint  convenience, 
shall  be  the  subject  of  more  particular  explanation  when- 
ever your  Excellency  shall  honor  me  with  a  conference 
thereon.  I  shall  then,  also,  point  out  the  verbal  changes 
which  appear  to  me  necessary,  to  accommodate  the  in- 
strument to  the  views  before  expressed.  In  the  mean- 
dme, 

t  have  the  honor  of  being,  &lc. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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rSOH  THOKAS   JETFEBSOM   TO  JOHN   Ji.T. 

PlM,Julr29,  1788. 
Sir, 
Haring  received  the  enclosed  letter*  from  Julien  Lau- 
rent claiming  his  wages  as  a  volunteer  on  board  the  Bon 
Honune  Richard,  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  it  to 
you,  suppoeuig  it  will  of  course  be  referred  to  the  pro- 
per office  to  take  order  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8£c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


raOH   THOIIi.S   JEFFSBSON   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

PUJI,  Augiut  3,  irSS.        ! 

Sir, 

My  last  letters  to  you  were  of  the  4ih  and  33d  of  May, 
with  a  P.  S.  of  the  27th,  smce  that  I  have  been  honored 
with  yours  of  April  24th,  May  16th,  and  June  the  9th. 

The  most  remarkable  internal  occurrences  since  my 
last  are  these.  The  Nobleue  of  Bretagae,  who  had  re- 
ceived with  so  much  warmth  the  late  innovadons  in  the 
government,  assembled,  and  drew  up  a  memorial  to  the 
King,  and  chose  twelve  members  of  their  body  to  come 
and  present  it  Among  these  was  the  Marquis  de  la 
Rouerie  (Ckitonel  Armaud.)  The  King,  considering  the 
Nahlette  as  having  no  legal  right  to  assemble,  declined 
receiving  the  memorial.  The  deputies,  to  ^ve  greater 
weight  to  it,  called  a  meeting  of  the  landed  proprietors  of 

■  Sent  to  th«BOtfd  of  TreMOiyltth  June,  1789, 
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Bretagne,  resident  at  Paris,  and  proposed  to  ttiem  to  add 
Uieir  signatures.  They  did  so,  to  the  number  of  about 
sixty,  of  wliom  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  one,  Tiie 
twelve  deputies,  for  having  called  this  meeting,  were  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  Bastile,  where  they  now  are,  and 
the  Parisian  signers  were  deprived  of  such  favors  as  they 
held  of  the  Court.  There  were  only  four  of  them, 
however,  who  held  any  thing  of  that  kind.  The 
Marquis  lie  la  Fayette  was  one  of  these ;  they  had  given 
him  a  military  command  to  be  exercised  in  the  south  of 
France,  during  the  months  of  August  and  September  of 
the  present  year.  This  they  took  from  him  ;  so  that  he 
is  disgraced  in  the  ancient  language  of  the  Court,  but  in 
truth,  honorably  marked  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation.  The 
Ministers  are  so  sensible  of  this,  that  they  have  had 
separately,  private  conferences  with  him,  to  endeavor, 
through  him,  to  keep  things  quiet.  From  the  character 
of  the  province  of  Bretagne,  it  has  been  much  appre- 
hended, for  some  days,  that  the  imprisonment  of  their 
deputies  would  have  produced '  an  insurrecuon.  But  it 
took  another  turn.  The  cours  tntermediaires  of  the  pro- 
vince, acknowledged  to  be  a  legal  body,  deputed  eighteen 
members  of  their  body  to  the  King,  To  these  he  gave 
an  audience,  and  the  answer,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy. 
This  is  hard  enough.  Yet  I  am  in  hopes  the  appeal  to 
the  sword  will  be  avoided,  and  great  modifications  in  the 
Government  be  obtained,  without  bloodshed.  As  yet 
none  has  been  spilt,  according  to  the  best  evidence  I 
have  been  able  to  obt£un,  notwithstanding  what  the  foreign 
newspapers  have  said  to  the  contrary.  The  convocation 
of  the  States  General  is  now  become  inevitable.  When-r 
ever  the  time  shall  be  announced  certainly,  it  will  keep 
Vol.  III. — 54 
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the  nation  quiet  till  they  meet.  According  to  pret^ 
probabilities,  ibis  .must  be  in  the  course  of  tbe  next  sotn- 
mer.  But  to  what  movements  their  meeting  and  mea- 
sures may  give  occasion,  cannot  be  foreseen.  Should  > 
foreign  war  take  place,  still  they  must  assemble  tbe 
States  General,  because  they  cannot,  but  by  their  aid, 
obtain  money  to  carry  it  on.  Monsieur  de  Malesherbe 
will,  I  believe,  retire  from  tbe  King's  Council.  He  baa 
been  much  opposed  to  the  late  acts  of  authority.  Tha 
Baron  de  Breteuil  has  resigned  hb  secretaryship  of  tbe 
domestic  department.  Certainly  not  for  the  same  rea- 
sons, as  be  is  known  to  have  be^i  of  opinion  that  tbe 
King  had  compromitted  too  much  of  his  authority.  Tbe 
real  reason  has  probably  been  an  imparience  of  acting 
under  a  principal  Minister.  His  successor  is  M.  de  Vill»- 
deuil,  late  Comptroller  General. 

The  Ambassadors  of  Tippoo  Saib  have  arrived  here. 
If  their  mission  has  any  other  object  than  that  of  poo^ 
and  ceremony,  it  is  not  yet  made  known.  Though  this 
Court  has  not  avowed  that  they  are  in  possession  of 
Trincomali,  yet  tbe  report  is  believed,  and  that  posse»- 
sion  was  taken  by  General  Conway,  in,  consequence  of 
orders  ^ven  in  the  moment  that  they  thought  a  war  cer- 
tain. Tbe  dispute  with  tbe  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  on  account  of  the  insult  to  M.  de  St.  Priest, 
does  not  tend  as  yet  towards  a  settlement-  He  has  ob> 
tained  leave  to  go  to  the  waters,  and  perhaps,  from  there 
he  may  come  to  Paris,  to  await  events.  Sweden  has 
commenced  hostilities  against  Rus^,  by  the  takuig  a 
little  fortress  by  land.  This  having  been  their  inteotioo, 
h  is  woadeifiil,  that  when  their  fleet  lately  mat  three 
Rus^ao  ships,  of  one  hundred  guns  each,  they  saluted, 
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instead  of  taking  them.  The  Empress  has  declared 
war  against  them  in  her  turn.  It  is  well  uaderstood  that 
Sweden  is  set  on  by  England,  and  paid  by  tbe  Turks. 
The  prospect  of  Russia  has  much  brightened  by  some 
late  successes.  Their  fleet  of  galleys  and  gun  boats, 
twenty-seven  in  number,  having  been  attacked  by  fifty- 
seven  Turkish  vessels  of  the  same  kind,  commanded  by 
the  Captain  Pacha,  these  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of 
three  vessels.  In  the  action.  Which  was  on  the  16th  of 
June,  Admital  Paul  Jones,  commanded  the  right  mng  of 
the  Rusnans,  and  the  Prince  of  Nassau  the  left.  On 
the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  Turkish  principal  fleet, 
that  is  to  say,  their  ships  of  the  line,  fiigates,  8tc,  having 
got  themselves  near  to  the  swash,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Boristbenes,  the  Prince  of  Nassau  took  advantage  of 
their  position,  attacked  them,  while  so  engaged  in  the 
mud  that  they  could  not  maoceuvre,  burnt  ax,  among 
n^ich  was  the  Admiral's  and  Vice  Admiral's,  took  two, 
tnd  made  between  three  or  four  thousand  prisoners. 
The  first  report  gave  this  success  to  Admiral  Paul  Jones, 
but  it  is  now  rendered  rather  probable  that  he  was  not 
there,  as  he  commands  the  vessels  c^  war,  which  an 
said  not  to  have  been  there.  It  b  supposed  his  presence 
in  the  afitur  of  the  18th,  was  accidental.  But,  if  this 
success  has  been  as  complete  as  it  is  represented,  the 
Black  Sea  most  be  tolerably  open  to  the  Russians,  in 
which  case  we  may  expect,  irom  what  we  know  of  that 
officer,  that  he  will  improve  to  the  greatest  advantage  the 
situation  of  things  on  that  sea.  The  Captain  Pacha's 
standard  was  taken  in  the  last  action,  and  himself  obliged 
to  make  his  escape  in  a  small  vessel.  Prince  Potemkin 
immediately    got   under  march  for    Oczakow,  to  take 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


4S8.  THOMAS  JETFEHSO^— JOHN  JAY. 

advanutge  of  the  conatematioQ  into  which  that  place  was 
thrown. 

The  Spanish  squadron,  after  ciuizing  off  the  west«in 
Isles  and  Cape  St  Vincent,  is  returned  into  port.  . 

A  dispute  lias  arisen  between  the  Papal  See  andxbe 
King  of  Naples,  which  may,  in  its  progress,  enable  us  to 
estimate  what  degree  of  influence  that  See  retains  at  the 
present  day.  The  Kingdom  of  Naples,  at  an  early 
period  of  its  history,  became  feudatory  to  the  See  of 
Rome,  and,  in  acknowledgment  thereof,  has  annually 
paid  a  hackney  to  the  Pope  in  Rome,  to  which .  place 
it  has  always  been  sent  by  a  splendid  embassy.  The 
hackney  has  been  refused  by  the  King  this  year,  and 
the  Pope,  giving  him  tiiree  months  lo  return  to  obedi- 
ence, threatens,  if  he  does  not,  to  proceed  seriously 
against  him. 

About  three  weeks  ago  a  person  called  on  me,  and  in- 
formed me  that  Silas  Deane  had  taken  him  in-  for  a  sum 
of  1 20  guineas,  and  that  being  unable  to  obtain  any  other 
satisfaction,  he  had  laid  hands  on  his  account  book,  and 
letter  book,  and  had  brought  them  off  to  Paris,  to  ofier 
them  first  to  the  United  States,  if  they  would  repay  him 
bis  money,  and,  if  not  that  he  should  return  to  London 
and  offer  them  to  the  British  Minister.  I  desired  bim 
to  leave  them  with  me  four  and  twenty  hours,  that  I 
might  judge  whether  they  were  worth  our  notice.  He 
did  so;  they  were  two  volumes.  One  contained  all  his 
accounts  with  the  United  States,  from  his  first  coming  to 
Europe,  to  January  10th,  1781.  Presuming  that  the 
Treasury  Board  was  in  possession  of  this  account  till  his 
arrival  in  Philadelphia,  August  1778,  and  that  be  had 
never  given  in  the  subsequent  part,  I  had  that  subsequent 
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part  copied  from  the  book,  and  now  enclose  it,  as  it  may 
on  some  occasion  or  other  perhaps,  be  useful  in  tha  tiea.- 
sury  office.  The  other  volume  contained  all  his  corres- 
pondencies from  March  39th  to  August  S3d,  1777.  I 
had  a  list  of  the  letters  taken,  by  their  dates  and  ad- 
dresses, which  will  eaable  you  to  fonn  a  general  idea  of 
the  collection,  on  the  perusal  of  many  of  them.  I  thought 
it  desirable  that  they  should  not  come  to  the  hands  of 
the  Bribsh  Minister,  and  from  an  expression  dropped  by 
the  possessor  of  them,  1  believe  he  would  have  fallen  50 
or  60  guineas.  I  did  not  think  them  important  enough, 
however,  to  justify  my  purcbasiog  them  without  authori- 
ty, though  with  authority,  I  should  have  done  it.  Indeed 
1  would  have  given  that  sum  to  cut  out  a  single  sentence 
which  contained  evidence  of  a  &ct  not  proper  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  hands  of  enemies.  I  told  him  I  would 
state  his  proposition  to  you  and  await  orders.  I  gave 
turn  back  the  hooks  and  he  returned  to  London,  without 
making  any  promise  that  be  would  await  the  event  of  the 
orders,  you  might  think  proper  to  give. 

Kews  of  the  accession  of  nine  States  to  the  new  form 
of  federal  government  has  been  received  here  about  a 
^eek.  I  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  you  smcerely  on 
this  event.  Of  its  effect  at  home  you  are  in  the  best  situa- 
tion to  judge.  On  this  side  the  Atlantic  it  is  considered 
as  a  very  wise  reformation.  In  consequence  of  this,  spe- 
colatktns  are  already  begun  here  to  purchase  up  our  do- 
mestic hquidated  debt.  Indeed,  I  suspect  that  orders 
may  have  been  previously  lodged  in  America  to  do  this 
as  soon  as  the  new  constitution  was  accepted  effectually. 
If  it  is  thought  that  this  debt  should  be  reta'med  at  home, 
there  is  not  a  moment  to  lose;  and  I  know  of  no  means 
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of  retaining  it,  but  those  I  saggested  to  the  Treasary 
Boarf  itt  my  letter  to  them  of  March  29th.  The  trans- 
fer of  these  debts 'to  Europe  will  excessively  embarrass, 
and  perhaps  totally  prevent  the  borrovring  any  money  in 
Europe  till  these  shall  be  paid  off.'  This  is  a  momentous 
object,  and  in  my  opinion  should  receive  instantaneous 
attention.  The  Gazettes  of  France  to  the  departure  of 
my  letter  will  accompany  it,  and  those  of  Leyden  to  the 
SSnd  of  July,  at  which  time  their  distribution  in  this 
this  country  was  prohibited.  How  long  the  prolntMtton 
iOay  continue  I  cannot  tell.  As  fer  as  I  can  judge,  it  is 
tbe  only  paper  in  Europe  worth  reading.  Snce  the  sup- 
pression of  the  packet  boats,  I  have  never  been  able  to 
find  a  safe  conveyance  for  a  letter  to  you,  till  tbe  present 
by  Mre.  Barclay.  Whenever  a  confidential  person  shall 
be  going  from  thence  to  London,  I  shall  send  my  letters 
for  you  lo  the  care  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  who  wilt  look  out 
fer  safe  conveyances.  This  will  render  tbe  epochs  of 
my  writing  veiy  irregular.  There  is  a  proposition  under 
connderation  tor  establishing  packet  boats  on  a  more  eco- 
nomical plan  from  Havre  to  Bostcoi.  But  its  soccesa  is 
I,  and  still  more  its  duration. 

i  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  he. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


fi^bf  of  the  Sag  to  the  Deputies  and  Commmon^n 

of  the  States  of  Brittang. 

Translation. 

I  have  read  the  memorial  which  you  delivered  me.     I 

had  already  read  that  which  preceded  it,  and  you  need 

not  have  recalled  them  to  my  memory. 
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I  shall  always  receive  anj  representstioDS  which  are 
made  to  me  in  the  (bnns  prescribed. 

Ilie  assembly  which  deputed  twelve  geatlemen  were  not 
authorized,  not  having  asked  permissioD  for  the  purpose ; 
those  deputies  have  themselves  convdted  a  more  irregu- 
lar assembly  at  Paris.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  pun- 
bh  them ;  the  means  to  merit  my  clemency  is,  not  to 
continue  in  Brittany,  by  illegal  assemblies,,  the  cause  of 
my  discontent.  The  commissicHU  which  you  have  been 
charged  with,  to  request  the  re-eetablishment  of  Brittany, 
must  not  precede  the  conddct  they  must  observe ;  they 
must  not  solicit  for  a  mark  of  my  confidence,  while  I  am 
forced  to  give  them  these  of  my  animadversion. 

But  these  personal  punishments,  which  the  good  order 
and  maintenance  of  my  authority  require,  do  not  in  any 
manner  alter  my  afiecUon  for  my  province  of  Brittany. 

Tour  States  will  be  assembled  in  the  monUi  of  Octo- 
ber ;  it  is  Irom  them  that  I  shall  know  the  views  of  tb« 
province.  I  wilt  attend  to  their  representations,  and  will 
have  that  regard  for  them  which  they  may  merit ;  your 
privileges  shall  be  considered. 

In  shewing  me  fidelity  and  submissioo,  all  may  hope 
for  my  goodness ;  aad  the  greatest  complaint  that  my 
subjects  will  have  in  their  power  against  jme,  is,  forcing 
me  to  acts  of  rigor  and  severity. 

My  intention  is,  that  you  return  to-morrow  to  your 
functions. 
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JExtracl  fiom  Siltts  DeaneU  Aeeowtt-book — Aecmint 
agaiml  Congress. 

Lavres. 

Amount  brought  up,  186,518    9  10 

Sundries,  (advances  made  to  sev- 
eral officers,)  30,000 
1779.  To  my  expenses  in  Philadelphia, 
from  August,  1778,  to  Nov, 
1779,  for  myself,  servant,  and 
three  horses,  being  15  months, 
which  I  paid,  part  in  hard  mo- 
ney, part  in  paper,  which,  com- 
puted at  90  hvres  per  week, 
though  less  than  what  it  cost 
me,  I  am  content  with,  15  months 
is  65  weeks,  at  90,  5,850 
November,  1780.  To  expenses  of  jour- 
ney to  Virginia,  in  continenUl 
currency,  dollars,              2658i 

To  do.  paid  board  and  lodg- 
ing at  Williamsburg,  in 
Vii^nia,  18193} 

Do.  paid  in  two  journeys  to 

Petersburg  &t  Richmond,  1256  J 

Do.  paid  at  York,  and  paid 
for  sundries  whilst  wait- 
ing for  a  passage,  4845i 


Carried  forward, 
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Liv. 
t  '  Btought  forward,  913,368     2  10 

Thirty  for  one,  the  medium  rate  of 

exchange   at  tha  time  is  6981 

doUais,  or  in  livrei,     ,  4,4M  10 

June.  To  paid  for  rum,  sugar,  tea,  &c. 

las.  for  passage,  636 

Passage  for  self,  aecnetary  and  ser- 
vant, 1,600 
The  maitre  fPhotel  and  servant  on 

board  the  Roderique,  180  10 

July.  Expenses  at  Rochefort,  9fi6  19 

Do.         at  Rochelle,  96  15 

Hire  of  the  voirture  to  Nantes,  96 

August.  On  the  road   to  Nantes,  for 

horses,  &.C.  mi  11 

E^eniee  at  Nantes,  853     4 

Posts  to  Paris  and  expenses  on  the 

road,  41 & 

Hire  of  the  carnage  from  Nantes  to 

Paris,  120 

To  cash   advanced  Captab  Hy. 

Johnson,  April  17TS,  as  per  his 

receipt,  dated  Dae.  12,  1778,  204     4 

July.  To  ray   time,  trom   June    4th, 

1778,  to  July  1780,  boing  two 

years  and  one  n»Bth  for  myself, 

seoretary  and   servant,  the  use 

of  my  hordH,  carriage,  &o.  in       . 

America,  4iifii^  wbicb  tiine  I 


Cwrried  Ibnvaid,  230,902  15  10 

Vol.  Ill — 55 
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lAv. 
Brought  forward,  ^»,9Q3  15  10 

atteoded  aoMy  on  Congress, 
and  in  returning  to  settle  tbeir 
'  accounts,  for  which  an  allowance 
of  10,000  litres  per  annum,  will 
not  be  unraasooable  -        -     30,868     6     4 

To  my  time,  for   sdf,    secratary   ' 
and  expenses  in  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  Congress,  six  months, 

'   wUch,  considering  it  was  not  my 

'  duty  to  settle  them,  except  my 
own  private  one,  and  that  a  la^ . 
balance  was  my  due,  and  ibe 
expense  and  loss  of  time  which 
I  have  incurred,  cannot  be  esti- 
mated at  a  lower  allowance  tfaan  '   13,000 

To  cash  paid  W.  T.  Franklin,  to-  - 
words  family  expenses,  by  an 
order  on  M.  Grand,  which  is 
charged  in  my  account  with 
Congress,  by  M.  Grand,  Sep- 
tember 36th,  1TT7,  -        -  ■     4,000 

To  one  year's  wages  of  la  Farqae, 
from  July  1777,  to  July  1778, 
after  which,  I  conuder  bis  wages 
in  the  general  estimate  for  ume, 
fcc. 1,440 

To  wrong  charge  of  April  9tfa, 
1777,  being  the  disbursementa 

Carried  forward,  '1860,906    3    9 
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lAv. 
Curied  forward,  960,206    a    2 

on  sloop.D<JpbiD,'at  Harra,  bjr 
M.  Eyries,  who  transacted  tbe 
business,  and  at  that  time,  to 
cover  his  having  concurred  in 
the  equipping  of  armed  vesseb 
for  Congress,  drew  nnder  the 
^gnature  of  Haicourt,    -         -      9,700  16    5 

To  wrong  charge,  included  in  tbe 
general  of  30th  March,  1778, 
viz.  moneys  paid  Mr.  Williams, 
for  which  said  Williams  has  ac- 
counted, being  the  bills  drawn 
by  said  Williams  on  public  ac- 
count, accepted  by  me,  as  were 
most  of  his  bills,      -        -        -     .  2,973 

To  wrong  charge  in  Solier's  ac- 

conut,  to  amount  of  -        -    48,369 

N.  B.  The  whole  received  by  Si- 
las Deane  of  Sc^er,  on  his  pri- 
vate account  and  use,  was  10,784 
Kvres,  the  rest  was  received  on 
account  of  Robert  Morris,  Esq. 
and  is  by  Pleane,  Penet  and 
Co.  charged  to  said  Morris,  in 
his  private  account  with  them, 
as  may  be  seen  by  their  account 
transmitted  to  said  Morris, 

To  cash  charged  by  M.  Grand, 

Carried  forward,  381,137  18    7 
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Lie. 

BWHigbt  forward, 

3S1,137  18 

7 

defoered  to  ori«r  of  Fnoklio 

and  Deane,  paid    La  Farqne, 

December    31sl,  ml,  (beiog 

for  expeiisel  at  Paaijr,)    • 

3,400 

To  sundry  bills  paid  by  Dr.  Frank- 

lin, after  my  leairing  France. 

.      To  caah  paid    Bonsiee'  bill  for 

nine,  January  and  April,  lllS, 

1780, 

SM 

January  1781.  To  paid  bill  for  paint- 

ing coach  wheels,  HoTember, 

1777,    -.--.. 

IS 

333,847  18 

7 

Deduct  wrong  charges  in 

anndry  entries,  entered 

before  in  page  Sfty,    9,706  6  6 

a,s7»  a  0 

4JXi!»4 

eOMa  00 
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FROM   THOMAS  JEFFEBSDN   TO  JOHN    JIT. 

Sir, 
I  have  wuted  till  the  lost  momeDt  of  Mrs.  BBrcIay''s 
departure,  to  write  you  the  occurrences  since  my  letter  of 
3rd  insunt.  We  have  rec«red  the  Swedish  acodant  of 
an  engagement  between  their  fleet  and  the  Russiaii  on 
the  Baltic,  wherein  they  say  they  took  one  and  burnt 
another  Russian  vessel,  vridi  the  loss  of  one  on  theu-  side, 
and  that  the  nctory  remained  with  tbem.  They  say  at 
the  same  time,  that  their  fleet  returned  into  port  and  the 
Russians  kept  the  sea.  We  must  therelbre  suspend  our 
opbioo,  till  we  get  the  Russian  version  of  this  engage- 
ment. The  Swedish  manifesto  was  handed  about  to-day 
at  VersfuUes  by  the  Swedish  Ambassador  in  manuscript. 
The  King  complains  that  Russia  has  been  ever  eodeavor- 
iDg  to  sow  dissensioas  in  his  kingdom,  in  order  to  re-es- 
tablish the  ancient  constitution,  that  he  has  long  borne  it 
through  a  love  of  peace,  but  finds  it  no  longer  bearable ; 
that  still  however  be  will  make  peace  on  these  conditions, 
Ist.  that  the  Empress  punishes  her  Minister  for  the  note 
he  gave  into  the  Court  of  Stockholm;  £!nd.  that  she  re- 
stwes  the  Crimea  to  the  Turks;  and  3rd.  that  she  repays  to 
him  all  the  expenses  of  hb  armament.  The  Russian  force 
in  vessels  of  war  on  the  Black  Sea  five  frigates  and  three 
ships  of  the  line  are  shut  up  in  port,  and  cannot  come 
out  till  Oczakow  shall  be  taken;  this  fleet  is  commanded 
by  Paul  Jones  with  the  rank  of  Rear-Admiral.  The 
Prince  of  Nassau  commands  the  gallies  and  gun  boats. 
It  is  now  ascertained  that  tbe  States  General  will  assem- 
ble the  next  year,  and  probably  in  the  mooth  of  May. 
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Uppoo  Saib's  Ambassadors  had  their  reception  this  day 
at  Versailles  with  luiusual  pomp.  The  preseDce  was  so 
numerous  that  tittle  could  be  caught  of  what  they  said 
to  the  King,  and  he  answered  to  them.  From  what  lit- 
tle I  could  hear  nothmg  more  passed  than  mutual  assu- 
rances of  good  will.  The  name  of  the  Moreschal  ds 
Kchlieu  is  sufficiently  remarkable  in  history  to  justify  my 
mentioning  his  death  which  happened  two  days  ago ;  be 
was  aged  93  years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


TROM  THOMAS   JEFfEKSON    TO   JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  Augtut  11,  1788. 

Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  the  lastnigbt  written  in  the  moment  of 
Mrs.  Barclay's  departure,  I  bad  the  honor  of  mentioning 
to  you  that  it  was  now  pretty  certun,  that  the  States 
General  would  be  assembled  in  the  next  year,  and  proba- 
bly in  tiie  month  of  May.  This  morning  an  arret,  is 
published,  aniiouncing  that  their  meeting  is  fixed  at  the 
first  day  of  May  next,  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy  by 
post,  in  hopes  it  will  get  to  Bourdeaux  in  time  for  Mrs. 
Barclay.  This  arrit  ought  to  hare  a  great  effect  towards 
tranquillizing  the  nation.  There  are  still,  however,  two 
circumstances  which  must  continue  to  perplex  the  ad- 
miiustration.  The  first  is  the  want  of  money  occasioned 
not  only  by  the  difficulty  of  filling  up  the  loan  of  the 
next  year,  but  by  the  withholding  the  ordinary  supplies 
of  taxes,  which  is  said  to  have  taken  place  in  some  io- 
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3taiiceB4  Thb  ^ves  apprehension  of  a  baokiuptcjr  under 
some  form  or  other,  and  has  occasioned  the  stocks  to  &U 
in  the  most  alanning  manner.  The  second  circumatance 
is  that  justice  both  ciril  and  criminal  continues  suspended. 
The  Pariiament  will  not  resume  their  functions,  but  with 
the  whole  body,  aad  the  greater  part  of  the  baiUe^ei 
decline  acting.  The  present  arrit  announces  a  perseve- 
rance in  this  plan. 

I  am  mformed  from  Algiers,  of  the  5th  of  June,  that 
the  plague  is  raging  there  with  great  violence,  that  one 
of  our  eapUves  was  dead  of  it,  and  another  ill ;  so  that 
we  have  there  in  all  now  only  15  or  16,  that  the  cap- 
tives are  more  exposed  to  iu  rav^es  than  others ;  that 
the  great  redemptions  by  the  Spaniards,  Pormguese  and 
Neapolitans,  and  the  havoc  made  by  the  plague  had  now 
left  not  more  than  400  slaves  m  Algiera,  so  that  their  re- 
demption was  not  only  become  exorbitant,  but  almost 
inadmissible ;  that  common  sailois  were  held  at  400 
pounds  sterling,  and  that  our  15  or  16  could  probably 
not  be  redeemed  for  less  than  from  25  to  30,000  dollars. 
An  Algerine  cruiser,  having  38  captives  of  Genoa  aboard, 
was  lately  chased  ashore  by  two  Neapolitan  vessels,  the 
crew  and  capuves  got  safe  ashore,  and  the  latter  of  course 
recovered  their  freedom.  The  Algerine  crew  was  well 
treated,  and  would  be  sent  back  by  the  French,  but  the 
Government  of  Alters  demand  of  France  60,000  sequins 
or  27,000  pounds  sterling  for  the  captives  escaped, 
that  is,  nearly  1000  pounds  each.  Tfae  greater  part  of 
the  regency  were  for  an  immediate  declaration  of 
war  against  France ;  but  the  Dey  urged  the  heavy 
war  the  Turks  were  at  present  engaged  in,  that  it  would 
be  better  not  to  draw  another  power  on  them  at  present, 
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that  tbejr  would  decliae  renewing  the  treaty  of  ob«  hun- 
dr«d  y«trs,  wbicb  expired  two  yeus  ago,  so  is  to  be  five 
to  Bot  hersRfter ;  bat  &x  tbe  present  they  ought  lo  ae- 
oepit  ptyment  fiir  tbe  capture  is  a  Atiafactioi].  lley 
accordingly  declared  to  tbe  French  Consul  tbat  they 
would  put  him  and  all  his  countrymen  into  irons,  unless 
tbe  sixty  tbouaaad  sequins  \nnre  paid.  Tbe  Consd  told 
bim  bis  instructiona  were  positively,  that  they  ^ould  not 
be  paid.  In  this  utuation  stood  matters  between  that 
pettifbggmg  nest  of  rc4)bers  and  this  great  kingdom, 
which  will  finish,  pndi^ly,  by  croucbmg  under  tbem, 
and  paying  the  sixty  thousand  sequins.  From  the  pep- 
sonal  characters  of  tbe  present  administration,  I  should 
have  hoped,  under  any  other  situation  than  ths  present, 
they  might  have  ventured  to  quit  the  beat^  track  of 
politics  hidieito  pursued,  in  v^cfa  tbe  hoitor  of  their  Bas- 
tion has  been  calculated  at  nought,  and  to  j<Hn  in  a  league 
for  keeping  up  a  perpetual  cruise  against  tbt  pirates, 
which,  though  a  slow  c^eration,  would  be  a  sure  one  for 
destroying  a!)  their  vessels  and  seamen,  and  tuming  tbe 
rest  of  them  to  agriculture.  But  a  desire  of  nM  bring- 
ing upon  thera  another  difficulty,  w31  proiabfy  induoe 
the  Ministws  to  do  as  their  predecessors  have  dcme. 
Tbe  enclosed  paper  of  this  mommg  gives  some  particu- 
iars  ■erf'  the  aMion  between  the  Russians  and  Swedes,  the 
manifesto  of  tbe  Empress,  and  the  declaraition  of  the 
Court  of  Versailles  as  to  tbe  affiiir  of  Trincomali. 
1  have  the  honw  to  be,  be. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOglC 


wmxmumG  censBUKtsDamK.  44) 

-     FMM  JOHN   JAT   TO    THOMAS   JEFPERBON.  < 

Office  for  Foreign  AHUn,      h 
NoTfonber  25,.  ITSS.  i 

.  Dear  Sir, 

Mjr  \agt  to  you,  waa  dated  the  33rd  September  last. 
It  men^oaed  my  haviog  received  your  letters  of  4tb, 
&3rd  and  30th  May.  1  hare  ^nce  been  &Tored  with 
Sena  olbeis,  viz.  39th  July,  and  3rd,  10th,  and  1 1th 
Jiiigaat,  with  the  papers  meDtiooed  to  be  eaelosed. 
They  have  not  been  laid  before  Congress,  although  I 
transmitted  them  to  the  Prefndent  fu  that  purpose  ;  for 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  form  a  bouse,  have 
not  tince  convened.  The  members  present,  have,  iieveN 
tbebss,  read  tfaem^  The  Dccunencee  they  mention  are 
iaterestiug,  ttnd  yotir  attention  in  transmitting  them,  gives 
pleasure.  The  circumstance  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter- 
hook  aad  account-book,  being  offered  to  you  for  sale,  is 
a;  nagular  one<  I  wish  you  had  purchased  them.  On 
this  subject,  I  cannot,  indeed,  give  you  any  instuctioob 
esButbority  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  advise  you  in  express 
twas,  to  make  the  purchase.  I  hare  no  ^loubt  tbu 
Congress  will  be  satisfied  with  it. .  To  me,  it  appears  ex- 
pedimt,  cad  the  same  opinion  prevails  among  the  mem- 
bers of  Congi«ss,  who  have  read  your  letter. 

I  encloae  a  cof^  c^  a  lett«-  of  the  5th  of  August  last, 
from  Mr>  Robert  Montgomery,  at  Alicant.  I  find  his 
letter  vras  a  copy,  the  original  never  came  to  n^  handi. 
The  facts  stated  in  this  letter  merit  Mtenti(Hi,  and,  as  the 
business  it  alludes  to  is  in  your  department,  I  take  the 
eariiest  opfxMtunity  of  making  this  communication.  To 
me  it  appears  highly  probable,  that  every  maritime  na- 
Voii.  Ill — 56 
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tion  in  Europe  is  well  content,  that  war  should  subsist 
between  Barbai^  and  the  United  States,  and  in  my 
ojHDion,  none  of  thnm  («xcept  perhaps  Spain,  for  parti- 
cular reasons)  will  really  and,  sincerely  promote  any 
measures,  tending  to  the  establishment  of  peace  between 
us.  If  this  be  so^  it,  is  important  that  as  much  secrecy 
as  possible,  shoiild  be  observed  in  all  our  proceedings 
relative  to  that  object.  I  wish  the  Porte  could  be  sound- 
ed on  this  sut^ect.  Overtures  for  a  treaty  from  us  to 
that  Court,  made  at  thit  period,  would  probably  be 
grateful,  and  might,  eventually,  terminate  all  our  difficul- 
ties with  Algiers,  Sec.  especially,  as  the  Emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco will  promote  it. 

-  Much  remains  to  be  done,  and  much  to  be  attempted  ; 
but  without  a  competent  government  and  adequate  funds, 
no  oauonal  afiaira  can  be  well  managed. 
'  Mr.  Nesbit  will  deliver  tUs  letter  to  you,  and  you  will 
find  enclosed  with  it,  one  directed  to  Mr.  Camiichael, 
And  there  is  in  it  a  cypher  for  him.  Be  so  drii^g, 
^erefore,  as  to  keep  it  by  you,  and,  if  possUrie,  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  police,  until  you  can  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  sending  it.  to  him,  by  some  person  of  confidence. 
Mr.  Gouvemeur  Monis  expects  to  sail  in  the  same 
vessel  with  Mr.  Nesbit,  and  wilt  eiduar  go  with,  w  soon 
follow  him  to  Paris.  As  you  are  personally  acquainted 
with  this  gentleman,  it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to 
introduce  him  to  you,  or  reooihmend  him  to  your  friendly 
attentions.  It  is  in  his  power  to  ^ve  you  minute  infor- 
maUoD  oa  muiy  interesting  subjects. 

With  aincere  esteem  and  regard,  £(c. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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,riu}M  TSOHAS  JKrrEasoN  to  williah  cahmicuael., 
P«M,  August  13,  17eS.   . 

Dear  Sir, 
Sbce  my  last  to  you,  I  have  been  hcmored  with  yours 
of  the  18th  and  S9th  of  May,  and  5th  of  June.  My 
latest  American  intelligence  is  of  the  94th  of  June,  when 
nine  certainly,  and  pn^ably  ten  States,  had  accepted 
the  new  constitution,  and  there  was  no  doubt  of  the 
eleventh,  (North  Carolba,)  because  there  was  no  oppo- 
sition there.  In  New  York,  two-thirds  of  the  Stale  were 
against  it,  and  certainly  if  they  had  been  called  to  the  de- 
cision in  any  other  stage  of  the  business,  they  wonld 
have  rejected  it ;  but  before  tbey  put  -it  to  the  vote,  they 
Would  certainly  have  heard  that  eleven  States  had  jomed 
in  it,  and  they  would  find  it  safer  to  go  with  those  eleven , 
than  put  themselves  in  opposition,  TVith  Rhode  Island 
rally.  Though  I  am  pleased  with  this  successful  issue  <^ 
the  new  constitution,  yet  I  am  more  so,  to  find  that  one 
of  its  principal  defects  (die  want  of  a  declarati<Mi  i^ 
rights)  will  pretty  certtonly  be  remedied.  I  nippose 
this,  because  I  see  that  both  people  and  Conventicms,  in 
almost  every  State,  have  concurred  in  dematiding'  it. 
Another  defect,  the  perpetual  re-eligibility  of  the  same 
President,  will  probably  not  be  cured  during  the  life  of 
Oeneral  Washington.  His  merit  has  blinded  our  coun- 
trymen to  the  danger  of  making  so  important  an  officer  re- 
.  eligible.  I  presume  there  will  not  be  a  vote  against  him 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  more  doubtful  who  will  be 
Vice  Prendent.  The  age  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  the 
doubt  whether  he  would  accept  it,  are  the  only  circum- 
s  that  admit  a  question,  but  that  be  would  be  the 
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man.  After  these  two  chancters  of  first  ntagnittide, 
there  sre  so  mwaj  which  {wesent  thelBselres  ««]HaHy,  m 
the  Becond  line,  that  we  cannot  see  which  of  them  will 
be  singled  out.  John  Adama,  Hancock,  Jay,  MadisoD, 
RutletlgB,  will  be  aU  voted  for,  Coogr«B8  ha«  acceded 
to  the  fway  ers  of  Kentuokyq  to  becoioe  an  Udepeii4eiit 
GEMSsbei:  of  the  Uoioa.  A  0QiiiiDitt«e  wba  occvpi^  in 
BettliBg  the  plan  of  ceaeiving  tbeio,  wd  their  pav«uii- 
flMnt  is  to  conuaence  OB  the  lat  d^j  of  January  oext. 

You  are,  I  dare  say,  pleased,  as  I  am,  with  the  pro- 
lootiofi  of  our  countiynuu),  Paul  Jones.  He  oomntaod- 
sd  tbe  eight  wiog  in  the  first  eagagemeM  between  the 
Bussiaa  aud  Turkish  galleys;  bis  absence  fFora  the 
second,  [u^ves  his  supeocvity  over  the  Captua  Pacha, 
aa  be  did  not  choose  to  taring  his  ships  into  the  ^oala  io 
which  the  Pacha  ventured,  wd  lost  those  entrusted  to 
him.  I  ooDsider  t^is  officer  as  the  pr^ipal  hope  of  our. 
fouwe  efibrts  oa  tb«  ocean.  You  will  have  bcBid  of  the 
action  between  the  Swedes  and  Russiaaa,  on  the  Baltic; 
08  yet  we  have  only  the  Swedish  veraion  of  it.  I  ap9re> 
brad  this  war  rnmst  catch  from  nation  to  o&tioa,  till  jtbfr- 
oomes  geoefal. 

With  respect  to  the  internal  U^rs  of  this  coujatry,  I 
boifiB  Otey  will  be  fioally  unnged  and  nithaut  btving 
cost  n  drop  of  biood.  Lookmg  <hi  as  a  by-etand&r«  n« 
otherwise  intersated  than  as  entertaiwDg  a  sac»e  Ion 
for  the  natioii  in  general,  and  a  wish  to  see  thair  ha^-' 
oeas  promoted,  keeping  myself  clear  of  the  pattio^tar 
news  and  passions  of  indinduals,  I  applaud  oxXreowly, 
the  {mtriotic  jproceedi«gs  of  the  present  Uinistry.  Pro- 
vincial Asswiblies  «stibligheil,  the  States  (conanJ-c^MJ, 
the  jight  of  taxing  the  nation  -withwit  thfur  < 
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abaadoaed,  isortiet  alwUshed,  torture  aboliabed,  ttte  m- 
miiMl  code  reformed,  are  facts  which  will  do  eternal  honor 
10  their  admiaistratioD  ia  tustory.  But  were  I  their  lu5- 
Wtita,  I  fihould  not  equally  appkud  their  total  abandon- 
mem  ^  their  foreigH  a&ire.  A-  bolder  froot  in  the  be- 
ginaiilg  would  bare  prevented  the  first  loss,  and  conse- 
quently all  the  -others.  Holland,  Prussia,  Turkey  and 
Swedisn  loet,  without  the  acquisition  of  a  single  new  ally, 
are  painf<|l  refleotiona  tot  the  friends  of  France.  They 
map  iodeed  have  in  tbeir  places  the  two  empires,  and 
periiafiB  Denmark,  in  which  case,  physically  speaking, 
tbey  wiU  stand  on  as  good  ground  as  before ;  but  not  on 
as  good  moral  ground.  Perhaps,  seeing  more  of  the  in- 
ternal woridng  of  the  machine,  they  saw  more  tban  w« 
do,  the  physical  impossibility  of  baring  money  to  carry 
on  a  war.  Tbeir  justification  must  depend  on  this,  and 
their  atonement  in  the  internal  good,  they  are  doing  to 
their  comitry ;  this  makes  me  completely  their  friend. 
1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  be. 

TH;  JEFFERSON. 


«!K0H  THftKAS  JEITBBSDN  TO  JOHN  JkJ. 

PM^Auguita^  17S8. 
Sir, 
I  bad  the  boaor  to  write  to  you  on  the  3rd,  lOtb  and 
Llth,  mstaat,  with  a  poatBcript  of  the  15ttb,  all  of  whrob 
want,  by  Mrs.  Barclay.  £anoe  that  date,  we  received  an 
aoDwwt  of  a  third  victory  oUuned  by  the  Russians  over 
the  TuiJH  on  Uie  Black  Sea,  in  vbidi  tbe  Prince  of 
FiMsau,  with  bis  gaUies,  4eMioyed  two  iiogales,  thwe 
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smaller  vessels  and  six  gallies.  The  Turkish  power  on 
that  sea  is  represented  by  their  enemies,  is  now  aniuhi- 
lated.  There  is  reastm  to  beUeve,  however,  that  this  is 
not  literally  true,  and  that,  aided  by  the  supplies  fiip- 
nished  by  the  English,  they  are  making  extraOTdinary 
efforts  to  re-estabUsh  th^  marine.  The  Russian  Minis- 
ter here,  has  shewn  the  official  report  of  Admiral  Greigb, 
c»i  the  combat  of  July  17th,  in  which  he  claims  the 
victMy,  and  urges  in  proof  of  it,  that  he  kept  the  field 
of  battle.  His  report  is  said  to  have  been  written  on  it. 
As  this  paper,  leather  with  tbe  report  <^  the  Swedish 
Admiral,  is  printed  in  tbe  Leyden  Gazette  of  the  ISth 
instant,  I  Aldose  it  to  you.  The  Court  of  DeamaA 
has  declared,  it  will  liimish  to  Russia  the  aid  stipulated 
in  their  treaty  ;  and  it  is  not  doubted  they  will  go  be- 
yond this,  and  become  principals  in  the  war.  The  next 
probable  moves  are,  that  the  King  of  Prussia  will  succor 
Sweden  and  Poland  against  Russia,  by  land,  and  a  possible 
consequence  is,  that  England  may  send  a  squadron  into 
the  Baltic,  to  restore  the  equilibrium  in  that  sea.  In  my 
letter  of  the  llth,  I  observed  to  you,>tbat  this  country 
would  hive  two  difficulties  to  struggle  with  till  the  meet- 
ing of  their  States  General,  and  that  one  of  these  was, 
the  want  of  money.  This  has,  in  feet,  over-borne  all 
their  resources,  and  the  day  before  yesterday  they  pub- 
lished an  arrit,  suspending  all  reimbursements  of  capital, 
and  reducing  the  payments  of  tbe  principal  mass  of  de- 
mands Sot  interest,  to  twelve  sous  in  the  Uvre,  the  re^ 
maining  eight  sous  to  be  paid  with  certificates.  I  en- 
close you  a  newspaper,  with  the  arrii.  In  thb  pap^, 
you  will  see  the  exchange  of  yesterday ;  and  I  have ' 
msened  that  of  thb  day  before,  to  shew  you  tbe  &11. 
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The  coDstemation  is  as  yet  too  great  to  let  us  judge  of 
the  issue.  It  will  probably  Qpen  the  public  mind  to  the 
Oecesaity  of  a  change  in  their  cons^tntion,  and  to  the 
substitutiag  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  whole  in  place 
of  a  single  will,  by  which  they  have  been  hitherto  go- 
verned.  It  is  a  remarkable  proof  of  the  total  incompe- 
tency of  a  single  head  to  govern  a  nation  well,  when 
with  a  revenue  of  six  hundred  millions,  they  are  led  to  a 
declared  bankruptcy,  and  to  stop  the  wheels  of  govern- 
ment, even  in  its  most  essential  movements,  for  want  of 
money. 

I  send  you  the  present  letter  by  a  private  convey- 
ance, to  a  sea  port,  in  hopes  a  conveyance  may  be  found 
by  some  merchant  vessel. 

I  hove  the  honor  to  be,  8£c. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FBOM   THOMAS   JEFFEBSOM   TO  JOHN     JAT. 

Puis,  Septembers,  ireS. 
Sir, 

By  Mrs.  Barclay,  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  let- 
ters of  the  3rd,  10th  and  1 1th,  of  August ;  since  which 
1  wrote  you  of  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  by  a  casual 
craveyance,  as  is  the  present. 

In  my  letter  of  the  20th,  I  informed  you  of  the  act  of 
puUic  bankruptcy  which  had  taken  place  here.  Ilie 
tSSect  of  this  would  have  been  a  forced  loan  of  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty  millions  of  livres  m  the  course 
of  the  present  and  ensuing  year.  But  it  did  not  yield  a 
sufficient  immediate  relief.    The  treasury  became  Uteral- 
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ly  tutmijl^as,  kid  Ellt  purpAsdS  depentfmg  ttt  tbis  taHtw, 
tatae  ttV  &  stand.  "Fhd  Afchbishop  wbs  hereupon  t»- 
BMvbd,  itilh  Monsieur  Lfimben,  the  Gontpfirolltir  Gm- 
Ari),  aMl  M.  Necker  was  caOed  in  as  Director  General 
of  Finance.  To  Soften  the  Archbishop's  disuMson,  a 
Cardinal's  hat  is  ask«d  for  him  at  Rome,  and  his  oepbe* 
proTtiised  the  snccesaion  to  the  Archbishopric  of  Sens. 
The  poblic  joy  on  this  change  of  adtnimstration  Was  very 
gtenf  Ibdeed.  i?he  people  of  Paris  wei«  amusing  them- 
selves vnth  trjia^  and  burning  the  Archhi^top  m  ^gy, 
and  rejoicing  on  the  appointment  of  M.  Necker.  llA 
commanding  officer  of  the  city  guards  anderbxA  to  tia- 
tiid  this,  and  not  being  obeyed,  he  charged  the  mob  irith 
fixed  bayonets,  killed  two  or  three,  and  wounded  n&ny. 
This  stopped  theb*  rejoicing  for  that  day,  hut,  enraged  at 
being  thus  obstructed  in  amusements  wherein  they  had 
committed  no  disorder  whatever,  they  collected  in  great 
numbers  the  next  day,  attacked  the  guards  in  various 
places,  burnt  ten  or  twelve  guard  houses,  killed  two  or  three 
guards,  aUd  had  about  six  or  eight  of  thnf  own  number 
killed.  Tbe  city  was  hereupon  put  under  martial  law, 
and  after  a  while  the  tumult  subsided  and  peace  was  re- 
sKaeA.  Tbe  public  stocks  rose  ten  per  cent,  on  th«  day 
M  M.  Necket'a  appbiutment;  he  was  immediately  otki- 
ed  cOtisiderabte  sums  of  money,  and  has  bees  able  so  &r 
to  waive  the  benefit  of  the  set  of  bankruptcy,  as  to  pay, 
lit  Oosh,  all  domands  except  the  TenJtmtTiemaitt  det 
ti^atia>.  For  these,  and  for  a  sure  supply  of  other 
«tift9,  he  will  depend  on  tbe  States  General,  and  wiU 
'  hA^eti  their  meeting,  as  is  thought.  No  other  change 
Hied  yet  taken  place  in  the  administrBtion.  The  Hinittsr 
01"  Wtr,  hoimet,  most  ontainly  it^oW  his  lavther,  and 
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some  ifaiiik,  and  all  wish,  tbat  Monneur  de  Lamoigiion, 
the  garde  de*  ueaux,  may  go  out  also.  The  adnunistra- 
tion  ef  justice  is  still  suspended.  The  whoie  kingdom 
seems  tranquil  at  this  moment. 

Abroad,  no  event  worth  notioii^  has  taken  place  ance 
ray  last.  The  Court  of  Denmark  has  not  declared  it 
wUI  do  any  thing  more,  than  iiimish  the  stipulated  aid  to 
Russia.  The  King  of  Prussia  has,  ss  yet,  made  no 
more  which  may  decide  whether  he  will  engage  in  the 
WBT,  aor  itas  England  sent  any  squadron  into  the  Baldc. 
As  the  season  for  aelion  is  conaderahly  passed  over,  it  is 
become  more  douhtfiil  whether  any  other  power  will  ea- 
ter the  lists  till  the  next  campaign.  This  will  ^ve  time 
hr  stoppmg  the  fiirtber  progress  of  the  war,  if  they  real- 
ly wish  to  stop  it.  Two  camps,  of  twenty-five  thousand 
m«i  each,  are  formii^  in  this  country,  on  its  northern 
limits.  The  Prince  of  CoDd6  has  the  ccffiamand  of  one, 
iBd  the  Duke  de  Brc^Uo  of  the  other. 

I  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  letter*  from  a  Henry 

Watson,  claiming  prize  mraieys,  as'  having  served  under 

Admiral  Paul  Jones,  which  I  suppose  shcniM  go  to  the 

l^easuty  w.  War  Office.     I  have  the  faoim  to  be,  bo. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


TBOH   THOMAS   JEFrEBSOH  TO  JOHN   JIT.   . 

PkriB,  Septeaiber,  6,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  wrote  you  on  the  3rd  instant,  and  have  this  day  re- 
ceived Mr.  Remsen's  fevor  of  Jtdy  3Sth,  written  during 

■  Sent  to  tbe  Board  of  Treasiu?  3Sth  Febnuoy,  1789. 
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your  abuoce  at  Pougbkespiie,  and  encloing  tlie  mli- 
fication  of  the  loan  of  a  million  of  Oorin^  for  whicb  Mr. 
Adams  bad  contracted  bonds  at  Amsteidam  in  Maich 
last.  The  expediency  of  tbat  loan  resulting  from  an  esti- 
mate made  by  Mr,  Adams  and  myself,  and  tbat  estate 
baring  been  laid  befow  Congress,  their  ratification  of  the 
loan  induces  a  presumption,  thai  they  will  appropriaie  the 
money  to  the  objects  of  the  estimate.  I  am  in  bopda 
therefcre  thai  orders  are  giYeo  by  the  Treasury  Board 
to  the  CommisBioners  of  the  loans  at  Amsterdam,  to  ap- 
ply these  moneys  accordingly,  and  especially  to  fumisb, 
as  soon  as  they  shall  have  it,  what  may  be  necessary  for 
the  redemption  of  our  captixes  at  Algiers,  wbich  is  a 
fwssing  call.  I  am  not  mthout  anxiety  however  to  this 
Wt^,  because  in  a  letter  of  July  22nd  received  this 
day  bom  the  Treasury  Board,  they  say  nothing  on  that 
3u^t,  nor  on  the  arreanges  of  the  foreign  officers. 
They  enclose  mo  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  Ifth  of 
July,  for  sending  to  the  Treasury  Board  the  books  and 
papeis  of  the  office  of  fitfeign  aocomts.  I  shall  aocord- 
inBly  put  thtai  mto  the  hands  of  a  peison  who  goes  from 
Paris  to-monow  ihoming  by  the  way  of  Havre  to  Ame^ 
rica*  and  shall  endeavor  to  prevail  on  him  to  attend  them 
from  the  place  of  his  landing  to  New  York,  that  the 
Board  may  receive  them  from  the  hand,  which  receives 
tbem  from  me. 

The  establishment  of  the  Pariiaments,  and  revocation 
of  every  thing  which  was  done  on  the  8th  of  May,  is  ex- 
pected to  ake  plfcce  in  thwof  four  days. 

I  have  the  hoon  to  be,  &c. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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rSOM  TBOKA)  /EVrBBSON  TO  JOHN  JIT. 

Puii,  Be]>teaibcT  21,  irSS. 

Sir, 
'    Understaading  that  the  vessel  is  not  yet  sailed  frotn 
Havre,  which  is  to  carry  my  letters  of  the  3rd  and  5th 
instant,  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  raceire  the  prasent  with 
them. 

The  Ruanan  accounts  of  then-  victories  on  the  Black 
Sea,  must  have  been  greatly  exa^erated.  According 
to  these,  the  Captain  Pacha's  fleet  was  annihilated. 
Yet,  theiuelves  have  lately  brought  him  on  the  stage 
again,  with  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  in  order  to  obtain 
sniMher  victwy  over  him.  I  believe  the  truth  to  be, 
tint  be  has  tu&red  some  checks,  of  what  magnitude  it 
ia  impossible  to  say,  where  one  ^de  alone  is  heard,  and 
that  be  is  still  master  of  that  sea.  He  has  relieved 
Ocukow,  whiofa  still  holds  out;  Choeram,  also,  is  still 
uotaken,  and  the  Emperor's  ntuation  is  apprehended  to 
be  bed.  He  spun  his  amiy  into  a  long|ccvd  to  cover 
several  hundred  miles  of  frontier,  which  put  it  into  the 
power  ^<  the  Turks  to  attack  with  their  whole  force, 
wherever  they  pleased.  I^udon,  now  called  to  head  the 
Imperial  army,  is  endeavoring  to  collect  it.  But,  in  the 
meantime,  the  campaign  is  drawing  to  a  close,  it  has 
been  worse  than  fruitless.  The  resistance  of  Russia  to 
Sweden,  has  been  successAil  in  every  pmnt,  by  sea  and 
land.  This,  with  the  mter&rence  of  Denmark,  and  the 
discontent  of  the  Swedish  nation,  at  the  breach  of  their 
constitution,  by  the  King's  undertaking  an  oSeosive  war, 
without  the  cTOsent  of  the  senate,  has  obliged  him  to 
withdraw  his  attacks  by  land,  and  to  express  a  willing- 
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□ess  for  peace.  Ooe  third  of  his  officers  have  refused 
to  serve.  England  and  Prcssia  have  offered  their  medi- 
ation betweeo  Sireden  and  Russia,  in  such  equirocal 
terms  as  to  leave  themselves  at  liberty  to  say  k  was  an 
ofier,  or  was  not,  just  as  it  ahall  suit  them.  DenniBrk 
is  asking  the  counter-oSer  of  mediation  from  tlus  Court. 
If  Engleod  and  Prussia  make  a  peace  efiectualiy  in  the 
north,  (which  it  is  absolutely  in  their  power  to  do)  it 
will  he  a  proof  they  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  war. 
If  they  do  not  impose  a  peace,  I  should  suspect  th^ 
me&n  to  engage  theroselres,  as  one  con  hardly  suppose 
they  would  let  the  war  go  on  in  its  present  form,  wherein 
Sweden  must  he  crushed  betweeo  Riissis  and  Denmaric. 
The  Qarde  des  Sceaux,  H.  de  Lamoignon,  was  dis- 
missed liie  14th  instant,  and  M.  de  Barentin  is  appointed 
in  his  room.  The  Deputies  of  BritUuty  are  released 
&om  the  bastile,  and  M.  d'Epremesni)  and  M.  Sabatier 
recalled  from  their  confinement.  The  parliament  is  not 
yet  reinstated,  but  it  is  confidently  said  it  will  be  ibis 
we^.  The  stocks  continue  low,  and  the  Treasury  under 
a  hard  struggle  to  keep  the  government  in  jnotion.  It  is 
believed  the  meeting  of  the  States  General  will  be  as 
early  as  January,  perhaps  December.  I  have  received 
a  duplicate  of  the  ratification  of  the  loan  of  1788,  by 
Congress,  and  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  of  July  2SJiid  fion 
the  treasury  board,  od  another  subject,  but  none  on  that 
of  the  captives  or  fiireiga  officers.  1  suppose  some  cause 
of  delay  must  have  intervened  between  the  ratificatkm 
of  Congress,  and  the  consequent  wders  of  the  treasoiy 
board. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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TBOH   THOHAi   JErFXRSON   TO   THE     C0HHI8SI0KEBS    OF 
THE   TRXASDRT. 

'  Fvia,  September  6,  17S8. 
Oentlemen, 
YouF  hvot  of  July  the  Sri,  came  to  band  some  dajs 
ago,  and  -that  of  July  the  29tid  in  the  afternoon  of  yes- 
terday. Knowing  tb&t  a  Mr.'Vannet  was  to  leave  Paiis 
this  morning  to  go  to  Virginia,  in  a  vessel  bound  from 
Havre  to  Potomac,  I  have  engaged  him  to  receive  the 
[Apers  which  are  the  subject  of  those  letters ;  to  take 
care  of  them  from  thence  to  Havre,  and  on  the  voyage; 
and  when  he  shall  have  arrived  in  Potomac,  instead  of 
going  directly  to  Richmond  as  he  intended,  he  will  pro- 
ceed  with  them  Inniself  to  New  York.  I  shall  pay  here 
all  expenses  to  their  ddivery  at  the  ship's  side  in  Ameri- 
ca, fright  incliided ;  unless,  petiiaps,  he  may  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  put  another  covering  over  them,  if  he  should 
not  be  able  to  get  tbem  into  the  calHn,  in  this  case  you 
mil  have  to  reimbuise  him  for  that.  I  engage  to  him, 
that  you  shall  pay  bim  their  n-ansportation  from  -  the 
ship's  side  to  New  York,  and  his  own  reas(»able  expen- 
ses bom  the  place  of  his  landing  to  New  York,  and  hack 
to  the:  place  of  landing.  As  he  takes  that  journey  for 
this  oliyect  only,  it  would  be  reasonable,  Uiat  yon  give 
him  some  gratuity  for  bis  time  and  trouble,  and  I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  accepted  by  htm  ;  but  I  have  made  no 
agreement  for  this.  The  papers  are  contained  in  a  large 
box  and  a  trunk.  They  were  sent  here  by  Mr.  Ast, 
during  my  absence  in  Holland.  When  they  arrived  at 
the  gates  of  Paris,  the  officers  of  the  customs  opened 
the  trunk,  to  see  whether  it  c(»itained  dutiable  articles : 
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but  findiog  only  books  and  papers,  they  concluded  the 
contents  of  the  box  to  be  of  the  same  nature,  and  did 
not  open  that ;  you  receive  it  therefore  as  it  came  irom 
the  hands  ef  Mr.  Ast.  A  small  trunk,  which  came  as  i 
third  package  from  Mr.  Ast,  and  which  has  never  been 
opened,  I  have  put  into  the  great  tmak,  without  disfdac 
log,  or  everhaviog  touched  a  single  paper,  except  as  &r 
as- was  oacessary  to  nwke  room  for  that.  I  shall  have  tbs 
vhiAa  corded  and  plumbed  by  the  ciuitom  house  hsie, 
not  mly  to.  prevent  their  being  opened  at  the  cuattxe 
house  cm  the  read,  and  at  the  port  of  exportation,  but  to 
prove  to  you,  whether  they  shall  have  been  opened  by 
any  body  else;  after  going  out  ofmy  hands.  If  the 
stamp  leads  are  entire,  and  the  cords  uncut,  when  you 
receive  them,  you  mill  be  sure  they  have  not  been  open- 
ed ;  they  will  be  wrapped  in  cnl  clodi  here,  to  guard  them 
against  the  da«ips  of  the  sea,  aai  as  I  meatiiHied  before, 
Mr.  Vannet  will  put  tb«a  under  anothn  ooveiing,  if  be 
finds  it  necessary,  at  Havre. 

At  the  same  ume  with  your  last  l^ter,  I  received 
from  the  office  of  foreign  ai^rs,  the  ratification  of  Con- 
gress of  the  loan  of  nS8,.for.aDatfaeriniUk)oof  guilders. 
As  the  necssHty  of  this  loan  resulted  from  the  oaiknate 
made  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  myself,  wlucb  eBtimate  was 
lajd  bef9re  Congress,  I  suppose  theiz  ratification  o£  the 
loan  implies .  tint  of  the  estimate.  One  artic^  of  this 
was  for  the  redemptuHi  of  .our  o^tives  at  Altera. 
Though  your  letter  says  nothing  on  tlua  suhject,  1  am  in 
hopes  you  have  sent  orders  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
loans  at  Amsterdam,  to  fomiab  u  soon  as  they  ^allbave 
it,  what  may  be  necessary  for. this  pressing  oall.  Soako 
for  the  foreign:  oScers.    If  the  ratifia«tio&  of.  the  loas 
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has  been  made  by  Congress,  ^h  a  view  to  fulfil  the  ob- 
jects of  the  estimBte,  a  general  order  from  you  to  the 
Commisaionen  of  the  loans  at  Amsterdam,  to  pay  the 
DKHteys  from  uooe  to  time,  according  to  that  estimate,  or 
to  such  other  as  you  shall  furnish  them  withj  might  save 
the  trouble  of  particular  orders  on  every  single  oceaudn, 
and  the  disaj^KHDtmeats  arising  fix>m  the  delay,  or  mia- 
etniaga  ofsnch  ordere;but  it  is  for  you  to  decide  on  this. 
1  hare  the  hcmor  to  he,  Sic. 

TH:  JEFFEHgON. 


rKOM    THOMAS   JKIT»80II   TO   /OBIT  JAY. 

PtriB,  November  14,  1788. 
Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  Deeember  31st,  1787, 1  had  the  hon- 
or of  ackaowledging  the  receipt  of  your  two  fevors  of 
J«ly  37th,  1767,  which  had  crane  to  my  hands  Decem- 
ber IM),  and  brought  with  them  my  fUlI:  powers  for 
treating  on  the  subject  of  the  Consular  Convention! 
Being  then  much  engaged  in  getting  forward  tiie  arrit 
which  came  out  the  S9th  of  December,  and  willing  to 
have  some  interval  between  that  act,  and  the  solicitation 
of  a  reconsidera^on  of  our  Consular  Convention,  I  had 
declined  m^tioniBg  it  for  sdme  time,  and  was  just  about 
to'bring  it  on  the  carpet,  when  itbdotone  necessary  for 
iM  to  go  to  Amsterdam.  Immediately  afier  my  return, 
w4iich  was  about  the  last  of  April,  I  introduced  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Count  de-  Montmorin,  and  have  followed  it 
luueiinli^gly  frcaa  that  tnne.  The  office  of  Marine,  as 
wtdl  as  that  of  Fonngn  Afairs,  being  to  be  consulted  in 
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all  the  stages  of  the  negotiation,  has  protracted  its  con- 
clusion till  this  time.  It  is,  at  length,  si'gnad  thit  day^ 
and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  the  original  for  the 
ratification  of  Congress.  The  principal  changes  eSectAd 
are  the  following : 

"Hie  clanses  of  the  Convention  of  1764,  dotfaing  Con- 
suls with  the  privileges  of  the  law  of  nntmiiE,  aro  atnick 
out,  and  they  are  expressly  subjected,  in  their  persons 
and  property,  to  the  laws  of  the  land- 
That  ^ving  the  right  of  aanctuary  to  their  houses,  is 
reduced  to  a  protection  of  their  chancery  room  and  its 
papers. 

Their  coercive  powers  over  passengers  are  taken  away; 
and  ov«c  those  whom  they  might  have  tenned  desertras 
of  their  na^n,  are  restrained  to  deserted  seamen  only. 

The  clause  allowing  them  to  arrest  and  send  hack  ves- 
sels, is  struck  out,  and  Instead  of  it,  they  are  allowed  to 
exercise  a  poMce  over  the  ships  of  their  nation  genenllj. 
So  is  that  which  deelared  the  indelibility  of  the  char- 
acter of  subject,  and  the  explanation  and  intention  of  the 
11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity. 

The  innoratioDs  in  the  lavrs  of  evidence  aHe  done 
away. 

And  the  Convention  is  limited  to  twelve  yeats  du- 
ration. 

'  Convinced  that  the  fewer  examples  the  better,  of 
either  persons  or  causes  mameiiBfale  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  I  could  have  wished  still  mcore  had  been  done; '  but 
more  could  not  be  done  with  good  huiaor.  The  eztsn- 
aitma  of  authonty,  given  by  the  Cixivention  of  1784, 
were  so  homogeneous  with  the  spirit  of  this  Govemment, 
that  they  were  prised  here.    Monsieur  de  Rayneval  hat 
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had  the  priDcipal  cb&^  of  arranging  this  iostrufflent 
with  me ;  mod,  in  justice  to  him,  I  roust  say,  I  could  not 
have  de»red  more  reasonable  and  friendly  dispositioas, 
than  he  demonstrated  trough  the  whole  of  it. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  several  schemes  successively  pro- 
posed between  us,  together  with  copies  of  the  written  ob- 
servation given  in  with  them,  aud  which  served  as  texts 
ofdiscussion  in  our  persooal  conferences.  They  may  serve 
as  a  commentary  on  any  passage  which  may  need  it, 
either  now  or  hereafter;  and  as  a  history  bow  any  particu- 
lar passage  comes  to  stand  as  it  does.  No.  I,  is  the 
CoDvention  of  1784 ;  No.  S,  is  my  first  scheme;  No.  3, 
theira,  in  answer  to  it;  No.  4,  my  next,  which  brought 
us  so  near  tt^etber,  that,  in  a  conference  on  that,  we  ar- 
nmged  it  in  the  Ibnn  in  which  it  has  been  signed.  I  add 
No.  5,  the  oc^y  of  a  translation  which  I  have  put  into 
their  hands,  with  a  request  that  if  they  find  any  passages, 
in  which  the  sense  of  the  original  is  not  fiStbfiilly  reo- 
(tered,  they  will  point  them  out  to  me ;  otherwise,  we 
may  consider  it  as  having  their  approbation.  This,  and 
the  ConventioD  of  1784,  (marked  No.  1,)  are  placed 
aide  by  side,  so  as  to  present  to  the  eye,  with  less  trou- 
Ue,  die  changes  made ;  and  I  enclose  a  number  of  print- 
ed copies  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  membeis  who  will 
have  to  decide  on  the  ra^fication.  It  is  desirable  that 
the  ratification  should  be  sent  here  for  exchange  as  soon 
as  possible. 

With  respect  to  the  consular  appodntmants,  it  is  a  duty 
OQ  me  to  add  some  observations  which  my  situation  here 
Ins  enabled  me  to  make.  I  think  it  was  in  the  spring  of 
1784,  that  Congress,  (banaased  by  multiplied  applica- 
tions frcHD  foreignets,  of  whom  nothing  was  known  bat 
Vol.  111—58 
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on  tbeir  own  information,  or  on  that  of  others  as  u 
as  themselves,)  caxne  to  a  resolution  that  the  interest  of 
America  would  not  permit  the  nanung  any  persoo  not  a 
citizen,  to  the  office  of  Consul,  Vice  Consul,  agent  or 
commissary;  this  was  intended  as  a  general  answer-to 
that  swarm  of  foreign  pretenders.  It  appeals  to  me 
that  it  will  he  best  still  to  preserve  a  part  of  this  regu- 
lation. Native  citizens,  on  several  valuable  accounts,  are 
preferahle  to  aliens,  and  tocitizens  alien  bom.  They  pos- 
sess our  language,  know  our  laws,  customs  and  commerce, 
have  generally  acquaintance  in  the  United  States,  give  bet- 
ter satisfacdoo,  and  are  more  to  be  relied  on  in  the  pomt 
of  fidelity.  Their  disadvantages  are  an  imperfect  ac- 
quaintance with  the  language  of  this  country,  and  an  ig- 
nwaace  of  the  organization  of  its  judicial  and  executive 
powers,  and  consequent  awkwardness  whenever  applica- 
cation  to  either  of  these  is  necessary,  as  it  frequenUy  is. 
But  it  happens  that  in  some  of  the  principal  ports  of 
France,  there  is  not  a  single  Americui,  (as  in  Marseilles, 
L'Orient  and  Havre,)  in  others  but  one,  (as  in  Nantes 
and  Rouen,)  and  in  Bourdeauz  only  two  oi  three.  For- 
tunately for  the  present  moment,  most  oi  those  are  wor- 
thy (^  appointments.  But  we  should  look  forward  to 
fiitaire  ^es  when  there,  may  happen  to  be  no  native 
citizens  in  a  port,  but  such  as  being  bankrupt,  have  taken 
asylum  in  France  from  t)ieir  creditors,  or  young  epheme- 
ral adventurers  in  commerce  without  substance  or  con- 
duct, or  other  descriptions  which  might  disgrace  the  Con- 
sular office,  without  protecting  our  commerce.  To  avail 
ouiselves  of  our  good  native  dttxetu,  when  we  have  one 
in  a  ptHrt,  and  when  there  are  none,  to  have  yet  some  per- 
son to  attend  to  our  a&irs,  it  appears  to  me  adviseabb 
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lo  declare  by  a  standing  law,  that  do  person  but  a  native 
citizen  shall  be  capable  of  the  o&cb  of  Contul;  and 
thai  the  Consuls,  presence  in  his  port  should  suspend  for 
the  ^e  the  funcuons  of  the  Vice  Consul.  This  is  die 
rule  ctf  1784,  restrained  to  the  office  of  Consul  and  to 
native  diizens.  The  establishing  this  by  a  standing  law 
will  guard  against  the  efiect  of  particular  applications, 
and  will  shut  the  door  against  such  applications  as  will 
otherwise  be  numerous.  This  dime,  the  office  of  Vice 
Consul  may  be  given  to  the  best  subject  in  the  port, 
whether  citizen  or  alien,  and  that  of  Consul  be  kept 
open  for  any  nabve  ciuzen  of  superior  qualificatitnis,  who 
might  come  afterwards  to  establish  themselves  in  the  port. 
The  functions  of  the  Vice  Consul  would  become  dor- 
mant during  the  presence  of  his  principal,  come  into  ac- 
tivity again  on  his  departure,  and  thus  spare  us  and  them 
the  painful  operation  of  revoking  and  reviving  their  com- 
missions perpetually.  Add  to  this,  that  during  the  pr^ 
sence  of  the  Consul,  the  Vice  Consul  would  not  be 
merely  useless,  but  would  be  a  valuable  counsellor  to  his 
principal,  new  in  office,  the  language,  laws  and  customs 
of  the  country.  Every  Consul  and  Vice  Consul  should 
be  restrained  in  his  jurisSiction  to  the  post  for  which  he 
is  named,  and  the  tenitory  nearer  to  that  than  to  any 
other  Consular  or  Vice  Consular  port,  and  no  idea  per- 
mitted to  arise  that  the  grade  of  Consul  gives  a  right  to 
any  autbwity  whatever  over  a  Vice  Consul,  or  draws  on 
any  dependence. 

To  these  general  lacts  and  observations,  I  will  add 
some  local,  and  of  the  present  moment. 

Marseilles.    There  is  no  native.    Stephen  Cathalan, 
the  ftther,  has  had  the  agency,  by  appointment  either  of 
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DocttH-  Franklin  or  Hr.  Barclay.  But  his  Eon,  of  the 
same  name,  has  solely  done  the  duties,  and  it  beit  capa- 
ble of  tbem.  He  speaks  our  language  pwfecily,  is  fa- 
auliar  with  our  customs,  as,  liaviDg  lived  in  a  counting 
bouse  in  London,  ts  sennble,  active  and  solid  in  bis  cir- 
ovmstaoces.  Both  the  port  and  penon  merit  a  Vice 
Ceuolate. 

Bourdeaux.  Mr.  John  Bondfield,  a  nanve  citizen, 
has  hitherto  acted  by  appoiotment  from  Doctor  Frank- 
lin; be  is  wdl  known  in  Ajnerica,  is  of  a  higher  degree 
of  infcmnatwn  than  is  uaitalljr  to  be  Ibund,  and  unezcep- 
tidnable  in  eveiy  point  of  new.  His  circumstances, 
indeed,  have,  at  one  time,  been  perplexed ;  but  I  sup- 
pose them  (o  be  otherwise  now.  He  ii  bksly  to  remain 
loi^  at  Bourdeaux,  and  is  so  much  respected,  that  we 
cannot  expect  a  better  subject  there.  I  tbink  him  fwo- 
per  for  a  Comvlgr  commission. 

Nantes.  We  have  but  one  native  citizen  there,  Mr. 
Bnrrell  Cames,  who  has  acted  by  appointment  from  Mr. 
Barclay,  and  acted  well,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge. 
He  is  young,  and  beginning  business  only,  would  be 
proper  for  the  Vice  Consulate,  at  pi«sent,  and  for  the 
Consulate,  when  time  shall  baVe  added  experience  and 
&m  establishcaent  to  his  present  qualifieations. 

L'Oiieni.  Nooitiaenat  aH.  Mr.  Loreilhe,  a  French- 
man, aad  very  woftliy  man,  acted  for  some  time ;  bM 
Ailing  in  his  a£&ire,  he  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Bourdeaux.  Alter  that,  I  wrote  occasioDally  to  Wilt 
and  Debnestre,  but  they,  too,  are  become  bankrupt. 
There  is  lately  gone  there  from  Paris,  a  Monsieur  Vei^ 
ues,  an  uncommoBly  senuUe,  well  informed  man,  speak- 
ing our  language  wdl,  connected  in  commerce  with  the 
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we^thy  bouse  of  Berard  tad  Co.  and  par^ulariy  en- 
gaged in  the  Amerioan  commeKe.  I  suppose  him  pio- 
per  for  a  Vice  Consulate. 

Havre.  There  is  no  native.  M.  Andrfi  Limoaia, 
has  acted  by  appointmeiit  of  Doctor  Franklin.  He  is  a 
very  solid  merchant,  speaks  and  writes  our  language,  is 
sensible,  experienced  and  very  zealous.  Hla  services 
hitherto  have  been  so  assiduous  as  to  entitle  him  to  the 
Vice  Consulate,  in  preference  to  any  other  person  in 
that  port. 

Rouen.  Th«:e  is  hut  cme  citizen  there,  Mr.  Thomas 
Appleton,  son  of  Nathaniel  Appleton,  of  Boston.  He 
is  young,  and  just  beginning  business.  He  is  sensible, 
active,  and  fit  for  the  Vice  Consulate,  with  a  view  to 
the  Consulate  at  some  future  day,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Games. 

The  preceding  are  the  only  ports  worthy  c^  either 
Consular  or  Vice  Consular  establishment.  To  oiuldply 
would  be  to  degrade  them,  and  excite  jealousy  in  the 
government.  At  A»  following  1  should  suppose  Agents 
sufficient. 

Dunkirk.  Francis  Coffin,  an  American,  and  good 
man,  appointed  by  Doctor  Franklin. 

Dieppe.  M.  Cavalier,  a  Frenchman,  appointed  by 
Mr.  Barclay. 

Bayonne.  Louis  Alexander  has  meddled  for  us  ^ 
his  own  accord;  Iknow  neither  good  nor  harm  of  him. 
He  writes  a  broken  English,  but  I  do  not  know  if  be 
speaks  the  language.  Though  a  free  port,  there  had 
entered  there  but  one  or  two  ships  from  the  peace  to  the 
Autumn  of  1787.     I  have  no  account  since. 

Oeite.     Nicholas  Guirrard,  named  by  Doctor  Frank- 
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lin.  He  is  of  the  meFcantile  house  of  Guirrard  and 
PcHlas.  I  saw  one  of  the  partners  while  at  Cette,  who 
■poke  English  well,  is  femiUar  with  f^lish  usages  in  com- 
mMce,  issraiaible,  and  has  theappearanceofbeiaga  good 
man.  But  I  do  not  recollect  whether  the  person  I  describe, 
was  Guirrard  or  Portas.  The  other  partner  does  not 
speak  English.  Mr  Barclay  can  probably  fix  this  un- 
certainty, as  well  aa  give  fuUer  information  on  all  the 
other  persons  named,  liaa  one,  whichever  be  be,  is 
fittest  for  the  agency. 

Beudes  these,  I  would  tdie  the  liberty  of  recom-. 
molding  the  appointment  of  agents  at  Toulon,  Roche- 
fort,  Brest  and  Cherbui^,  merely  for  the  purposes  of  in- 
telligence. They  are  King's  ports,  and  it  b  in  them 
that  the  symptoms  of  a  maritime  war  will  ^ways  &st 
show  themselves.  Such  a  correspondence,  th^reiwe, 
will  be  always  proper  for  your  Minister  here,  and,  in  ge- 
neral, the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  should  be  instruct- 
ed to  correspond  with  him  for  bis  iD&rmatioa.  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  proper  that  he  should  have  any  power 
of  naming  oi  removing  them.     It  might  lead  to  abuse. 

It  is  now  proper  I  should  ^ve  some  account  of  the 
state  of  our  dispute  widi  Sohweighauser  &  Dobree.  In 
the  conversation  I  had  with  Dobree,  at  Nantes,  he  ap- 
peared to  think  BO  rationally  on  this  subject,  that  1 
thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  accommo- 
dating it  with  him,  and  I  wshed  rather  to  settle  it  by  ac- 
commodation than  to  apply  to  the  Minister.  I  after^. 
wards  had  it  intimated  to  him,  through  the  medium  of 
Mr.  Games,  that  I  had  it  in  idea  to  propose  a  referenoe 
to  arbitrators.  He  expressed  a  cheetfid  concurrence  in 
it.     I  thosupon  made  the  proposition  to  hun  f(»iBaUy, 
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by  letter,  mentioaing  particularly  that  we  would  choose 
our  arbitrators  of  some  neutral  uation,  aud  of  prefereoce 
from  among  the  Dutch  refugees  here.  I  was  surprized 
to  receive  an  answer  from  him,  wherein,  after  expressing 
his  own  readiness  to  accede  to  this  proposition,  he  added, 
that  on  consulting  Mr.  Pachelburg  he  had  declined  it ; 
nevertheless,  he  mshed  a  fuller  explanation  from  me,  as 
to  the  subjects  to  be  submitted  to  arbitration.  I  gave 
him  that  explanation,  and  be  answered  finally,  that  Mr. 
Puchelberg  refused  all  accommodation,  and  insisted  that 
the  matter  should  be  decided  1^  the  tribunals  of  the 
country.  Accommodation  being  at  an  end,  I  wrote  to 
Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  and  insisted  on  the  usage  of 
nations,  which  does  not .  permit  the  e^cts  of  one  sove- 
reign to  be  seized  in  the  territories  of  another,  and 
subjected  to  judiciary  decision  there.  I  am  promised 
that  the  stores  shall  be  delivered ;  but  the  necessary 
fbnnalities  will  occasion  some  delay.  The  King  being 
authorized  to  call  all  causes  before  himself,  ours  will  be 
evdced  from  the  tribunals  where  it  is,  and  will  be  ended 
by  an  order  to  deliver  up  the  stores  arrested,  leaving  it 
tothe  justice  of  Congress  to  do  afterwards  what  is  right 
as  to  the  demand  of  Schweigbauser  &  Dobree.  I  wish 
I  could  receive  instructions  what  to  do  with  the  stores 
wbetk  delivered.  The.  arms  had  certainly  better  be  sent 
to  America,  aa  they  are  good,  and  yet  will  sell  here  for 
little  Or  nothing.  The  gun  stocks  and  old  iron  had  bet- 
ter be  sold  here.  But  wliat  should  be  done  with  the  - 
anchors?  Being  thoroughly  persuaded  that  Congress 
wish  that  substantial  justice  should  he  done  to  Schweig- 
hauser  &  Dobree,  I  shall,  after  the  stores  are  secured,  le , 
peat  my  proposition  of  arbitration  to  them.     If  they  then 
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rafiue  it,  I  shall  rfturn  all  the  papers  to  America,  and 
consider  my  power*  for  sattliag  tlus  matter  as  at  an  end. 
I  have  rsceired  no  answer  yet  from  Denmark,  do  tbe 
subject  of  the  prixes ;  nor  do  I  know  whether  to  ascribe 
this  silence  to  an  intention  to  evade  the  demand,  or  to 
the  multitude  of  a&iis  they  have  had  on  their  buidi 
lately.  Patience  seema  to  be  prudence  in  ibis  case ;  to 
indispose  them  would  do  no  good,  and  might  do  harm. 
I  shall  write  again  soon,  if  no  answer  be  received  in  the 
meantime. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be. 

TH :  JEFFERSON. 


Traralation. 
Tiatr  roRM  pbofoscd  oh  the  part  op  tbe  i 

STATES. 

Conemtion  between  hit  J^at  Giriattan  Majesty  and  the 
United  Statet  of  America,  for  the  pvrpote  of  dettT- 
wamng  andfiuM^  thefitactwm  and  prerogaiinet  of 
their  reapedtm  Coniuit,  Vice  GmsuU,  Agent*,  and 
CoKmiuariet, 

His  Majesty,  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  United 
States  of  America,  having,  by  the  ^tb  article  of  the  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  concluded  between  them,  mu- 
tually granted  tbe  liberty  of  haiing,  in  their  respective 
States,  and  ports.  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  and 
Commissaries,  and  being  willing  in  consequence  thereof,  to 
detennme  and  fit  in  a  reciprocal  and  pemianent  maimar, 
the  foncticHis  and  prerogatives  of  the  said  Consols,  Vice 
Consuls,  Agents,  and  ConmiisBaries;  his  Most  Christian 
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Majesty  has  nominated  the  Sieur  — ' and  the  United 

States  of  America  has  nominated ,  who,  after 

hanng  communicated  to  each  other  their  respective  full 
powers,  agreed  upon  what  follows : 

Article  i.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  agmtt  and 
commiaaries,  nominated  by  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
and  the  United  States  or  by  their  authority,  shall  be  bound 
to  present  their  commissions  according  to  the  form  which 
shall  be  established  by  the  £tng-  within  his  domtnioTa  and 
by  the  Congreii  within  the  United  Statei.  There  shall 
be  delivered  to  them  without  any  charge,  the  exequatur 
necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their  fiinctioos,  and  on  the 
exhibition  which  they  shall  make  of  the  said  exequatur, 
the  Governors,  Commanders,  Judges,  public  bodies,  tri- 
bunals  and  other  officers,  having  authority  in  the  ports 
and  places  of  their  consulate,  shall  cause  them  to  enjoy 
as  soon  as  possible  and  without  difficulty  the  pre-eminen- 
ces, authority  and  privileges,  reciprocally  granted  mib- 
out  exacting  from  the  said  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  agents 
and  commissaries  any  duty,  under  any  pretence  whatever. 
Articli  it.  The  Consuls,  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  personal  service  and  public  offices,  from 
soldiers  billets,  militia  watch,  guard,  guardianship  and 
trusteeship,  as  well  as  from  all  duties,  taxes,  impositions 
and  chaises  whatever,  except  on  the  estate  real  cmd 
perMonal,  of  which  they  may  he  the  proprietors  or  pos- 
sessors, which  shall  be  subject  to  the  Uxes  imposed  on 
the  estates  of  all  other  individuals,  and  in  all  other  in- 
itancet,  they  thaU  be  mbject  to  the  lawi  of  the  land,. 
vtUh  respect  to  their  persons,  their  property  and  pas^ 
lessions,  in  the  $cme  manner  «  other  foreignert  of  their 
flotMHi  are. 

Vol.  hi.— 59 
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They  shall  place  over  the  outward  door  of  their  bonse 
the  arms  of  their  sovereign,  without  however  the  maik 
of  distiaciion  giviog  to  the  said  house  the  right  of  asylum, 
for  ant/  person  or  properti/  tohatever. 

Article  ti.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  respec- 
tively may  establish  a  chancery,  where  shall  be  depoat- 
ed  the  c(»isuhir  acts  and  deliberations,  all  e^ts  left  by 
deceased  persons,  or  saved  from  shipwreck,  as  well  as 
testamflDts,  obligations,  contracts,  and  in  general  all  the 
acts  and  proceedings  done  between  persons  of  th^ 
nation. 

They  may  in  consequence  appoint  for  the  business  of 
the  said  chancery  capable  persons,  receive  tbem,  adioia- 
ister  an  oath  to  them,  give  to  them  the  keeping  of  the 
seal  and  the  right  of  sealing  commissions,  judgments  and 
other  acts  of  the  Consulate,  as  well  as  there  to  discharge 
the  fiinctions  of  notaries  and  registers  in  cases  which  shall 
concern  the  subjects  of  their  own  natioo. 

Abticle  VII.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  respec- 
tively shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  in  theii 
chancery,  or  on  board  of  vessels,  the  declarations  and  all 
the  other  acts,  which  the  captains,  masters,  seamen  and 
passengers  and  merchants  of  their  nation  would  make 
there,  even  their  testaments  and  other  dispoaitions  of  last 
will ;  and  the  copies  of  the  stud  acts  duly  authenticaled 
by  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  under  the  seal  of 
theit  consulate,  shall  receive  &itb  in  law  equaUt/ a$their 
originais,  would  in  all  the  tribunals  of  the  domtntont  of 
the  most  Christian  King,  and  of  the  United  States,  and 
inaU  cases  which  only  coTuern  persons  of  their  nation- 
Tbey  shall  also  have,  and  exclusively,  in  ease  o/tht 
absence  of  the  testamentary  execiUor,  guardian  or  Ifli^/U 
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representative,  the  rigbt  to  inventory,  liquidate  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  sale  of  the  personal  estate  left  by  subjects  or 
citizens  of  their  nation,  who  shall  die  within  the  extent 
of  their  consulate ;  tbey  shall  proceed  therein,  irith  the 
assistance  of  two  merchants  of  their  said  nation,  or  of 
any  other  of  their  choice,  and  shall  cause  to  be  deposited 
in  their  cbaocery,  the  effects  and  papers  of  their  said 
estates,  and  no  officer,  military,  judiciary,  or  of  the  po- 
lice of  the  country,  shall  disturb  tbepa,  or  interfere  there- 
in in  any  manner  whatsoever ;  but  the  said  Consul  shall 
not  deliver  up  the  said  efi^ts,  nor  the  proceeds  thereof, 
to  the  lawful  representatives,  or  to  their  order,  till  they 
shall  have  caused  to  be  paid  all  debts,  which  the  deceased 
shall  have  contracted  in  the  country ;  for  which  purpose, 
the  creditor  shall  have  a  right  to  attach  the  said  effects  in 
their  handt,  as  they  might  in  those  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual mhate'Eer,  and  proceed  to  obtain  tale  of  them, 
tUl  payment  of  what  shall  be  lawjuUy  due  to  them. 
When  the  debts  shall  not  have  been  contracted  by  judg- 
ment, deed  or  note,  the  signature  whereof  shall  be 
ftnoum,  payment  shall  not  be  ordered,  hut  on  the  credi- 
tors ^ving  sufficient  surety,  resident  in  the  country,  to 
refund  the  sums  he  shall  have  unduly  received,  principal, 
interests  and  costs.  Which  surety  shall  stand,  neverthe- 
less, duly  discharged,  after  the  term  of  one  year,  in  time 
of  peace,  and  of  two,  in  time  of  war,  if  the  dischai^ 
cannot  be  formed  before  the  end  of  this  term,  against 
^  representatives,  who  shall  present  themselves.  And 
in  order  that  the  r^esentatives  may  not  be  unjustly 
Icept  out  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  the  Consols  and 
Vice  Qmtvia  shaU  notify  hit  death  in  some  one  of  the 
gtaettes,  paiHshed  witlan  thevr  Contuiate.    And,  that 
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they   ihaS  retain   the  taid  effecU  in  their  handi  

montkt,  to  ansteer  aU  just  demand*  which  shall  be  jrre- 
sented ;  and  they  shall  be  boujid  ajier  tkit  delay,  to  de- 
Uver  to  the  penona  succeeding  thereto,  what  shall  be 
more  than  mj^demt  for  the  demands  which  shall  have 
been  formed. 

Article  tiii.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls  shall  receive  the  declaratioDs,  protests,  and 
other  Consular  acts,  from  all  captains  and  masters  of 
their  respective  nations,  on  account  of  average  losses  sus- 
tained at  sea  hy  leakage  or  throwing  merchandize  ore^ 
board,  and  these  captains  and  masters  shall  leave  in  the 
chancery  of  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  the  pro- 
tests and  other  Consular  acts  which  thej  may  have  made 
in  other  ports,  on  account  of  the  accidents  which  may 
have  happened  to  them  on  their  voyage.  If  a  subject  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  in- 
terested in  the  said  cai^o,  the  average  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  not  by  the  Consuls  or 
Vice  Consuls,  but  when  only  the  subjects  or  citizens  of 
their  own  nation  shall  be  interested,  the  respective  Con- 
suls and  Vice  Consuls  shall  appoint  skilful  persons  tp  set- 
tle the  damage  and  average. 

Article  is.  In  cases  where  by  tempests  or  other  ac^ 
cidents,  French  ships  or  vesseb  shall  be  stranded  on  the 
coast  of  the  United  States,  and  ships  or  resseb  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coast  of  the  do- 
minions of  the  Most  Christian  King,  the  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul  nearest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck,  shall  do  what- 
ever he  may  judge  proper,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  its  ca^o  and  appurte- 
nances, as  for  the  storing  and  security  of  the  effects  and 
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mercbandize  saved.  He  may  take  an  inveetorf  of  them, 
without  the  intenneddlmg  of  any  officers  of  the  militaiy, 
of  the  customs,  of  justice,  or  of  the  police  of  the  couo- 
ti7,  otherwise  than  to  give  to  the  Ccmsuls,  Vice  Con- 
suls, captain  and  crew  of  the  vessel  shipwrecked,  c» 
stranded,  all  the  succor  and  &vch-  which  they  shall  de- 
Dund  of  them,  either  for  expedition  in  securing  the  car- 
go, or  preserving  the  effects  saved,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
all  disturbances. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  all  kind  of  dispute  and  dis- 
cussion in  the  said  cases  of  sbipmeck,  it  is  agreed  when 
there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  to  attend  to  the 
saving  of  the  wreck,  or  that  the  residence  of  the  said 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  n(A  being  at  the  place  of  the 
tvreck)  shall  be  more  distant  from  the  said  place  than 
that  of  the  competent  judge  of  the  country,  the  latter 
shall  immediately  proceed  therein,  with  all  the  despatch, 
certainty  and  precaution  prescrihed  by  the  respective 
laws,  but  the  said  territorial  judge  shall  retire  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  and  shall  deUver 
over  to  him  the  report  of  his  proceedings,  the  expenses 
of  which,  the  Consul  <a  Vice  Consul  shall  cause  to  be 
reimbursed  to  him. 

The  merchandize  and  effects  saved  shall  he  deposited 
in  the  custom  house,  or  other  nearest  place  of  safety, 
with  the  inventory  of  them,  which  shall  be  made  by  the 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  the 
judge,  who  shall  have  co^iizance  thereof,  and  the  said 
merchandizes  and  effects  shall  be  afterwards  delivered, 
after  levying  therefittm  the  costs,  and  without  form  of 
process,  to  the  proprietors,  who,  being  furnished  with  a 
replevy  from  the  nearest  Ctmsul  or  Vice  Consul,  shall 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


470  THOICAS  JEFFERSON-JOHN  JAY. 

reclaim  tbem  by  themselves  or  by  their  atUHneys,  either 
for  the  purpose  of  re-exporting  the  mercbandiEes,  and, 
io  that  case,  they  shall  pay  no  kmd  of  duties  of  expor- 
tation, or  (or  the  purpose  of  selling  them  in  the  country, 
if  they  are  not  prohibited  ;  and,  in  this  latter  case,  tbe 
said  merchandizes  being  averaged,  there  shall  be  granted 
them  an  abatement  of  the  entrance  duties,  proportioned 
to  the  damage  sustained,  which  shall  be  oacertained  by 
the  verbal  process  formed  at  the  time  of  shipwreck,  or 
of  the  vessels  running  ashore. 

AaTicLE  X.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  may 
cause  to  ho  arrested  in  the  country,  the  sailors  desertera 
of  their  respective  nations,  and  send  them  back  and  trans- 
port them  out  of  the  country. 

3%e  regUt&rt  of  the  vetsels  or  rolls  of  the  Crete,  thaU 
be  received  in  taiimony,  to  prove  that  the  peraom  ar- 
retted ai  deiertivg  satlora,  belotig  to  their  respective  tut' 
tions ;  but  skaU  not  exclude  the  other  legal  proofs  re- 
lative  to  the  same  facts. 

As  soon  as  there  shall  be  su^^cient  proof  that  they 
are  deserting  sailors  of  such  nation,  no  tribunals.  Judges 
oi  officers,  whatsoever,  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever, 
take  cognizance  of  the  complaint  which  the  said  saikHS 
and  deserters  may  make,  but  they  shall,  on  the  contrary, 
be  delivered  up  on  any  order  signed  by  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul,  without  its  being  in  any  one's  power,  in 
uiy  manner  to  detain,  engage  or  withdraw  thera.  And 
Io  attain  to  the  complete  execuUon  of  the  arrangements 
contained  in  this  article,  all  persons  having  authority  shall 
be  bound  to  assist  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls ; 
md  on  a  simple  requisition,  signed  by  them,  they  shall 
cause  to  he  detained  and  guarded  in  prison,  at  the  disposal 
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and  expense  of  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consula,  the 
said  sailots  and  deserters,  until  they  sfaall  hare  an  oppor- 
tuDit^r  to  send  them  out  of  the  country.  But  if  they  he 
not  »en/  out  of  the  eoutUry  in  one  month  from  the  day  of 
their  arrest,  they  ihali-  be  tet  at  liherty,  and  jhaB  be  no 
more  arretted  Jbr  the  tame  couie. 

Article  xi.  In  cases  where  the  respective  subjects 
(V  citizen*  shall  have  committed  any  crime  or  breach  of 
the  peace,  they  shall  be  amenable  to  the  Judges  of  the 
country. 

Akticle  XII.  All  diflerences  and  suits  between  the 
sabjecta  of  the  most  ChiisUan  King  in  the  United 
States,  or  between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
the  dominiont  of  the  mott  Christian  Swg,  shall  be 
determined  by  the  respective  Consuls,  if  one  of  the  par- 
ties demandt  it,  either  by  a  reference  to  arlHtntioii  or  by 
a  summary  judgment,  and  without  costs. 

No  officer,  civil  or  military,  shall  interfere  or  take  any 
part  whatever  in  the  affiiir,  appeal  shall  be  carried  beiore 
the  tribunals  of  France  or  the  United  States,  to  whom  it 
may  appertain  to  take  cognizance  thereof. 

The  respective  agents  shall  be  bound  to  render  to  their 
respective  merchants,  navigators  and  vessels,  all  possible 
service,  and  to  inform  the  nearest  Consul  or  Vice  Con- 
sul t^  the  wants  of  the  sud  merchants,  navigators  and 
vessels,  without  the  said  agents  otherwise  participating 
in  the  immunities,  rights  and  privileges,  attributed  to  the 
CtHiBuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and  without  power  to  exact 
any  duty  or  emohiment  whatever,  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Abticlb  XIII.  The  general  utility  of  commerce  hav- 
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ii^  caused  to  be  established  mtkin  the  domirtioru  of  the 
mott  Chrittian  Sing,  particular  tribunals  and  forms  for 
expediting  the  decision  of  commercial  afimrs,  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
those  establishments ;  and  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  mU  provide  in  the  manner  the  most  conformable  to 
its  laws,  equivaieut  advantages  in  favor  of  the  French 
merchants,  for  the  prompt  despatch  and  decision  of  af- 
feirs  of  the  same  nature. 

Article  xiv.  The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian 
King  and  the  citizms  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
prove,  by  legal  evidence,  that  they  are  of  the  said  na- 
tiois  lespectivdy,  shall,  in  consequence,  enjoy  au  exemp- 
tion from  all  posonal  service  in  the  place  of  their  settlo- 
ment. 

Abticls  XV.  If  any  other  nation  acquires,  by  virtue  of 
any  Convention  whatever,  a  treatment  more  fevorable  with 
respect  to  the  consular  pre-eminences,  powers,  authority 
and  privileges,  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  the 
most  Christian  King  or  the  United  States,  reciprocally, 
shall  participate  therein,  agreeably  to  the  terms  stipulated 
by  the  Snd,  3rd  and  4th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  cwnmerce,  concluded  between  the  most  Christian 
King  and  the  United  States. 

ABTIC1.E  XVI.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  in 
fiiU  force  during  the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be  counted 
from  the  day  oi  the  exchai^e  of  rauficaticms,  which  ^all 
be  given  in  proper  form,  and  exchanged  on  both  sides 
within  the  space  of  (Hie  year,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  futh  whereof,  k,c. 


D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 


DIPLOMATIC  COBRSSPONDONOB. 


NOTES, 
It  is  pFoposed  to  leavt  t 
wordi  igcMa  »nd  cotninit 
In  the  (resly  the  right  of  estsb- 
lishin^  B^nts  or  commiBsaries  or 
Coiuuls  18  reserved.  But  ance 
the  late  denomiiution  is  chosen 
it  ippears  lueleH  to  repeat  the 


Conauli  and  Vice  Coduls,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  «ny  persons  being' 
respectively  sent  hereafter  under 
^ilerent  titles  from  whence  m^it 
result  difficulties  in  point  of  form. 
It  is  proposed  to  suppress  the  de- 
nomination of  agents  uid  ci — 
nuBsaries,  wherever  they  ire 
nounced  in  the  following  srijcles. 


Althougfi  Ur.  JefTetWHi  ap- 
pears desmnu  that  aU  fhe  respec- 
tive Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls 
rttould  be  named  by  the  Sove- 
reign, inconvenience  appears  to 
us  on  this  bead.  All  those  who 
are  actually  established  in  Ameri- 
ea,  have  the  Kingf's  cDnumasion. 
It  is  also  very  advantageous  that 
this  should  be  the  c«se  to  permit 
the  teo  great  multiplication  of 
Ameiican  Vice  Consuls  ui  France. 
Tberefbre  the  words  or  bymako' 
rUjf  are  aapprcMed,  and  the  3itd 
arlide  of  tfw  <dd  prcgect  totally. 
But  it  appears  necessary  to  re- 
serve to  Consult  utd  Vice  Con- 
Vol.  ni— 60 


FIRST  COUNTEH-PROPOSl- 
TION  ON  THE  PART  OF 
PRANCE. 


Convention  between  his  most 
Christian  Hajes^  and  the  United 
States  of  America  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  determining  and  fixing 
the  functions  and  prerogatives  of 
thdr  respective  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls. 


.  the  Uluted  States  of 

America  havbg,  by  the  29fli  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  anuty  and 
commerce  concluded  between 
them,  mutually  granted  the  U- 
ber^  of  having  in  their  respec- 
tive States  and  porta,  Consuls 
and  Vice  Consuls,  agents  and 
commissaries,  and  being  willing 
in  consequence  thereof  to  define 
and  establish  in  a  reciprocal  and 
permanent  manner,  the  functions 
and  prerogatives  of  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  which  they  have 
judged  it  convenient  to  establish, 
of  preference  bis  most  Chiislian 
Uajesty  has  nominated  the  Sieur 
— — ,  and  the  Uiuted  States 

have  nominated ,  who  at 

ter  having  commumcated  to  each 

other  their  respective  full  pow- 

en  have  agreed  on  what  fallows. 

Akticli  I.  Tbe  Consuls  and 


States  ih«U  be  Iraund  to  present 


ions,  and  by  uie  Congress  witlsn 
the  United  States,  there  ahaU  be 
deHvered  to  them  without  any 
charges,  the  exequatur  necessa- 
ry fbr  the  exercise  of  (heir  fiinc- 
tioni^  and  on  exhibiting  the  ni^ 
^-    "^igoyernors,  coni- 
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nila  the  rig^t  of  luuning  agenta 
in  the  porta  of  their  [districts  to 
comfpond  with  them,  'without 
the  Bid  Bg^ents  havinj^uiy  public 
character  or  exeqiutur. 


It  is  propcncd  to  nuke  some 
■light  alterMiow  in  this  article. 
It  appears  necessary  to  grant 
ConsiUs  some  immunitiea,  but 
dieM  arc  not  dai^eroiu,  when 
the  cases  of  crimes,  or  debts  are 
excepted.  As  to  the  papers  of 
.Ihe  diancely,  it  is  iiDpossble  for 
muy  nstion  to  refitse  the  itillest 
inuDuiiity  :  submisaon  to  all  tax- 
es has  been  added  with  respect 
to  those  who  shiJl  exercise  co^i- 
Uktirce.  It  is  remarked  on  the 
•ubjeft  of  B^zure  Sor  debts  that 
the  civil  laws  of  Pranoe  extend 
ereslo'  personal  security  than 
Uie  dril  \xni  of  England  or  Ame- 
Ca,  bodily  reatraint  opt  generally 
taking  pibce,  but  f<H!  commercial 
debts,  and  moreoier  no  person 
can  be  arrested  in  Prance  for 
debt^  before  boi^  heard,  w  at 
least  cited  judici^y,  with  su^ 
cieat  delay  for  lus  defence.  It 
sMms  proper  that  Congress 
should  take  some  measures  to 
protect  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls from  the  inoonvenieaces 
whidi  may  happen  to  fbi«ignera 
from  the  fitrma  established  in  ths 
United  8tat£s.  Foe  this  nuiprae 
they  ought  to  be  conadered  as 
being  always  under  the  immediate 
protectiop  of  the  legislature  erf' 
theeooniry,  and  «ot  inwantof 
any  pwlicuUi  security. 

It  is  propoaed  U>  let  the  3rd 
article  subsist  by  sappreMing  Oie 
sedition  made  to  the   13th  arti- 


officers  having  authotity  in  the 

E>rts  and  places  of  their  consa- 
te,  shall  cause  them  to  eiqw 
immediately  and  without  difliciu- 
ty,  the  pre-eminences,  authori- 
ty  and  privilegsa,  redprocally 
granted,  without  exacting  from 
the  ssid  Consuls  and  Vice  Con< 
suls  any  duty  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Abttc!.!  n.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  and  all  persons  at- 
tached to  the  Consulu  fimctions 
shall  reapectJFcly  enjoy  p^'Bonal 
immunity,  excepting  in  cases  of 
crimes  or  debts.  They  shall  al- 
so enjoy  a  fill  and  entire  immu- 
nity forthtur  chancety  and  the 
papers  which  shall  be  theron 
contained.  They  shaU  be  ex- 
empt from  all  personal  set^ 
vice,  from  saldiers  billets,  mi- 
li^  watch,  Riuards,  ruardian- 
flhip,  trusteeship,  as  weU  as  from 
all  duties,  taxes,  impositians  and 
charges  whatsoever,  except  on 
the  real  and  personal  estate  of 
which  they  may  be  the  proprie- 
tors or  possessors,  which  shall  be 
subject  to  the  taxes  imposed  on 
the  estates  of  all  other  indivi- 
duals ;  and  In  all  other  instuicea 
they  shall  be  subject  tn  the  laws 
of  the  land  as  the  natives  are. 
Those  of  the  said  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  who  shall  exercise 
commerce  shall  be  respectively 
suhjectto  all  taxea,  duu'ges  aiul 
impomtion^  establisbed  tm  other 
merchants. 

They  dull  place  over  the  out- 
watd  door  of  their  house,  tbo 
arms  of  th^  Sovensgn;  butthiB 
mark  of  indica&m  shall  not  give 
to  the  *ud  bouse  any  privilege  of 
asylmn  for  anr  persco  or  proper- 
ty iriiatsoever. 

AntDU  m.  The  respective 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consul^  may 
esti^hsh  iqf^ita  in  tlie  diff'erent 
porta  and  places  of  fliar  depart- 
raehts,  where  nteetaty  (dull  re- 
qinro.  Thaseagentsmay  be  chosen 
■mol^the  merchiDtB,  either  na- 
tional or  forngn,  and  tumished 
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A  few  wordi  oii]y  bsve  been 
thzred,  and  4ie  onler  of  Bome 
pbttaea  b«en  chinged,  to  eipbun 
thkutiele,  and  ronove  Mr.  Jet* 


I  j&om  one  of 
the  Mid  ConsuU.  They  ahall 
confine  diemselTeB  respectiTely, 
to  the  sending  to  their  respective 
merchuits,  nav^tora  and  vesBell, 
all  possible  semce,  sjid  to  inform 
the  nearest  Consul  of  the  want  of 
the  said  merchants,  naTigaton 
and  vesBcIa,  without  the  said 
agents  otherwise  participating  in 
the  immunities,  rights  and  priri- 
leges,  attributed  to  Consula  and. 
Vice  Conaula,  and  without  power 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  to 
exact  fromthe  said  merchants  any 
duty  or  emolument  whatsoever. 

AiTici.E  IT.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  respectively,  may 
estabSah  a  chancery,  where  ahall 
be  d«iosited  the  consular  dcter- 
nunations,  acts  and  proceedings, 
as  also  testaments,  obligations, 
contracts,  and  other  acts  done  by 
or  between  persons  of  their  na- 
tion, and  effects  lefl  by  death  or 
saved  from  shipwreck. 


It  is  pcopeaed  to  auppresa  the 
additionof  the  woFd%  inmlieata 
lekieh  oidv  amctm  pertom  of  the 
tame  nattat.  This  being  advan- 
tageous alUEe  to  boUi  parties.  An 
act  dme  in  the  consulate  may  abo 
sMwer  the  pujpose  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  country  to  validate 
a  &ct,  and  aerre  aa  a  proof,  if 
not  obbgatory. 


chancery,  capable  persons,  re- 
ceive them,  administer  an  oath  to 
lliem,  give  to  them  the  keeping 
of  the  seal,  and  the  rights  of  seat 
mg  commisaons,  jud^ents,  and 
other  acts  of  die  consulate,  as 
well  as  there  to  discharge  the 
functions  of  notaries  and  registers 
of  the  consulate. 

Abticli  t.    The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  respecliveiy,  shaU 


board  the  vessels,  the  declara- 
tions and  all  the  other  acts  which 
the  captains,  masters,  crews,  pas- 
seogers  and  merchants,  of  their 
nation,  may  choose  to  mike  there, 
even  thdr  testaments  and  other 
disposals  by  last  will.  And  the 
copies  of  the  said  acts,  duly 
authenticated  by  the  said  Conauis 
or  Vice  Consuls  under  the  seal  of 
thdr  consulate,  shall  receive  6uth 
in  law,  equally  as  their  ori^nsls 
would,  in  all  the  tiibunals  of  the 
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donui^ns  of  the  most  Chrirtian 
King  »nd  ttie  Unhed  State*. 
In  c«K  of  the  >i)Knc«  of  the 


or  lawful  representBtiTe,  thejr 
■haUilso  have,  ezeluKvdy,  tlw 
light  to  inventoTy,  liquidate,  and 
proceed  to  the  sale  of  the  person- 
al eitate  left  bv  Bubjectt  who 
shall  die  within  the  extent  of  their 
coniulate;  they  shall  proceed 
therem  with  the  aamstance  of  two 
merchants  of  their  said  nation,  or 
for  want  of  them,  of  any  other  at 
their  chcnce,  and  shall  cause  to 
be  depoffited  in  their  chancery  ,the 
effect  and  papers  of  the  laid 
estates,  and  no  officer,  nulitaryi 
judidaiy,  of  of  the  police  i^  the 
conntiy,  shall  disturb  them,  or 
interfere  therein  in  tny  manner 
wtiataoeTeTj  but  the  said  Consuls 
and  Vke  Consuls  sh^notdeKver 
up  the  said  effects,  nor  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  to  the  lawfiil  r^ire- 
sentatiTea,  nor  to  their  order,  tSI 
thej  shall  havecBUsedto  be  paid, 
aU  debts  which  the  deceased  (ball 
have  contracted  in  the  country; 
for  which  purpose,  the  creditor 
■lull  have  a  right  to  attach  the 
said  etTeds  in  their  hands,  as  tlk» 
might  in  those  of  any  other  iotU- 
vidual  whatever,  and  proceed  to 
obtun  sale  of  them,  tul  payment 
of  what  shall  be  lawful^  due  to 
themi  when  the  debts  tAatI  not 
Max  ban  contrftcted  by  judg- 
ment, deed,  OT  note,  me  tagBMr 
ture  whereof  sliaU  be  knowI^ 
payment  shail  not  be  ordered  bat 
on  the  creditors  giving  sufficient 
surety  rendent  in  the  coontry,  to 
refiuid  the  sums  he  shall  here  un- 
duly received,  piindpal,  interest 
and  cost)  which  sure^,  never- 
theless, shall  stand  duly  discharg- 
ed after  a  year,  in  time  of  pesce, 
*nd  two  yean,  in  time  of  war,  if 
^be  demand  in  dischaif^e  cannot 
be  formed  before  thoe  delays 
agwiut  the  heirs,  which  shall  pie- 
sent  therosdves. .  And  in  order 
that  the  representative  may  not 
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unjustly  be  kept  out  of  the  efiects 
of  the  deceased,  the  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  shill  notify  his  death 

in  some  one  of  the  gazett^  pub- 
lished witluD  their  consulate,  and 
tliat  they  ahall  reUua  the  sud  ef- 
fects, in  theix  hands,  four  months, 
T  all  just  deiniuids  which 
aresentedj  and  they  ""  " 
1,  after  this  delay,  t 
liver  to  the  persons  succeeding 
thereto,  what  shsll  be  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  demands  which 
shall  have  been  formed. 

Abticlb  VI.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  respectively,  sludl 
receive  the  declsrattons,  protests 
and  reports,  of  all  captains  and 
masters  of  their  respective  nti- 
tiona,  on  account  of  average 
losses  sustuned  at  sea;  and  these 
captains  and  masters  shall  lodge 
in  the  chancery  of  the  said  Con- 
suls and  Vice  Consuls,  the  acts 
which  they  may  have  made  in 
other  porta  on  account  of  the  ac- 
cident which  may  have  huppeo- 
ed  to  them  on  thdr  Toyage.  If 
a  subject  of  the  most  Christian 
Kii^,  and  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  a  foreigner,  are  btet^ 
ested  in  the  said  cargo,  the  aver- 
age shall  be  settled  by  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  and  not  by 
the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  bat 
when  only  the  subject  or  citiiens 
of  their  own  nation  shall  he  mter- 
ested,  the  respective  Consuls  or 
Vice  Consuls  shall  apprant  sUIfiJ 
persons  to  regulate  the  damages 
and  averages. 

AaiicLB  Tii.  In  cases  irttere 
by  tempests  or  other  acddenta, 
French  ships  or  vessels  shall  be 
stranded  on  the  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  and  ^ps  or  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  shaU  be 
stranded  on  tlie  coasts  of  thedo- 
nnmons  of  the  most  Christian 
King,  the  Consul  or  Vice  Crmsul 
nearest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck 
sball  do  whatever  he  may  judge 
proper,  ss  well  for  the  purpose 
of  savingthe  sud  ship  or  vesMl, 
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il>  car^  and  appurtenance^  *> 
for  the  Btoring  tim  the  security 
of  the  efTecta   and  merchandize 

saved.  He  na.}r  take  an  iuTenlo- 
ry  of  them,  without  the  inter- 
meddling' of  any  ofiicen  of  the 
militarj',  of  the  ciutomii  of  just- 
ice, of  Qiep(4ice  of  the  country, 
otherwise  than  to  ^ve  to  the 
Consuls,  Vice  Consuli^  Ct^taitif 
and  crew  of  the  venels  dup- 
wrecked  or  stranded,  all  the  suc- 
cor and  favor  which  they  shall 
ask  of  them,  either  for  thee^ie- 
dition  and  security  of  the  saving 
and  of  the  efiects  saved,  as  to 
prevent  all  disturbance. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any 
kind  of  dispute  and  discusmon  in 
the  said  cases  of  shipwreck,  it 
has  been  a^^eed  that  where  no 
Consul  or  Tice  Consul  shall  be 
found  to  attend  [to  the  salva)^ 
or  that  the  residence  of  the  uid 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  not 
bein^  at  the  place  of  shipwreck) 
shall  be  fiirther  distant  from  the 
said  place  than  that  of  the  com- 
petentterritorisl judge,  the  lat- 
ter shall  immediately  then  pro- 
ceed therein  with  all  the  celen^, 
safety,  and  precaution,  prescnh- 
ed  by  the  respective  laws;  but 
the  said  tenitorul  judge  shall  re- 
lire  on  the  arrival  of  the  Consul 
CH'  Vice  Consul,  and  shall  deliver 
over  to  him  the  report  of  his  pro- 
ceeding, the  expenses  of  which 
the  Consul  or  Tice  Consul  ahall 
cause  to  be  rdmbursed  to  him  as 
wen  as  those  of  salvage. 
I^The  merchandize  uid  eSlMt* 
saved  shall  be  depouted  in  the 
custom  house  or  other  nearett 
place  of  safc^,  with  the  invento- 
ry of  them  which  shall  have  been 
made  by  the  Consul  or  Vice  Con- 
sul, or  by  the  j  udge  who  shall 
have  proceeded  in  tLeir  absence, 
fiiat  the  said  eSecta  tuidmerchan- 
^e  m^  be  afterwards  delivered 
sAer  le^Tingdiere  fbomtiie  costt^ 
and  without  form  of  proceaa  to 
the  owners,  who  bting  tunidiei 
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It  a  proposed  to  reslow  this 
article,  which  is  nearly  reduced 
uitwaBuitiie  first  project.  It 
u  obBOlutely  imporable  to  reiliK 
Ibe  Coiuul  civil  juriadiclion  &- 
boud  the  veueU  bel(mg;ing^  to  his 


r  tlie  ■> 


This  would  be  the 
lonable,  as  by  the  following  «rti- 
clu  this  tame  ciril  jutisdiddon  ii 
granted  to  him  over  rtsidents 
s^ore  belotigin^  to  hii  utioii, 
and  it  id  much  more  rcBionable 
tbftt  he  oug^t  to  preserve  it  over 
aich  as  renutin  under  the  national 
&ag.  The  exerdse  <)f  maritimB 
pMioe  ovei  natiooal  veMcli  is  tfas 
principal  functioD  of  Consuls. 


TMs  article,  relating'  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  milon,  deserters, 
apt>e*TS  as  thourh  it  ought  to  be 
detailhed  from  the  preceding  one  i 
it  has  been  endeavored  to  reduce 
it  to  k  aitaple  form,  and  to  pre- 
vent all  difficulty  by  regulatiii^ 
the  recoune  of  the  Consula  to  the 
temtorial  roagntntca.  No  men- 
tion has  been  made  of  the  pas- 
aengerB,  as  it  appeared  not  pro- 
per U)  innat  on  this  matter.  The 
deserieta  fi'ooi  the  King's  ^pi 
an  not  distinguished  &wn  those 
belonging  '  '     ' 


iriih  a  Keplety  ftwn  the  neUert 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  re- 
claim them  by  Uiemseh-es,  or  by 

thrar  attorneys,  rather  fbr  the 
purpose  of  re-eiporting  the  mer- 
chandize, and  in  that  case  th^ 
shall  pay  no  duties  of  eiportft- 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
them  in  the  country  if  they  are 
not  prohibited,  and  m  this  latter 
case,  the  sud  merchandize  baaz 
averaged,  there  shall  be  etanted 
them  an  abatement  of  the  en- 
trance duties  proporlioned  to  the 
damage  sustainei^  which  shall  be 
ascertained  by  the  verbal  process 
formed  at  the  time  of  the  ship- 
wreck, or  of  the  vessels  running 
ashore. 

Abticli  VIII.  The  Consuls 
and  Tice  Consuls  shall  eierdse 
the  police  over  all  the  vessels  of 
their  respective  nations  and  shatt 
have  on  board  the  said  vessel  all 
power  and  jurisdiction  in  ravil 
matters  in  all  the  disputes  which 
may  there  arise.  They  shall 
have  an  entire  inspection  over  the 
said  venels,  their  crews,  and  the 
changes  and  subslitutions  there 
to  be  made,  and  there  shall 
cause  to  ba  executed  the  respec- 
tive laws^  ordinances,  and  rules 
concermi^  navigation  I  tor  which 
porpoae  they  shall  go  on  bocid  the 
Slid  vessels  whenever  they  may 
judge  it  neeemary,  without  into 
niption  from  any  officer  or  other 
person  wbatsoevW'. 

AmTiou  II.  The  Consuls  and 
Viae  Consuls  may  cause  to  be  ar- 
rMed,  the  captains,  officer^  mari- 
ners, sailori,  and  all  other  per- 
sons, brang  part  of  the  crews  of 
the  vessds  of  their  respective 
nation,  who  shall  liave  deserted 
from  die  said  vessels,  in  order  to 
send  them  back  and  transport 
Aeta  out  of  the  country;  fbr 
which  purpose,  the  said  Consuls 
and  Vice  Coansula  riialt  address 
thenwelves  to  the  court*,  Juite^s 
and  officers  conq>etent,  and  shall 
demwid  the  Mdd  OeMitet*  in  writ- 
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The  Cnwuli  oa  cbim  both  in 
the  Muae  manner.  The  part 
ndiich  concerned  •endinB;'  back 
the  TeMcla  hu  been  lotftUy  omit- 


Tluieiphuwtion  of  Mr.  JefTer- 
■on  nmy  be  left.  The  expreraon 
breach  of  the  peace  b^n^  the  li- 
tend  tram -     .-  . 

It  ia  proposed  to  add  tliu  «rli- 
de  JA  order  to  prevent  the  incon- 
Temencea  that  nu^ht  result  &oin 
tt>e  liberty  which  the  territorial 
magistrsteB  a^t  have  to  arrest 
the  crewB  of  merchant  vessels, 
and  then  arbitraiily  detain  the 
veuels  in  the  por^  and  by  that 
spend  all  activity  in  eom- 
1  narigation.  The  ad- 
vice given  to  the  Coniula  or  Vice 
Consuls  that  all  these  acta  of  au- 
thori^  be  done  oidy  in  their  pre- 
sence, by  no  means  nispends  the 
course  of  justice,  se^nr  he  can- 
not oppose  it,  but  he  will  be  in  a 
fituatuHi  to  mate  claims  whidi 
will  prevent  the  effect  of  aur- 
prizH  which  might  be  attempted 
on  the  local  maeististes,  by  de- 
manding from  l£em  decrees  or 
wamuits,  the  &tal  consequences 
of  which  they  might  be  left  in 
i^orance  of.  The  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls  duly  notified  mi^t 
legally  proceed  according  to  ar- 
cuDwtanees  for  the  genwal  inte- 


ing,  proring  by  an  eiUUtion  o 
the  registeta  of  the  vesteb  o 
ship's  roll,  that  those  men  wen- 
part  of  the  said  crewa,  ai^i 
on  tlus  demand,  thus  proved,  the 
delivery  ehejl  not  be  refused,  and 
there  shall  be  given  all  aid  and  as- 
sstance  to  the  said  Consuls  and 
Vice  Consuls,  for  the  search, 
•eizure  and  arrest  of  the  said  de- 
serters, who  shall  even  be  detain- 
ed and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the 
country,  at  their  request  and  ex- 
pense, until  they  shall  have  fbund 
an  opportumtv  of  sending  them 
back.  But  if  they  be  not  seat 
back  within  tliree  months,  to  be 
counted  fipom  the  day  of  arrest, 
they  shall  be  set  at  hberty,  and 
di^  no  more  be  arrested  ibr  the 


shall  hare  c 

or  breach  of  the  peace,  they  dull 

be  amenable  to'thejudges  of  the 

country. 

Abtiub  xt.  When  die  Mid 
offenders  shaU  be  a  put  of  the 
crew  of  a  vessel  of  their  nation, 
and  shall  have  withdrawn  th«n- 
selvea  on  board  thdr  said  vessels 
they  may  be  there  seized  and  ar- 
rested, but  the  delivery  shall  be 
first  demanded  by  the  territorisl 
masistrates  fi^nn  the  Craisuls  of 
their  nation,  who  sIulII  not  refuse 
il,  and  whenever  it  aball  be  judg- 
ed necessary  to  make  inquity  and 
search  on  board  the  said  mer- 
chaot  vessels,  such  cannot  be 
made  butin  the  presence  of  the 
said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  or 
until  after  the]'  shall  have  been 
informed  and  mvited  to  repiur  on 
board.  But  at  any  rate  no  person 
can  be  seized  or  arrested  other 
on  account  of  crimes,  debts,  w 
for  any  other  causes  whatsoever, 
on  board  the  said  vessels,  but  in 
presence  of  the  aud  Consuls  or 
Vice  Consuls,  or  until  after  di^ 
shall   have   been  thily  tiotifled. 
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-  The  Ustpirt  of  fl^  article  1» 
ItnplMlLnt;  itdoci-notapparthlt 
Acre  am  be  >ny  ^fllculty  in  da- 
UrNhiK  to  the  CoiwA  or  Tko  ' 
ConpJ£,  4e  persons  arrested  un- 
der the  ftig  rf  their  n»t!cm,  when 
fliere  slull  be  no  lon^  any  occa- 
(Bon  to  detain  them  in  the  terri- 
torial prisons,  and  eonseqnentiy 
the  justice  of  the  coontty  shall 
have  no  further  ri^  over  them. 
TTie  pifecaution  t^en  m  this  arti- 
cle is  necessary  to  prevent  deser- 
tion; iriiont  which,  a  sailor  who 
wished  to  desert^  might  cnnoert 
measures  with  a  pw«>n  of   the 


aiMsted  Aim  Hot  aftnwifdk  be 
set  at  liberty  until  titeCcuuloF 
Vice  Consul  shall  have  been  f)»> 
Med  thereof,  and  they  shall  be 
delivered  to  him,  if  he  reqiurei 
it,  to  be  put  ag»in  on  board  th« 
raaaels  in  wiiich  they  were  ar- 
rested, or  others  of  their  nation, 
tobesentoot  of  the  country. 


country  to  be  •rrested  fb 
posed  debii  remain  in  prison  until 
-the  sailing  of  flie  ve»el,  and  a^ 
terwards  Bet  at  Bberty.  Tliisre- 
^■Aeiufitle  TQUKmrre  hat  been 
|>rBctiBed  already. 

It  b  contrsry  to  all  die  princi- 
plesoffiierii^  of  nations,  tiiat 
fte  civil  and  nuHtaty  magislntes 
«xn«isc  siiy  authority  whatever 
on  board  me  vesBels  of  war  be- 
longine^  to  a  friendly  nation,  and 
ttu*  article  iaconfbrmabltf  tOTCgu- 
ladons  ^rith  other '  nations,  part^ 
ndaiiy  wiA  what  haa  been  agreed 
to  In  me  prqeot  of  a  Convention 
with  fte  TcpobUo  of  Denea. 


AaTtcLi  XII.  No  search  dull 
in  anywise  be  made  on  board  of 
the  respective  ships  of  war.  But 
if  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that 
offenders  have  taken  refiig^e  on 
board  them,  the  deHvery  shall  be 
demanded  ^  the  magisQates  or 
territorial  officers,  from  the  Con- 
sul or  Vice  Consul  of  the  nation, 
or  from  the  commanders  of  the 
said  vessels.  Xa  the  porta  where 
there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul,  the  said  commanders  shall 
not  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  of- 
fenders, and  send  them  ashore  to 
be  put  irtto  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
g^rtrates  or  officers.  In  case  the 
commanders  of  the  aforesaid  ves- 
sels of  war  diould  declare  that 
the  offenders  are  not  on  board 
their  vessels,  they  shall  be  be- 
lieved on  their  word^  without 
any  ftirther  March  bunj;  made. 
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n&artieb  b  the  9tk  of  lir.  ABimiaaniv  AU  difftMaaw 
Jd&noti'i  project.  Bomevarda  and  niiti  between  tbcnilgcottaf 
bsTe  oid^  been  added  to  deft^mta  the  most  Chriatun  King^  in  the 
in  (.more  particakr  nwnmr;  the  United  States,  or  between  the 
wSunhttveea Oic  crewvof  Te»-  citizeiuof the Oiuted States witli- 
MlibeleDguig'toate  ■menitia*  in  the  domiiuoiii  of  the  moat 
wtuchupeTtHlnainaapedid  man-  Christian  Kii^,  and  particularlf 
ner  to  me  conauloF  jundictiMi,  all  diaputea  rdativc  to  the  waM 
It  is  pcopoacd  to  retrench  the  and  toms  of  etiffagemeut  cf  tiie 
words:  ■/  one  of  Ike  partitt  de-  crews  of  the  respectiTe  vevel^ 
mand  it,  because  the  recourse  to  aitd  sU  differeiw^ea  of  whatever 
fbre^n  tribunals  in  such  cases,  nature  they  be,  which  nuLv  ariaa 
ia  ahaohitely  illegal  for  French-  between  the  privates  of  the  said 
men.  creiTs,  at  between  any  of  theni 

Mid  their  oaplaini,  or  between  the 
captains,  of  different  tcskIs  of 
their  nation,  shall  be  detemined 
by  the  remective  C<»uula  and 
Vice  CoBAUS,  (Other  byftiefer- 
eoce  to  arbibKtiH^  or  by  a  sum- 
maty  judgment  and  withoMt 
ooata.  No  ofCcar  of  the  country, 
civil  at  nulitarj,  shall  inteHer* 
tberein,  or  tahe  any  part  wbat^ 
ever  in  the  matteri  and  the  atf 
peaU  &«■  the  H«i  ceMular  seo' 
tenoes  dull  be  carried  before  the 
(ribmuila  of  France  or  sf  tba 
United  State*^  to  whom  it  vmj 
»pertaio    to    take    oogniTwma 


wpertaio 
thereof. 


A»Ti«ia  xiT.  The  ^ei«(  u- 
tilily  of  eoaaneree  havuigcaaacd 
to  be  esUhlidted  witiun  the  ^ 
mininis  of  the  ntoet  ChriatiaB 
King  purtieulac  trAuiiab  and 
fonna  £ioc^>editiDff  the  deoHiM 
of  consuMowI  afiava,  the  >m» 
chants  of  the  Umled  Sttfes  aball 
«u(v  th«  beoafit  oC  tbMe  eMJh, 
haluDentai  md.  tbe  Cetwreia  of 
the  United  Btaies^wiUproride  !• 
the  manfier  the  moat  confiamahle 


Abticlc  ir.  The  sutgecU  of 
dte  moat  Chrialian  King  and  dti- 
lenaof  the  Umted  State*,  wiio 
dull  prove  by  legal  evidence  that 
dk^are  of  flie  said  nationa  re- 
ipeetivety,  dull  in  consequence 
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n  tte  place  of  Bieir 

ABTiati  zvi.  If  any  other  n»-. 
tion  require  by  virtue  of  U17  con- 
Tenti(»i  whatever,  a  treatmeut 
more  favorable  with  respect  to 
the  Conralar  pre-emiaeDCes,  pov- 


Coniuls  and  Vice  Coiuola  of  the 
Hint  Chijstifai  Kin^t  ^  of  the 
United  Stilei  reciprocally,  shall 
pMtidpate  tberdn,  agreeable  to 
the  terms  atipukted  by  the  Snd, 
3rd  and  4th  arliclea  of  the  treaty 
erf*  amity  and  commerce  conclud- 
ed between  the  most  Christian 
King  and  the  United  Statai. 

Abttcli  ivii.  The  preaent 
convention  shall  be  in  Aiu  fbrce 
during  the  term  of  twelve  yeana 
to  be  counted  from  tlie  day  01 
the  exdianre  of  the  ratifiottiOM, 
wluch  sballoe  in  proper  form  and 
enihanged  on  both  ndes  within 
die  space  of  one  year,  or  aooner 
if  possible. 

In  fijth  idwreof,  &0. 


AsncLi  I.  A^ed. 
.  Article  11.  The  wovis  "  jamront  retptetivemtnt  de 
Fim/iamitt  penoneUe,  aaaf  Us  caa  de  crimes  «u  de  del- 
ta" are  omitted,  two  descriptions  or  persons  are  well 
known  to  tbe  laws  of  both  countries.  1st.  Those  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  3nd.  Iliose  ail^ect 
only  to  the  laws  of  nations.  Tbe  obHgatioas  and  tbe 
piivilegesiof  eachoftbese  are  so  well  settled,  that  few 
or  no  disputes  can  arise  about  them.  But  a  middle 
character  between  the  two  would  be  new  and  uukaotm, 
and  wraild  introduce  endless  queitions  and  diaooaiicRis. 
If  it  be  thought  that  the  w<»dB  "  lauf  la  com  da  eritnei 
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(m-de  de^a,  leplace  tbem  freely  under  the  law  of  the 
laod,  then  the  whole  passage  is  useless.  If  the  excep- 
tion be  as  broad  as  the  rule,  both  may  be  omitted.  But 
in  truth,  the  exception  as  to  "  ciimeB  and  debts"  would 
Doi  replace  them  fully  under  the  laws  of  the  land  ;  for 
1.  They  would  not  be  obliged  to  give  testiraraiy  in  a 
court  of  justice,  a.  They  are  cases  of  trespass,  of  trust, 
aod  of  special  contract,  not  included  in  a  strict  and  legal 
acceptatjoa  of  lie  terms  "  crimes  and  debts,"  and  in 
which,  therefore,  they  would  be  exempted  from  the  jus- 
tice of  the  «Hiatry. 

.  It  IS  proposed,  also,  to  omit  the  words  "  toutei  let 
penonnea  atlaehiea  aux  fonctioiu  cotuulaires,"  to  prevent 
the  abuses  which  would  inevitably  arise  from  an  exten- 
sion of  the  consular  iuunuaities  to  an  indefinite  number 
of  persons.  The  subordinate  characters  really  attached 
to  the.  Ooobulste,  will  be  completely  protected  against 
avocation  from  their  duties,  or  molestation  in  the  exercise 
of  them  by  the  fifteenth  article,  "exempting  them  from 
all  personal  serncee,"  which  is  all  that  can  he  desired,  if 
they  he  Iweigners,  and  which  ought  not 'to  be  desued,  if 
they  be  ottivss.-  For  no  native  should  have  it  in  his 
power  to  withdraw  himself  from  an  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  ibis  country,  while  be  remtuns  in  it. 

ARTKKt'  m. '  Agreed^  i 

.  AttTicLX  IV.  Agreed. 

Abticlbvj  Agreed,  only  re-establishui'g  the  words 
"cofflmc  le  fenam^'  instead,  of'  "'et  auront  la  mima 

'  Abtici.1  n.  Agreed. 
■  Abtiolv  VII.  Agreed. 
AxTi^Bviii,  This  snicle- proposes  to  give  to  Con- 
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sul?, .  Isl,  cinl  juristfictioB  or  board  their  vessek.  ^i, 
a  power  to  execute  the  ordinaaees  relative  to  naTi^ation. 
3rd,  a  right  to  go  od  board  for  these  purposes  at  all 
times,  nidiont  hindrance,  the  first  and  third  of  thess'ad- 
tnit  of  no  difficulty ;  but  the  seotmd  could  not  b£  agreed 
Ic,  because  it  establishes  a  whole  code  at  otioe,  the  cim- 
tents  of  which  are  unknown  to  the  party  within  whose 
territory  it  is  to  be  executed.  When  each  concedes  to 
the  other  a  cini  juiisdictioa  within  its  own  penis,  it  knows 
the  extent  <^  its  concession ;  bat  when  it  peimits  the 
enforcement  of  all  the  navigation  laws  of  the  other,  in 
a  lump,  it  does  not  know  what  it  concedes.  Tbey  may 
include  a  criminal  jurisdiction,  they  may  be  contrary  to 
bills  of  rights ;  or,  if  not  so  at  present,  they  may  he 
heceafier.  It  is  surely  prudent  and  honOTable  for  us 
to. stipulate  to  each  other  only  what  we  know  we  can 
execute.  But  we  do  not  know  we  can  execute,  if  we 
do  not  know  what  we  stipulate. 

Article  ix.  A^eed,  with  two  alterations.  1st.  Omitr 
ting  the  words  "  et  autrea  pertonnes,"  because  the  others 
"copiVotnM,  oficUri,  marmien  et  matehu,"  are  supposed 
to  comprehend  the  whole  crew.  If  (hey  do  not,  it  mil 
be  better  to  add  other  specifications,  rather  than  words 
to  indefinite  as"  aufret^r*9nne«."  9nd.  Omitting  "par 
VexkabitUMdetregiatrea  du  hAtiment  oUrbUd^e^pt^e." 
I  suppose  that  the  legal  coustrucuon  of  these  words 
tnust  be  weaker  under  the  laws  of  France  than  of  the 
United  States ;  otherwise  they  .  would  not  be  pn^wsed> 
Tbeir  aSect  in  the  United  States  would  he  to  make  the 
idnp's  ToU  so  conclusive  that  no  contrar/  evidence  Oould 
be  opposed  to  it.  A  master  of  a  ship,  for  iitstancflr'  in- 
sertutg  m  bis  roll  iJn  name  of  a  citisen  of  the  United 
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StKtsa,  wbo  had  never  seen  bis  ship,  that  ahiKen  must  \m 
deHrered  to  bim,  if  these  words  were  to  remnn.  It  w 
Dot  probable,  indeed,  that  tbe  master  of  a  shqi  would  be 
■0  indiscreet,  but,  neither  ia  it  proper  to  rest  persoatj 
libenj  on  the  discretion  of  a  m&ster  of  a  ship.  With* 
out  these  words,  tbe  clause  will  etand  "  en  Jtut^ant  qtu 
tet  h«imne»  faitaient  partie  det  tuadiU  eguipaga"  loM 
claim  may  then  be  supported  and  contested,  as  all  other 
daiou  may  be,  by  every  species  of  legal  evidence.  He 
will  Btaod  on  tbe  same  footing  with  native  officers  i»* 
claiming  their  deserted  sailors. 
Abticle  X.  Agreed. 

A11TIC1.E  XI.  This  article  proposes,  ist.  That  tbera 
dial)  be  no  arrest  for  crimes  or  debts,  but  ia  presence  of 
the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul.  Snd.  That  no  ship  shall  be 
Beatcbed  but  in  his  presence.  Tboio  piopodtions  are 
new.  Tins  principle  on  which  we  have  prooeedad 
hitherto,  has  been  that,  in  oil  cases,  where  tbe  natioa,  ot 
any  raenber  of  it,  is  conceuied,  the  aationd  jurisdkstioo 
litaH  have  fiee  and  unrestrained  coniae.  But  this  ar^le 
proposes  to  clog  it,  mth  applications  to  tbe  fore^  Con* 
tul,  and  that  it  shall  await  bis  MteDdance,  if  he  chooses 
to  attend.  How  quickly  be  may  attend,  will  depend 
on  Ms  beiog  readily  fbond,  oa  his  being  disengaged, 
Oii  Im  distance  from  the  ship,  on  his  penenal  activity 
and  good  Gutb.  Schdb,  oc  aU  of  these  ciDcunutanoes, 
will  gentmlly  give  fiill  timo  for  the  crimtntl  or  debtor  to 
eBoape,  w  for  ibe  contctband  goods  to  be  withdrawn. 

That  part  of  this  article  whick  is  intended  to  prevent 
ae^hisiTe  dcaertkm- of  sa^ois,  not  being  liable,  uitba 
snne  dijections,  »  agreed  to,  as  ftiUows:  "Longwba 
UttwapMajtrmtpartit,  dt  tifmpagt.de tvn  d—h^h 
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timiitt  dt  Uw  tnUion,  iU  nt  p^urroia  itwa  entmtc  mi$ 
•n  MiertS  gu'  oprto  que  h  Contul  ou  Vice  Cotutd,  ett 
Mint  its  frivenu  et  ils  hU  terent  remit,  m'H  le  requiert, 
ptmr  Stra  recondmti  tur  le»  bttimtmtt  ou  ih  auraient 
in  arrettia  ou  autret  de  Z«r  nation,  et  itre  remioyii 

AmTioEs  xu.  Tbis  article  is  new,  also ;  and  liable  to 
Ibe  same  objeetions  mth  tbe  precei^g,  aad  in  a  h^her 
d«gre«,  as  readeiiag  the  pints  of  tbe  tvo  nations  stiQ 
more  completely  gxtra-teni tonal.  The  ehuse  wbicb 
Ttauld  make  the  captain's  word  coDchlsiTe  evidence  that 
the  crimind  who  is  seen  standing  on  his  deck,  is  not 
there,  comes  nader  all  the  objections  which  were  made 
in  a  former  paper,  to  whatever  should  control  a  Air  and 
foil  investigation  of  a  &ct.  Our  taws  pertaiit  every 
species  of  proof,  to  be  opposed  by  counter  proof.  The 
CoQvebtioR  of  the  ne«^>  powers  in  the  hite  war,  made 
the  captain's  word  conclusive  evidence,  that  no  contra- 
band goods  were  on  board  the  vessels  under  his  coavoy; 
but  this  incases  arising  on  die  high  seas.  The  sea  belongs 
to  no  nation.  No  nation,  therefore,  has  a  natural  right 
to  search  the  iAiips  of  mother'  on  the  high  seas.  Tlie 
contrary  practice  has  been  an  abuse,  and  the  abandon- 
ment of  it  is  arefimnatioa  of  that  abuse,  a  re-establish- 
ment  of  natural  Bght  But  the  ports  of  a  nation  are  a 
part  of  its  territory.  They  ere  often  within  the  body  of 
a  town,  and  an  immunity  from  the  restnont  of  law  grant- 
ed to  strangers  within  the  port,  would  be  as  productive 
of  disorder,  as  if  granted  to  those  in  the  town,  or  in  the- 
eountry.  All  jtM^es,  civil  and  eriioinel,  derive  their  au- 
thority from  the  Sovereign  of  the  country  i^srein  they 
aet.     For  the  enooungement  of  coounerQe,  it  Is  become 
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usual  to  permit,  by  Coaven^nStforei^nwrchuitS'Df  die 
nme  country  to  refer  their  dispotes  to  a  judge  of  tbeu 
owD.  But  in  cnminal  cases,  in  cases  which  intereM 
Dumbeis  of  tfaeir  owd,  or  any  other  Stafe,  or  the  St^e 
itself,  it  is  appreheaded  not  to  be  the  practice  for  tb* 
nation  to  part  with  its  authority,  and  that  neither  order 
nor  ju^ice  would  be  promoted  by  iu  Particularly  to 
leave  to  the  discretion  of  a  captain,  wttether  lus  ship 
shall  be  an  asylum  for  fugitive  debtors,  whether  the  dis- 
orders or  crimes  committed  by  hb  sailors,  or  by  othen, 
taking  refuge  in  his  ship,  should  be  punished,  or  not, 
caDDOt  be  a  means  of  eocouraging  the  oommecce  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  nor  promote  tbeisterest  w  booior 
of  either.  Nor  has  tbe  impunity  any  relation  to  the 
functions  of  a  Consul,  which  are  the  sde  object  oi  the 
present  Convention. 
Akticli  xiu.  XIV.  X7.  XVI.  aad  xvn.  Agrsed. 


No.  4. 

BXCOND    TOBM   FBOFOSBD    OR  THE   PABT  OF   TBK 

CNiTZD   STATES. 

Convention  between  his  Moat  Christian  Migtati/  and  the 

United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  dofior- 

ing  and  estabiMhing  the  fvnciiont  and  privilegt*  of 

their  retpectiee  Consult  an4  Vice  OmuUs. 

His  M^sty,  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  the  United, 

States  of  America,  having,  by  tb9  twenty-ninth  article 

of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commwce,  concluded  b«tw«en 

them,  mutually  granted  the  liberty  of  havii^,  in  thwc 

respective    States  and  puts,    Consuls, '  Vice  Consuls^ 
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Agents  and  Ccnnmissaries,  and  being  williag,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  to  define  and  establish  in  a  reciprocal 
and  permanent  manner,  the  functions  ^nd  prerogatives  of 
CcHisuls  and  Vice  Consulsj  which  they  have  judged  it 
convenient  to  establish  of  preference,  hia  Most  Christian 

Majesty  has  nominated  the  Sieur ,  and  the  United 

Slates  have  nommated ,  who,  after  having  com- 
municated to  each  other  their  respective  full  powers, 
have  ^;reed  on  what  follows : 

Article  i.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  named  by 
the  Most  Christian  King  and  the  United  States,  shall 
be  hound  to  present  their  commissions,  according  to  the 
forms  which  shall  be  established  respectively  by  the 
Most  Cbiisdan  King,  within  hia  dominions,  and  by  the 
Congress,  within  the  United  States.  There  shall  be 
deUvered  to  them,  without  any  charges,  the  exequatur 
necessary  for  the  exercise  of  their  functions ;  and,  on 
exhihitii^  the  said  exequatur,  the  governors,  command- 
ers, heads  of  justice,  bodies  corporate,  uibunals  or  other 
officers,  having  authority  in  the  ports  and  places  of  their 
Consulates,  shall  cause  them  to  enjoy,  immedicitely,  and 
without  difficulty,  the  pre-eminences,  authority  and  pri- 
^eges,  reciprocally  granted,  without  exac^ng  from  the 
said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  any  fee,  under  any  pre- 
text whatever. 

Article  ii.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall 
enjoy  a  iiill  and  entire  immunity  for  their  chancery,  am) 
the  papers  therein  ccmtEuned,  they  shall  be  exempt  from 
all  personal  service,  from  soldiers  billets,  militia,  watch, 
guard,  guardianship,  trusteeship,  as  well  as  from  all  du- 
U3S,  taxes,  impostions  and  charges,  whatsoever,  except 
on  the  estate  real  and  personal  of  which  they  may  b« 
Vol.  III.— 68 
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tbe  proprietors  or  possessors,  which  shall  be  subject  to 
Uie  taxes  imposed  on  tbe  estates  of  all  other  indiridaab ; 
and  in  h)I  other  mstances  thejr  shall  he  subject  to  tbe 
laws  of  the  laod  as  the  natives  are. 

Those  of  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  who 
shall  exercise  commerce,  shall  be  respectively  subject  \o 
all  taxes,  charges  and  impositions,  established  on  othdr 
merchants. 

They  shall  place  over  the  outward  door  of  their 
houses,  the  arms  of  their  Sovereign,  without  that,  tlus 
matt  of  distinction  shall  give  to  the  said 'houses  die  rigfat 
of  asylum,  for  any  person  or  property  whatsoever. 

Abticle  III.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls may  establish  agents  in  the  difierefit  ports  and  places 
of  their  departments,  when  necesnty  shall  require. 
These  agents  may  be  chosen  among  the  merchantSi 
either  national  or  foreign,  and  furnished  with  a  commis- 
sion from  one  of  the  said  Consuls,  they  shall  Confine 
themselves  respectivfely  to  the  rendering  t6  ffieir  respec- 
tive merchants,  navigators  and  vessels,  all  possible  ser^ 
-rice,  and  to  inform  the  nearest  Consul  of  the  wants  df 
^e  said  merchants,  navigators  and  vesselsj  without  the 
'said  agents  otherwise  participa&ig  in  the  iramuntdes  at- 
irilHited  to  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  and  witTiout  pow- 
er, under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  exact  from  the  said 
rrterchants  any  duty  ot  emolument  whatever. 

ABTicti  iv.  The  respective  Consiils  and  Vice  Con- 
iiuls  may  establi^  a  chancery,  ndlere  shall  Ve  deposited 
th6  Consular  deliberation,  acts  and  proceedings,  as  alto 
(laments',  obligations,  contracts  and  other  acts  done  by, 
'or  between  peisons  of  their  nations,  and  effects  l^ft  by 
aec^sed  persons-,  or  savt-d  ;fiom  shipwrectc. 
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They  may  copsequmtly  appoint  for  the  business  of 
the  said  chanceiy,  capable  persons,  receive  them,  admin- 
igt/ei  an  oath  to  them^  give  to  them  the  keeping  of  the 
seal,  and  the  right  of  sealing  commissions,  judgments, 
and  other  Consular  acts,  as  well  as  there  to  discbarge 
tiK  fuoctioiis  of  DOtaties  and  registers  of  the  Consulate. 
Abticle  v.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Cod- 
suls  shall  have  the  e]u:lusive  right  of  receiving  in  their 
chancery,  or  on  board  of  vessels,  the  declarations  and 
all  the  other  acts  which  the  captains,  masters,  seamen, 
passengers  and  merchants  of  fheir  nation  would  make 
there,  even  their  testaments  and  other  disposiuons  of  last 
will ;  and  in  the  copies  of  the  said  acts,  duly  authenti- 
cated by  the  said  Consub  or  Vice  Consuls,  under  the 
seal  of  their  Consulate,  shall  receive  faith  in  law  equally 
as  their  origbals  would,  in'  all  the  tribunals  of  the  domin- 
4pDS  of  the  Most  Christian  King  and  the  United  States.. 
They  shall  also  have,  and  exclusively,  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  testamentary  executor,  guardian  or  law- 
ful heirs,  the  right  to  inventory,  liquidate,  and  pro- 
coed  to  the  sale  of  the  peisoaal  estate  left  by  subjects 
jor  citizens  of  their  nation,  who  shall  die  within  the  ex- 
jteut  of  their  consulate,  they  shall  .proceed  thereia,  with 
^tbe  assistance  of  two  merchants  of  their  said  nation,  or 
for  want  bf  them,  of  any  other  at  their  chok^e,  shall  cause 
to  be  deposited  in  their  chancery,  the  efiects  and  papers 
of  the  said  estates,  and  no  officer,  military,  judbiary,  or 
of  the  police,  of  the  country,  shall  disturb  them,  or  inter- 
fere therein,  in  any  manner  whatsoever ;  but  the  said  Con- 
suls or  Vice  Consuls  shall  not  deliver  up  the  said  efiects, 
nor  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  the  lawful  representatives, 
or  to  .their  order,  tilt  they  shall  have  caused  to  be  paid 
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all  debts  wliich  the  deceased  sball  have  contracted  in  the 
country ;  for  which  purpose,  the  creditors  shall  have  a 
right  to  attach  the  said  effects  m  their  hands  as  they 
might  in  those  of  any  other  individual  whatever,  and 
proceed  to  obtain  sale  of  them,  till  payment  of  what 
shall  be  lawfully  due  to  them.  When  the  debts  shall 
not  have  been  contracted  by  judgment,  deed  or  note,  the 
the  signature  whereof  shall  be  known,  payment  shall  not 
be  ordered  but  on  the  creditors  giving  sufficient  surety 
resident  in  the  country,  to  refund  the  sums  he  shall  hEtve 
unduly  received,  principal,  interest  and  costs,  which  sure- 
ty shall',  nevertheless,  remain  duly  discharged,  after  a 
year  in  time  of  peace,  and  two  years  in  time  of  war,  if 
the  demand  in  discharge  cannot  be  formed  before  these 
delays  against  the  heirs  which  shall  present  themselves. 

And  in  order  that  the  representatives  may  not  be  un- 
justly kept  out  of  the  e^cts  of  the  deceased,  the  Coa- 
suls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  notify  bis  death  in  some  one 
of  the  gazettes  published  within  their  consulate,  and 
that  they  shall  retain  the  said  effects  in  their  hands,  foar 
months,  to  answer  all  just  demands  which  shall  be  pre- 
sented ;  and  they  shall  he  bound,  after  this  delay,  to  de- 
liver to  the  persons  succeeding  thereto,  what  shall  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  demands  which  shall-  have 
been  formed. 

Abticle  VI.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls shall  receive  the  declarations,  protests  and  reports, 
of  all  captains  and  masters  of  their  respective  nations,  cm 
account  of  average  losses  sustained  at  sea ;  and  (hesa 
captains  and  masters  sfaall  lodge  in  the  chancery  of  the 
said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  the  acts  which  may 
have  happened  to  them  on  their  voyage.    '  If  a  subject 
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of  the  most  Christian  King,  and  &  citizen  of  the  UDited 
States,  or  a  foreigner,  are  interested  in  the  said  cai^,  the 
■retage  shall  be  settled  by  the  tnbtinals  of  the  countfyl 
and  not  by  the  Coosub  or  Vice  Consuk;  but  when  only 
the  subjects  or  citizens  of  their  own  nation  shall  he  in- 
terested, the  respective  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls  shall 
appoint  skilful  persons  to  setile  the  damage  and  average. 

Article  tii.  In  cases  where,  by  tempests  or  other 
accidents,  French  ships  or  vessels  shall  be  stranded  on 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coasts  of  the 
dominions  of  the  most  Christian  Kmg,  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  nearest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck,  shall  do 
whatever  he  may  judge  proper,  as  well  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  its  cargo  and  appurte- 
nances, as  for  the  storing  and  security  of  the  eSects  and 
merchandize  saved.  He  may  take  an  inventory  of  them 
without  the  intermeddling  of  any  officers  of  the  military, 
of  the  customs,  of  jaslice,  or  of  the  p<dice,  of  the  coun- 
try, otherwise  than  to  give  the  Ccmsuls,  Vice  Consuls, 
captains  and  crew,  of  the  vessel  ot  ship  wrecked  or 
stranded,  all  the  succor  and  lavor  which  they  shall  ask  of 
them,  either  Sot  the  expedition  and  security  of  the  saving 
and  of  the  e&cts  saved,  as  to  prevent  all  disturbance. 

To  prevent  even  any  kind  of  dispute  and  discussion  in 
the  said  cases  of  sbipvrreck,  it  has  boen  agreed,  that 
where  no  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  be  found  to  attend 
to  the  salvage,  or  that  the  residence  of  the  said  Consul 
or  Vice  Consul  (he  not  being  at  the  place  of  shipwreck) 
shall  be  further  &stam  from  the  said  place  than  that  of 
the  competent  territorial  Judge,  the  latter  shall  imme- 
ifiately  proceed  therein  with  all  the  celerity,  safety  and 
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piecautioD,  prescribed  by  the  respecdve  laws ;  but  the 
•aid  teirit(»ial  Jiidge  shall  retire  on  the  coming  of  tbe 
CoDsui  or  Vice  Consul,  and  shall  resign  to  him  the  pco- 
cedures  b^  him  done,  the  expenses  of  which  the  Consid 
or  Vice  Consul  shall  cause  to  be  re-imbi»sed  to  bun,  w 
irell  as  those  of  Baviog  the  wreck. 

The  merchandize  and  effects  saved  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  custom  bouse  or  other  neatest  place  of  safety,  with 
the  inventory  thereof  which  shall  be  made  by  Uie  Cob- 
Eul  or  Vice  Consul,  or  in  their  absence  by  the  judge 
who  ahajl  have  had  cognizance  thereof,  that  ibe  said  ef- 
fects and  merchandize  may  afterwards  be  delivered, 
after  levying  there&om  the  costs,  and  mtbout  form  of 
process  to  tbe  proprietors,  who  being  furnished  wi^.a  re- 
plevy from  the  nearest  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  shall  i»- 
daiip  them  by  themselves,  ot  by  their  attwneys,  eidm 
ibr  the  purpose  of  re-exporting  the  merchandizes,  and  in 
that  case  they  shall  pay  no  kind  ot  duties  c^  exportation ; 
or  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  in  t\\e  country,  if  they 
arQ  not  prohibited,  and  in  this  latter  case  the  said  mac- 
cbandize  being  averaged,  there  shall  be  granted  them  an 
abatement  of  (he  entrance  duties  proportioned  to  the 
damage  sustained,  which  ^laU  be  ascai^ajoed  by  the  ver- 
bal process  formed  at  the  tim?  of  the  shipwreck  or  of 
fihe  vessels  runfiing  ashore. 

Article  viii.  Tbe  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall 
>have  on  board  of  tbe  vessels  of  their  respective  nations 
,  all  power  and  jurisdiction  in  civil  matters,  and  for  ttiis 
purpose  they  may  go  there  without  being  interrupted  by 
any  officer  or  other  person  whatsoever. 

Abticle  IX.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  the  captains,  o$cen,  maijneis,  sai- 
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lors  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels  of  their  respective  tm- 
tioni,  who  shall  have  deserted  firom  the  said  vessels,  is 
order  to  send  them  back  and  transport  them  out  of  the 
country.  For  which  purpose  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consub  shall  address  themselves  to  the  competait  tribu<- 
nals,  judges  and  officers,  and  shall  demand  fiDn)  them  the 
said  deserters  in  vniting,  proving  that  those  men  made  a 
part  of  the  said  crew,  and  on  this  demand  so  proved,  the 
delivery  shall  not  be  refiised,  and  there  shall  be  given  all 
bid  and  assistance  to  the  sud  Consuls  and  Vice  Coosuld, 
for  the  search,  seizure  and  arrest  of  the  said  deserters, 
who  shall  even  lie  detained  and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the 
Country,  at  their  request  «id  expense,  until  they  shdl 
have  found  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  back.  But 
if  they  be  not  sent  back  within  three  months,  to  be 
counted  firom  the  day  of  arrest,  they  ^hall  be  set  at  fi- 
leTty,  tind  he  no  mbre  arrested  for  the  same  cause. 

Article  x.  In  cases  where  the  respective  subjects  or 
citizens  shall  have  committed  any  crime  or  breach  of  the 
peace,  they  iihall  be  amenable  to  the  judges  (^  the  coun- 

AariictE  XI.  When  the  said  oAnders  shall  be  a  pan 
of  the  crew  of  a  vessel  of  their  nation,  they  shall  not 
afterwards  be  set  at  liberty  until  the  Consul  or  Vice  Con- 
isal  shall  hav«  been  noti6ed  thereof,  and  they  shall  be  de- 
fivered  to  hun,  if  he  requires  it,  16  be  put  agaiii  on  board 
of  the  vessel,  on  which  they  were  arrested,  or  of  otfaeis 
of  thehr  nnion,  and  to  be  trent  out  of  the  country. 

Article  xii.  All  diffbrences  and  suits  between  the 
subjects  of  the  most  Christian  King  in  the  United  States, 
OT  between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the 
dcHninioDs  of  the  most  Cbristiftn  King,  and  partioulariy 
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all  dispntes  relotire  to  the  wages  and  teems  of  esgage- 
ffient  of  the  crews  of  the  respective  vessels,,  and  all  dif- 
ferences of  whatever  nature  tbey  be,  which  may  arise 
between  the  privates  of  the  said  crews,  or  between  any 
of  tbem  and  their  captains,  or  between  the  captains  of 
different  vessels  of  their  nation,  shall  be  detennined  by 
the  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  either  by  a  re- 
ference to  arbitra^n,  or  by  a  summary  judgment,  and 
without  costs.  No  officer  of  the  country,  civil  or  milita- 
ry, shall  interfere  therein,  or  take  any  part  whatever  in 
the  matter,  and  the  appeals  irom  the  said  Consular  sen- 
tences shall  be  carried  before  the  -tribunals  of  France  or 
of  the  United  States,  to  whotn  it  may  appertain  to  take 
cognizance  thereof. 

Article  xiii.  The  general  utility  of  commerce  bav- 
iBg  caused  to  be  established  within  the  domimoos  of  the 
most  Christian  King,  particular  tribunals  and  forms  for 
expediting  the  decision  of  commercial  afiairs,  the  mer- 
chants .of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
these  establishments ;  and  the  Congress  of  the  Umted 
States  will  provide  in  the  manner  most  conformable  to  its 
laws,  equivalent  advantages  in  iavor  of  the  French  mer- 
chants for  the  prompt  despatch  and  decisioo  of  afiurs  of 
the  same,  nature. 

Abticle  XIV.  The  subjects  of  the  most  Christian 
King  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
prove  by  legal  evidence  that  tbey  are  of  the  said  nation 
respectively,  shall  in  consequ^ice,  enjoy  an  exemp- 
tion Irom  aU  personal  service  in  the  place  of  their  settle- 
ments. 

Abticle  xv.  If  any  other  nation  requires  by  virtile  of 
any  ctwvention  whatever,  a  treatment  more  favorable 
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with  respect  to  tbe  consular  pre-emiiMDces,  powers,  au- 
thority, and  privileges,  tbe  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of 
the  Most  Cbrlstian  King,  or  of  the  United  States  reci- 
procally shall  participate  therein,  agreeably  to  the  terms 
stipulated  by  the  2od,  3rd,  and  4lh  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  concluded  between  the  Most 
Christian  King  and  the  United  States. 

Article  xvi.  The  present  convention  shall  be  in 
fcH«e  during  tbe  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be  counted  from 
the  day  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  which  shall  be 
given  in  proper  form  and  exchanged  on  both  sides,  with- 
in the  space  of  one  year  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  &c. 


CONStJLAR   CONVENTION. 


Convention  between  hii  Mott  Chrittum  Mi^etty  and  tht 
■  United  States  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  defin- 
ing and  eitatiiahing  the  Jwtctiont  and  privHegei,  of 
their  rerpectiee  ContvU  and  Vice  ContuU. 
His  Majesty,  the  Most  Christian  King,  and  tbe  United 
States  of  America,  having,  by  tbe  twenty-ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  concluded  between 
them,  mutually  granted  the  liberty  of  having,  in  their 
respective    States  and  ports.    Consuls,    Vice  Consuls, 
Agents  and  Commissaries,  and  being  willing,  in  conse- 
^lence  thereof,  to  define  and  establish  in  a  reoiprooal 
and  permanent  manner,  tbe  fimctions  and  privileges  of 
CoDSuk  and  Vice  Consuls,  which  they  have  judged  it 
convenient  to  establish  of  preforence,  his  Most  Christian 
Vol.  III.— 63 
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Majesty  lia*  nmtiDbied  the  Sieur  Couat  of  Montloerin  of 
St.  HersDt,  MarsMfaal  of  hia  C«mpa  and  Annies,  Knight 
of  lus  Ofders  and  of  the  Gdden  Fleece,  his  Counsellor 
in  all  las  Councils,  Miiwtet  irad  Se<»retary  of  State  and 
of  bis  Commaiidiimite  and  FinaDcea,  baving  the  De- 
partaDent  of  Foreign  Affiiirs,  and  the  United  States  have 
nominated  Thomas  Jefferson,  citizen  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  tbeir  Minister  Plenipote&dar}' 
near  the  King,  who,  after  having  communicated  to  each 
other  their  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed  on  what 
follows : 

Article  j.  The  Consuh  and  Vice  Consub  named  b^ 
the  Most  Christian  King  and  the  United  Slates,  shall 
be  bound  to  present  their  commissions,  according  to  the 
forms  which  shall  be  established  respectively  by  the 
Most  Christian  King,  within  hia  dominions,  and  by  the 
Congress,  within  the  United  States.  There  shall  be 
delivered  to  tbem,  without  any  chaises,  the  exequatur 
necesBuy  for  tbe  erercise  <of  their  fonctioBs ;  «nd,  on 
exhtiHtitig  the  said  exequatw,  tbe  gov«DKm,  conmalid- 
cie,  bettdt  of  justioe,  bodies  corporate,  tiibanals  and  other 
officers,  bavii^  amboiity  in  the  poits  and  plsees  of  tbeir 
Gdssidates,  shall  oanse  ^m  to  enjoy,  immediately,  and 
vntfaMt  Aficulty,  the  pre^nuDeoceS,  atitbcntr  wad  pri^ 
vileges,  reeiprooally  grantedr  nidiaat  exttetitig  from  tbe 
atai  Consids  aad  Viot  Cona«ils,  ury  fee,  tinder  any  pre- 
text whatever^ 

AnrrcLx  ir.  1^  Consuls  wad  Vice  Goiftiib  tad  prer* 
sovs  attached  to  thEor  AlnEiiaas  that  is  to  say,  tii^ 
diancellors  and  SeeiMwies,  iball  o^ey  a  ^iiill  ^dcutiiie 
kitmni^  Jot  tbeit  cfaaaoery,  ad  the  papers  wUeh 
stall  be  i(bmtm  ooatamnd,  ibey   sfatOI  be  eUmpt  fion 
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all  penonal  serviee,  ftota  soldiers'  bi)l«ts,  militia,  waicb, 
guard,  guardiaDsUp,  trugteeship,  as  well  as  from  all  du- 
ties, taxes,  imposiuoBs  and  charges,  wbatsoeTcr,  except 
eo  the  estate  real  and  persooal  of  which  they  imy  be 
the  proprietors  or  possessors,  which  shall  \A  subject  to 
tbe  taxes  imposed  on  the  estates  of  all  other  todividuals ; 
and  in  all  other  instances  the^r  shall  be  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  land  as  the  natives  are. 

Those  of  the.  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  who 
■ball  exercise  commerce,  shall  be  reapeetivelj  subject  to 
all  taxes,  chains  and  impositions,  established  on  other 
merchants. 

They  shall  place  over  tbe  outward  door  of  their 
bouse,  the  arma  of  their  Sovereign,  but  this  mark  of 
indicadoD  shall  not  give  to  the  said  bouse  any  privilege 
of  asylum,  for  any  persoo  or  property  whatsoever. 

Ahticlk  hi.  Tbe  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Con* 
■uls  may  establish  agents  in  the  difierent  ports  and  places 
(^  thek  departments,  where  necessity  shall  require* 
These  agents  may  be  chosen  among  tbe  raerohants, 
either  national  or  farngn,  and  furnished  with  a  commis- 
sion from  one  of  the  said  Consub,  tbey  shall  oonfing 
tfaemBelvas  respectively  to  the  rendeiing  to  "their  respec- 
tive  merchants,  navigators  and  vessels,  all  possible  t«r> 
vice,  and  to  inform  the  nearest  Consul  of  the  waits  of 
the  said  meiehants,  navigators  and  vessels,  tritbdut  thv 
said  agents  otherwise  participating  in  the  Ijamunities, 
rights,  and  privileges  attributed  to  Consul  and  Vice 
Consuls,  and  mtbout  power,  under  any  pr^^xt  whatever, 
to  ffiuci  frmn  the  said  merchants  any  du^y  or  emolument 
whaisoeTtf. 

Abtioli  IV.  The  CmisulB  and  Vice  Cwisuifi  respeo- 
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tivety  may  eatablisfa  a  chancery,  where  sball  be  deposited 
the  Consular  determinations,  acts  and  proceedm^,  as  also 
taetamenta,  obligaticms,  ccntttacts  and  other  acta  done  by, 
or  between  persons  of  their  nation,  and  efiects  left  bj 
decedents  or  saved  from  shipwreck. 

They  may  consequendy  appoint  fit  persons  to  act  in 
the  said  chancery,  qualify  and  swear  them  in,  commit  to 
them  the  custody  of  the  seal,  and  authority  to  seal  com- 
missions, sentences  and  other  consular  acts,  and  also  to 
discfaai^e  the  functions  of  notaries  and  registers  of  the 
Consulate. 

Abticlk  t.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  respec- 
tively shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  m  their 
chancery,  or  on  board  their  vessels,  the  declarations  and  all 
other  the  acta  wUch  the  captains,  mastws^  crews,  passen- 
gers and  merchants  of  their  nation  may  choose  to  make 
there,  even  their  testaments  and  other  disposals  by  last 
will ;  and  the  copies  of  the  said  acta,  duly  authenti- 
cated by  the  said  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  under  the 
seal  of  their  Consulate,  shall  receive  faith  in  law  equally 
as  their  oii^als  would,  in  all  the  tribunals  of  the  donun- 
ions  of  the  Most  Christian  King  and  of  the  United  States. 

They  shall  also  have,  and  exclusively,  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  the  testamenmry  executor,  guardian  or  lawful  ' 
representative ,  the  nght  to  inventory,  liquidate,  and  |Ht>- 
ceed  tb  the  sale  of  the  personal  estate  lefl  by  subjects 
or  citizen)  of  their  nation,  who  shall  die  within  the  ex- 
tent of  then  consulate,  they  shall  proceed  therein,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  merchants  of  their  sud  nation,,  w  for 
want  of  them,  of  any  other  at  their  choice,  and  shall  cause 
to  be  deposited  in  their' cbanceryj  the  e£^ts  and  papers 
of  the  said  estates,  and  no  c^cer,  nulitary,  judictary,  or 
of  the  police,  of  the  country,  shall  disturb  them,  or  inter- 
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fere  therein,  in  any  manner  whatsoever ;  but  the  said  Con- 
sub  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  not  deliver  up  the  said  e^cts, 
DOT  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  the  lawfiil  representatives, 
or  to  their  order,  till  they  ahall  have  caused  to  be  p^d 
all  debts  which  the  deceased  shall  hare  contracted  in  tlw 
country ;  for  ^icfa  purpose,  the  creditors  shall  have  a 
right  to  attach  the  said  tSdcta  in  their  hands  as  they 
might  in  those  of  any  other  individual  whatever,  and 
proceed  to  obtain  sale  of  them,  till  payment  of  what 
shall  be  law&lly  due  to  them.  Whea  the  debts  shall 
not  have  been  contracted  by  judgment,  deed  or  note,  the 
signature  whereof  shall  be  known,  payment  shall  not 
be  ordered  but  on  the  creditors  giving  sufficient  surety 
re^dent  in  the  country,  to  refimd  the  sums  they  shall  have 
unduly  received,  principal,  interest  and  costs,  which  sure- 
ty oevertbeless,  shall,  stand  duly  discharged,  after  the 
term  of  one  year  in  time  of  peace,  and  of  two  in' 
time  of  war,  if  the  discharge  cannot  be  formed  before 
the  end  of  this  terra  against  the  representatives  who  shall 
present  themselves. 

And  in  order  that  the  representatives  may  not  be  un- 
justly kept  out  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  the  Con- 
suls and  Vice  Consuls  shall  notify  his  death  in  some  one 
of  the  gazettes  published .  within  their  consulate,  and 
that  they  shall  retain  the  said  effects  in  their  hands,  four 
months,  to  answer  all  just  demands  which  shall  be  pre- 
sented ;  and  they  shall  be  bound,  after  this  delay,  to  de- 
liver to  the  persons  succeeding  thereto,  what  shall  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  demands  which  shall  have 
been  formed. 

Abticle  VI.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  respec- 
tively shall  receive  the  declarations,  protests  and  re}>orts, 
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cf  all  CRpttiDS  wad  masters  of  tbe'ir  respective  iiatioii,ot) 
account  ot  averse  losses  sustained  at  sea ;  and  tbeas 
eaptuns  and  masters  shall  lodge  in  the  chancery  cf  tbe 
laid  Consals  and  Vice  Consuls,  the  acts  which  ibey 
may  have  made  in  other  ports  on  account  ot  tbe  ao»- 
dents  which  may  ha^  happened  to  them  on  their  voy- 
age. If  a  subject  of  the  most  Chiistian  King)  and  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  Slates,  of  a  foreifner,  ue  intnested  in 
the  said  cargo,  the  average  shall  be  settled  by  the  tiibo- 
nals  of  the  country,  and  not  by  tbe  Consuls  o?  Vice  Cod- 
iuls;  but  when  only  tbe  subjects  oi  citizens  of  their  own  . 
Dtdon  shall  be  interested,  the  respective  Consuls  or  Vice 
Consuls  shaU  appoint  Wilful  persons  to  settle  tbe  damages 
and  average. 

^KTiCLE  ni.  Id  cases  where,  by  tempests  or  other 
accidents,  French  ships  or  vessels  shall  be  stranded  on 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coasts  of  the 
dominions  of  the  most  Christian  King,  tbe  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  nearest  to  the  place  of  shipwreck,  shall  do 
whatever  he  may  judge  proper,  as  well  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  said  ship  or  v^sel,  its  cargo  and  appurte- 
nances, as  for  the  storing  and  security  of  the  effects  and 
merchandize  saved.  He  may  take  an  inventory  of  them 
without  the  intermeddling  of  any  officers  of  the  military, 
of  tjie  customs,  of  justice,  or  of  the  police,  of  the  coun- 
try, othermse  than  to  give  to  the  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls, 
captain  and  crew,  of  the  vessel  shipvn-ecked  or  strand- 
ed, all  the  succor  and  favor  which  they  shall  ask  of  them, 
either  lor  the  expedition  and  security  of  tbe  saving  and 
of  the  effects  saved,  as  to  prevent  all  disturbance. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  all  kind  of  dispute  and  discus- 
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noo  ia  tiie  said  cases  of  sfaipwredt,  it  ia  agreed,  that 
when  there  shall  be  no  Consul  ot  Vice  Consul  to 
attend  to  the  saring  of  the  wreck,  or  that  the  Teadence 
of  the  9ak)  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  ntd  behig  at  the 
place  of  the  wreck)  shall  be  more  distant  from  the  said 
plsoe  than  that  of  the  competent  Judge  of  the  countiy, 
the  latter  shall  immediately  proceed  therein  with  all  da 
despatch,  certainty  and  precautions  prescribed  by  tha 
respective  laws ;  but  the  said  territwial  Judge  ^all  reiiae 
on  the  arnval  of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  and  shall 
deliver  over  to  him  ihe  report  of  hia  proceedings,  the 
expenses  of  which  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  cam* 
to  be  reimbursed  to  him,  as  well  as  those  of  saving  die 
wreck. 

The  merchandize  and  effects  saved  shall  be  deposited 
in  the  nearest  custom  house  or  other  place  of  safety,  whh 
the  inventory  thereof;  which  shall  be  made  by  the  Con- 
,  ml  or  Vice  Comul,  or  by  the  judge  who  shall  have  pn> 
cteded  in  their  absence,  that  the  said  e&cts  and  mer- 
cbandite  may  afterwards  be  dditered,  aftier  levying 
therefrom  the  costs,  -and  without  &)nn  bf  process  to  the 
owmrs,  ^o  b«ng  fiimished  with  an  order  for  their  de- 
fivery  from  the  nearest  CodsoI  or  Vice  Consul,  shall  re- 
clfum  them  by  themselves,  or  by  their  order,  either  lor 
the  purpose  of  re>«xporting  such  jnerchandize,  in  which 
cats  they  shall  pay  no  kind  of  duty  of  exportation ;  or 
for  that  of  sd&ig  them  in  the  country,  if  they  be  not  pK>- 
hifaked  there>and  in  this  last  case  the  said  mercbandiie, 
^  they  be  damaged,  shall  be  allowed  an  abatement  of 
estianoe  duties  proportioned  to  the  damage  th^  htn 
sostaiaed,  «4ich  shall  be  wcertained  by  lia  affidaviH 
t^en  n  the  lime  the  leKtU  was  wracked  QtsOnek, 
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Abticlx  VIII.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consub  shall 
ezeidse  police  orer  all  the  vessels  of  their  respective 
nations  and  shall  have  on  board  the  said  vessels  allpov- 
er  and  jurisdiction  in  civil  mstters,  in  all  the  disputes 
which  may  there  arise,  they  shall  have  an  entire  inspec- 
tion over  the  said  vessels,  their  crew  and  the  changes 
and  substitutions  there  to  be  made.  For  which  purpc»e 
they  may  go  on  board  the  said  vessels  whenever  they 
may  judge  it  necessary.  Well  undeistood  that  the 
iinctions  hereby  allowed  shall  be  confined  to  the  interior 
of  the  vessels,  and  that  they  shall  not  take  place  in  any 
case  which  shall  have  any  interference  with  the  police  of 
the  ports  where  the  said  vessels  shall  be. 

Article  ix.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  the  captains,  officers,  maiiners,  sai- 
lors and  all  other  persons  being  part  of  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  of  their  respective  nations,  who  shall  have  de- 
serted iixun  the  said  vessels,  in  order  to  send  them  ba^ 
and  transport  them  out  of  the  country.  For  which  pur- 
pose the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consub  shall  address 
themselves  to  the  courts,  judges  and  officers  competent, 
and  shall  demand  the  said  deserters  in  writing,  proving 
by  an  exhibi^n  of  the  renters  of  the  vessel  or  ship's 
roll  that  those  men  were  part  of  the  said  crews;  and  on 
this  demand  so  proved,  (saving  however  where  the  con- 
trary is  proved,)  the  delivery  shall  not  be  refiised,  and 
there  shall  be  given  all  aid  and  assbtance  to  the  said 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  for  the  search,  seizure  and 
arresi  of  the  said  deserters,  who  shall  even  be  detained 
and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the  country,  at  their  request 
and  expense,  until  they  shall  have  found  an  opportunity 
of  sending  them  boclc.     But  if  they  be  not  sent  back 
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within  three  months,  to  he  counted  from-  the  day  of 
thar  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  ai^  shall  b«  no 
moK  arrested  for  the  same  cause.  -   ' 

Article  k.  In  cases  where  the  respective  subjeets  or 
citizens  shall  have  committed  any  crime  or  breach  of  the 
pettce,  they  shall  be  amenable  to  the  judges  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Article  xi.  When  the  aaid  o^nders  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  crew  of  a  vessel  of  their  nation,  and  shall  have 
withdrawn  themselves  on  board  the  said  vessel  they  may 
be  there  seized  and  arrested  by  order  of  the  Judges  of 
the  country :  these  shall  give  notice  the^^of  to  the  Con- 
sul or  Vice  Consul,  who  may  repair  on  board  if  he  thinks 
propen  but  this  notification  shall  not  in  any  case  delay 
execution  of  the  order  in  question.  The  persons  arrested 
shall  not  afterwards  be  set  at  liberty  until  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  shall  have  been  notified  thereof,  and  they 
shall  be  delivered  to  him,  if  he  requires  it,  to  be  put  again 
on  board  of  the  vessel,  on  which  they  were  arrested,  or 
of  others  of  their  nation,  and  to  be  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
tiy. 

Article  xii.  All  diferences  and  suits  between  the 
sul^ects  of  the  most  Christian  King  in  the  United  States, 
or  between  the  citizens  of  the  Uiiited  States  within  the 
dominions  of  the  moat  Christian  King,  and  particularly 
alt  disputes  relative  to  the  wages  and  terms  of  engage- 
inent  of  the  crews  of  the  respective  vessels,  and  all  dif- 
ferences of  whatever  nature  they  be,  which  may  arise 
between  the  privates  of  the  said  crews,  or  between  any 
of  them  and  thdr  captams,  or  between  the  captuns  of 
difierent  vessels  of  their  nation,  shall  be  determined  by 
the  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  either  by  a  re- 
VoL.  111—64 
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knaae  lo  axbittaton,  or  by  a  suiwiwy  ju^a^eM,  Bod 
.wrkbcnt  ooMs.  Norofficerof  tbetcguntry,  ciwl'ornMlaa- 
ry,  shall  interfere  thereki,  or  take  aay  pan  whatever  in 
iba.BoMUr,  aod  the  appeals . from  the  said  Consular  'sen- 
tMOes  shajl  Iracamsd  before  the  tiibusals  of  FrBBoe.or 
^  tbe  Uniled.Sutes,  lo  whcaa  it  nay  appertuu  to  take 
'  cognizance  thereof. 

AjtxiciiE  XIII.  Tbs  general  utility  of  coiBotercsfaav- 
iog  caused  to  be  establisbed  widbin  the  dwninwES  of  tbe 
most  Christiaii  Kiog>  particular  tabaaals  andiwinsfor 
.exps^ing  :thE  decisuon  of  commercial  affiurs,  tbe  mer- 
cbantt  of  the  Uoited  States  shall  eajoy  tbe  bmefit  of 
these  eatsUighmeats ;  and  tbe  Congress  of  (he  Unked 
^tes  mil  provide  in  tbe  maniiBr  tke  most  ooofonaable  to 
lis  laws,  eijuiTalent  advant^es  in  &vor  of  tbe  Fj'encb 
meicbants  for  the.protnpt  despatch  and  deciaon  of  a^es 
of  .'Uie  same  nature. 

Abticu  XIV.  Tiie  subjects  of  the  axet  Chris^U 
King  and  citixeos  of  tbe  United  States,  vko  siaM 
prove  by  ieg^  evidence  that  tbey  are  of  the  said  oatHW 
respectively,  shall  in  consequence,  enjoy  an  exemp- 
tion Apm  all  peisoiial  service  in  tbe  place  of  itb««r«alile- 
jaeuu 

Abticu:  XV,  If  any  other  nation  acqiures  .by  virtue  of 
any  convention  nbslerer,  a  Treatment  mere  lavorabte 
with  respect  to  tbe  consular  pre-emiaencaos,  powcits,  Mi- 
thority  and  privileges,  the  Consult  and  Vice  Cwsuls  of 
the  Most  Christian  King  or  of  tbe  United  States  tedpno- 
cally  shall  participate  therein,  sgresable.  to  the  te«tis 
stipulated  by  the  Snd^  3rd,  and  4th  articles  of  the  tieaty 
d*  amity  and  commerce,  concluded  between  the  Most 
Christain  Kiqg  and  tbe  United  States. 
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Article  xri.  The  present  Conveotioti  shall  be  in 
full  force  during  the  term  of  twelve  years  to  be  counted 
lix»n  the  day  of  tbe  exchange  of  ra^fications,  which  shall 
be  given  in  proper  form,  and  exchanged  on  both  Bides 
within  the  space  of  one  year,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof  we,  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  have 
signed  the  present  Convention,  and  have  thereto  set  the 
seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the  14th  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand sei'en  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

L.  C.  DE  MONTMORIN,  [L.  S.] 
TH  ;  JEFFERSON,  [h.  S.] 
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